- Coastal Drilling Permits Subject of State Hearing

By CHARLES E. CHAPEL
Assemblyman, 46th Distriet

The subject of exploring
for oil and gas pools tnder
the land or under the sea is
always controversial any-
where along the shores of the
United States. Then, when
the exploration for oil and

gas resulls in the discovery!

of oil and gas in quantities
sufficient to make drilling
and pumping profitable, an-
other argument breaks loose,
blood pressures climb rapid-
ly, and the voices of people
on both sides of “a gasoline

IChapter

1724, Sfatutes of
1955, prohibits drilling for
oil and gas from the Ventura
County line (north of the City
of Santa Monica) to Point Vi-
cente, néar San Pedro, ex-
cept where eities owned their
own tideland grants from the
State, and wheré such grants
gave the cities the authority
fo vote for or against oil
drilling, thus preserving to
those cities the right of home
rule. You can find my
amendment in the Public Re-
sources Code, California Stat-
utes, published by both the

war,” sometimes called “an
oil drilling fight,” become
Joud and shrill. This is es-
pecially true when anyone
mentions oil drilling in or
near Santa Monica Bay
During the 1955 General
Session of the California
State Legislature, 1 intro-

West Publishing Co. of St.

Paul, Minn, and the Ban-

croft-Whitney Co., of San

Francisco, available in any

lawyer's library,
.

ONE REASON for extend-
ing the protection from the
Ventura County Line to Point
duced an amendment fo an Vicente in my 1955 amend-
oil drilling bill, Assembly ment was the great difficulty
Bill No. 3402, My amend-|always found in writing a law

ment, which became part of 'which can be understood by!
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laymen, lawyers, and judges./looking frantically for new
It would be difficult for any-|sotirces of revenue. | have re-
ofe to argue about the bound-|ceived ne communications
aty line between Vertuta from anyome about oil drill
County and los Angeles ing for many years, but on
County. Alse, Point Vicente Monday, Aug. 17, at 4:45 p.m,,
sticks out like a sore thump. I received a telephone call
The City of Los Angeles al- from a citizen. He told me
ready had an old tidelanr that on the following day,
grant from the State permit- Tuesday, Aug. 18, there
ting it to explore and drill for would be a regular meeting
oil and gas, Since Venice, of the State Lands Commis-
Playa del Rel, and San Pedro sion, at 9:30 a.m., and that he
are all portions of the City of recommended that I be there
Los Angeles, my amendment with lawyers, geologists, pe-
of 1955 protected the City of troleum engineers, and other
Los Angeles from being rob- expetts who might help me
bed of its oil and gas by the protect the peoplé of the 46th
State of California, buf at the Assembly Distriet against any
same time the City of Los An- possible violation of their
geles could not legally permit rights
exploration for oil and gas, The reason for the alarm
or drilling for oil and gas was that the citizen who tele
without the authority of the phoned me had just learned
voters of the City of Los An- that the State Lands Commis-
geles, acting through fheir sion would probably approve
selected mayor and city coun- the request of the City of Los
eil. éAngeles fo lease to oil corpor-
b ations the right fo explore
LOS ANGELES has been for and drill for oil and gas
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in Santa Monica Bay. 1 start
ed telephoning lawyers, geolk
ogists, and petroleum engi
neers. | received some praise,
a few words of advice, and
the loan of two law books,
but nobody whom I ealled
was available for the hearing.
Therefore, I ate a fast dinner
and studied law and geology
until I retited at 2 am,
. . .

AT 8 AM. Tuesday morn-

ling, 1 left home and reached

the Old State Building in
Los Angeles in time to ask
the State Lands Commission
to delay the issuance of fhe
permit to Los Angeles for oil
drilling until the next meet-

ing of the Lands Commission |

in order that the rights of all
the people be fully profected

The State Lands Commis-
sion, which consists of It
Gov. Glenn M. Anderson,
State Controller Alan Cran-

ston, and State Director of|

Finance Hale Champion, was
exceedingly fair and permit-

ted me fo state the questions

ploted in detail before grant-
ing the permit fo Los Ange-|
les. One of my arguments was
that drilling for oil by Los|
Angeles might suek up oil be-|
longing fo other cities, in-!
cluding Redondo Beach and!
Hermosa Beach,

The danger of noise, ugly
drilling platferms, and  dis-|
turbance of fish was ably
presented by another witness. |
At about noon fhe State
Lands Commission announced |
that my request for a contin-
uance was granted and that
the case was postponed until
Thursday, Sept. 24, at a time
and place to be announced
later. Anyone interested
should write t« Mr. Franecis J.
Hortig, Executive Officer,
Staté Lands Commission, Cal-
ifornia State Building, 217 W.
First S§f, Los Angeles 12,

Idonido Beach, Calif.
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Sirens Due For Workout

Los Angeles County and|second interim of silence a
which I thought should be ex-|City civil defense sirens will one-minute undulating sound

be sounded throughout the
county at 10 am. Friday in
the customary alert-systems
test held on the last Friday
of each month, Sheriff Peter
4. Pitchess announced.

As 1s customary, the com- |
bined warning systems will be !
sounded first in a stead, wail|
for two minutes, After a 30

fest, said Piteless. *
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