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Citv and County Officials Launch Annual Safe Space Heater (l'll\d(l(‘

Los Angeles city and coun-
ty officials have launched
Southern California’s 13th
annual “Safer Space Heater”
crusade

With conler her on the
way, the purpose of the an-
nual campaign is to alert the
Southland public to the po-
tential hazards of using obso-
lete, unvented and open-
flame space heaters

The officials planned a
concested, county-wide pro-
gram of inspection and pub-
lic education through news-
papers, radio and television
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<Hm'd in 1952, an average of
40 to 50 accidental deaths at-
tributable to unvented heat-
ers were reported each year

This figure has been cut
more than half through the
annual inspection and educa-
tion program

Last year there was a 30
per cent drop in incidents
over the 1963-64 figure. Re-
leased figures for last year
show seven incidents involv-
ing unvented heaters, in
which 11 persons died

“We estimate there are
more than 250,000 unvented
‘heating heirlooms’ installed
in area homes today,” report-
ed L. E. Henry of Southern
California Gas Co.

Holding an exam ple of the 250,000 unvented, open-flame

space heaters now being used in Los Angeles County,
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tem to carry combustion
products out of the house

The unvented, improperly
maintained, heater can pro-
duce carbon monoxide, In a
room without sufficient ven-
tilation, a major build-up of
carbon monoxide can be dan-
gerous
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