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EDITORIALS

Disaster Control

If a major disaster struck the City of Torrance, chaos
would result,

This is no idle statement ,, . there are facts to
back it up.

Recently, rising flood waters prompted local officials
to declare a State of Emergency.

Following the book, all available police officers went
on duty, emergency centers for evacuees were established
and emergency equipment was put into use,

One thing was missing. Coordination,

Police units were ready, willing and available to evacu-
ate families . . . but where were they to take evacuees?

Some said the Red Cross was handling that phase . . .
others said the City Hall phones were taking care of trans-
portation for the evacuees . . . meanwhile confused police-
men were trying their best to do what they could for the
flood victims.

" As it turned out . . . the rain waters subsided quickly
and there was no need to continue the evacuation program.

This was @ minor and short-lengthed disaster.

Imagine the utter confusion which would result if a
major disaster should occur,

Most persons think of disasters only in terms of bomb-
ings and wars. But what about floods, explosions, and other
acts of nature?

These, too, are disasters for which the city must be
prepared.

Individually, all the city’s disaster crews work effi-
ciently and with a minimum of trouble and confusion.

The trouble lies in the coordination of the units.

Currently, the city uses two buildings to house emer-
%ency headquarters . , , the police station and the City Hall.

When telephone messages have to be relayed confusion
is the result, Messages delivered in person are easily
understood. Those which are relayed to another building
sometimes come out jumbled.

This situation happened here last month, Fortunately,
the disaster period was a short one.

Civilian defense leaders should get together and map
out an efficient coordination program . . . one which works
under one roof.

The city should be prepared.

Protect Molorists

Let’s protect the car driver from the bicycle rider.

Is there an autoist who hasn't felt the hand of fear
when suddenly from out of nowhere a bicyclist appears
in front of him?

A bicycle rider today constitutes one of the greatest
hazards' on highways, £

There is a set of rules and regulations for bike riders.
In most cases they are similar to those followed by autoists
themselves.

But what motorist, who 1s concerned for his own safety,
will suddenly dart into the husiest lane of traffic without
ever glancing behind? A few do , . . but they soon wind
up on the fatality list. \

Bicyclists, however, seem to feel roads were made for
them alone and it's the autoist's duty to keep from hitting
them. ,

Police record many cases of traffic fatalities involving
cars vs. bicycles. In most of these cases, the car driver is
not at fault.

The fact that it isn't his fault doesn’t ease the pain
and the misery which result when his car kills or maims
a child, A

Schools, police and other organizations carry on exten-
sive campaigns for bicycle safety. But no campaign will
ever replace the use of common sense , . . a commodity
which is too often scarce among bike riders.
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Opinions of Others

A free economy does not move in a straight line, but in
curves, up and down. At present there is a downward trend
but increased defense spending raising the national debt
ceiling to $280 billion, easing of credit and the other
manipulations are calculated to provide the sagging
economy with a shot in the arm. It may mean another ride
on the merry-go-round of inflation—Milford (Ind.) Mail.

* hAd *

Education is the most selfish thing in the world. The
only person who can give it to you is you. Teachers can
lead, suggest, cajole, even browheat, but they can’t make
you learn. That you do alone. — Bedford (Ind.) Daily
Times-Mail.

A * T

The guiding spirit of the recovery, as the President sees
it, is not a crash program by the government.'Rather, the
government is leading off with enough to encourage private
enterprise. Business is there for those who believe in it
and prepare for it. The recovery will be sounder and more
lasting that way.—Norwalk (Conn.) Hour.
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YOUR PROBLEMS by Ann Landers

You're Unduly Nervous, Mom

Dear Ann: I'm the mother,
of a 17-year-old girl and I'm
bringing, my problem to you
because I'm too ashamed to
admit my' suspicions to any-
one else.

My daughter has been go-
ing steady for eight months.
Until recently, I had com-
plete trust in her. I have no
proof, but I suspect she's
been going in for some very
heavy necking.

From bits of information
I've gathered, young people
who go steady feel they have
a right to certain privileges.
They don’t realize how easy
it is to go one step too far.

We built a new home with
a family room mainly for our
daughter. When she’s alone
i 'that room 'with her boy
friend I'm' a nervous wreck.
I find excuses to go in three
and four times an evening.
Then I sit and count the min-
utes until he leaves. Please
tell me what to do.—A.W.M.

