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INSOMNIAC HAVEN FOR 'ARTNIKS
Coffee House Entertains 
With Stage Show. Films

LOS FLAMENCOS Theodore and Maria Morea perform the 
Spanish dance, "Ramenco," every Tuesday and Wednesday 
night af the Insomniac Coffee House in Hermosa Beach.

 Press Photo by Pete Michaels
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By Mike Callu Jr.
In 17th and 18th century Eng­ 

land, men of letters such as 
Shakespeare, Swift, and Addison 
iHually frequented coffee house* 
in London to discuss topics of 
mutual concern. They talked for 
lours over strong cups of brew 
and many times their conversa­ 
tions were recorded for history.

Today, in 20th century Hermo- 
sa Beach, a coffee house exists 
that i« patterned after those in 
London. The visitors and steady 
customers of the "Insomniac" are 
not referred to by the multitude 
as "men of letters" but by a com­ 
mon noun-adjective "Beatniks."

Having never visited an estab­ 
lishment of this sort, a Press 
photographer and myself decided 
to see for ourselves what a 
"beatnik" haven was like and 
to evaluate the human commod- 
ty labeled "beatnik."

As we entered the "Insomniac" 
we noticed original paintings and 
Danish posters adoring the walls 
of the dimly lit coffee house. As 
our eyes scanned the room and 
the faces hunched over cups of 
Expresso we viewed an old Char- 
ie Chaplin film playing to the 
public on a screen hung over the 
snack-bar typa coffee - making 
room.

After Chaplin had made us 
augh with the comedy that had 

made him famous all over tho 
world, we signaled for the wait­ 
ress to order our blend of coffee. 

Leotards the Uniform
As Vivian St. Denis approchf.d 

us for our orders, the genial 
lost of the "Insomniac" joined 
us. After the introductions we 
learned that Vivian's dress was 
ailed a leotard and according to 

Rob Hare all his waitresses wore 
these costumes.

We ordered three cups of Tur- 
cish coffee and soon were shown 
jy Hare how the brew was made. 
We serve 21 different kinds of 
offee here and each cup is made 
o order. The boiler to the left 

of the snack bar steams water 
to a boiling pitch. The water is 
then taken and poured over an 
ndividual serving of your choice
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AMERICAN LEGION 
HALL
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of coffee; thp bean having1 just 
been ground to a fine powder. 
For (several minutes your coffee 
ha.« received the steam treatment 
so that all the aroma cannot en- 
cape."

"Artniks" Not "Beatniks"
Puffing away on a Turkish 

cigarette which we purchased at 
a tobacco counter featuring cig­ 
arette* imported fromf evfry cor­ 
ner of the globe, we drank our 
Kxpresso slowly and resumed our 
interview of owner Bob Mare.

In just two minutes we learned 
that we were not visitors to a 
"beatnik" haven but rather one 
preferring to call themselves 
"artniks." A term reserved only 
for customers of the "Insom­ 
niac." This, Hare explained, 
"means that we are of the active 
sort, coming from the profession­

al ranks usually and devotees of 
the arts." Not knowing any bet­ 
ter we decided to accept Hare's 
explanation.

Before we could got any fur­ 
ther with our introduction to 
"artniks," the lights were turned 
out and a spotlight over the 
snack bar on a make-shift stage 
told us that the show WHS about 
to begin. The old silient films 
s h o w n earlier in the evening 
would be resumed after the 
flamenco dance.

As we watched the group call­ 
ing themselves, "Los Flamencos" 
we knew instantly that we had 
seen them perform on Dinah 
Shore's "Chpvy SHow" before 
Christmas. Theodore and Maria 
Morea, along with guitarist An- 
t^nio Brandt, put on a forty-five 
minute show for the "artniks"

NOW in the 
"PORPOISE ROOM"

Jan. 29 thru Feb. 11
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and his

OECHE

MARINELAND RESTAURANT
ON THE OCEAN BETWEEN REDONDO BEACH MM! SAN PEDftO

Ent«rtainm»nt tnd Cocktails 
in tbt "Porpo»n Hooro".

PHOHE: FRontier 71547

about them that had us all Rasp­ 
ing with bravos. Even Las VPRHS 
would be proud to bill a show 
as great as the "Los Flamencos." 
So great was their interpretation 
of the Spanish Dance. Guitar so­ 
lo's by Bvandt also proved suc­ 
cessful to the large Tuesday au­ 
dience.

"How do you manage 1o get 
an act AH good as this one," we 
quieried Hare.

Our host smiled and explained 
that the group was billed at the 
"Insomniac" every Tuesday and 
Wednesday and was keeping with 
his coffee house's custom to 
bring in unusual as well as good 
talent to perform regardless of 
the cost.

