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Handwriting On The Wall AFFAIRS OF STATE

Pattern, Achievements 
Of Marchers Unchanged]

HERB CAEN SAYS:

San Francisco Is Losing 
Out, Bridge Sign Claims

By Henry C. MacArthur
Capitol N«Wt a«rvlM

SACRAMENTO   Sooner- 
or later, it is assumed Gov­ 
ernor Rdnald Reagan will 
arrive av the point where he 
will recognize the marchers, 
the, flemonstritors and the 
raoble-rousers for what they 
are, and tend to follow the 
foot-steps of previous gov­ 
ernors, some of who learned 

'the bird way, to ignore the 
agitators.

Marches, protests, big 
noises and derogatory plac­ 
ards have been going on 
around the state capitol for 
a good many years. It was 
back in the early 1930's that 
the late Governor James 
Rolph attempted to meet 
and speak to a noisy group 
which was "demanding" rec­ 
ognition for agricultural 
workers.

The group demanded so 
loud the governor couldn't 
even make his voice heard, 
so he turned away in dis­ 
gust and went to his office. 
From that point on, Rolph 
made no further attempts to 
speak to crowds 4n front of 
the Capitol.

<r * *

Similar groups have con­ 
verged in Sacramento under 
every administratiqn since, 
particularly at the time a 
new governor takes office. 
The brains in back of the

. . . Having rejected all 
other possibilities, Jack 
Bradford thinks the quickest 
way to end the war in Viet­ 
nam would be to show it 
daily on TV   "where noth­ 
ing last longer that 13" 
weeks" ... The Golden Gate 
Bridge this week confirmed 
OBT most recent dropulation 
problem. The pop. figure on 
its inbound "San Francisco 
City Limits" sign has been 
changed from 750.000 to 
740,000, an oddly even 
amber ... How bucolic our 
awm-city Barrister Nate 
Conn walked out of City 
Hall Wed. and was stung by 
a bee. As the howled in an- 
gnish, Atty. Mike Berger ad­ 
vised: "Forget it. Think of 
aB the sons of bees you've 
stmg around here." 

 *  * *
Say. who owns that wild 

'65 Mustang with license 
plate pUtes CYT-861? I
 can the one with the tail- 
lights that spell out "S-E-X" 
in glowing red. (Sorry I men­ 
tioned it   it's probably 
against some law or other) 
... I'm getting a little tired 
of that big banner on the 
crumbling Cracker Bldg. at 
Post and Market Sts.. read­ 
ing cheerily "Happy Holiday 
Season. Arons Building 
Wrecking Co. Watch This 
Bnilding Come Down!" So 
I'm watching it come down 
and it doesn't make me 
happy at all. That was a 
lovely old building ... Pat 
Brown's L..Y phone number 
is CR 8-1960 and yes. that 
WAS a very good year . . 
Best typo of the week:
-Mayor Shelley yesterday 
proclaimed this week Army 
Nurse Week Noting that 
the Corps was founded 66 
years ago. Shelley urged 
afl citizens to saute the 
nurses." Since saute means 
"Pried lightly and quickly 
while being frequently 
turned over." I think may­ 
be the nurses have a beef 
here . . . And at Enrico's 
sidewalk cafe, where the 
cars go rumbling past. Dave 
Palk overhead this mother

say to her child: "Eat your 
soup dear, before it gets 
dirty."

 fr <r -tr
Sonny Tufts (Sonny 

TUFTS???) was at Big Al's 
recently,1 and you kids under 
40 might well wonder why 
we older apples always 
crack up at his name. Okay:

San Francisco
in the .days of Big Radio  
before there even WAS tele, 
vision, ifryou, can imagine  
Actor Joseph Cotten ap­ 
peared on a Lux Radio 
Theater show. At the end, 
th'e announcer slipped him 
a piece of paper containing 
the name of the following 
week's headliner, and Joe 
read it cold. Like so: "This 
is Jo s e p h Cotten saying 
goodnight and inviting you 
to tune in next week, when 
the Lux Theater will proud­ 
ly present that beloved and 
distinguished American ac-

Mailbox
Editor, Press-Herald:

On Feb. 4, 1967, the South 
Bay District of Boy Scouts 
was host to the fifth annual 
Boy Scout Commemorative 
Parade, which is the largest 
Scout parade anywhere in 
the nation.