I suspect you are unduly
nervous, Mother. A girl isn’t
apt to lose her head in the
family room.

At 17, morals are fairly.
well established. If her train-
ing has been good she isn’t
going to the dogs—all of a
sudden, If her training has
been poor, watching her like
a hawk won't help.

The fact that your daugh-
ter entertains her steady at
home is a good sign. But if
you keep barging in they may
feel you're spying and seek
privacy elsewhere.

If we let our children know
we trust them and expect the
best, we'll get it. If we ex-
pect the worst — we'll get
that, too,

Wil Y

Dear Ann: A certain guy in
our office has heen wining
and dining one of the ste-
nographers. He’s- married, but
is very brazen about the af-
fair and everyone knows.

I mentioned - this to my
wife, and didn’t label it “top-
secret” since it's common
knowledge, My wife knows
this guy's wife, and uninten-
tionally she let the informa-
tion slip in her presence.

This morning the heel
nailed me in the men's
lounge and laced into me in
front of half the office crew.
He called me a snoopy old

washwoman and said my wife
and I should go to work for
a scandal magazine.

Being a gentleman I said
nothing. My wife says I
should have punched him in
the nose for this dirty insult.
Should I?—M.G.M.

I'm strictly against nose-
punching, but if anyone was
a deserving candidate it was
your wife.

How ‘“‘unintentional” can a
woman get? She was clearly

O “‘ 'M
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Women not only drive as
good as men, but they can do
it on either side of the road.
—Charlie Jones.
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The dog-catcher back in my
hometown knew he was a
dog-catcher, but he didn't
know what he was supposed
to catch 'em at.—Herb Shrin-

er.
b AR

' The world is not, interested
in the storms you encounter-
ed, but did you bring the ship
in?—William McFee,

RO M ]

If at first you don’t suc-
ceed, that. makes you just
about average.—Warren Hull,

e

An some anonymous

thoughts:

Many a woman who can't_

add can certainly detract,
AR -

‘A mistake proves some-
body stopped talking long
enough to do something.

*

Politeness is the art of
choosing among your
thoughts.

wow %

A reformer is someone who
insists on his conscience be-
ing your guide,

W

Worry often gives a small

thing a big shadow.
% % %

A working girl is one who
quit her job to get married.

hAd bAd

Gossip: Saying nothing in a
way that leaves nothing un-
said.

Unemployment Facts

Claimants who have estab-
lished a claim for unemploy-
ment insurance must report
each week to ereceive their
payment unless they have re-
turned to work, A claimant
who returns to work (if other-
wise eligible) is entitled to
file a claim for (1) the week
hefore he returned to work,
or (2) the week in which he
earned less than his weekly
benefit amount, This claim
statement sghould include the
date on which the claimant
started his job, and may be
mailed to the office to which
he has been reporting, If pay-
ment Is due, a check will be
mailed, and usually will be

received within two or three
weeks,

T e

Persons reporting to a lo-
cal office to file continued
claims are assigned a set day
and hour for reporting each
week in order to spread the
work load of the office and to
give all claimants the most
efficient service, The day is
decided by the last four dig-
its of his social security ac-
count number, and time of
day by the last two digits,

Readers of this column
may obtain a pamphlet on un-
employment insurance hy
writing a card or letter to the
Department of Employment,
1628 Cravens Ave.

out of order, If she can’t con-
trol her mouth better than
this, you're a fool to tell her
anything,
. Of course it ill becomes a
philandering husband to
scream “foul” when he him-
self is operating outside the
limits of respectability, but
you and your wife are not
blame-free either,
o9 IR

Dear Ann: The letter in
your column about the girl
who brought stale bread-and-

butter sandwiches from home

touched, by heart — and re-
vived some memories.

In 1930 I worked in San
Francisco. The depression
was at full tilt. We girls who
carried our lunch always

tried to pack an extra sand-:

wich for someone in the
crowd who “forgot” hers.

One day the boss gave me
a warm second-hand coat. My
sister in Indiana was worse
off than I was, and I knew it
was colder there, so I packed
the coat to send to her.

When I got to the post
office, I lacked 26 cents for
postage, so I lugged the box
back to the office. The girls
asked how come. When I told
them, they took up a collec-
tion and raised the 26 cents.
Believe me, it was more than
some of them could spare. I
mailed the package and my
sister wrote that it just about
saved her life.

