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BOOK TORRANCE MAN AS SLAYER OF
TWO BUSINESS PARTNERS
CONCEALED WEAPONS ...

Torrance Police Arrest 
Three Burglary Suspects

A trio of burglary suspects was arrested by Torrance 
police officers Thursday night in a car at 166th St. and 
Crenshaw Blvd.

Suspected of burglarizing a Torrance residence and 
also of taking a check writing machine from Alphatronica 
Inc., 1033 Engracia St. on
March 26 are Guillermo M. 
Run, 24, William J. Swee- 
ney, 30, and Virginia K. Ig- 
lirvky, 25, of Los Angeles.

The three were appre­ 
hended after officers on rou-

ADW Charge Gets 
10-Month Jail 
Term for Man

A forty-eight year old Tor­ 
rance area man convicted of 
assault with a deadly wea­ 
pon was sentenced Wednes­ 
day to ten months in jail 
with a three-year probation 
by Judge Marice C. Sparling, 
Long Beach Superior Court.

Ardis L. Kemp, 22404 S. 
Normandie Ave., was ar­ 
rested in August of last year 
for shooting a Wilmington 
man in the leg and then 
firing at Investigating police 
officers.

The Wilmington man, 
Donald W. Bennett, 20, al­ 
legedly went to Kemp's re­ 
sidence to obtain clothing 
belonging to a friend and 
was shot by Kemp as he 
stood outside the screen 
door.

Police were summoned to 
the scene then were fired 
upon by Kemp through a 
window inside the home. 
The man later explained 
that, he hadn't realized that 
he had been shooting at in­ 
vestigating officers.

radioed the detectives' de­ 
partment for assistance. A 
unit was dispatched and the 
three suspects were taken 
into custody. A ,22-caliber 
pistol, found in the trunk of 
Sweeney's car, was taken to 
the station.

Sweeney, an unemployed 
technician, is charged with 
burglary, violating the state 
narcotics code, cashing 
forged checks, and carrying 
a concealed weapon.

Booked on a narcotics 
charge as well as the burg­ 
lary charge was Ruiz, an un­ 
employed welder.

Runaway Car
A runaway car plunged 

over a cliff Thursday and 
landed in the backyard of a 
Torrance residence.

Car, which belonged to 
Mrs. Grace Me Fee, was park­ 
ed In a driveway at 22421 
Redbeam St. Brakes slipped 
and the vehicle rumbled 
down the street, narrowly 
missing pedestrians, crashed 
through a fence, toppled 
over the 20-foot embank­ 
ment and came to a halt.

No one was injured.

Bond Election
The Torrance Board of 

Education will consider an 
eight-million dollar bond 
issue election during a 7:/iO 
p.m. meeting tomorrow 
night, reported William R. 
Hanson, board president.

OVER AND OVER— Driver W.lham 
Joseph Martinez, 22, of Wilmington, 
was severely injured early Friday mor­ 
ning when he lost control of his car 
on Torrance's dangerous Crenshaw 
Curve. Car flipped over and over, 
throwing Mortinez clear. He was tak­

en to 1. it tit* Lompany of Mary Ho 
pital for treatment of severe lacera­ 
tions and a possible broken leg. Funds 
for straightening out the dangerous 
segment of road were recently allocat­ 
ed by tht state, but work has not yet 
started.  Press Photo

DEFER LIFE SENTENCE . . .

Court Resets Hearing Dale on New Trial 
For Torrance Area Youth; Now April 30
Final sentencing, and 

bid for a new trial, in the 
case of Billy Romain 
Smith, has been reset for 
April 30, it was reported 
yesterday by court offfi- 
cials. Hearing had former­ 
ly been scheduled for to­ 
morrow.

Intense interest in the 
case developed through­ 
out, the area following an 
interview, carried exclu­ 
sively in the Torrance

Press, with trc* suspect's 
pretty 18-yea Id wife, 
Sharon K. Smith.

Floods of letters, many 
of which were carried in 
the Press* Letters to the 
Editor column, have been 
received by this newspa­ 
per, each feeling that the 
conduct of the trial and 
the earlier police proced­ 
ures following the arrest 
of the 21-year-old suspect, 
were "irregular."

