A-8  PRESSHERALD

MAY 19, 1965

ADELINE DALEY

Hubby May Become Office Boy

1 finally got around to
reading the latest Vance
Packard critique of modern
society, “The Pyramid Climb-
ers,” which delineates, in
part, the role wives are sup-
:aed to play to help their

usbands reach the top of
their professions.

I've concluded, sadly, that
if everything Mr. Packard
writes is ftrue, I've just
“helped” my husband become
an applicant for the next of-
fice boy vacancy.

For I've been making some
of the same mistakes Mr.
Packard writes about in his
first book, “The Statug Seek-
ers"—I'm always a status
symbol or two behind the
times. For instance, I thought
it would be the “IN” thing for
us tp spend a vacation at
Squaw Valley. But now I real-
fze, NOT in August

Then, loo \\hen ovcrybody
else was entertaining at bar-
becues, to quote Mr. Packard,
“Upper class people prefer
relaxed informality,” we were
eating inside off tablecloths.
But as soon as we bought an
$8.95 portable barbecue, two
bottles of hickory-flavored
sauce and an apron for my
husband, emblazoneq with
“Come and Get It,” every-
body in the chic set returned
inside. “Elegance returns!”
advised the women's maga-
bines,

The chapter in “The Pyra-
mid Climbers” which upsets
me most, however, i the one
“The Wife—Distraction, De-
traction or Asset?" Particu-
larly, the part which reveals
that many employers pay
visits to the home of their

hirelings to find out, “Is this
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