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From the Mailbox

™ Prices in Europe Still

Reasonable, He Reports

Editor, Press-Herald:

In a recent issue (Sunday,
Sept. 5) you featured on the
front page a report from
Councilman Ross A, Sciar-
rotta, the gist of which is
that Americans should stay
away from Europe because
prices are exhorbitant and
everyone is out to gouge the
American tourist,

My wife and I have just
returned from a two month
tour of the major countries
of Europe, including all of
Great Britain, and our ex-
periences were definitely
contrary to those reported
by Mr, Scriarrotta. In fact,
his statements lead me to
belive that Mr. Sciarrotta
must have followed the rou-
tine and well-worn tourist
channels, and must have
stayed in luxury hotels and
patronized the high-priced
bars and restaurants which
admittedly exist chiefly as
traps for “the wealthy
American” and which can
prove quite costly for those
who are foolish enough to
patronize them, just as cer-
tain hotels, restaurants, and
night spots in this country
charge notoriously high
prices to those who venture
into them, Has Mr. Sciar-
rotta ever tried to order
only a salad in the Twenty-
One Club, for example?
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Let us examine some of
Mr. Sciarrotta's statements
in detail: “There are three
sets of prices in Europe, one
for the natives, one for
other Europeans, and one
for Americans.” If Mr. Sciar-
rotta had stuck, as we did,
to medium price bars and
restaurants (which provide
excellent service and food)
he would have found that in
the bars the prices are list-
ed on the wall, and anyone
who pays more than the list-
ed price is rather naive,

Again, if Mr, Sciarrotta
found that “meals in (Euro-
pean) restaurants are much
higher than what we pay for
meals in America,” he must
have restricted himself to
the “luxury” circuit. 1 still
have a check for a dinner
which my wife and I hand in

lamb chops for Mrs. Moore
and roast beef for me, two
strawberry tarts each, and a
pot of tea containing enough
for two generous cups each

(Yes, for the TWO of us!),
to which 1 added a 21-cent
tip. Admittedly, the restau-
rant was not fancy, but the
food was good. In Cologne
we had an excellent dinner,
complete, for $2.50 each, in-
cluding the service charge;
in the Los Angeles area,
where does Mr, Sciarrotta
find excellent meals in good
restaurants for less money
than this?

In Rome we ate very good
meals at several restaurants
in the square adjacent to
the main railway station. We
had our choice of sidewalk
or indoor tables, and never
did we pay more than $1.75
for a complete dinner.

* R %

In hotels where the “serv-
ice charge” is added to the
bill (and most of it was in
our case 15 per cent, rang-
ing from that down to 10
per cent), anyone who tips
another 10 per cent is either
very foolish or very profli-
gate or both; if the service
has been exceptionally good,
an extra 2 per cent added
to the bill will bring happy
smiles and very sincere

stance was there the slight-
est intimation that we shouid
give tips if there was a serv-
ice charge included in the
bill. One learns (or should
learn!) very early to ask in
each country (and the neces-
sary foreign phrasing is eas-
ily available from a Berlitz
hrase book): “Is the service
ncluded? In France, for ex-
ample, one asks, “Service

compris? (Sehr-vees com-
pree?)”
It is true that, by our

standards, soft drinks are
expensive; this is because
most of the places selling
drinks are in business to sell
alcoholic drinks, and are not
much interested in soft
drinks, By the way, How
much would a Coke or a
Seven-Up cost at the Coco-
nut Grove? If you really
want soft drinks at reason-
able prices, they can be ob-
tained at many of the small
grocery shops.