NEW TRIAL
In the interview, which 

was carried in the April 
1 edition of the Press, 
Mrs. Smith said that she 
had instructed the family 
attorney, Robert Krause 
of Long Beach, to seek a 
new trial for her husband. 
<onvicted on charges of 
kidnapping and assault, 
and pointed out that each 
time one of the alleged 
offenses was committed 
her husband had been in 
the presence of qualified 
witnesses who had testi­ 
fied to this effect at the 
trial.

She said that, one of the 
court officials had chosen 
lo < .ill them "alibi wit- 
no : scs" and had possibly 
influenced the jury to dis­ 
regard them.

In one particular instan­ 
ce, she said, at the exact 
moment the alleged crime 
took place, her husband 
was with a group of 13 
people celebrating the 
wedding anniversary of 
her parents.
Mrs. Smith further point­

ed out that her husband, 
in no way, answered the 
description originally giv­ 
en the police by the vic­ 
tims, had never owned 
clothing such as the as­ 
sailant is alleged to have 
worn and had never own­ 
ed a gun such as the as­ 
sailant is alleged to have 
carried.

DESCRIPTION
Original reports stated 

that the suspect was 510" 
tall, weighed about 185 
Ibs.. and had dark bushy 
hair.

Smith is approximately 
5'5" tall, weighs about 
130 Ibs., and has worn a 
crew cut for years.

Smith, a cook, was ar­ 
rested by a police stake­ 
out, in January. At that 
time county and city strip 
police agencies wore under 
considerable pressure be­ 
cause of a series of laun­ 
dromat holdups, kidnap­ 
pings and assaults.

Defense attorne\ 
also investigating tin 
sibilily that a youth, ar­ 
rested recently in Newhall 
following a series of iden­ 
tical crimes, might be the 
local marauder.

The Ncwhall suspect 
answers perfectly the or­ 
iginal physical description 
given by victims to the 
police.

Mrs. Smith I 1 ' r i d a y 
thanked the Press for its 
efforts in her husbands 
behalf and pledged a con­ 
tinuing fight to prove his 
innocence on all of the 
charges.

Opens Fire With Gun 
Concealed Under 
Folded Newspaper

An upset Torrance resi­ 
dent, at one time part 
owner of a Reclondo Beach 
insulation company, shot 
and killed two of his for­ 
mer partners Friday 
night.

He'also fired a shot at 
another former partner, 
but missed.

Under arrest is Wesley 
DeLane Johnson. 37, of 
5216 Reran St., accused of 
killing Edward John Mel- 
lo. 38, of Manhattan 
Hi-ach, and Richard Jones. 
.'>.'. of Inglcwood.

Joseph Ambriz. 27, of 
Hawthorne, the third part­ 
ner, said that Johnson 
fired one shot at him and 
that he fell as though hit. 
He said that Johnson ap­ 
parently assumed that he 
was dead and left. 

DEATH SCENE
Scene of the shooting 

was the offices of the 
South Ray Insulation com­ 
pany. 1001 Pacific St.. Re-

dondo Beach.
Ambriz told investigat­ 

ing officers that the four 
had started the company 
as a mutual interest but 
that Johnson had been 
"drinking, neglecting his 
work and taking out more 
money than we were mak­ 
ing" and that the partners 
had forced him out in 
early January.

Friday evening, he said. 
Johnson appeared at the 
offices of the firm and de­ 
manded to be let back in.

When the trio refused. 
Johnson pulled a 38-ealiber 
revolver from under a 
folded paper and opened 
fire.

Redondo police praised 
the efforts of local law en­ 
forcement agencies parti­ 
cularly the Torrance po­ 
lice, who joined in the 
search for the suspect. 

ARREST
Torrance officers Tom 

Pattishall and James Bell

finally made the wrest 
at the apartment of John­ 
son's mother, 350 Paloa 
Verdes Blvd.

The suspect's wife. G*r- 
maine (Jerry) Johnson, of 
the Beran St. address, vol­ 
unteered to go into the 
home and talk to him after 
it was learned that he was 
there.

