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Books Subject of Semi- Weekly
Megings of South Bay Groups

Reading and talking about:
| great books, ancient and mod-
cern, is the business at hand |
[rluring the informal, two hour,
| once-every-other-week meeting
|of the six discussion groups |
the South Bay area sponsored
by the national Great Books
Fondation.  Quiet reflective
comment, as well as lively
sociable debate spark the dis-
cussion periods, when busy,
and divergent lives come to-
gether to consider the writings
and ideas of the thinkers of all
ages who have deall with the,
basic problems of mankind.

Shakespeare, Thoreau: Mel-
ville, Freud, and Aristotle are |
among the many works used in
| the program, which is a series
| of short books and excerpts do-
signed to be read easily by
members hetween meetings.
No previous education is need-
ed other than a willingness fo |
read the brief and understand- |
able works. Great Books mem-
bers come from varied occu-|
pations, including housewives,
businessmen, truckdrivers and |
engineers all coming together, |
as one member put it, “to dis-!
cover the great qestions, hear!
some of the great answers, in!
order better to choose.”

*

*

Each of the six local groups |:
follows the few recommenda-
tions of the national founda-|
tion, including its policy of
keeping the program at mini-
mm effort or cost to the parc-
ticipants. There are no fees
or charges. The Foundation
has for sale hoxed sets of each
year's readings, although pur-
chase of these ig not necessary.

Two leaders per group serve
to stimulate thought and dis-
cssion by their gestions, with-
out lectres or commentary.
The Great Books Foundation
holds leader training courses
each year. The ‘teacher” in
any meeting is considered to
be the author of the work chos-
en for that session.

The oldest group in this
area begins its seventh year in
September, and is led by Rob-
ert T. Thompson, of Torrance,

»

The South Bay Group, meet-
ing in El Retiro Park, is go-
ing into its third year. Leaders
are Jim Pierson, Hermosa;
Mrs. Louis Daviss Redondo
Beach; Mrs. Charles Goodale,
Torrance; and Chester Wecislo,
Hollywood Riviera. Mr. Pier-
son and Mrs. Davis are also
Treasurer and Secretary, re-
spectively, of the Los Angeles

*

.

While most of the groups
meet in the evening, the South
Bay Muses attend morning ses-
sions, are beginning their third

year, and are led by Mrs. J. C,
Anstrom, Hollywood Riviera,
and Mrs. Sam Moran, Manhat-
tan Beach

Mr. and Mrs. William °C.

Cuthbertson lead another third
year group in Kl Segundo.

A Torrance group b(';,mnm*
the second year program is led
by John Robinson, Torrance;
Donald Salk, Los Angeles; Mss,
| George finglesby, Gardena; and
IMrs. Robert G. Smith, Tor-
rance.

A new first year group'is
being formed by Mrs. Smith
and Bob Monroe, of Torrance.

Most of these programs will
begin the fall with first meet-

[ings during the week of Sept.

21-28, which is to be Great
Books Open House Week, Any-
one with the desire to ex-
change ideas is cordially invit
jed, and may obtain further ife
| formation by telephoning DAv-
enport 6-79%0 or FR 9-0302.

The national foundation was
incorporated in 1947 as a non-
profit organization, and hds

|since grown to more than 1500

{groups throughout the United
| States. Its stated purpose is
‘to keep alive the common
heritage of thought, sensibilitys
and faith which finds expres.
sion in the great books of our
tradition; to give men, through
reading and discussing the
great books, a richer compres
hension of what the good life
can be; and to help them, here
and now, to lead the good life,
for themselves, their commun-
ity and their nation.”

Of the hooks themselves, the
Foundation says: “They quick-
ly show us how much more
comfortable it is to stretch
than to stoop. When we read
them in the order of their ap-
pearance, with a group of our
peers, we are caught up in and
re-enact ‘the great conversa-
tion’ that produced our civiliza-
tion.”

PAY OFF TROUT .

Trout fishermen working
Hemet Lake, in the San Ja-
cinto Mountains south of Idylls
wild, are now cashing in on
the stocking of 27,500 fingens
ling rainbows last October, re-
ports the Department of Fish
and Game. Weighing only a
tenth of an ounce apiece when
planted, good numbers of
these fish are now bemg

Great Books Council.

caught as half-pounders.
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