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DEAR EDITOR

Parents Should 
Cooperate More
Editor
Torrance ires* 

Sometimes I wonder if "it's
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worth it." Teachers study and 
work, work and study. Once 
they are in the classroom, they 
are confronted with 30 individ­ 
uals (if they are lucky) with 
30 problems.

To really complicate and 
make teaching more difficult, 
teachers have to keep 60 or 
more parents not Informed but 
pacified and tranquilized.

The honest truth is that, par­ 
ents do not wish to hear where 
Johnny is weak nor why he is 
weak, because he, the parent, 
might be to blame.

It is so much easier to say 
"it's the teacher's fault," "the 
Torrance school system stinks," 
or "this is what progressive 
education does to children."

The ground work for school Is 
laid during the first six years 
of a child's life. It is during 
these first years the child 
learns obedience, respect, toler­ 
ance, and self-control.

It is during the first, six years 
the child knows secuirty and 
love. These two are the most 
important.

It is out of these, love and
; security, that grow obedience
and respect. If a child knows no

I love or sense of security, he is
not"ready to learn: he does not
want to learn, and he will not
be made to learn.

craft, Johnny knows he is loved 
and wanted. 

He knows
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the mothers work, how can 
they make a child feel secure 
in love? As one psychologist 
aptly put it, "It's not the amount 
of time a parent spends with 
the child, but how he spends 
the time. For, if a parent has 
taken oue hour of the day to 
read a story to Johnny, to lis­ 
ten to his troubles or accom-

someone cares
when his mother comes to see 
what he is doing ever so often 
rathrr than let him wander the 
streets all day.

Every parent should ask him-' 
self, does my child tell me his 
troubles? Does he confide in 
me? Does he turn to me for 
other than an allowance, room 
and board?

If a parent says, "yes." then 
he is a friend. His child regards 
him as a trustworthy   person. 
The parent has gained the 
child's confidence.

If the parent answers "no" 
to the questions, he has not had 
respect for his child. He is con­ 
stantly nagging or belittling the 
child. He is griping without 
actually really wanting to know 
or to be bothered about the rea­ 
son the child does or acts the 
way he does.

A truly Interested parent 
<nows what his child is doing, 
thinking and learning without 
dominating him and stifling his 
desires.

The parent foresees what his 
child will do, for children are 
like mirrors. Their faces betray 
them. Yet parents rather than 
blame themselves for their chil 
dren's actions, blame the 
schools.

The child should never be 
present at a conference. In 
stead of saying to Johnny "see 
what the teacher says." . 
It should be "I'll see if I can 
make the atmosphere more 
pleasant so that Johnny ca< 
study. I will stimulate more In 
terest in reading by having 
reading time, discussion time 
or story-telling time. I will ask 
Johnny what, his opinion is on 
current events. I will treat him

cess."
But in order to maintain 

this importance in the family, 
Johnny has certain responsibili­ 
ties.

The jobs are small when he 
is two. At five he has school 
studies which have to be done; 
and as the years progress the 
studies increase; and thus his 
responsibilities and so also his 
knowledge that "it depends on 
him" if he is to remain import­ 
ant in the family.

So study habits are pro

as an individual with rights. I 
will give him a feeling of im-
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duced and developed from in­ 
fancy not acquired or bought 
in adulthood.

In kindergarten the teacher 
either takes up where the par 
ent left off or she tries to redo 
the six years again to teach 
Johnny "good habits" of self- 
control, respect of others and 
their property as well as re­ 
sponsibility.

The trouble is it takes more 
than kindergarten or first grade 
to "snap the child out of it." 

Johnny might try in the first 
or second; but about the third 
grade success hasn't been his, 
so he gives up.

His excuse   a reflection of 
his parents opinions --- "I'm 
dumb." "I just don't get it." 
"i don't like to read." "I dis­ 
like school." "My mother says 
I can't do arithmetic or learn 
history and etc." Some give up 
in the 4th, iilh, or 6t.h grade 
The child now merely "keeps 
the seat warm in the class 
room."

