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Sacred Torch Rites Slated Veterans Day

Torches from gix foreign na-
tiong are arriving for the third
annnual Veterans Day Sacred
Torch Ceremony, Lewis K.
erans committee of the Presi
dent's people-to-people pro-
gram, reported yesterday. Par-
ticipating nations will be Bel-|
gium, France, England, Israel, |
Mexico, and Italy.

Because Veterans Day, Nov.
11, falls on a Sunday this year, ‘
the traditional 11 o'clock cere-
mony will begin at 2 pm. to
avoid conflict with church
services, Gough said.

With an anticipated audi-
ence of more than 2,000, the
sacred prossession will take,
place in the Court of Freedom
at Forest Lawn Memorial Park, |
Glendale. Similar programs
honoring all veterans who
fought for the cause of free-|
dom will be conducted at Ar-
lington National Cemetery in
the East, and at the War Me-
morial in Kansas City

THE CEREMONIES are pat-
terned after a quarter-century-
old custom of Belgian veter-
ans, In past years, United
States veterans lighted a torch
in this country and sent it
abroad as a gesture of respect
and comradeship.

In 1960, the Belgians kindled
two torches to be sent to the
United States in return, and|
the Sacred Torch Ceremony |
became an international rite,
with the people-to-people pro- |
gram taking over US. sponsor-
ship.

National and state leaders
of the American Legion, Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars, Dis-|
abled American Veterans of |
World War II, AMVETS, Catho-
lic War Veterans, and Jewish
War Veterans carry the torch-
es in “sacred relay” to be
placed with symbolic cere- |
monies at veterans' shrines. |
Veterans native to the partici-
pating countries, accompanied
by color guards and honor|
units present the torches to|
the American veterang to initi-
ate the “relay.”
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THE WEST COAST program
will be preceded by a 15-min- |
ute band concert by the offi- |
cial Tournament of Roses Band,
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martial
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Gough said

In a telegram to all partici-

John F. Kennedy said: “Such
demonstrations for the cause
of Freedom and Peace
| strengthen the bonds which
unite those who fought togeth-
er to preserve these ideals.”
Former President Dwight D
Eisenhower wired: “To all,
| wherever they may be, joined
in the annual Sacred Torch
Ceremony, go my hopes and
| prayers that their commemor-
ation of‘faith and courage may
| be through the years ahead al
continuing call on our hearts
|and minds to labor and to sac-
rifice that freedom may en-
dure and peace with justice be
achieved.”
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SPEAKER AT the Glendale tranq since the Revolutionary
war will highlight the program.

Numerous Boy Scout groups
|are expected to attend in uni-
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