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Municipal Court Judge 
Otto Willett Succumbs

By Commission

A ROYAL KISS . . . Cy the Sea Lion gives Princess Caroline of Monaco a roy­ 
al kiss during   tour of Marineland Thursday. Princess Caroline, accompanied 
by her brother, Andrew, 9, and sister, Stephanie, 2H, and her father. Prince 
Ranier, spent most of the day touring the huge Marineland exhibits.

(Press-Herald Photo)

Opens Tomorrow

Union
Into Tower Office

Torrance city planners ap­ 
proved a precise plan for the 
extension of Madrona and 
Maple avenues between Sepul­ 
veda and Lomita boulevards 
during the Wednesday night 
Planning Commission meet 
ing.

In effect, the measure 
would allow a building mora-

rium to be lifted in the area
ivered in the plan.
"It's another way of nan-
ing the problem," said Stan

warts, planning associate.

ALTHOUGH the city coun 
1 will not have to revise the 
aster plan of the city, it will 

ave to approve the precise 
an, Swarts said. 
The plan reserves the right- 
'-way for the city through

future industrial area be- 
ween Crenshaw Boulevan

the east and Hawthorne 
boulevard on the west. The 
orthern boundary is 235th

Union Bank's South Bay

level with our type of bank 
ing. Consumers,' i n c 1 u d i n ( 
housewives and profession* 
people can also get expert 
counsel with regard to their 
financial needs."

Union Bank's new region-'Bay," said Heidt, 
ork hard as aRegional Office will open its al office is one of 10 regional 

doors for business tomorrow, head offices serving South- 
in the new 13-story Union ern California. Each regional 
Bank Tower building located head office carries on the 
in the Del Amo Financial Cen­ 
ter, Hawthorne Boulevard and 
Carson Street.

The new office, staffed by 
26 employes and headed by 
John M. Heidt, regional vice 
president, will occupy major 
portions of the plaza and gar 
den levels of the building.

"We are a regional head­ 
quarters bank which has all 
of the customer service de­ 
partments of a downtown 
metropolitan bank, including 
trust, international, escrow, 
commercial, real estate, instal 
ment, and accounts receivable 
loan departments," Heidt said.

"OUR EXPERIENCED per­ 
sonnel have major lending au­ 
thority. This is an important JOHN M. HEIDT 
benefit to growing, vibrant Heads Regional Office 
companies in the area since
they can satiafy their financial tradition of providing com 
requirement* at the local Plete banking services under

"and wi 
team tc 

money engineer' the financia 
 equirements of our custo 

rs to give them maximum 
exibility."

HEIDT POINTED" out tha
spite of the bank's recen

ove into the area last May
is not a newcomer to th

rea. "We have many long
me customers in this are
eluding landowners whose

ncestors were the first Span
rds to settle here," he said
The bank has actively dem

nstrated its confidence in th
outh Bay in providing th
instruction funds for man
rejects including the De
Imo Financial Center.

"We want to continue f
ancing worthwhile project
hat will contribute to th

growth of this dynamic area
Heidt laid.

one roof with special empha 
sis on personal service.

"We have a permanent staf 
of imaginative and creative 
bankers who have dedicatee 
their careers to the South

Getting to Know You

Familiar Bandit Gets 
$632 in Area Robbery
The familiar face and note said, "You know what to d

of a robber appeared over the w|th it Put the money in It
counter at Tammy Thomp­ 
son's teller window at South­ 
west Savings Wednesday. This 
time, the bandit escaped with 
$632 only two weeks after he 
had robbed the same teller at 
the savings and loan

Employes told Torrance po­ 
lice the same man who walked 
Into the savings and loan, 
1003 Cravens Ave., and took 
$1,581 Aug. 2 after threaten 
ing the teller with an unseen 
weapon, casually handed the 
fame teller a similar note de­ 
manding money.

Handing her a paper bag he the savings and loan.

Although no weapon was 
seen, the teller complied b 
filling the bag with $632.

As the familiar suspect lei 
hidden camera's were act 
vated by bank employes. The 
film has been sent to the Jl 
in Long Beach for study.

The man was described as 
about 23 to 25 years of ag 
and weighing 160 pounds.

As in the first robbery, tin 
thief fled through a rear door 
Into an automobile and dnn 
down the alley at the rear

Meeting: Slated
Members of the Torran 

Joard of Education will co 
vene at 7:30 p.m. Monday f 
a regular meeting. The si 
 ion will be held at the achot 
liatriot administrative offices 
335 Plaza del Amo.

reel while the southern
Hindary extends to Lomita
lulevard.
Completion of streets under

plan also would allow 
ndowner Dan Butcher ac-

to his presently land- 
eked acerage. The street ex 
nsion would open the prop- 

rty on both Madrona and 
aple avenues.