Even an adult gives up 
he doesn't, "taste success" often 
enough. Parents have one, two 
three children to love. Teacher, 
have 30 or more to know, to 
understand, and then to teach 

Then a teacher is expected in 
one year to make Johnny a gooc

and two. <!. 1) route. 2) roof, i 
All these are learned by read- 

ng, by seeing in print over and 
over again, by writing and using 
hem correctly in composition, 
otters and ect.. and, thus, en­ 

graving the spelling in one's 
memory.

How many children write let- 
ers? How many do home­ 
work? How many read not only 
school books but literature on 
heir own level available to 
hem at home? Then   how 

many can spell? All goes hand 
n hand. How about parents co­ 

operating a bit more with 
teachers?
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damage of the pre-school years 
The fact here is that many 

teachers try.
It's too bad that those that 

talk against "progressive edu 
cation" or the Torrance Unified 
School system are those that 
don't make It a point, to know 
"what's going on" or that have 
allowed bad habits to develop 
in their children.

Competition in business is 
fine. But, In a class of varying 
emotions and intelligence, why 
ihould the emotionally disturbed 
:vhild be "shown up."

The slow child likes success 
oo. There are other ways to 
stimulate the love of spelling 
such as In composition, letter 
writing, and other applications. 
Spelling for the love of spelling 

is like boiling water for the 
ove of it. Something has to be 
lone with it. to be useful.

Our English language is not 
a pure language. It is a blend 
of Celtic. Anglo-Saxon or Ger­ 
manic, Danish, Latin and 
French.

Since this is the case, it has 
many irregularities. These are 
learned by various means by 
reading, by memorizing, and by 
phonics or phonetics.

But to use pure phonics Is 
not. possible. It. is fine as a 
crutch for beginners of reading 
or spelling. It is a help.

But. after a student, catches 
on to the various sounds of each 
of the vowels and the various 
sounds of each of the conson­ 
ants, explain these a 1) I write 
a letter. 2) turn right. 3) this 
Is the Jewish rite. b. 1) Lye is 
an ingredient in soap. 2) that's 
a He. )3 Lie down. c. 11 to, too,
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operative endeavor, and It takes

Unjustified Criticism
Editor
Torrance Press 

In today's edition you pub­
lished a letter from Mrs. 
Pauline Whittaker, a secretary 
residing at Seaside, who made 
some very strong generaliza­ 
tions about our city school 
system.

I say "very strong" in the 
same sense in which she used 
the expression, "the Torrance 
Unified school system stinks."

Mrs. Whittaker utilizes- her 
personal experience with one 
school as a basis for wholesale 
condemna 
therefore, I feel justified in 
using my own experience in re 
buttal.

I speak as a parent of four 
school-age children who after 
nearly seven years of contact 
with this school district, has no 
qualms about seeling her fifth 
child to Walteria elementary 
school.

Three of my children have 
been a part of one of the most 
experimental projects in our 
present educational system, (the 
"Little Red Schoolhouse" plan 
and have benefited from the op 
portunity.

I am very much Interested In 
education (I am a student, my 
self) and have watched my ehil 
ciren's progress with growing 
enthusiasm.

At. first, I. like Mrs. Whitta­ 
ker. was appalled at their in­ 
ability to spell, but. I soon found 
that it was a temporary afflic­ 
tion.

Suddenly. In th« third or 
fourth grade, they not only were 
able tb spell well, but could also 
read with much more fluency 
than children who had to spell 
out each word, piece-meal.

My children are not geniuses 
and thrir deportment isn't per­ 
fect. When a problem arises at 
school, as occasionally one does, 
the teacher and I discuss it, de­ 
cide together upon some course 
of action, and both of us follow 
It through.

The teacher is just as willing 
to discuss and to cooperate in 
the solution of any problem at 
home,if I feel help is needed.

This helpfulness is an attitude 
I've found in each of the teach- 
rs I've met through the con­ 

ference system.
I feel that Mrs. Whittaker 

does not know, or has forgotten 
hat a good teacher is not only 
A-illlng, but eager to discuss a 
hild's progress with his parents 

at any time, not only at con- 
erences.