She convinced him that 
resistance was useless and 
he turned the pistol over 
to her. She then called 
Pattishall and BeH, who 
made the arrest.

Johnson was turned 
over to Redondo Beach 
detectives for questioning 
and booking.

Mrs. Johnson told offi­ 
cers that he was also part 
owner of a similar insu­ 
lation company in Fon- 
tana, and said that he had 
been "unhappy and brood­ 
ing" since his eviction 
from the Redondo Beach 
operation.

AIRPORT REVENUE BOND . . .

Flying Trip to Capital by Councilman, 
City Attorney Assures Speedy Passage
Two Torrance city offi­ 

cials made a flying trip 
to Sacramento Thursday 
in a successful effort to 
secure ratification of the 
airport revenue bond issue 
before the State Assembly 
and Senate recessed.

Newly reeleded Coun­ 
cilman J. A. Beasley and 
City Attorney Stanley 
Remelmeyer reported Fri­ 
day morning that the two 
houses had "ratified the 
bond issue with a concur­ 
rent resolution in the 
shortest time in the his­ 
tory of the Assembly and 
the Senate."

Total time, from its in­

troduction into the As­ 
sembly to a final voice 
ballot -by the Senate, was 
just one hour, Beasley 
said.

CREDITS
The councilman credit­ 

ed Assemblymen Vincent 
Thomas and Jesse I'nruh, 
Senator Richard Richards, 
and Lt. Governor Cilenn 
Anderson with helping 
speed the bill through the 
legislature.

As a concurrent resolu­ 
tion the bill doesn't re­ 
quire the signature of 
Governor E d m u n d G. 
Brown.

"We had to get the res­

olution passed now or 
wait until next year," 
Beasley said.

He pointed out that th« 
approval by the legisla­ 
ture of the bond issue 
would save nearly a year 
in time and a great, deal 
of money, in adding the 
improvements to the mu­ 
nicipal airport. ,

"Waiting a yetr 
purchasing the land would 
have forced tin* city to 
pay an additional premi­ 
um because <>• . • 
values." he *-.. . , 
now stands the city can 
release the bonds immedi­ 
ately."

OFFICIAL CEREMONY—Civic digni­ 
taries and banking officials Friday of­ 
ficiated at the groundbreaking cere 
monies for the new Citizens National 
Bank at 2599 Pacific Coast Hwy. in 
Rolling Hills Plaza Shown turning the 
first shovelful of earth ore Harold

Frentz, president of Torrance Cham­ 
ber of Commerce, and R. P. Sherwood, 
senior vice president of the bank, 
while James S Bower and Albert Lev- 
itt, of Jefferson, Inc., look over plans 
for the structure.

 Press Photo

Prizes, Special Services for 
Visitors at New Guaranty Bank

Torrance's new, indepen­ 
dent Guaranty Bank was for­ 
mally opened T h u r s d a y 
morning in its interim quar­ 
ters on Hawthorne Blvd., 
juHt south of the Del Amo 
Shopping Center.

A month-long celebration 
is planned, with a drawing 
for valuable prizes. Winners 
will be announced on May 
23. To celebrate the opening, 
the bank is mailing special 
announcements containing

lucky numbers to residents 
of the area.

Visitors to the bank dur­ 
ing the opening month may 
register their numbers and 
be eligible for prizes which 
include a Packard Bell color 
TV set. Packard Bell hi-fi 
set, and hundreds of dollars 

| worth of free Guaranty Bank 
savings accounts. The bank 
is welcoming all registrants 

! of lucky numbers with a 
| free «ift of a specially de- 
1 signed pocket secretary.

OPEN ON SCHEDULE—Opening day 
ceremonies for Torrance's only inde­ 
pendent banking focilitiy, the Guar­ 
anty Bank, were held Friday in inter­ 
im quarters just south of Sepulveda 
on Hawthorne Blvd. Shown above dur­

ing the open house that followed tht 
ceremony are Henry C. Griswold, 
chairman of the board; D P. Loom is, 
president; Bobette King, "Miss Tor- 
ronce"; and Hal Frentz, president of 
the Torrance Chamber of Commerce.

 Press Photo


