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Last year a group of hardy
souls who were judges at the
American TV Commercials
Festival inflicted upon them-
selves the most cruel sort of
torture. They watched 1,367
commercials at one sitting,

Any regular television view-
er will immediately react by
saying, “Only 1,367 I look at
that many every week!”

But these were different.
They were the best of their
kind according to a council of
men who put them together.
Recently I was shown 23 from
a list of 63 winners in the
competition.

In a good-natured introduc-
tion, a TV executive said:

“T paraphrase the famous
remark by Will Rogers, who
never saw a man he didn't
like, I can say | never saw a
commercial 1 didn't like;” a
viewpoint likely endorsed by
the sales departments of every
TV station in the land.

“I'm glad to be able to bring
you these little oases in the
vast wasteland — shown in a
group, uninterrupted by en-
tainment,” he said.
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IT IS INTERESTING to note
that most of them employed
one of the following tricks
which have become cliches by
now: announcers with Jack
Webb “Dragnet” voices, talk-
ing animals, noisy mouthfuls,
and, heaven help us, cute kids.

As the filmed introduction
explained, “With a face-full of
freckles, a kid can put his
mother and father through
college . . "

It is perhaps unfair to ac-
knowledge only part of the
winners, but these were the
ones selected from the 63
prize-winners which 1 was
shown. To regular viewers they
will seem as familiar as read-
ing one's own private tele-
phone book.

The winners: Volkswagen
(showing how to design a sta-
tion); Xerox (how even a chim-
panzee can make copies on
their machine); Chevrolet's
spectacular shou of the 1963
models posed on a suspension
bridge and another for Chevy
trucks using baskets of eggs
to show how their suspension
ride eliminates bumps.

THERE WAS the charming
Laura Scudder potato chip
commercial where in a nice old
lady bites down with a erunch
that causes the celling to col-
lapse; the dramatic plugs for
headliners appearing at Har-
rah’'s Lake Tahoe; the police
line-yps for women who didn't
use, Windex to clean glass; the
drops of Trushay Skin Cream
for thin-skinned women; the
Polaroid snapshots of the kid
practicing the trumpet.

There were beautifully en-
larged drops of Foremost milk
and glasses being noisily filled;
the baby chicks stealing the
Gravy Train dog food from a
Great Dane; Betty Crocker's
short cut to Noodles Italiano;
the lady in the evening gown
who changes the oil filter in
her boy friend's car; the
teacher who steals his puplil's
Cracker Jack; the Sinclair gas
that's good for every kind of
car; and Genteel Baby Bath.
That presumably is good for
bathing babies.

THE PRODUCTION of com-
mercials has become a highly
specialized business employ-
ing some of the finest artistic
and technical talent in the
country, Each night they com-
pete to catch the eye of the
most selective audience in the
world — the American tele-
vision viewers,

The advertiser starts his
commercial message with one
strike against him because he
is interrupting the viewer's en-
tertainment to make a sales-
pitch, which is about as wel-
come as receiving a collect call

Garrett Takes on
Distribution of
Automatic Radios

Garrett AiResearch Aviation
Service Division has been ap-
pointed as ' exclusive United
States distributor for RESCU-1
automatic radio distress bea-
cons, according to Donald Neu-
mayer, sales manager, The
llo.:lmg unit is designed pri-
marily for use with inflatable
life rafts either private or com-
mercial,
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