Any parent can learn more 
about his child's standing at 
school in twenty minutes of 
serious talk with his teacher 

she can from any number 
of report cards.

Any teacher cm\ learn more 
about a child's mental emotion­ 
al, and physical capacity from 
piking with his mother, than 
;he can from am- numiber of 
parental signatures on report, 
card*.

There is far more to teaching
h«n correcting papers, just as
here Is far more to learning
han bringing home little marks

on a piece of pasteboard.
The two processes arr a joint 

rnturr whose goal is good citi­ 
zenship, good government, and 
he betterment of human kind.

Knowing how to spell words
* no good if you haven't, any 
doas to express. A good teach- 
»r instills in the student an 
attitude of inquiry, and gives 
him words to use as instru­ 
ments. 

Too many parents place the
 responsibility for mental devel­ 
opment on the school teacher, 
for moral development on the 
Sunday school teacher, and foel 
hry are fulfilling their obliga- 
ion by providing for the child's 

physical needs.
They fall to realize that he 

s a whole, and that his basic 
attitudes in every area stem 
directly from thoir teaching, 
whether they are consciously 
setting an example or not.

Bringing up a well educated, 
well Integrated citizen Is a co

cooperate, no matter how will­ 
ing that one may be.

Certainly there is room for
improvement in our school sys-
em, as in any organization, and

gains can be made more quickly
hrough positive, constructive

suggestion than through idle
 riticism.

Let's back our teachers with 
enthusiasm and work with them 
n the interest, of better educa­ 

tion for all.
Sincerely, 

(s) Mrs. De M. Sharp
3311 Newton St.

* * *

Teaching Method 
Will Prove its Worth
Editor 
Torrance Press

I was very Interested in a let­ 
ter you printed in your issue of 
January 31. I feel sure that are 
an unbiased paper and would 
wish to present both sides of 
every question, and I am confi­ 
dent that this reply to Mrs. 
Whittaker'5 letter will be print­ 
ed.
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I am not.writing this letter 
in an official capacity, but dur­ 
ing the past year while I have 
served as president of Seaside 
P-TA, I have been in close con­ 
tact with the school staff. I 
have yet to find a more co-oper­ 
ative group of people.

I have four childYen in Sea­ 
side Elementary school, ranging 
from second through sixth 
grade, and all of them having 
attended there from kindergar­ 
ten on I feel that I am well ac­ 
quainted with the school sys­ 
tem.

If I were dissatisfied with the 
way my children's papers were 
being graded I would feel free 
to go to any teacher at Seaside 
and discuss it with them. The 
children do correct each other's 
papers from time to time, which 
relieves the teacher of a great 
deal of routine work and leaves 
them freer to plan a more chal­ 
lenging and interesting course 
of study.

I would like to quote from a 
Progress Report one of my chil­ 
dren brought home last week. 
"His spelling has improved but 
he needs to continue working 
hard in this area." Does this

A. B. C. or D. on a report card 
how your child is progressing?

It seems to me Mrs. Whit- 
taker has taken one or two iso­ 
lated Incidents which may have 
occurred and made sweeping 
general statements about, the 
whole Torrance School System.

The schools do believe in com­ 
petition on the level of the 
child's own ability. Children in 
the higher reading groups com­ 
pete with others in their own 
group.

However, children of low abil­ 
ity are not forced to go through 
the frustrating experience of 
competing with others against 
whom they are not mentally 
equipped to compete.

Does not the high rate of 
mental illness among adults to­ 
day show what a terrific toll 
the competition and pressure of 
presemt day living has taken? 
Should we advocate more of 
this in childhood?

I think the present method of 
encouraging children to want to 
learn and helping them enjoy 
it while they are learning will 
prove its worth when this gen­ 
eration comes of age.

There are always some people 
who refuse to mrogniize a 
change for the better in any 
field, medicine, science, educa­ 
tion, etc. To them the "good old
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