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LA Proposes to Transfer Duties Of Health Department to County
Supervisor Kenneth Hahn' 

uld today that Ix>s Angeles 
city's proposal to transfer most 
functions of the city health 
department to the county will 
place a "huge burden'" on the 
back* of the county taxpayers.

He pointed out that under 
ftite law, the county Is obli 
gated to assume health serv­ 
ices if a city chooses to discon­ 
tinue its health department.

"This move will merely ] 
transfer the tax load needed I 
to support the health depart I

wider base," Hahn ' county in a difficult situation.' ferred to M.D.s whose job it is 
to sit behind desks and sign 
reports.

ment to 
said.

"It will save the city $3 5 j THE CITY health depart
million for a 6.8 cent reduction ment currently employs 770 j He stressed that the big 
in its property tax rate, but persons. Supervisor Hahn has question in the proposed mer 
boost the over-all county tax i asked the chief administrative j ger was the city's plan for its 
rate approximately 5 cents," {officer to determine what jobs many health department build

ities. or an 
cents on the

additional 
tax rate.

he said. "City taxpayers ac 
count for half the county's 
property tax income."

•Therefore, this consolida­ 
tion, which has been discussed 
since 1916, will make the city 
look fine at the next budget 
hearing, while putting the

will be eliminated, what dupli 
cation of services will be elim 
inated and what economic sav­ 
ings will be provided the gen 
eral taxpayers by the elimina 
tion of supervisorial "paper 
doctors."

Hahn explained that he re-

ings already in existence.
'• • •

"IF THE CITY plans to 
keep these buildings as fine 
offices for its other depart 
ments. the county taxpayers 
will be forced to build some 
$15 million worth of new facll

housing the merged health de­ 
partment.

"If this is one," Hahn said, 
"it will create an extra tax 
burden of almost 15 cents, and 
the merger will have cost, not 
saved, money."

'There will be no real econ­ 
omy if the city maintains its 
health department buildings 
for expanding its other facili­ 
ties and evicts 770 employes

onto the county, which has no 
place to house them," Hahn 
said.

HAHN EMPHASIZED that if 
the true desire of this action 
is to save the taxpayers money, 
that goal can be accomplished 
through cooperative city and 
county efforts in making the 
best use possible of the exist 
ing city health department 
buildings for county health de­ 
partment use.
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Coordination of Area 
Courts Asked by Hahn

An all-out campaign against 
the repeating traffic violator 
was launched this week by 
Supervisor Kenneth Hahn 
chairman of the Courts Com­ 
mittee of the Board of Super 
visors.

Supervisors, on Hahn's mo­ 
tion, unanimously approved a 
step toward coordinating all 
Municipal Court Districts with­ 
in the County to effectively 
deal with the habitual danger­ 
ous driver. • • •

HAHN POINTED out that 
there are 23 Municipal Court 
Districts in Los Angeles Coun­ 
ty, and with few exceptions 
each has access only to the 
records of citations Issued 
within its own Jurisdiction.

"Few districts have quick 
knowledge of a driver's record 
throughout the County of 
State," the supervisor said.

"It is conceivable that a vio­ 
lator could have received 22 
tickets In Los Angeles County 
but appear in a Municipal 
Court as a first offender be­ 
cause he had no prior record 
In that particular district,"
Hahn said. • • •

THE MOTION ordered the 
Chief Administrative Officer 
to confer with Judge Joseph 
Sprankle of Pasadena and Tom 
Bright, director of the Depart­ 
ment of Motor Vehicles, to 
formulate a program to be 
placed before the State Legis­ 
lature so adequate equipment 
and staff can be made avail­ 
able to meet this problem.

"Nearly 1,500.000 citations 
for moving violations are is­ 
sued by law enforcement 
agencies in Los Angeles 
County each year." Hahn said.

• • •
"STUDIES HAVE shown that 

half the licensed drivers re­ 
ceive no moving traffic cita 
tiong In a three year period, 
but less than 5 per cent of the 
motorists are cited more than 
three times annually.

"Thus, a small percentage 
of California drivers are caus­ 
ing an unfairly large propor­ 
tion of traffic accidents, deaths 
and damage. There is a clear 
correlation between traffic ci­ 
tations and accidents," he con­ 
tinued.

"What is needed is a co­ 
operative effort by all Court 
Districts to spotlight the 
minority of drivers responsi­ 
ble for the majority of acci­ 
dents and violations," Hahn 
added.

Mrs. Front 
Named Heart 
Chairman

Mrs. Hcnri Front, 4154 Via 
Lado, has been named Heart 
Sunday regional chairman for 
the Harbor Area, according to 
Mrs. Robert L. Fanner, Ix>* 
Angeles County Heart Sunday 
chairman for the Los Angeles 
County Heart Assn.

Heart Sunday Weekend will 
be Feb. 14 through 17. On 
those dates volunteer workers 
will distribute educational ma­ 
terial on heart and blood ves­ 
sel disorders — their cure and 
prevention.

Heart Assn. contributions 
support physician education 
concerning new techniques in 
the treatment and rehabilta- 
tion of heart patients.

Mrs. Front, a member of 
Temple Menorah Sisterhood, 
South Bay, Torrance Rotary 
Anns; Las Colinas Garden 
Club and the South Bay Pan- 
Hellenic Assn., has appointed 
Mrs. Theodore Heller. 2420 
Halos Verdes Drive West, as 
unit chairman for the Heart 
Sunday drive.

Persons wishing to volunteer 
time to the Heart Sunday 
drive should call the Los An­ 
geles County Heart Assn. 
16811 Hawthorne Blvd., Lawn- 
dale, 371-3501.
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