
CHEMICAL 
MOVE

0. J. Foreman 
P. 0. Drawer
Monnouth,

Company
'Retains
License
. The City Council's recent
attempt to shut down the
John Wiley Jones Co. over-

on grounds that it rep- 
resented a public nuisance 
was settled* at last week's 
meeting of the City Council 
when that body granted the 
Jones Co. two years within 
which to transfer its tank- 
filling operations.

The chlorine-transferring- 
operation touched off the Coun­ 
cil'! drastic attempt to shut the 

down overnight recently 
se of chlorine leakage 

which allegedly threatened lo­ 
cal residents. Poor plumbing 
practices were also cited as po­ 
tentially endangering the city 
water supply.

In a drawn-out hearing rt- 
gembling a court-room trial, W. 
Anderson, attorney for the com 
pany, presented systematic evi- 
dene* to disprove the charges

Jjrought against, the company.
W . Can't Revoke Licenft*

The Council had no right to 
revoke the company's business 
license, Anderson maintained, 
Mnce a permit to operate the 
plant had been granted in 1951 
and the city ordinance did not 
legislate against the plant's 
operations.

Anderson examined Arthur S. 
Moore, plumbing inspector lor

Whft city of Torranoe, in an at­
tempt to establish the fact that 

the tanks and plumbing had re­ 
ceived the city's approval. 

(Continued on Page 7)
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Merchant Turns Detective; 
Captures Forgery Suspects

Christmas
Christmas this year truly rep­ 

resented a Hay of miracles for 
tfee Mata family. A few weeks 
 go Jesus Mata, his wife, and 
12 children felt forsaken by the 
world.

When, through thin news­ 
paper, local residents heard of 
the Mata's plight, their kindness 
and generosity knew no end.

For the next three weeks, peo­ 
ple continued to bring food, 
money, clothing, furniture, and 
toys to the Torrance Press of­ 
fice or directly to the Mata's or 
made arrangements to have 
these things picked up.

Help came from all sections 
of the city. F^lementary school 
classes, individual families, per- 
f-on* who had taken it upon 
themselves to canvass their 
neighborhood and inform others 
of the family's hard plight; 
church groups; anonymous in­ 
dividuals who left their contri­ 
butions and hurried away 
again; service clubs; children's 
clung help came from every 
corner.

There were two beautiful 
Christmas trees in the Mata 
fiom* the night before Christ­ 
mas. A turkey had been left 
for thHr Christmas dinner and 
there were boxes of toys un­ 
derneath th« tree.

The Mata's and the Torrance 
Press wish at this time to thank 
all the wonderful people who re­ 
sponded with such overwhelm­ 
ing generosity irom the bottom 
of our hearts.

Bad Checks 
Total $3000

"If I hadn't been shakin' when I signed that check 
you'd never have caught me," one of two men and a 
woman arrested on suspicion of passing $3000 worth o: 
forged checks exclaimed as a local TV store owner anc 
two detectives arrested the three in their Gardena hide

READY TO TAKE COMPLETE HOT MfcAL3 
TO 6,000 employ*! at the Torrance, Calif, fa­ 
cility of QorgUft Aircraft Company's El So- 
gundo Division, ara mobile 'cafeteria trains, 
newest development in mass industrial feeding. 
Driver needs only to reverse seat to btcomt'

cashier at indicated by operator of second 
train. Each train carries hot and cold storafy 
compartments, bok»«"y iteim, uHn»'<lt, two II* 
gallon coffee urns, and two five-gallon cold 
drink dispensers. Commissary and recharge 
room can be seen in background at left.

'Sunshine* 

Brings Down 
Milk Prices

Someone has finally found 
the answer to the "higher cost 
of living" problem . . . CALI­ 
FORNIA SUNSHINE.

Mild weather helped cows 
give more milk this year, en­ 
abling a price cut in milk.

Effective January 1, milk will 
be down one cent a quart home- 
delivered, In stores, or cash and 
carry, Ben Culff, of Ben Culfffi 
Dairy, 22010 South Avalon boul­ 
evard Informed this paper. 
Other dairies will also reduce 
their prices.