Thanks, Ann, for remind-
ing me of one of the most
touching experiences of my
life.—~LW,

U L Sl )

Confidentially: Sugar-Plum:
This lad definitely has NO
visions of marriage dancing
in his head. Get with it.

(Ann Landers will be happy to
help you with your problems. Send
them to her in care of The HER-
ALD and enclose a stampéd, self-
n((hl)ressed envelo,

pe.
) 1958, Field Enterprises, Inc,

THE SQUIRREL CAGE

by Reid Bundy

Students Go 'On the Record’

Kansas City high schools
have taken another crack at
the free-and-easy philosophy
now prevalent among educa-
tionists and have announced
that in the future, students
will have a permanent record
made of their misbeliaviors.

You'll remember it was
just a short time ago that the
staid Associated Press gave
nationwide coverage of a
story that a Kansas City area
principal shocked the mod-
ernists by announcing that he
would invoke an old custom

by keeping the errant stu.
dents after school.

S A K

Now the entire school sys-
tem will inaugurate use of a
standardized card which will
record the deportment of the
students according to an AP
story, Teachers are instruct-
ed to record all cases of “tru-

' ancy, aggressive fighting,

theft, extortion, disruption of
class work, threats against
teachers, insubordination,
and displays of vulgarity.”

The report will become a
part of the student's record
and will accompany him
wherever he may go in the
city's school system.

This is a bold step by to-
day’s standards.

LAW IN ACTION

Making An Appeal

In most cases when the
judge reads the verdict, that
settles the lawsuit and tells
who has won. But nof, always.
The loser may demand—and
sometimes get—a new deal.
He may attack the verdict by
asking for a new trial, or get-
ting an appellate court to re-
view his case, even going
sometimes to the U, S. Su-
preme Court,

In very rare cases he may
still have the “judgment va-
cated” on grounds which
later come to his knowledge.

You may get a new trial
only in speclal circumstancest

When the other party, the
Judge, or the jury make
“prejudicial” errors, or when
something beyond his control
kept the losing party from
presenting all the facts.

The judge may have done
something to “prejudice” the
case against the loser, such
as erroneously admitting evi-
dence harmful to the loser,
or erroneously refusing to
admit helpful evidence, or he
may haye been in error in in-
structing the jury.

R

The injured party has a
duty to call such errors, if
known, to the judge's atten-
tion for him to correct. They
must actually have harmed
his case. Mere technical
errors don’t count.

The other party may have
erred by making improper
argument to the jury or by
tampering with a juror out-
side the courtroom (a most
serious crime, as well).

Seldom may jurors go back
on their own verdict, but
others may challenge it, for
example, if the jurors took an
unauthorized trip to the
scene of the accident, talked
about the case during the

THE FREELANCER by Tom Rische

The natives are a little rest-
less north of 190th St.

The March issue of North
Torrance Civic News, bulletin
of the North Torrance Civie
Improvemcni Assn,, takes a
poke at the street conditions
of their area with the follow-
ing item:

“How many of you have
driven south on Crenshaw
Blvd. coming into Torrance?
You have been driving on a
nice wide smooth street, You
pass El Camino College and
stop for the light at Redondo
Beach Blvd: (Border line of
North Torrance). The light

turns green, you start across,
and WHAM!!

b2 (UK A JOREE « RS

“Your muffler scrapes bhot-
tom, your head bumps the
roof of your car, you get low-
er plate wobble,“the kids are
sprawled on the, floor, you
fight for a.place in.a skinny
9-foot lane, and out of the
corner of your eyes (if they
have stopped bouncing by
then) you see a sign WEL-
COME TO TORRANCE—THE
ALL AMERICA CITY.

It's not really funny. This
streets is a near tragedy. Ask
the man whose car disappear-
ed under water in that area
during the recent heavy rains.

trial to each other, or to law-
yers in the case.