Coming back to Mr. Sciar-
rotta’s salad, if he really
wanted to go to a restaurant
and have a salad and noth-
ing else, it would be very
easy to do so: select a res-
taurant which has the menu
posted in the window (as all
but the very expensive res-
taurants and “clip joints”
do); the menu will be in two
parts, the “a la carte” and
the “table d'hote.” If, of
course, you order the “table
d'hote” (called in many
F rench restaurants the
“menu de jour”), you are or-
dering a complete meal, and
must pay for all of it vheth-
er you eat it or not, which is
the situation prevailing in
all restaurants here. If, how-
ever you order “a la carte,”
you may order and pay for
as little as you wish,

For example, several times
my wife and I ordered for
lunch an omelet and tea (the
French omelets, especially
the ones with mushrooms are
an epicure’s delight!), and
there was never the slight-
est objection, even though
an omelet is considered by
Europeans as something
which one eats after the
soup and preceding the
main course, We were able
to get this type of lunch
even in the Hotel Palais
d'Orsay in Paris, which is
comparable to the Biltmore
in Los Angeles, The price of
these simple luncheons
varied from 80 cents to $1,
including service charge. So,
Mr, Sciarrotta could easily
have found many places
where he could have or-
dered his salad without hav-
ing to order anything else!

Mr, Sciarrotta mentions
taxi fares. In Paris my wife
and I arrived from Le Havre
at St. Lazare Station a cou-
ple of hours before we were
due to check in at the air-
port for our trip home, As
my wife had not seen Sacre
Coeur Church (in my opin-
ion, easily the most beauti-
ful edlnce in all of Europe),
I asked the taxi driver if he
could take us to Sacre
Coeur, give us 15 minutes to
see the church, and still get
us to the airport in time,

He said he could, so he
drove us through the Mon-
martre to the church, and
waited while we explored
the place both inside and
out, He thein took us to Le
Bourget Airport, a consider-
able distance from the cen-
ter of Paris, It is true that
he made an extra charge for
driving the taxi back empty
to the city, but it was only
about 15 per cent of the
fare; the total fare was
$4.40, including the tip. Can
Mr. Sciarrotta get a taxi to
take him from Los Angeles
Internationa] Airport to St.
Paul's Cathedral in central
Los Angeles and then to
Torrance for $4.40?

iy

Now for the hotels, The
average price we paid for a
hotel room for the two of us
in Europe was about $7, and
most of the time this includ-

‘ed breakfast—and in Eng-

land the breakfasts were
hearty and substantial! We
spent our first night in Eu-
rope at a new and very mod-
ern motel, where we paid
$5 for a truly luxurious
room with a private bath, In
a French village we paid $3
for a very charming room
with twin beds, BUT, we
stayed away from the Hil-
tons and the big luxury type
hotels!

As for wine, 1 don't know
where Mr, Sciarrotta bought
his, but my experience in

France and Italy was that a|

glass of wine with a meal
was not more than 20 cents,
and one could have a one-
litre bottle of Chinanti
served with a meal for less
than 75 cents, and could buy
it a shop for about 30 cents.
(A litre is about a quart),
Finally, my wife needed to
have her hair done several
times while we were in Eu-
rope. The price of a “sham- ]
poo and set” was $2.20 in
Monte Carlo and France, and |(%
$1.54 in England, including
the tip. Ask any housewife
how this compares with
what she pays for a shampoo

and set in Torrance! On the s,

last day we were in England
1 decided to get a hair-cut;
the hair-cut was 49 cents, a
shampoo was 63 cents, and
the barber was almost de-
liriously happy with the 21
cent tip I gave him—a total

of $1.34 for a hair-cut, sham.
poo, and tip!
o b

I have estimated that our
expenses in Europe, includ-
ing rooms, meals, entertain-
ment (we saw both the Mou-
lin Rouge and the Folies|
Bergere in Paris, and went
to the Palladium and the
“Talk of the Town” in Lon-
don), two trips across the
Irish Sea by steamer, one
trip across the North Sea to
Holland, three trips across
the EngUsh Channel by car
ferry, a train ride from
Hook of Holland to Wolf-
burg, Germany (where we
picked up our car at the fac-
tory), another train ride
from Le Havre to Paris, and
all running expenses (in-
cluding cost of garaging in
some cities) for the car,
averaged about $35 a day
for the two of us.