IN KOREA
Army Pvt. Warren F. Ctenv 

mcr, son of Caspar W. Clem- 
mer, 1516 Crenshaw, Torrance, 
spent Christmas north of the 
Thirty-eighth parallel in Korea.

On security duty with the 
Forty-fifth Infantry division, he 
had the opportunity to attend 
special religious services and 
share the traditional holiday 
feasts.  - . '".', v.>- , .':'.

UNIQUE MOBILE TRAINS 
FEED AIRCRAFT WORKERS

Mobile cafeteria trains, said to be the most significant 
mass feeding innovation in more than a decade are now in 
service at the El Segundo, California Division of Douglas 
Aircraft Company, Incorporated.

The revolutionary new indus­ 
trial food service does away 
with cafeterias and restaurants 
and makes it. possible for fiOOO 
employes at the division's Tor­ 
rance, California location to eat 
in a single 30-minute lunch 
period on each shift, according 
to the aircraft company. Three 
staggered lunch periods a shift 
are customary at Douglas. 

Twelve Food Trains
Twelve food trains each with 

three carts and carrying identi­ 
cal menus of food BUpplied 
from a single central kitchen, 
convey food to appointed areas 
near 10 modern dining rooms, 
Douglas said.

Each train becomes a minia­ 
ture two-line cafeteria, and the 
entire fleet of 12 mobile cafe­ 
terias dispenses food to an en­ 
tire shift of 3000 people in 12 
minutes. There are 6000 people

FIFTEEN HUNDRED KIDS attended the free 
Christmas show sponsored by the Torrance 
Civitan Club. Following the three-hour movies 
shown at the Torrance Theater, each one of the 
kids received a candy cane. Standing with a 
group of kids are, from left to right (in back):

Phntn

Floyd DeVore, chairman of the party commit­ 
tee; Robert Belken, secretary; Frank b. Selover, 
president; Ferrell Miller, committee member. 
Other committee members were: Tom Ward, 
treasurer, Dan Sorensen, Dr. A. F. Kline, end 
Bob Owens, first vice president.

on two shifts at Douglas Tor- 
ranre and mobile cafeteria op­ 
eration can be expanded to 
serve twice this number, the 
announcement said.

The new mystem 1* wild to 
eliminate Mi* need for mul­ 
tiple stationary caf«»tierUM« of 
the type ciMtomarily In use 
In most large Industrial 
plant*.

Dtah washing la fllimlnated 
for all food to nerved In "diw 
poft&bta" 11 tan Ail*. Plastic 
knlvfw, forks and wpoona are 
thrown away after us«.

Advantage*
John V. Thompson, welfare 

and cafeteria supervisor of the 
Douglas El Segundo division, 
listed numerous advantages of­ 
fered hy the mobile lunch 
counters:

"Staggered lunch periods are 
eliminated; the number of serv­ 
ers is reduced from four for a 
regular cafeteria line to one 
driver-cashier; man hours lost 
by employes In going to and 
from cafeterias and standing in 
long lines are rut immeasur­ 
ably; equipment and labor ordi­ 
narily necessitated for dish 
washing are eliminated, and ad­ 
justment to handle increased 
numbers of employes only re­ 
quires additional carts, not ad­ 
ditional cafeterias "

RIDDLE
DIRECTIONS: Study the fol 

lowing ad carefully:

FOR 8AL.F3 Stationary porcelain 
tub. AIHO »l«ctric guitar «nd 
amplifier. $25. 
FA. M-3B7R 1502 W. 32l*t 8t

RIDDLE: What do a porce­ 
lain tub, an electric guitar, and 
an amplifier have in common?

SOLUTION: The one thing 
these unrelated objects which 
were owned by Mrs. Brenda 
Fryback. 1502 W. 221st St., have 
in common Is that they were 
sold with incredible speed 
through- an ad in the Torrance 
Press classified section. To top 
it all off, all the ad cost was 
75 cents!

