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COMPLICATED PROBLEM

Legislative-wise,

By VINCENT THOMAS

Assemblyman, 68th District

Legislature-wise, life seldom
gets more complicated than it
does in the field of education
and the public school system.
Sometimes it seems almost in-
credible how carefully the pros
and cons must be balanced in
order to preserve and improve
the best qualities of our Cali-
fornia school organization.
Based as it is on historic tra-
dition of individual districts,
nevertheless our surging popu-
lation growth requires constant
reevaluation and realignment
of the .responsibilities and
functions of districts, connty
school departments, and our
state department of education.

The complexity of our work
in this .area was clearly out-

School Problems Are Complicated — Thomas
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lined at a recent hearing of
the senate fact finding commit-
tee on education. Spokesmen
for many segments of our ed-
ucational machine appearéd to
give their views on. important
matters related to the better
education of our children
which will come before us at
the 1961 session. Administra-
tors, board members from both
large and small districts, re-
presentatives from many organ-
ized groups, and others told the
committee their opinions, many
of which were widely diver-
gent.

The first major subject ta-
ken up was the relationship
between the county superinten-
dents of schools and county
boards of education. It was
said that under a 1957 law

amended in 1959, the boards
are elected. However, in 50
of our 58 counties, the super-

charter counties, Los Angeles,
Sacramento, and San Diego,
provide for the appointment of
the superintendent and in five
counties, there is only one ap-
pointed superintendent. The
county board of education then
has the responsibility of set-
ting policy, and his duty is to
carry it out.’

SPOKESMEN FOR the asso-
ciation of county superinten-
dents pointed out the difficul-
ties which can arise when both
the county board and adminis-
trator are elected. Friction as
to policy can create situations
not for the best interests of

tendents are also elected. Some

good education,

The committee was also in-
formed that a survey made of
elected county superintendents
reveals that most of them fa-
vor appointments to the office
by the boards of education, and
a substantial number think the
law should make it mandatory.
Also discussed were the ques-
tion of whether the boards
should be eletted by districts,
or on a county-wide basis, and
the question as to whether the
boards should be granted po-
wer to set salaries for superin-
tendents.

A proposal made in a 1059
measure to transfer certain
claim audit functions from the
offices of the county superin-
tendents to larger school dis-
tricts capable of undertaking

the task was also discussed in
detail. The change would speed
up the handling of claims
against the district consider-
ably, and would also reduce
expense of handling them.
County auditing officials, as
well as school administrators
appeared in support of such
legislation.
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THE SECOND major area of
subject matter investigated

that of school district organiza-
tion. Problems relating to the
reorganization and unification
of small school districts were
also considered. Several speci-
fic changes in existing law to
improve and simplify the proc-
esses involved were submitted
by the statewide committee on
district organization, a coopera-
tive group representing many
segments of school administra-
tion and interest. Problems of
handling bonded indebtedness
of districts newly organized
were analyzed Further de-

t of the ter plans

| for school district organization
"in the various counties, re-
quired under 1959 law to be
submitted for approval
1963, was reviewed at length,

The third major area investi-
’L.nl('(l is the proposal to en-
courage maintenance of a
longer school year by the dis-
tricts. This would be accom-
plished by re-defining the unit
of “ad.a” financial support
granted by the state, so as to
terms,

Roger J. Randall, apprentica
petty officer third class, USN,
| son of Mr., and Mrs. Elmer E.
Randall of 932 E. Joel, Tor-
rance, is scheduled to graduate
Dec. 2 from recruit training at

Diego.

chosen from the ranks of the
seaman recruits to assist Com-
pany Commanders. The selec-
tion is based on individual ap-
titude and leadership qualities,
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STUDENTS LEARN WIRING . . . Instructor Robert

McGowan, Flavian School, gives Phil D’Addario and Mich-

ael Lewis some hints on how to wire a fuse hox. The

training is part of the seventh' and eigth grade shop  pro-
1s, which i

T el

gram in Torrance

various p

plastic and metal.

Junior may be a little handier
around the house as the result
of training received by seventh
and eighth grade boys in Tor-
rance.