In utilizing the good will 
of Torrance business firms, 
and especially the Press- 
Herald which contributed 
greatly to the overall pub­ 
licity, the parade was a tre­ 
mendous success.

I wish to report that we 
certainly received every last 
measure of assistance which 
the Press-Herald was able to 
extend, and much more than 
we had dared to hope.

The .Scouting movement 
owes in large measure its 
success to newspapers such 
as yours which carries the 
Scouting message to so 
many'young men and their

Morning Report:
I just misplaced the name of the first politician 

who promised to cut taxes, but I'm sure the last one 
has not yet been born.

That came to me just the other day when 1 no- 
faced that Republican Governors Rockefeller, Romney 
and Reagan all asked for new taxes in the same week. 
Let not Democrats get to smug. They should recall 
that Franklin D. Roosevelt,   pretty fair spender in his 
time but outclassed by succeeding Presidents, promised 
to cut Herbert Hoover's budget by a quarter during the 
"32 campaign.

The only question is: ^-ho will pay' Teetotalers are 
willing to let boozers do it. Non-smokers would boost 
cigarette taxes. The haves are willing to saw off as 
much ax possible on the havenots. And the poor are 
happy to soak the rich.

parents. For this we are 
most appreciative.

We want you to know as 
a district of over 6,000 boys 
and 2,000 adult workers 
that we; appreciate the will­ 
ingness of the Press-Herald 
to become involved In such 
worthwhile projects. 

South Bay District, 
Boys Scouts of America 
WILLIAM B. BORDEAUX 
Public Relations 

Chairman____'

Quote
The real achievement in 

space has been the develop­ 
ment of a new dimension of 
national power. That power 
resides In the minds of men 
who have both confi­ 
dence and knowledge for 
whom the world "impos­ 
sible" does not pose a seri­ 
ous barrier. Many basic
human needs can be satis­ 
fied directly, at least in part, 
by aeronautics and space ac­ 
tivity. Travel, communica­ 
tions, and weather forecast­ 
ing are all important ingred­ 
ients of a viable planet.   
Dr. Robert G. Seaman* Jr., 
deputy administrator, NASA.

Jt a« H. » ee "Daddv did Dlekavtr 
Abe MelUnkoff brin* u» a honeymoon loan?"

demonstrations reason that 
a new governor might have 
some sympathy for , a 
"cause", and wul open him­ 
self to Jeers and cat-calls 
from a .hostile crowd, there­ 
by demeaning the dignity of 
the chief executive's office. 

In the Rolph days, the 
"protests" were engineered 
through a development in 
Communist propaganda tac-

Sacramento v
tics, which then were just 
being developed to the point 
where they caused some 
concern. In some 35 years, 
the pattern of these tactics 
has not changed. As a re­ 
sult, the public has grown 
wiser, and is more inclined 
to let the protesters protest 
and demonstrate as they 
will.

The whole point is that in 
all of the 35 years, nothing 
of a substantive nature has 
resulted from the marches 
and protests.

In Rolph's day, an agri­ 
cultural workers' union was 
sought. To this day, it 
hasn't been achieved to any 
extent. Subsequent marches 
were against capital punish­ 
ment, which remains on the 
law books of the state. Many 
other demonstrations over

the

nan 
have
offer the 
latest case, the 
of some of the stale's _ 
employes, the toaraiu. tht 
matter of tuHam far bighnr a 
education was the sobject af 4 
protest.