RECREATION
PROGRAM
SUCCESSFUL

With the warm, springlike 
weather holding forth in Tor­ 
rance, the recreation program 
at Ihp Perry Elementary School 
has been enjoying exceptionally 
large attendance. More than 
one hundred youngsters a day 
have been turning out to play 
foftball, football, volleyball. bas­ 
ketball, and tetherbail. There 
is always something to do at 
ljy» playground which is under 
The leadership of Bob Blevins 
and Jim Williams.

Perry School playground Is 
the only play area in the North 
Torrance-El Nido area on which 
there Is provided professional 
adult leadership, contributive to 
its extreme popularity. The 
only other recreation area avail- 

(Continued on Page 7)

Hospital 
Kids Get 
Many Gifts

There were lots of happy and 
astonished faces when Santa 
Claus in the person of Leo Wag­ 
ner, of the U. S. Naval Supply 
Depot in San Pedro. helped dis 
tribute the countless toys do 
nated by local residents, class­ 
rooms, church groups, and 
other organizations to the chil­ 
dren's wards at Harbor General 
Hospital.

The Torranc<» Press would 
like to take this opportunity, 
too, to thank the many gener­ 
ous people who gave so unstint- 
ingly and freely to this cause.

The.re were over 100 presents 
for the children from the tinest 
babies to the oldest youngsters 

(Continued on Page 2)

out.
"You're right!" Jim Siegrist 

Nicola's TV store owner turned 
"detective" said, relieved tha 
the tense drama had come t 
a close in which he had single 
handedly staked out the sus 
pects over a period of thre 
days.

Arrested on suspicion o 
forgery and turned over to Long 
Beach police were: Raymon 
Howard Hall, 31; Henry Grad> 
Branch. 29. Marilyn Louis 
Stine alias Marian Myers, 23.

"We're glad you name," 
Hall wild an DetncUv* Sgt, 
Percy Bennett of the Torrance 
police force and Lt. Roy 
Tracy of the Ciardena police 
force made the arrest, **We'r* 
dead-broke. In ten minute* 
we'd have been In Torrance 
paftftlng more ch*ck*."

The two men confessed to
pawing about $3000 worth of
checks In Los Angeles and
the Torrance- area.

Sensed Something Wrong;
Siegrist, owner of Nicola's T\

at 1875 West Carson, sense
that something was wrong whei
Hall started 
wrote out a

to shake as h 
$50 check for

$10 purchase on Monday of las 
week.

A check with the Bank o 
America revealed that the chec 
was forged. Siegrist traced th 
automobile license immediatel 
and discovered that it led to th 
home of a Harbor City waitress

He drove to where she live 
to make sure that the licens 
number was correct and foun 
that it wan when he saw he 
car parked in front of the house 

R«»cognl»es Suspect
As he drove away he wa 

certain that a car coming i 
the opposite direction was th 
same one which had stopped i 
front of his store and that 
was driven by Hall, th* autho 
of the check.

Siegrist had a hunch that h 
would have to trap the su 
pects quickly before they ha 
a chance to leave town, an 
since there was no immediat 
help available through the loca 
police he decided to "handle 
the case himself as far as h 
could go.

The following day Wednes 
(Continued on Pace 7)

Dream Comes True

 Press Photo
LITTLE GEORSIE wanted a cowboy suit with all the trimmings 
for Christmas, but he never really believed that he would get 
one since there was no one to really look after him in this world 
except the nurses and chaplain at the Harbor General Hospital. 
When the Torrance Press took the presents which people had do­ 
nated to the children at the hospital over to them last week, 
there was one package from Neta's Tots 'N Teens which con- 
tained this wonderful cowboy suit for Georgie. (One other resi­ 
dent also donated a new cowboy suit which went to one of the 
other children.) The San Pedro Naval Supply Depot was able to 
have Santa Claus there 'to distribute the gifts. (See story this 
page.)

P.V, MINE VOTE 
SET FOR TODAY

The Palos Verdes mine con­ 
troversy will be voted on in a 
final ballot, hy the L. A. County 
Board nf Supervisor* today.

The heatedly contested issue, 
which has received a number 
of full-day hearings before the 
Board, is about to receive the 
final word of the supervisors 
though it has been strongly 
hinted that the losing side, 
whether it is the Homeowners 
or Great Lakes, will appeal the 
decision in court.