My conclusion is that if
one is judicious and is able
to use discretion and com-
mon sense, he can have a
wonderful time in Europe,
see some of the most beau-
tiful scenery in the world,
visit the places where an-
cient history was made and
where modern history be-
gan, and meet some fascin-
ating people and observe|t
some very quaint and inter-
esting traditions and cus-
tomes (for example, in
northern Italy and southern
France the peasants are us-
ing milch sows as draft ani-
mals to pull farm imple-
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Public NotICr-

upon narrow streets as authorized
herein, no person shall park
vehicle upon any such street in
violation of any such sign or
marking.'
SECTION 3.
That &rllnn 17 144 On'ill’d
“‘Truck traffic in the city"” of * The
Code of the City of Torrance, 1954'"
is_hereby repealed in its entirety.
SECTION 4.
That a new Section 17. 144 entitled
“Truck traffic in the city’’ is here-
3! added to ““The Code of 'hn C\ly
annmrr l!M' as follow
. Sec. 17.144. Tyuck trlmc m the
©

ity.
A Outside origin.
One inside llesnnluon point
AII trucks entering the city for al
destination point in the city shall

»

of Trust, by reason of a breach or
default in the obligations secured
thereby, heretofore executed and
delivered to the undersigned
written Declaration of Default and
Demand for Sale, and written no-
tice of breach and of election to
cause the undersigned to sell said
property to satisfy said nhl!;nllnm
x\nd thereafter, on June 17, 1965,
he nnderﬂlned caused said notice
o' breach and of election to be re-
corded in book M1893, page 542, of
said Official Records.
Date: B« lombor 21, 1965

E URAN(E AND
TRUST (‘OllP
as said Tru
By RlCHARD A WALTER
Anl-un\ Secretary

proceed only over an
truck route and shall deviate only
at the intersection with the street,
upon which such traffic is per-
mitted, nearest to the destination
int Upon leaving the destina-
fon point, a deviating truck shall

return to the truck route by t

shortest permissible route

2. llulnrlr inside destination|
points.  All trucks entering the
for _multiple
points shall proceed only over
established truck routes anﬂ shall
deviate only at the intersection
with the street, upon which such
traffic is permitted, nearest to the|
first dest Mllon pnlm Upon leav-
ing rst destination point, a
deviating truck shall proceed to|
other destination points by the| g
shortest direction and only over
ltrnu upon which such traffic isg .
permitt; Upon leaving the last
destination point, a deviatin
truck shall return to the truck|
route by the shortest permlulblo
route,

B. Inside origin.

1 Outside duun-mm point. All
trucks on a gin: lllnl in
the city and lnvelml in the city
for a destination polnl out:
the city shall proceed by
shortest permissible route ovcr
nlmu on which such traffic is|

ed to a truck route as

destination

he Cllﬂomu, for the County of Lo:

m-'"
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Superior Court of the State of
Angeles.
In the Matter of the Estate of
HAROLD W, KILLINGSWORTH,
Deceased.
Notice is hereby given to credi-
tors having claims against the said
decedent to file sald claims in the
office of the nlcrk of the aforesaid

court or to present them to the
under:!ned al nu office of Ilitch-
Bowma 211 orr-ncc

Bh-d ln the Clty of Torrance
oresald County, which lnter
office is the place of business of
the undcnllmd in all matters per-
taining to said estate. Such claims

udny M. Killingswort
Executrix of ln .ﬂ{‘ o';
deceden!

Nln uhb" hed
ints. Al|

kinl
Ing in the cit y

lestination polm lluldt !he

all proceed by the

permissible route over
which such traffic is
:d truck route as he

rmitted lo
n establish-

SECTION 5,
Any provisions of the Torrance
City C e, or appendices thereto, in-

»|consistent’ herewith, to the oxun!
ol mh inconsistences nd
or, are hereby repeal
IKCTO 6.
This ordinance shall take effect
thirty days after the date of its

PH—3488

NOTICE OF SALE OF REAL
PROPERTY AT PRIVATE SALE
488744

rior Courl of the Stat t
mi" a, for the County of Los

In the Matter of the Estate of.
CYRIL EDWA
CYRIL B MONGHAN | m
un'f!::-'ﬁ'n'.a Wil sell e
sale, to the highest an

Public Notice

J. DUFFY as judgment debtors,
showing a net balance of $216.35
actually due on said judgment on

althe date of the issuance of said

execution, I
the right, ¢ and interest of
said judgment debtors in the prop-
erty in the County of Los Angeles,
State r-l California, described as
Trlrl 17132, Lot 8, as record-
ed in Map Book 489, Pages
1-2 in the Official Records of
t'le Lou Angeles  County re-
er, _commonly known as
;{Nl! 8. Ladeene, Torrance,