* * *
With all the 

brains, however, 
under public 
with all the a 
on bearded 
one involved m the
of protest offend Cotuast

any antenna at a| 
to the state's financial prob­ 
lem. So aD flmt was atom. 
pushed 
matory
opportunity to _ 
chief executive of the sane. 
which these so-called mafic 
servants accomplished wan 
gusto.

It appears as though the 
organizing brams' hahml 
these dfmiastraliuni am 
going to have to came n» 
with something new. as,the 
marches are fast tosmg 
their potency as far as cssv 
vincing the public « con­ 
cerned. Rather, they an en­ 
gendering an aimaaphtteof 
disgust on the part of fht 
citizenry ifsjinnaflili for 
paying the tax hflm.

tor. Sonny TUFTS????". . . 
Naturally, Cotten's rising in­ 
flection was the talk of the 
country, and Tufts ha* had 
to live with it ever since. So 
that night at Big Al's, Le- 
nore Cautrelle struck up a 
conversation with him, and, 
desperately making small 
talk, asked; "And did you 
vote for your distinguished 
fellow actor Ronald Rea­ 
gan?" Sonny: "ROnald REA- 
GAN??^" -

. fr * *
Out there in Psycnedelphia,' 

the Hippie^ have a new 
thing going. One of them 
puts a dime in a parking 
space for an hour, chatting, 
reading, stretching out on 
the pavement and so on. 
Funny sight . . . And here's 
George Lemont, whose wife 
gave him a big new Random 
House Dictionary. Dying to 
know bow it ends, he flip­ 
ped immediately to the last 
page and reports: "The 
zebra did it." Spoilsport.

Imposter in Engineer's 
Clothing Roams Streets
The following article 

is reprinted in the Jan- 
wary number of Engi­ 
neer/Scientist Magazine 
in recognition of Na­ 
tional Engineers Week, 
which begins today -md 
continues through Feb. 
25.

Somewhere out there in 
Los Angeles there is an im­ 
postor.

He wears greasy bib over­ 
alls, swings off his locomo­ 
tive using one hand and 
gives the steam whistle a 
blast with the other while 
he kisses his wife. When he 
goes out to dinner he's a 
bore when he isn't being 
quiet, unassuming and con­ 
servative and during the 
time he's out of those over­ 
alls he wears a rumpled 
suit (probably sleeps in it) 
has unruly hair and wears 
glasses. '

Recognize him?
Well, if you're an engi­ 

neer, that's what you look 
like tp the people around 
you.

•fr * -A-
A recent poll in Los An­ 

geles by John B. Knight and 
Associates Public Opinion 
Analysts came up with this

public image of the engineer 
at work and play:

Some 67.8 per cent of the 
people polled associated en­ 
gineers with railroads. Of 
course, not every engineer 
has to wear bib-overalls be­ 
hind a spark shooting 
smokestack. He can be a 
"highway" engineer leveling 
cement (19.2 per cent). Air­ 
craft and aerospace came in 
a poor third in association 
with engineers, and "bridge, 
building and electrical" en­ 
gineers were recognizable to 
7.1 per cent of the people 
polled.

One-fifth of the respon­ 
dents called engineers "pro­ 
fessionals." But only 5.8 per 
cent thought the engineer 
was particularly well edu­ 
cated.

* -fr -A-
For personal traits, an en­ 

gineer is a man with a 
rumpled suit, unruly hair 
and glasses (6.2 per cent) or 
quiet and unassuming and 
conservative (4.7 per cent) 
and probably having dirty 
fingernails (since only $.7 
per cent identified an engi- 
need as a man who works 
with figures).

But thats only wanning to 
the subject.

Although 49.9 per cent of 
the people polled couldn't

think of a single type of en­ 
gineer that dmWt drive a . 
train or a steam engine, fht 
real crusher waa the re­ 
sponse to the qoeathm: Tf 
you were to meet an can} 
need at a party, haw woahf 
you describe him?"

The answer was "a rather 
dull, quiet person" (MJ per 
cent)!