When a vote was taken in re­ 
gard to the proposed diatomace- 
ous earth mine, intended for the 
peninsula, at the close of the 
December 10 hearing, Super 
visors Burton W. Chace and 
Kenneth Hahn voted against 
the mine. Supervisor Ford vot-

SHOT C.I. 
IMPROVES

Rudy Quintana. the 24-year 
old soldier who was shot four 
times after allegedly burglartz 
ing Alien Jewelers a week ago 
Sunday, was doing "very well" 
this week at the L. A. County 
Hospital to which he was trans^ 
fered from Harbor General Hos­ 
pital.

Quintana was arrested with 
William David Walters. 21. also 
a soldier from Ft. MacArthur 
following the alleged burglary 
during the foggy early morning 
hours. *

ed in favor "pending further 
study." j 

Lacked Majority J * 
For lack of a clear majority, 

the final vote was postponed till 
today at which time Supervisors 
Legg and Jessup, who were ab­ 
sent at the previous meeting. 

(Continued on Page 7)

Ministerial 
Association 
Opposes Mine

The Executive Committee of 
the San Pedro Ministerial As­ 
sociation today called upon the 
Board of Supervisors "to refuse 
the Great Lakes Carbon Cor­ 
poration a permit to operate a 
new dicalite mine in Rolling; 
Hills." In a resolution signed 
by Dr. Andrew Waugh MacCor- 
mtck. association president and 
minister, First Presbyterian 
Church of San Pedro; Rev. 
Richard Christensen, vice-presi­ 
dent and minister. Evangelical 
Covenant Church; Rev. Percy 
Ferguson. minister. First Chris­ 
tian Church, and Rev. Ronald 
Fleming, minister. La Rambla 
Presbyterian Church, the min­ 
isterial group called upon the 
supervisors to uphold the moral 
obligation to keep the Palos 

(Continued on Page 2)

First Baby of '54 to 
Receive Free Gifts

Attention 1 Calling all babies!
The. first infant born after the clock strikes twelve 

o'clock midnight and 1954 is ushered in will receive several 
hundred dollars worth of bnby furniture, clothes and 
equipment free due to the generosity of Torrance mer­ 
chants.

All persons living within the 
circulation area of this news­ 
paper are eligible to enter their 
infant in the race if the baby is 
born immediately after the first 
of the year.

Parents whose baby is born 
on January 1, need only to fill 
out the coupon printed on this 
page giving the exact time and 
place of the child's birth. The 
infant's sex. weight, and name, 
plus the name, address and tele­ 
phone number of the parents 
must also be Included.

This information may be sent 
or brought to the office of the 
Torrance Press, 1406 Cravens 
by Monday. 3 o'clock, Janu­ 
ary 4. In the event of twins,

the baby arriving first will be 
declared winner.

For a list of prizes see page 
14.

Merchants who will donate 
prizes to the "Baby of the Year" 
are: Frank's Furniture. Gary's 
Jewelers, Lawson's Jewelers. 
Burke's Bargain Spot. Photo 
Arts Studio, Torrance Launder­ 
ette. Food King Market. Me- 
Cown Drug Store, McMahan's 
Furniture. Pixie Baby Shoppe, 
Flamingo Flowers & Gifts, 
Alien Jewelers. Newberry's. Ber­ 
nard's Family Shoe Store, 
Squire Style Shoppe, Neta's 
Tots A Teens, Baker's Furni­ 
ture. Star Furniture company, 
and Parrish Stationers.

Who II Be First in
The first baby bora after the first of the year In 

our community will receive severnl hundred dollars 
worth of baby clothes, furniture and equipment.

All persons living within the circulation area of 
this newspaper are eligible. Simply fill out this coupon 
if your baby is bom on January 1. Bring it or mail it 
to the Torranoe Press, 1406 Cravens ave., before 5 p.m. 
on Monday, January 4.

WRITE PLAINLY

Exact date and hour of birth. 

Hospital and doctor.................

Baby's Name ............................................ Sex..

Weight ..............................................................

Parents' name and address..............................

WHO LL BE THE FIRST BABY IN 7954?


