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New Civic Center to 
Relieve City Hall Jam

With construction started since 1950 whpn an inllux be­

m the city of Torrance'a 
new rity hall and police sta­ 
tion, this community's 
SI ,000,000 Civic Center is 
underway. 

City officials and administra-'

gan that has tre-bled ihe popu­ 
lation to its present 65,000. Also, 
the influx continues at the rate 
of IGOtj people a month.

The mechanical problems 
raised by this administrative 
task have been large and they

tive personnel can at last look 
forward to thp end of one of 
the worst cases of working 
space shoitagp in the state of 
California. Also, Police Chief, 
W. A. Hasiam, and his staff are 
now within reach of a modern 
Kstablishment. At present, the 
total space available for admin­ 
istration, and that covered by 
'he jail, is Uss than the area 
of many Torrance homes.

thave been compounded by a 
building-permit valuation that 
in 1954 pxrtv'tlerl «"5.08H,5:>1>

Grading of the 27-acre site 
situated at Madron'a avenue 
;mrl Torranre boulevard was 
completed during Ihe week of 
July 25th and on August 1st, 
construction was begun on the 
'city hall and police station. 
These structures together with

The almost unbelicvable|an Olympic-Games specification 
growth of this community has swimming pool and a very 
put pressure on the city's seams largp atheletic field will com-
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prices the civic center for the 
present.

Torrance now embraces 18-88 
square miles and it is one of 
the few communities in Los 
Angeles county that can expand 
onto additional land through 
annexation. It is believed by 
state officials that Torrance 
will ultimately be a major city 
of at least 100,000 people, rank­ 
ing in size with Long Beach and 
Pasadena. Much of this growth 
will be attributable to a large 
industrial potential yet to. be 
developed, according to local 
business leaders.

The site will alsrt provide 
ample area for the erection of 
a civic auditorium, California 
State building, and county and 
municipal court buildings, ac­ 
cording to Mayor Albert Iscn.

In laying the groundwork for 
the project, the Torrance city 
council examined the qualifica­ 
tions of a number of architects 
and   decided to retain Marion 
J. Varner, of Pasadena, who has 
established a reputation for 
doing very outstanding civic 
work and within the alloted 
budget.

During the last week in Sep­ 
tember of last year, Architect

Varner's preliminary designs, 
specifications and cost esti­ 
mates were approved by the 
Torrance city council, headed 
by Nickolas O. Drale, who was 
then mayor. Members of the 
city council were: Willys Rlount, 
Victor B e n s t e a d, Mervin 
Schwab, Nick Drale, and the 
present mayor, Albert Lsen.

Varner's plans call for a two- 
story city hall embracing 20,000 
square feet and a one-story 
police station containing 10,000 
square feet. Both structures 
make use of the most economi­ 
cal combination of reinforced 
brick and pre-cast, reinforced 
concrete panels.-

Combined with styling re­ 
quirements, the architect was 
also faced with the necessity 
of providing maximum dura­ 
bility against thp usual hard 
usage inflicted upon civic build­ 
ings by the public. This meant 
that every feature of the build­ 
ing's interior had to be con­ 
sidered from the standpoint of 
staying abilities and of economy 
of maintenance.

Whjle the basic design work 
was in progress, every piece 
of material and every item of 
equipment had to be weighed

NtW CIVIC CiiiNjicR . . . Torrance's new city 

hall as it will look when completed next April. 
Provision has been made in tSe structure for 
the addition of a second floor and for more 
wings, according to Marion J. Varner, Pasa­ 

dena architect, who designed this structure and

the adjoining police station. The building will 
contain 20,000 square feet and will be con­ 
structed of reinforced brick and pre-cast, rein­ 
forced concrete panels. Work has begun and 

the city's administrative staff is looking forward 
to moving into the completed structure.

SUPERSONIC . . . Holder of historic world spood records F4D 

Skyray jet interceptor flies supersonic in level, flight for combat 

operations from decks of Navy carriers. The speedy plarm, 

produced at the Torrance Douglas plant, are currently beinq de­ 

livered to the fleet as fast as they can be produced.
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against budget limitations to 
provide maximum style and 
beauty along with maximum 
durability  at minimum cost, 
according to City Manager 
George St evens.

The ground floor of thp city 
hall will be done in terraz/o 
with some portions in concrete. 
Vinyl floor coverings will be 
used on the latter. The lobby 
will have a glare and heat-re­ 
sistant, all-glass front in com­ 
bination with stone and rein­ 
forced concrete. Leading to the 
ccond floor will be a concrete, 
.mtilever, circular, stairway.

