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can expect a good grade even
though other courses might
be more interesting or help-
ful to him,

THE PRESENT grading
system also has other cffects.
From the beginning of a
child’s formal educational ex-
perience he receives grades
which in all but a few cases
tell him what he cannot do;

Grades ¢omprise an ele-
ment of their formal educa-
tion with which students must
daily cope. Usually, they seek
after them, compete for them,
complain when they feel un-
justly treated, and occasion-

ally criticize the concept. We|g

significantly

and s ubjective examinations
and one's test scores can be
influenced by
this. Classroom participation
can be used as a basis for
grading also, But this is ohyvi-
ously related to the individual
personality and

tudent’s

he is measured by five signs
of the alphabet; he is re-
warded by good grades, not
learning; he is in competition
with his classmates and en-
gaged in a form of battle
with his teachers, Education
by combat is a reality and the|
battle continues even in col-

first 12 years engage equals
and a more highly trained
faculty.

BY NOW you may be ex-
pecting a cry for the bomb-
shelter of pass-fail. You are
|correct in substance, but I
am for more convinced of the
inadequacy of the present
system than of the panacean
qualities of pass-fail. A recent
search through the L.A. Pub-
lic Library yielded little
knowledge of pass-fail, and
no definitive studies or evi-
dence of appreciable use.
However, at Cal State, Do-
minguez Hills, we already
have a device that can be of
significant use in evaluating
pass-fail grading. This is the

I

able to determine if pass-fail

some changes or additions to

fail in all lower division
courses, and comparing the
EPT’s of juniors who have
had two years of pass-fail
with those of new jumiors
who have been on the tradi.
tional system, we would be

is a better method. Perhaps

the EPT would be necessary,
but these could be made
easily,

L

tournament sponsored by Phi
Rho Pi, national junior college
forensic association.

Junior colleges throughout
the United States are repre-
sented at the tournament,
which will include competi-

tion in debate, extemporane-
ous speaking, expository
speaking, impromptu speak-
ing, and oral interpretation.
El Camino students pratici-

ECC Team Competing In Modesto °

Members of the E1 Camino
College forensics team are in
Modesto today for the first
events in a four-day speech

pating in the event include *
Jean Billings, Sonia Bacon,
Beverly Kelly, Vicki Ropp,
Tom Rapp, Judy Hulsey, Bill
Brown, and Tim Plax.

SOME MAY think that my
charge of education by com-
bat exaggerates reality. I cer-
tainly do not think that this
is the intention of the educa-
tional system. But look

around, How many students|
do you find who are really
enthusiastic about school
after a few years of it? Is it
time for a change?

Name Chairman
The annual “Hope Sunday”

drive for the benefit of the

City of Hope is scheduled

June 4. Miss Joan Crawiord,
academy award winning ac-
tress, has been named South-
ern. California chairman,
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