The industrial arts program
has moved away from the tra-
ditional emphasis on making
wooden articles — footstools,
shoe boxes, and whatnots— to-
ward a more varied and prac-
tical program, according to As-
sistant Superintendent Albert
N. Postter.

During the 24-week period of
shop training given seventh
and eighth grade boys in Tor-
rance, there is increasing em-
phasis on home mechanics, in-
cluding basic instruction in
electricity, plumbing, and
other needed repairs. Boys also
do work with plastics and

metal.
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SCHOOL officials emphasize
that Junior won't be ready to
complete all home repairs and
alterations, but he will be
equipped a little better to
handle such matters. Leading
educators, including Dr. James
B. Conant in his latest report,
feel that industrial arts train-
ing is valuable for students of
this age.

Several of the shop programs
include small, framed repro-
ductions of homes, complete
with various types of wiring
common to most houses.
Youngsters get instruction
about the basic factors —
sockets, wiring, types of hook-
ups, overloads, transformers,
circuit breakers, and, of course,
safety.

CRE

VARIOUS types of plumbing
tools and basic principles are
considered, along with the
ever-handy knowledge of how
to change washers,
The boys do woodwork,
which used to be the only
thing that was included in most
shop programs. They learn
about ' the various types of
joints which are found in most
wood projects and make vari-
ous small articles which can be
used in the home. A few boys
try larger projects such as
coffee tables.
L L L

IN ADDITION, youngsters
now do work with plastics and
metal, making plaques, lamps,
and other such items, Especi-
ally popular is work with the
clear plastic, Pieces are glued
together with colored glue to
make quite attractive products.

After going through the basic
instruction, boys may make
whatever project they choose.
All materials are paid for by
the boys. Most products are
very inexpensive,

an ‘8-4" plan, with seventh and
eighth graders attending ele-
mentary schools, boys attend
shop classes for 12-week
periods every year, (At the

ANTIOUE

LAWNDALE

Since Torrance Schools have |

of home repair as well as tralnlng in woodwork, drnmng,

Oldfime Woodshop Classes Turn
Stress Toward Home Mainfenance

same time, girls get training in
home economics.)

L )

ELEVEN Torrance elemen-
tary schools have shop and
homemaking units. Each one
is designed to serve either two
or three schools, depending on
enrollment, Students are
taken by bus to and from the
classes,

These “practical arts” facili-
ties are located at Calle Mayor,
Casimir, Carr, Fern-Green-
wood, Flavian, Hamilton, Jef-
ferson, Magruder, Newton, Sea-
side, and Walteria Schools.

In this way, shop and home-
making courses can be pro-
vided for the students without
having to maintain expensive
and only part-time facilities at
each school.

Local Group
Sees Defense
Day Matters

The Torrance Civil Defense
and Disaster Commission con-
vened in a regular meeting at
7:30 p.m., Monday, Nov. 14, in
the Employees’ Lounge, City
Hall, Commissioners attending
were: Burchett, Ellis, Peterson,
Schoonover and chairman
Gerald.

Various matters taken up
during the evening included a
request from Air Explorers
Scout Squadron 377A spon-
sored by the Torrance Cham-
ber of Commerce for a speaker
5o that the group might learn
about Civil Defense plans for
the community; a motion made
by Commissioner Ellis that a
representative from the Fire
Department be sent to Fort
McArthur for the indoctrina-
tion course on chemical war-
fare and a report made by
Captain Rochefort on Area G
activities,

Speakers’ kits and other ma-
terial in preparation for Civil
Defense Day, December 7, were
shown to those attending, along
with a Workshop Kit for Group
Leaders to be used in training
for preparedness.

Other items discussed were:
a portable hospital, land line
equipment, radiological moni-
toring classes in the Torrance
High School system and a med-
ical plan for the South Bay
District, The meeting ad-
journed at 8:30 p.m.

Polio Clinic Tuesday

The monthly polio inocula
tion clinic sponsored by the
ME Group at 4193
Beach Blvd,, will be held from
2 to 8 p.m. next Tuesday, De-
cember, 6. Cost for each inocu-
lation will be $1 with a $5 max
imum charge for members of

| one family.
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