COMMISSIONER George 
rewster objected to the plan 

>ecause it was a substitution 
a master plan change anc 

ue to the fact that the Haw 
lorne Freeway may be 
»uted through the section. I
is occurs, he said, the street 

xtension would have to be 
llminated.
The Planning Commission

Youngster 
Struck by 
Vehicle

A child, neighbors said wa 
often running into the stree 
near his home was struc 
lown by a car Thursday as h 

wheeled a small scooter int 
he street on Fern Avenu 

near 226th Street.
Andre Philip Fortin, 4, o 

22703 Fern Ave., was take 
o Little Company of Mar) 
dary Hospital after being h 
>y an auto driven by Jon 
han Powers Boutin, 18, o 
1327 Amapola Ave., but was 
reported recovering at horn 
on Friday.

The child appeared in th 
path of the auto at 2270 
Fern Ave. from behind 
parked car and was hit afte 
Boutin skidded 45 feet. Wi 
nesses said the driver w; 
traveling between 25 and 3 
mph when the child enterec 
the street.

Four-year-old Andre 
hurled 24 feet on impact an 
suffered multiple abrasions 
his back, knees and elbow 
Attendants also suspected i 
temal injuries.

Driver of the auto was n 
held by Torrance police.

lan.
Commissioner Gerald Alte 

pposed the plan with Brew 
:er because of the commis- 
IOH'S previous action on th 
latter July 7.

Four Men 
Arrested 
For Theft

OTTO B. WILLETT 
Veteran Judge Dies

New Gains 
Reported 
By Library

Circulation figures from 
be five Torrance librarie

Otto B. Willett, presiding 
dge of the South Bay Mu- 
cipal Court until earlier this 
onth, died early Friday 
orning at Little Company of 
ary Hospital. 
Judge Willett, who was ad- 
itted to the hospital last July 
, succumbed at 6:45 a.m. 
is death was blamed on con 
estive heart failure and 
nemia.
The veteran jurist, who was 
ected to his third term 
residing judge of the South 
ay Court last December, re-

rging of his doctors. He hac 
erved as presiding judge in 
961 and 1964. 
"His doctors believed the 

ressures of office were too 
much," Mrs. Glenna Rae Wil

port after . voTe * T sh°wed and increM* °f abou 

gainst a motion to deny th 700 during July over the July
1966. period, according to 
William S. Geller, county 11 
brarian.

Geller, in a report on pul 
lie use of the Los Angele 
County Libraries, said an in 
crease of about 5V4 per cen 
was noted throughout th 
county. *

Total circulation for th 
five Torrance branches wa 
reported to be 56,723, com 
pared to 56,093 for July, 196C 

Four Los Angeles men were The figures for individu
irrested Thursday night on 
uspicion of burglary by Tor­ 

rance police  while the men 
were cruising in an auto near 
he Douglas Aircraft Co.

Officers Larry Blow and 
David Hancock stopped the 
men after they observed them 
cruising through the Harvey 
Aluminum parking lot and 
then make a traffic violation 
on Western Avenue south of 
190th Street.

Arrested were Calvin Lewis 
20, of 154 W. 65th St.; Gill

tranches are: El Retire, 8,73
sab el Henderson, 11,26

North Torrance, 8,809; To
ranee, 20,734; and Walter!
',142.

Only

Walner, 19, of 1531 E. 80th Lomita Library are 5,975 f 
St.; Charles Roberts, 20, of last month, compared to 5,3 
1744 W. 4th St.; and Wendell for July, 1966. 
Robinson, 20, of 1767 W. 37th 
St

The officers stopped the ve 
hide after it attempted to 
turn into the Douglas Air

the Torrance an
'forth Torrance branch 

show increases compared
he same month last yet 

Slight decreases from Ju 
1966, were reported by t 
remaining branches in t 
city. 

Circulation figures for t

Rites Held for 
Veteran Jurist

n the Palos Verdes area and, 
in 1940, opened law offices in

FROM 1M2 until his elee- 
on to the South Bay Munici­ 

pal Court in 1952, Judge WB- 
ett served in courts through- 
ut the county on assignment 
rom the Chief Justice of the 
tale Supreme Court. 

In 1952. he was elected to 
he South Bay Municipal 

Court when the new judicial
gned that post Aug. 8 at the district was created. He was

ears, explained.
* *

A VETERAN of nearly 25 
ear* on the bench, Judg 

Willett also had served 
Torrance city attorney an 
or four years was engagec 
n private practice in this cit; 

'We have lost an outstand 
ng jurist," Fred Benson, 
^edondo Beach attorney an

reflected in 1958 and 1904.
lis current term would have
xpired in 1970. 
Judge Willett was a mem-

>er of the Torrance Masonic 
Lodge, a past president of the

tt, his wife of nearly 30 Torrance Rotary Club, and the)

last president of the South 
lay Bar Association, said. 
One of unimpeachable hon­ 
esty and integrity. His 25 
rears on the bench have been 
i tribute to the entire judicial 
ystem." 

Today would have been the 
25th anniversary of Judge

35th exalted ruler of the Re- 
dondo Beach Elks Lodge. He 
was a member of the YMCA. 
the Torrance Chamber of 
Commerce, and the Hollywood 
Riviera Homeownen Associa­ 
tion.