As originally conctlnd. 
Engineers' Week b a spe- 
cifk time of the year runv 
year Feb. 1«S sat ash*. 
for a concerted effort an tht 
part of adenttfie, engineer-   
ing and technical puplt. m 
general, to upgrade their 
image.

And the image, from ap­ 
pearances, can use a tot of 
upgrading.

ir * *
There are 71.000 engi­ 

neers in the Los Aageaes 
area, an imposing number 
with a stgnnVantry impor­ 
tant group Incimn

This year a concerted ef­ 
fort is being made hy tht 
Engineers' Week adihsry 
committee, beaded hy Bay 
E. Harquart, i lislrmsa of 
the board of The Marqaart | 
Corporation, to bring the en­ 
tire strength of the Sasfh- 
ern California iBtiaoiimf 
population into the effort of 
producing Kngia»«wf Week.

WILLIAM HOGAN

'Man Who Knew Kennedy' 
Depressing, Artificial -^

In his fifth novel, Vance 
Bourjaily frankly borrows 
from the title of a minor 
Sinclair Lewis account of a 
mediocre businessman. "The 
Man Who Knew Coolidge" 
(1928). Bourjaily's "The Man 
Who Knew Kennedy" is a 
far more ambitious project; 
really an investigation of 
some 40 years of American 
endeavor, disappointments 
and absurdities.

He seeks to express all 
this through two main char­ 
acters: the narrator, Barney 
James, a Missouri-born Con­ 
necticut hardware magnate, 
and Barnev's friend of many 
years, Dave Doremus. Dave 
is the' man who knew Ken­ 
nedy (the connection was 
slight, at Harvard, again at 
a hospital).

Barney and Dave are 
members of John F. Ken­ 
nedy's generation; products 
of depression boyhood who 
matured during the war 
years, then returned to an. 
unsatisfactory postwar cul­ 
ture in which just about 
everybody seemed to fail as 
a human being. There were 
exceptions well Kennedy. 
' Barney and Dave ire suc­ 
cessful and intelligent; Bar-

ney endures a fairly sue- and otherwise) by a talented 
cessful marriage; Dave goes and perceptive writer who

for some yean has keen at- s) 
tached to the University of 

b

through several wives. Out 
of the pattern of these men 
Bourjaily seeks to paint a Iowa Writers' 
portrait of a generation. the novel tucceasful? 

His starting point is the While Bourjaily 
trauma of the assassination, dramatize and 
Barney and his wife hear how unsuccessfully    
the new in Puerto Rico en materially successfsl Ameri- 
route to a meeting with " ~ " *" I~"1 
Dave and his newest wife 
in the Caribbean. From this

Books
point in history, Bourjaily 
begins to probe the psyches 
of his principals and in the 
process uncovers a particu­ 
larly American malaise, a

cans live la the final third 
of this century, and bow 
threadbare the morality  * 
Americans has bnams. tht 
book as a wnote seemt s 
little too  gi'1***'1 and 
artificial completely to BWM 
and satisfy the reader.

* * *
In a dedication. Boarjatty 

describes his work as a*
success-oriented society "oblique sort of

to the memory of John t- 
Kennedy, or perhaps tt h 
the reverse side a* _» "**'

It lefts**

which wastes its -good peo­ 
ple, or corrupts them to the 
point of total destruction.

Dave Doremus gives up er's literary 
completely, with a hoseful the late Pres*d_ - 
of carbon dioxide in bis edgy, -mbmismtil - 
lungs. Barney buries him aKifortable. depressed   '      
Arlington, the cemetery of may have been Bowjauy* 
heroes, near the grave of purpose in this straaee,  ' 
John F. Kennedy. comment on the conte 

' r rary American environi
This is an interesting, if To instill discomfort 

overly ambitious attack op ness, depression hi a r_ 
faulty upper midd'e-class could be Bourjauy's  *»« 
values and excesses (sexual mate triumph.

t\