"FREBY GIVEN
um on Friday, Octol 22,

5, | follow:

3231
T lvd., City of Torrance,
County of ngelu State of
California, 1 sell at publlc

8 . n-
terest of said judgment debtors in

S| the above described property, or so

much thereof as may bs necessary
to satisfy said execution, with ac-
crued interest and costs
ed at_Torrance, California,
September 20, 1965,
LESLIE R. KEAYS,
MARSHAL
\(unlrln-l Court
A?elo- Coumv
RARI,
n|Donald M, Kamwr
rmmm': Attorney
P.O, Box 57091

Fiint Station
Los Angeles, Calif.
8—Sept. 26: Ocl 3. 10, 17, 1965

H—3488
NOTIC! 0' PUILIC HEARINGS
NOTICE 1S HEREBY GIVEN
that Public Hearings will be held
before the Torrance P’lnnnln (‘om-
mission at 7:00 r
1965 in_the Council Ch-mborl Clly
L Torr-nct on the following
65.45: Petition  of
Commercial De
ment on property located on the
northeast corner ol Bopulvcdn

Boulevard and An enue.

CASE NO. .3-4.1 Polluon of
SHELL OIL COMPANY for a Pre-
cise Plan of Commercial Develnp-
ment on y on the
sm:lmml corner of Anza Avenue
and Torrance
All persons interested {n the
above matters are requested to be
present the Hearings or to sub-
mu their written approval or dis-

ldogtlon and prior to the
Ifteen s from the passage |
thereof rhnll published at least(¥|
once in the Torrance Press-herald,
a2 semiweekly newspaper of en-nl
circulation, published md circulat.
od_in the City of Torranc

Introduced and apj M this Tth Mi rwise, 00. Ihn
I e i 04, S, 4 15 o
of leplfmbrlr.“b. eo’l"nul: re:lm XX un

rt Tse
vor of the Olly of Tor-
rance

Bivd., Torrance, Counly MTI::.A
eles, State of Calif all ‘the

right, R
at the time of
ull uu rl:hl lftl A=4° e
said

operation of law or

the County ! !l :n
of California, unlcnhrr described
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If You're Reading,
You're Looking —

If You're Looking
«+ . WE Have it!!

Visit McMahan’s Bar- |
gain Annex . . . Fur
niture,  Appliances, |
TV's and Beddi

DlSPLAY CLASSIFIED I )

PRESS-HERALD B-3

Upholstery, Cleaning 30

DO NOT THROW AWAY
Your Old Overstuffed

Suite!
Call us and wo will make it
better than ne:
Serving hnrbor area llncu Iiﬂ
Guaranteed Wor!

A-1l UPHOLSTERING CO

ELECTRICAL REPAIRS 31

“SE HAILA ESPANOL"
YOU DE WITH us
FIOM START TO FINISH
P O'IANK. NO FINANCE

Gas Dryer, like new. $49.83
Apt. Range

Norge Electric Range ', Off

4-piece group (coral pl

By s | e
1

FREE DELIVERY

McMahan's

Furniture
Downtown Torrance

FA 81252
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JO ll‘i JONES

-LICENSED

| PLECTRICIAN-
All kinds of Electrical -m

Lowest p rk-u Work
Free . FA 8-86

HOME SERVICES

TV, Radio, etc.
PIANO TUNING
:&‘n.ﬁ‘?:.:"q‘..m, rga"?::'uu.

TV

ANT!-'VNA installation &
|{“l‘rn nnlenm checkup.
or

IUILDING &S Supplln 34

DEAL WITH A
SPECIALIST

ROOM ADDITloNs
FAMII.Y ROOMS
Ly co e
Ouu.l;lz'eunmu«.

RUSSELL
CONSTRUCTION
22330

NDED

D, OR NIGHT
FREE ESTIMATES

320-4570

'HOT SALE

PREFINISHED PANELING

Pranca| ROCK BOTTOM PRICES
16 PLAIN

CALL US & SAVE




