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but producers, network pro-

-

By TERRENCE

Televisicn is the only med-
ium of entertainment in
which the producers have ab-
solutely no faith in their own|
taste. Judging from produc- by

ers I have met, this is prob-
ably fortunate. But picking
winners—ah, there is the test!

Once the show is on the

O'’FLAHERTY

the 1,100 Nielsen hillbillies to
find out if the series is a
hit. But what about those
weeks before the show is seen
the public? Three years
ago an ad agency developed
a plan for computer predic-
tions. So far it has proved to
be 67 per cent corrvet and

air, it is only a matter of
checking the prefererces of

33 per cent wrong. Tnese are
not very good percentages,

gr
w/grab at anything during this

| Assignment TV

.|gram’s final judgment.

|nated the following four
" |shows as the biggest hits of

s and sponscrs will
purgatory period in a pro-

The machinery has desig-

the new season soon to start:
‘“Tarzan,” “T.H.E, Cat” “Hey,
Landlord” and “Its About
Time.”
- L L

THE MACHINE con even
test a show that hasn't been
made yet. This is the ultimate
trick in ad agency magic. In
this case an audience listens
while the program idea is de-
scribed and then scores its

One of the shows in the
concept testing stage is the
new CBS variety series “The
Garry Moore Show” This
doesn’'t mean that Moore is
exactly new — although he
hag certainly put on weight
since his brief retire.nent and
looks like a fat, gray chip-
munk instead of the crew-cut
Princeton grad that viewers
knew a few seasons ago.

Garry Moore is actually a
square — with perkaps one
and maybe two rounded cor-
ners, His shows of yore were
usually viewable — neither
too sophisticated to puzzle
the cornhalls nor tuwo corny
to completely bore the so-

appeal. This is called “Con-
cept Testing.”

RECENTLY 1 had the op-
portunity to hear Moore tell
about his new series, First,|
why is he doing it?

“Well, it's been two long
years and I'm bored. You've
got to have someplace to go
in the morning."

Will his old gang still be
with him?

“Durward Kirby — yes.
Carol Burnett—no, of course.

I'll have a big staff of writers|. . .|

and my executive producer is
Pat Weaver (Sylvester L.)."

Guest stars?

“I'm hoping to find some
new talent. For that reason I
haven't started to took any
stars. Maybe by the time I

phisticated, if any of the
latter are still watching.

start looking in earnest all
the established stars will be

|booked and I'll have to find,
[someone new — like a new
Jack Benny which is not,
Jllkely [

LT
|

sonal approach is daapentely,
needed. “People in the tele-
vision audience are lonely, 1
hope to talk to thut lonely
viewer and make him feel
that somebody gives a darn

At this point, the pulse of
my own personal concept
testing device began to drop

State Needs Examiners

Driver license examiners
|are needed by the California|

les.

Civil Service examinations
for positions in the Torrance
office of the department will
be administered Aug. 13, ac-
cording to Charles Creighton,
local manager. Applications
must be submitted on or be-|°f
fore July 22.

| Salary range for the posi-
tion is $510 to $619 per

MOORE FEELS that a per- pepartment of Motor Vehic: month, Creighton said.

Qualifications for the posi.
tion include:

© College graduation or the
equivalent, or four years of
public contact work which
has involved discussion, ex-
pllnluon. and interpretation

products, policies, or pro-
cedures of an organization.

to a perilously slow beat. It
perked up a bit when he said
the show would cost $175,000
a week but dropped back
again to sub-normal when 1
learned his show would be|*|

seen opposite “Bonanza.”

© Possession of a valid Cal-
ifornia driver’s license.

In this concept, he did say
he had made some pians. H

has ordered 142 sweat shirts|months residency

l his crew which

T BONANZA.”

¢ Citizenship in the United
States and a minimum of 12
in Califor-
nia, dated trom the date of
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“WHY PAY MORE?”
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