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Retailers Cheer
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Pantry Blues

Whenever I shop for food and sundries, custo-
mers behind be in the check-stand line must as-
sume that I'm leaving on a six-months’ excursion
into Outer Tibet. I've figured that with the time
I spent composing grocery lists each week 1 could
be writing the great American novel.

Despite these efforts to assure a well-stocked
larder, I am continually out of certain items. Heav
en help the day we have to move into a bomb shel-

ter. I'd be sure to forget something vital. Like
food.

Of course, I've grown accustomed to find-
ing our refrigerator stripped within 20 min-
utes of a supply of 59-cent-a-pound fruit.
Hiding anything from my seven kids is like
hoping that an invasion of boll weevils will
bypass your cotton plantation. I've also given
up trying to hoard soft drinks. Even the bottle
of Coca-Cola I used to hide in the chande-
lier for myself.

The fastest “disappearing act” of all is Mara-
schino cherries, with potato chips second and salt-
ed nuts third.

What frustrates me most, however, is being
out of wrapping paper, Scotch tape and/or rib-
bon five minutes before one of my children is to
leave for a birthday party. I seem to buy gift-wrap
by the case lot and ribbon by the mile; but where
it it now?

Shoelaces are another article I never seem to
have at the right time. And the lace in one of my
husband’s shoes invariably breaks five minutes
before he is to leave for work.

Barbecue lighter fluid is another item on
the “missing list.” My husband will have the
steaks marinated, the briquets laid out in the
barbecue pit and then | discover that I have
forgotten to buy fluid.

Because I cannot always drive to the super-
market to pick up forgotten items, my usual re-
course is to call my husband at work and ask if
he'd mind stopping at the store on his way home,
Bread or milk he doesn’t seem to mind, but I am
given the distinct impression that he is not thrilled
to pick up things like a lone bottle of vanilla ex-
tract, a jar of mustard or a can of cat food, which
are but a few more of the “Forgettables.”

The all-time, all-points favorite that |
find missing most often is Band-aids. Again, |
purchase enough of them to supply any pro
football team but it’s impossible to find one ]
when one of the kids comes running into the
house bleeding.

I guess I'll just have to learn to live with the
situation, Or rather, live without,
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