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By CHARLES E, CHAPEL
36th Assembly District [

Oil drilling along the coast |
of the 46th Assembly Distriat |
is a subject of continuing in-
terest.

Years ago, I obtained a grant
to the City of Manhattan Beach
{rom the State so that Manhat-
tan Beach owns its own tide-
lands for police purposes (that
it, health, safety and law - en-
forcement of all types), but I
could not obtain a grant in-
cluding oil, gas and mineral
rights which were reserved by |
the State,

» -

THE REASON is that the
grants to cities giving them
the right to drill for oil in their
own tidelands were obtained
many years before people real-
1zed the possible revenue from
oil drilling,

Hermosa Beach owns its own
tidelands under one of the old
grants, including oil, gas and
mineral rights, but the State
cannot let contracts for dril-
ling. Only Hermosa Beach by a
vote of the people can do this
end the majority of the voters
Lave demonstrated at'elections
in the past that they do not
want oil drilling,

REDONDO BEACH owns its
own tidelands, including oil,
gas and mineral rights, and it
has oil wells producing reve-
nue which is being used by the
City for beach and harbor im-
provement,

The City of Palos Verdes in
the past has sevtral times in-

a grant of tidelands, hence
tidelands belongs to the State,
although the majority of the
people apparently do not want
oil drilling, This statement is
based on letters I have receiv-
ed and not as the result of
municipal elections as in the
case of the City of Hermos
Beach,
L] L] »

IN GENERAL, the remainder
of the coast of the 46th Assem-
bly District was open to oil
drilling by the State, including
Playa del Rey, El Segundo,
Mauhattan Beach, Palos Verdes
Estates, Portuguese Bend, por-
tions of San Pedro lying with-
in the 46th Assembly District,
and both Santa Catalina Island
end  San Clemente Island,
Therefore, 1 looked for an op- |
portunity to protect the shore-
line against oil drilling by the
State where people did not|
want it,

On Jan, 21, 1955, the Honor-
able Joseph Shell introduced
his Assembly Bill No, 8402. I
amended it to prohibit the
drilling for oil by the State in

—
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Tidelands Oil Drilling Meets
Various Obstacles in Vicinity

tidelands from a point north
of Santa Monica to Point Vi
cente, near San Pedro. This
amendment became part of
what is sometimes called tha
“Shell - Cunningham Act.” It
was originally cited as Chap.
ter 1724, Statutes of 1955, Tha
same protective prohibition is
now contained in Section
6871.2 of the Public Resources
Code of California,

. o .

THOSE WHO want to read
the whole law, including my
protective section, should get
some lawyer to let them read
Section 6871.2 of his copy of
the Public Resources Code,
However, it is possible for any
citizen to write to the Legisla-
tive Bill Room, State Capitol,
Sacramento 14, California, and
obtain two copies of Assembly
Bill No, 3402, 1955 Regular
Session, California State Legis-
lature, free, as long as the
supply lasts,

My protective amendment to
the law is of interest not only
to thosel ving along the coast
of the 46th Assembly District,
but also to everyone who uses
the beaches, including the resie
dents of Inglewood, Lennox,
and Westchester (L.A. 45), For
example, my protective amend-
ment included the City of
Santa Monica, which recently
held an election and decisively
defeated an effort to authorize
oil drilling on its shore,

FROM TIME to time, some-
one starts the rumor that if a
city owning its own tidelands,
including oil, gas and mineral
rights, such as Hermosa Beach,
where they do not want oil
drilling, will lose a source of

California can move in and let
contracts for oil drilling if
such city does not exercise its
legal right. This is pure poppy-
cock. Usually the rumor is
started by someone who has a
selfish interest in permitting
oil drilling, or by a group seek-
ing publicity, but the facts are
just as I have stated them.
As a member of the Califor-
nia State Legislature, I believe
in home rule. If a city wants to
do something within its legal
rights, that is the business of
the voters of that city and the
Legislature should not inter-
vene. I am opposed to central-
izing too much power in Wash.
ington, D.C,, or in Sacramento,

o

PLEASE understand that n
various elections regarding oil
drilling along the shore of
Hermosa Beach, I have never
aligned myself with either
side. I stay out of school dis.
trict, municipal, and county
disputes, This is in accord with
my theory that it is my job to
represent the people in the
Legislature but not my job to
tell them what to do, Any
other attitude would be contra-
dictory to the fundamental
principles of American life,

Those who wish to write to
me on this subject can send
mail to PO, Box 777, Ingle.
wood 5, until January 1, 1961,
when mail should be sent to
State Capitol, Sacramento, 14,
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