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“You're always nyh ‘Why don’t I fix over some of my
old clothes’ . . . what would you suggest with my
high nlul buhthll bloomers?"”

Out of the muddy tunnel came a young mother
and her husband and child, followed by a gray-haired
grandmother. The women's stockings were torn at the
knees, and their clothes shredded and covered with
mud.

“What kind of a life must they be leaving to re-
sort to this?” asked the narrator.

" The program was the NBC documentary “The
Tunnel,” a special 90-minute film of the digging of an
estape route under the Berlin Wall. The tunnel had
béen engineered and dug by several brave young men
who gave a helf a year of their lives to the project. It
resulted in the escape of 59 refugees from East Berlin
and made possible the most genuinely absorbing tele-
vision show of the season.

Bearded Piers Anderton, who currently is NBC's
Berlin correspondent, was the co-author and narrator.
For some while NBC had been toying with the idea of
filming an escape tunnel and it was Andreton who
digcovered this one and alerted NBC. The skillful
engineering and the interesting young people made it
a successful choice,
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Two of the young men were Italians who had been
studying engineering in West Germany. The third was
a German who wanted to rescue his sister and her
child.

The Italians main interest in the tunnel was to
help a friend escape with his wife and family. Only
the faces of the people who gave their approval were
shown, Unlike the recent Armstrong show, their prob-
lem was to dig into East Germany, not out of it.

The place chosen was the basement of a deserted
swizzle-stick factory almost under the noses of Russian
sentries. The men pulled the classic trick of concealing
something in an open space, At times they could even
hear the Russians talking. In the end, it was the water
from broken East German pipes that closed the tunnel
that had been expected to provide rescue for hundreds.

. A sly reference was made by Anderton to another
tunnel which ended up tragically in an East German
stronghold. Spies of mine claim that CBS was making a
film record of that project.
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I watched the program in the company of NBC's
Lester Bernstein who spent many weeks in Europe
planning the program,

“It is perhaps difficult to envision the reasons why
three young bachelors would risk their lives in such a
courageous venture, as well as allow their faces and
names to be used throughout the film,” commented
Bernstein. “Certainly their motive was not money.”
(NBC would not specify the amount they were paid for
use of their faces but Bernstein agreed it was some-
where between $8,500 and $12,000 to be divided among
them—a mere drop in the TV talent cost bucket, )

None of the NBC money was used to finance the
project which was a costly affair involving, for ex-
ample, 20 tons of wood supports. Money for the digging
and supplies was provided by a West German organi-
zation which solicits donations for escape projects. The
NBC coin was an added bonus—similiar to the money
paid to the astronauts by Life Manxlno
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The refugees brought no bolongum except an oe-
casional hand satchel, And wouldn't you know it—one
of the ladies wore high-heeled white slippers for the
occasion! At the other end of the tunnel she casually
dipped them in a bucket of water to wash off the mud,

The final scenes showed the diggers and some of
the refugees in a private party shortly after their es-
cape. (Ironically they had split into two factions and
some did not come!) But those who came were clean
and happy and their faces were bright with the expres.
slons of optimism that are eternally a part of young
people in a free land,

They just had to dig for THEIR chance to smile,

By FRED NEHER
MRS, PIPS DIARY. )

BIRTHS

.OUTH BAY N“’lTAL
COLLINS—Mr. and Mrs. Leonard,
18805 Yukon Ave., a boy, Dec. 4.
3820
4
and Mrs. Nnbuhlde.

Meyler 8t., a girl, Dec.

CLARK--Mr. and Mrs. William, m
W. 189th St, a boy, Dec. 7.

SHUCK-—Mr. Mrs. Robert, 5327
Dorris Way, & boy, Dee. 17,
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