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A Closer Look

By Ernest Kreiling

Construction has been com- the x-ray and clinical labora- of original oil paintings by
pleted on the $400,000, 12,000 |
square foot, Crenshaw-Sepul-

New Medical Center Completed the

veda Medical Center at 22600

HOLLYWOOD — “It's time!If such appetities don't exist | Crenshaw Blvd.

we gave some serious thought
to having a federal televislon‘

" channel.”

This suggestion was made
by Hal Humphrey, nationally
syndicated television critic,
whose column appears in 80|
newspapers across the coun-
tr,

Y.

I'll accept Humphrey's
premise that there are some
cultural needs and tastes not
being entirely fulfilled by the
present system of commercial
television, but I vigorously
challenge his proposal for cor-
recting the situation.

. . .

ASIDE FROM the fact that
it’s basically incompatible with
the traditions of our free so-
ciety for such powerful tools
of information to be in the
hands of national government,
there's a more effective way
of bringing about the desired
programing without running
the risks of government con-
trol or influence.

Humphrey apparently over-
looks the existence today of 68
non - commercial  educational
and cultural TV stations which
are financed by state and pri-
vate funds and operatel by lo-
cal educational and commu-
nity leaders. And more im-
portantly there are several
hundred such channel alloca-
tions totally unused and sim-
ply waiting for qualified in-
terests to claim them.

IN THE LAST few years sev-
eral plans for federal leader-
ship in our cultural lives have
been brought forth. John Cros-
by, former TV ecritic for the
New York Herald Tribune,
suggested the formation of a
Program Advisory Board to
operate under the FCC. This
Board would exercise program
control over the networks.
Among his suggestions for
members of his Board were
Herbert Hoover, Harry Tru-
man, Pearl Buck, Walter Lipp-
mann, Arthur Schesinger, Ad-
lai Stevenson, Leonard Bern-
stein, the president of Har-
vard, and Clare Booth Luce.

John Fisher, editor of Harp-
ers Magazine, offered a plan
for culturally enriched televi-
sion whereby stations and net-
works would be taxed a per-
centage of their annual earn-
ings, the revenue to be de-
voted to the operation of a
National Broadcast Authority
chartered by Congress.

- . -

FISHER recommended a
five-man board to direct the
development of educational
and cultural TV programs that
would then have to be carried
by the networks in prime time.
People to serve on this five
man authority would be the
heads of the Rockefeller and
Carnege Foundations, the pres-
ident of Harvard, the Director
of ‘the Metropolitan Museum,
and the chief of the National
Educational Television and
Radio Center,

Both of these plans require
a strong tie with the federal
government, although they
don't necessitate a federally
operated TV network as Hum-
phrey recommends.

NONE OF these ideas
strikes me as being the an-
swer. With more than 200
channels designated for non-
commercial use going unused,
most communities which want
such a service can avail them-
selves of it by mobilizing their
financial and cultural ur-
ces to create it themselves,

So if large appetites for
more intellectually and cultur-
ally oriented TV exist, most
communities have the chance
to take action to satisfy them,

Improvement
On Eshelman
Scheduled

A portion of Eshelman Ave
nue from 253rd to 255tn
Streets will be improved under
a County Road Department
project,

The project will consist of
extending the pavement by
constructing asphaltic concrefe
on aggregate base material,
The improvement will join
with existing curb and gutters
completed in conjunction with
an adjacent tract development,

Eshelman Avenue is a Coun-
ty Master Plan Highway carry-
ing a daily average of 3,000
vehicles, Supervisor Burton W
Chace said. The resulting im-
provement will facilitate area
drainage, decrease mainten
ayee costs and increase opera
tional efficiency on the high
way, the supervisor added.

Motorists are requested (0
drive with care in the construc
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