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A Proud Role

“Newspapers get things done.” 3

Under that banner, newspapers of the nation this
week turn the spotlight of recognition inward and re-
view their own contributions to the communities they
serve, We are glad to reflect for a moment on the role
we have played in the communities we serve.

In today’s complex and busy world, newspapers
provide the necessary link between the people and the
structures of civilization the people have built.

The thousands of people in the community cannot
crowd into the city council chambers nor the board of
education meetings. Reporters do, however, and the peo-
ple are told what occurred. y

The right of the newspaper’s reporter to be at the
city council or board of education meeting is based only
on the right of the public to be present. He has no spe-
cial privileges.

Because of their role as observers of the public
business, newspapers have been leaders in the fight to
keep public business out in the open. The fight goes be-
yond a protection of their own freedoms to report.

President Johnson, in a statement on National
Newspaper Week, called newspapers “the unsleeping
sentinels of all freedoms.”

Without the freedom to speak, write, and comment
on public affairs, other freedoms could not long endure.
+  Weare proud of the part we have had in the protec-

tion of those individual freedoms we enjoy, and we |

pledge to continue our vigilance for your “right to
know” and for “freedom of information.”
Our success in these endeavors is all we ask.

Super Snoops Proposed

1f a nice lady comes knocking at your door along
in 1970 and asks about the number of people sharing
your bathrooms, what your television sets are like, and
wants to know about dishwashers, garbage disposers,
and swimming pools, she’ll probably be taking the fed-
eral census. In this case, she’ll also ask you for the
normal census information: name, address, sex, age,
race, and marital status, A

The threat of a probing inquiry into the personal
lives of the nation’s residents is very real, according to
the Wall Street Journal.

Commenting on plans for the 1970 census, the

Journal said this week that more than 60 items are -

being proposed for the population survey. Congressman
Jackson Betts, Republican from Ohio’s 8th District, has
blown the whistle on the plan, calling the long list of
questions a harassment and an invasion of personal
privacy.

Penalty for refusing to answer the questions could
be 60 days in jail and a fine of $100. Your Congressman
should hear from you on this: ; .
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HERB CAEN SAYS:

The Truth of the Matter rovce srier
Demolishes Another Myth Generals Shouldn’t Make

;
§
!
|
-

g
£
:
g
:
f
L
H
4
g
i
§
i

¢ o [}
Opinions of Others

We shall never regain control of our foreign aid
program by shaving a few hundred million here and
there. The only way to bring it to earth is for the Con-
gress to rebel and reject just one foreign aid bill. With-
in two weeks the Administration and the State Depart-
ment would come back with a bill cut down to size and,
1 hope, with some of the sham and secrecy torn off.—
Sen. Norris Cotton, R-N.H.

* k- *

If you're one of those who longs for those early
days when life was “simple” better take another look.
The pages of those early papers are dotted with stories
of the untimely deaths of children and adults from
diphtheria, smallpox, scarlet fever, hydrophobia, and
lockjaw. Diphtheria, in particular, wiped out whole fam-
ilies. And the stories of one family losing two or more
children to any one of the dread diseases that are now
wiped out by inoculations were numerous. Life couldn’t
have been too simple when people were helpless before
the threat of almost every disease and ailment that
human flesh is heir to.—Antioch (Ill.) News.

* k- *

Ruling by the Federal Communications Commis-
sion that radio and television stations which accept
cigarette advertising must give “a significant amount
of time” to opponents of cigarettes to air their views
is in every sense of the word an act of stupidity. This is
a dangerous ruling, and the trouble is that it represents
the assumption of bureaucratic power which was never
intended. If the FCC is permitted to take this stand on
the advertising of cigarettes, there is no telling what
it will try to do mext with respect to advertising.—
Scotland Neck (N.C.)) Commonwealth.
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Morning Report:

The dogs of my childhood ate the same things I
did — with the exception of licorice whips and ice
cream — and thrived on the diet. That’s why I see no
reason why present-day dogs need the amazing canned

commercials.
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delicacies of the TV
The other night, the man promised dogs a balanced

diet in a certain can. My mother believed in a balanced ing
diet for children and as a result, that's what the dogs

got. Even though sometimes the dogs’ dinners were a
little loaded on the side of calf’s liver and spinach.

1 also have a theory that dogs that eat scraps —
that’s what they were called — are bound more closely
to their masters. There's a tie between them that no
mass-produced canned meal can equal. Just as most run-
away husbands have been nourished on TV-dinners.

Abe Mellinkoff
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