IN ADDITION to his wid­ 
ow, Judge Willett is survived 
by two sons. Steven, 26, is at-
ending the University of 
Tegon, where he is studying 
or his master's degree. Wil- 
iam, 23, recently was com­ 

missioned an ensign in the 
U. S. Navy.

Private memorial services 
were conducted at the White 
and Day Mortuary Chapel In

Willett's first appointment to Redondo Beach, with burial
he bench. He was appointed 
Torrance City Judge Aug. 19, 
1942.

JUDGE Willett was born 
Feb. 8, 1912, in Effingham, 
111. He attended the Univer 
sity of Illinois, where he re­ 
ceived a bachelor's degree in

the University 
California.

He earned his law degree cessive tax assessments."
in 1936 from USC and w:

State Bar the same year.
Judge Willett practiced law 

for four yean with an uncl

n Pacific Crest Cemetery.

Meeting Slated 

On Property Tax
Property owners from 

throughout Torrance have
journalism in 1929. He came been invited to attend an or- 
to California and enrolled at ganizational meeting Wednes-

Southern day to determine possible 
courses of action about "ex-

Walter Wiitanen said the
admitted to the California meeting will be held at 1215

Crenshaw Blvd.. at 8 p.m.
All property owners are in­ 

vited to attend, he said.

At Institute
Anthony V. Carrillo, son o 

craft service road about 2:30 Mr. and Mrs. A. Carrillo 01
a.m. A search of the auto and 
persons turned up a credit 
card and payroll check not
owned by any of the four- He is a graduate of Torranct
some, gloves and tools.

1645 W. 223rd St., has en 
rolled at Northrop Institutt 
of Technology in Inglewood

High School.

Seibert Memorial Fund Mounts
By ED FREUDENBURG
Proaa-Haraltf »Uff Wrlttr

The David N. Seibert Me­ 
morial Fund has reached 
$1,023 in contributions for the 
slain Torrance police officer's 
widow, according to Johnny 
Johnson of the Torrance Ki- 
wanis Club.

Of this amount, he said, 
$750 has been contributed by 
two organizations, while the 
remainder has been donated 
by individuals in amount* of 
from $1 to $25.

"It's hard to see when 
funds will be turned over to 
his widow," Johnson said.

PLANS ARE for the Ki- 
wanis Club to turn over the 
money after contributions

cease, Johnson said. A check 
for $500 was presented to the 
fund during Tuesday's Tor­ 
rance City Council meeting 
by Harvey Aluminum, Inc., 
and a check for $250 has been 
contributed by Union Bank.

Meanwhile, police are still 
searching for the prime sus­ 
pect In the murder, Jerry Lee 
O'Brien, while his mother has 
been arraigned in South Bay 
Municipal Court on charges of 
aiding the prison escape.

Mrs. Bettye Lee O'Brien 
was arraigned Wednesday on 
charges of aiding an escapee 
and receiving stolen property 
in her North Hollywood home.

The 68-year-old woman 
awaits preliminary hearing 
Sept. 5, on charges which in­ 
clude aiding in the escape

from a Tulare County prison 
camp. Prison officials report­ 
ed that the woman was seen 
in her auto a short time be­ 
fore her son was found miss­ 
ing near the camp in June.

O'BRIEN has been formal­ 
ly accused of the murder of 
Officer Seibert last Aug. 10 at 
the Foods Co. Market in Tor­ 
rance as he was attempting 
to stop a robbery. The suspect 
escaped with $15,000 and has 
been identified as the man 
who robbed a drug store in 
the San Fernando Valley last 
Sunday.

Also sought in the case is 
Bartholomew James Black­ 
burn Jr. who has been 
charged of armed robbery in 
another case.

Honor Folice, Firemen - - -
A salute to the Redondo Beach Polire and 

Fire Departments will br the theme for   laud 
to be sponsored by th« Redondo Beach Jaycees 
Friday at 6:30 p.m. at the Marine Park Swimming 
Lagoon. Glenn Johnston, president of the Jaycees, 
said the luau will give all residents of the city a 
chance to express their appreciation for the ef­ 
forts of the two departments. Tickets are priced 
at $.1.50 per person and all profits will be donated 
to the South Bay Mental Health Clinic.

Police Arrest Cab Driver---
A cab driver was arrested by Torrance police 

vice officers for possession of marijauna for sale 
Friday in his home at 4703 Cathann St. Arrested 
was Roger Rupe, 23, after officers found three 
bags of what they believed was marijuana in   
bedroom at his home. Officers contacted his par* 
ents prior to the actual arrest and asked of they 
could look through their son's belongings, dis­ 
covering the three bags.

City Files Nuisance Suit
The city of Torrance has filed suit against 

Hlebert, Inc., furniture manufactures, to prevent 
the company from continuing manufacturing op­ 
erations on residentially soned property at 17001 
Yukon Ave. The complaint charges the company's 
"operation and maintance is a public iraUuance," 
at the location, toned for multi-family residential 
units. A permanent Injunction from operating 
manufacturing opposed to city ordinance is con- 
mined In the suit filed Wednesday In Southwest 
Superior Court.


