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imade about television in the
{American living room during
{the course of an evening
I If commands are someday
{to be obeyed, an astomishing
{number of television sets ars
lgoing to find themselves
{jumping into the lake with-
jout taking the time to pull
ithe plug out of the wall,
| RCA. of course, envisions the
‘human voice ‘mmg “Tune to
‘i ‘hannel 4" or “Goodnight
iJohnny Carson,” but I have
iscme bad news for them. A
{viewer may also say “You
ican take that set back to the
manufaciurers and . . . ”
YOU'LL HAVE to watch
|your conversation in fronf of
{the set. When your wife
.mrnx in and says, “Good
{night, honey,” the television
{turns off. Or if your wife
tells you to shut up (which is
more likely than “Good night,
honey") the ielevision may
obey before she does. The
i possibilities are endless. The
ldangers are everywhere.
“Scientists ai our Prince
{fon laboratories have ob-
{tained 2 patent for a syliable
{analyzer that takes spoken
words apart and ermpresses
them into electronic code,”
continuved W. Walter Watts,
the RCA spokesman, execu-
tive vice president. “In its
present form the analyzer can
recognize about 200 gsylla-
bles,”

* & =

| THAT'S ABOUT right for
ithe average American home
dialogue when the television
set is on, | would guess —
probably too many. With con-
versation rapidly becoming
a lost art all over the land,
there will soon be no need for
anything but the most basic
words anyway, starting with
the following vocabulary for
viewing:

C

i o1t
Hell Damn
Bathroom

* Refrigerator
Coffee
Beer
Quiet

thx?ﬁenyaddixjon of a few
prepositions, and in better
educated circles, adjectives,
the whole spectrum of human
communication wlule viewing
television can be readily up-
jderstood. University of Calie
fornia students and mosie
stars like Eva Marie Saint
can get along with even
shorter wmdx.

-
I THINK l'l's just dandy
that RCA sets will soon be
able to obey our arders. What
I'm worried about is this:
when we will start having to
obey orders from the tele
vision set?
“In 10 to 20 years the tele-
vision picture iube should
give way 1o a thin screen, one
or two inches thick, and large
enough 10 cover 2 living room
wall or small encugh to fit
into a pochet” concluded
RCA.
In his grim prophecy
“1984" George Orwell eo-
visioned the giant police state
of “Big Brother,” where the
home television set could be
used for viewing either way—
you could watch Big Brother
and Big Brother could watch
you. The glare of the picture
could be dimmed a little but
it couid never be turned off.
The TV set of 1884 was de-
iscribed s “a  thin screea
|large enough to cover the liv-
ling room wall , . "

{ But it never obeyed the
|viewers' commands.
| Good night, General Sar

m)ﬂ‘

xTract Approved
Near Freeway

| Plwns for a fiveacre sab-
division wnear the Harbor
{Freeway overpass at ‘Tor-
irance Boulevard have been

approved by the Regional
Planning Commission,
Owner Dan E. Butcher,

{2871 Torrance Blvd., will sub-
idivide the area for 28 single-
rlumly lots,
r,\nou.uwr A(( fPTED
Judy Hoover, 22635 Kath-
fryz Ave, bas been accepted
Hm enroliment ai Oklahoma
College for Women for the
196566 college year subject
to su-cessiul compietion of
ithe curre~t semester's class.
iroom work, Miss Hoover wiil
{bg a sephomore,