In the principal offices and 
in the council chamber, the 
\\-oodwork will bo in combina- 
>mns of caldeo, black walnut, 
African red cherry and ash.

Forced-air heating and ven­ 
tilation will be provided. Fluor­ 
escent. slimline, high-frequency 
lighting will be used.

What now shows on the blue­ 
prints as R civil defense area 
has been changed to house an 
employee's lounge and Park- 
and Recreation Department 
work rooms. Projecting from 
one side of this part of the 
structure is a car-parking shel­ 
ter roof.

Civil defense quarters have
tiren moved to the basement
<'f the building. Covering this

pace, which will also serve as
.i disaster center, will be a
Mast-proof, reinforced concrete

l;ib. Thesp rooms will be fitted
vith emergency radio and tele-

: hone circuits as well as an
mergency power generator

which will also serve the police
station. V

The new police station will 
embody the latest developments 
in administrative layout and

facilities as well as those per­ 
taining to municipal detention. 

The structure of the station 
will conform with that of*the 
city hall in a combination of 
reinforced brick and reinforced, 
pre-cast concrete panels. The 
floor will be a concrete slab 
with vinyl tile in all rooms ex­ 
cept the Jail section where it 
will be bare concrete. The roof 
over the non-jail section will be 
of wood framework with 
crushed rock surfacing. Over 
the cells will he reinforced con­ 
crete.

The Jail will hold 16 male 
adults and eight women with

a drunk tank for 15 men. In 
addition, there will be indivi­ 
dual isolation cells for four 
juveniles. This latter feature 
will make the Torrance jail one 
of the very few in the state 
which conforms with the latest 
requirements of the State De­ 
partment of Corrections and 
the California Youth Authority. 
In virtually all present jails, 
juveniles are detained in group 
cells, or are locked up with 
adult inmates.

Chief of Police Haslam's men 
will have a 25-yard pistol range 
in the police station with five 
firing points, according to Var-

Public
Recreation 
Week Set

On August 15. Mayor Albert 
Isen issued a proclamation des­ 
ignating "Public Recreation 
Week" in Torrance as the week 
of August 22 through August 
27, 1955.

In his proclamation. Mayor 
Isen called attention to the won­ 
derful accomplishments that 
have been marie in recreation 
during the past year. Con­ 
struction of much-needed recrea­ 
tion facilities has already be­ 
gun at El Retiro. McMaster, 
and Seaside parks and construc­ 
tion at Walteria Park is ex- 
oecte.d to begin in the near 
future.

Also, work has begun on the 
new municipal swimming pool 
at Torrance boulevard and Ma- 
drona avenue. All of these fa- 
cilities are being built with 
money derived from bond issues 
approved by the citizens.

Mayor Isen also called atten­ 
tion to the City's recognition of 
ever-expano^ng recreation pro- 
grams throughout the city. 
Over $100.000 has been- bud­ 
geted for recreation during the 

i present fiscal year.

ner. The range will be fitted 
with its own forced-air heating 
and ventilation system with 
walls of pre-cast. reinforced con­ 
crete and a reinforced concrete 
roof slab>

According to estimates fur- 
nished to Mayor Isen, City 
Manager George Stevens and 
to Mr. Varner. the architect, It 
is expected that the city's ad­ 
ministrative and clerical staff 
will move Into the new quarters 
by next April.
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It's new... It's strange... It's filled with promise for you.

TITANIUM METAL promises to be one of the outstand­ 
ing developments of our time. It is already in jet planes 
and airliners, combining strength and lightness with an 
amazing resistance to heat and corrosion. Us future 
serms unlimited.

PRODUCING TITANIUM is a natural for the people 
of Union Carbide. For over 50 years, one of their majiy 
important jobs has been extracting rare and useful 
metals from nature's ores. Now their goal is to improve 
and speed the production of this exciting metal, tita-

. . nium, so that it can fulfill its promise. 
TITANIUM METAL IS RARE even though production
has skyrocketed from three tons in 1948 to over '5.000 
Ions last year. And the Government is encouraging in­ 
dustry to produce still more.

AFTER YEARS OF RESEARCH, Union Carbide has 
developed a new production process and is building a 
plant with an annual capacity of 7,500 tons of crystal­ 
line titanium sponge. This product will then go to proc­ 
essors to br melted and formed into sheets, plates, and 
bars suitable for use by manufacturers.

—— —— ————————————————————— VCC?* Tmdf-mnrhetl Product* include

FllIjAV>r thf story of thf everyday miracles mad? possible by 
metals suck as titanium, vanadium, and chromium, writ* /or th* 
illustrated booklet, "Hot-Metal Magic'' Ask for booklet MD.
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