Sneaking in a bit of envy we 
asked Bob how h  could afford 
such talent. "Believe it or not 
w« grossed, along with the book 
stoi'e next door, over $100,000 in 
our first year of operation," 
Hare replied.

The book store referred to by 
Bob is also owned by the 29 
year old owner of the "Insom­ 
niac" and according to Har« is 
successful because of its large 
selection   over 9,000 titles   
and the hours of its operation. 
"We koop the store open from 
7 p.m. to 4 a.m., the same as the 
coffee house and we find people 
who road seldom get a chance to 
select a choice from book stores 
usually open for business during 
conventional hours," Hare stated. 

(Continued on Page C-5)

LEOTARD DRESSED waitresses, left to right, Sandy Loughbom 
and Vivian St. Denis serve "artniks" with their choice of coffee 
at the Insomniac every night but Monday.

Open 4 p.m. dully 
1330 Tormnca Blvd.. Totrance

OLD-FASHIONED BOILER is used by the Insomniac to pro­ 
duce steaming hot water used to make up individual orders of 
Expresso coffee. Contraption was installed by owner Bob Hare.

--Press Photo by Pete Michaels

PIZZA

"Mom fuyi All Our Italian Pood  !"

PISCIOTTA'S
Pliu, Sp«qh«ftl, Torpedo*, Ravioli. 
LtMtna, Mint Sail and Sautata

Sunclwlchts
TAKE OUT FOOD ONLY 

20918 Hawthorn* Blvd.
Next »o fO\ M»rK*f , f* 3 M4«

13518 Crenshaw
Garden*

I

Luncheon
-ft- Dinner ^ 
Cocktails

* * * *
NOW APPEARING

Bill Donoti 
Trio

iVERY TUESDAY EVENING 
BEGINNING FEB. 2

Muumuu 
Night

Holiday Florists
Mil Torrcnc* Blvd. FR4-7604 aiecki W»»» * Civic C»nt»r

WE HAVE THE LARGEST SELECTION 
IN THE ENTIRE SOUTH BAY

RANCHO 'NB" LIQUORS
2118o HAWTHORNE BLVD.

Ntxt to standard Station at Hawthorn* and Torranc* Blvd. 
"NB" NAME YOUR BRAND FR 3-1928

Thursday - Friday - Saturday 

John Waynt, Wm. Holden

The Horse 
Soldiers'

Also
Mamie Dan Doren and 

Jeff Richards in

'Born 
Reckless'

ROADIUM
DRIVE-IN THEATER 
Redondo Beach Blvd. 

' at Crenshaw 
DA 4-2644

MIVt-IN 
THIATRE !BHf

tlSlt fO.VflMOMTATHfVl»IM
Wednesday Through Saturday 

January 27, 28, 29, 30

'The Warrior and 
the Slave Girl'

With Gianna Maria Canale
 Also 

'Gun Glory'
Faster Than 

1 "The Fastest Gun Alive"
With Stewart Granger 

CinemaScope A Metrocolor

Sunday, Monday, Tuesday
January 21, February 1, 2
Gregory Peck - Ann Blyth

in Rex Beach's

'The World in 
His Arms'

Color by Technicolor
 Alto 

'The Phantom 
Stagecoach'

With William Bishop

Wednesday Thru Tuesday

James Stewart
in

"THE FBI 
STORY"

Also

Gary Cooper 
CharltonHeston

in

'WRECK OF
THE 

MARY DEARE1

Phone FAlittt* f-Ue*

Friday, Saturday, Sunday
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OF BLACK
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Abo

'CURSE OF 
FRANKEN­ 

STEIN 1
Use Press classified ads t&l 

buy. rent or sell. Phone FA 
R-S845.
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ENTRE NOUS

for * Distinctive * Dining

COCKTAILS FROM THE BURGUNDY ROOM 
PACIFIC COAST HWY. and ROBERT ROAD

TORRANCE 
frontier 5-7572

OPEN DAILY 11:30 A.M. TO MIDNIGHT 
IUNDAY OP*N f A.M. SERVING BMIAKFAST 

NIV DAVIIS AT THK ORGAN

Join the "na­ 
tives," tnjoy ! 
the fun with 
friends. You'll 

be an Islander, too, in 
your gay Hawaiian 
dress. Prizes for most 
"interesting" native 
fashions.

ynesian
n 1.1247

PACIFIC COAST MIOHWAY 
WAITIIIA, TOUUANCE

MONTH LONG ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION!

OPEN 7 DAYS

FREE
4

Transistor

RADIOS"Definitely 
a Family 
Affair"

BALLOONS FOR 
THE CHILDREN

SMORGASBURGERS 
for the Price of One!

EVERY TUESDAY IN FEBRUARY 2, 9, 16, 23

44
WEEKLY 
PRIZES

PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY 
AT PALOS VERDES BLVD. FR 8-4618

HOLLYWOOD RIVIERA

I