*-o% A

A judge may grant a new
trial where unforeseen acci-
dent or surprise kept the
loser from having a fair trial,
or where through the court
reporter’s death or loss of his
notes, an adequate transcript
of the trial can’t be prepared
for the appellate court,

Noter California lawyers offer

this column so you may know
about our laws,

FROM OUR MAILBOX

If it's funny, he almost died
laughing.”
* *

A Brishane, Australia, man
who recently went into court
to divorce his wife, tesiiiied
that “she made him sleep in
the barn where she served
his mieals by throwing them
at him, and that she often
paraded nude in the yard.”
He won.

b B 4

“This is The Torrance Her-
ald,” reporters here say when
calling someone on the phone
for some information, 1
among others wonder how
the reporters identify them-
selves when they call to get
a news item for the Dover-
Foxceroft Piscataquis Observ-
er back in Maine. That's the
name of the paper, honest
Injun.

A SRR + )

Did you ever wonder how
newspapers get their names?

*
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Plenty of them have such .

names as The Herald, Tor-
rance’s 44-year-old commu-
nity newspaper. There also
are plenty of papers, with
such common names as the
Times, News, Courier, Enter-
prise, Journal, Beacon, Dis-
patch, Reporter, Register, etc.

Buf, where do you suppose
they found such names as
The Date Palm, Ranger,

Miner, Picayune, Eagle, and ‘)

Item? Out of a hat?

My Neighbors

“We present Exhibit B, rep-
resenting an expenditure of
$2,000 a month of the uniow’s
welfare fund,

for secrefaxial
and advisory, service,”
by Our Readers

A New

Editor, Torrance Herald:

Candidates for the various
offices to be filled in the com-
ing April election in Tor-
rance, other than the office
of mayor, are being invited
to appear before the North
Torrance Civie Improvement
Assn’s April meeting. Each
will be allowed an equal
amount of time to state his
qualifications for the office
he is seeking, his particular
knowledge and training that
suits him for the job, and
what goals he hopes to aim
for if elected. ]

The candidates for the of-
fice of mayor were offered an
opportunity to express them-
selves before this group at its
March general membership
meeting.

This year is the first in the
history of the association that
candidates have been permit-
ted this opportunity. Hereto-
fore, they have been denied
admission to the group dur-
ing election time in the belief
that was in violation of the
non-political stipulation in
the association’s charter, 1

Three Cheers for More Cheer

How do you like your stor-
ies—glad or sad?

Although the current trend
in books, movies, and TV pro-
grams seems to be toward the
“realistic” story, I still like
the “romantic” type of melo-
drama.

Some of the modern stories

" are so realistic that they hurt,

almost, and make you want
to hop off the nearest cliff
after you're done. “Death of
a Salesman,” for instance,
won the Academy Award, but
it left me with that “What's
the use of it all?” feeling. It
was ahout a poor guy who
never could do anything
right,

These stark, modern dra-
mas often are something that
could really happen to the av-
erage individual, When I see
a movie or read a book, I pre-
fer to be relaxed rather than
depressed, If T want to feel
bad, I can look over the fami-
ly budget.

Life isn't all one big bowl
of cherries, but on the other
hand, it isn't a bushel of sour
apples either,

1 like to get away from the

problems of unbalanced budg-
ets, wheezing automobiles,
lawns full of weeds, and mail-
boxes full of bills. I can look
out in.back and see the trash
can and the weeds. Why
should I want to read about
them?

Personally, I prefer the his-
torical horse operas of the
days when ladies were fair
and knights were bold or
men were men and women
were women, I like to cheer
the strong and pure hero and
hiss the wicked villain,

\I\:. .,{\\, “7’\'

A good story can be realis
tic gnd still have a moral,
Virtue does triumph some-
times, although maybe not as
often as it should,

There is, of course, the oth.
er extreme — the “goody-
goody” stories where every-
thing is drippy sweet and the
moral is recited ovér and
over so that you'll be sure
not to miss it

Either I like ,my heart
warmed a little in my stories

or else I want to hop on a:

magic carpet and get coms.
pletely away from Torrance,

Calif., 1958. I don't necessari-
ly want to stay away, but it's
good to take a mental vaca-
tion now and then.

In historical horse operas,
westerns, mystery stories, scis
ence fiction, T may identify
myself with the hero ‘for a

while as I read or watch the °

story, but when it's over, I'm
back on earth again, having
been distracted for a while,

G R

If the story is too “realis-
tie,” it may take me quite a
while to get back to being me
again, It may bother me for
quite a while. Just take a
look at some of the crowds
coming out of movies. If the
movie has been a comedy, the
audience may laugh and talk,
If it’s been a tragedy, it will
probably be a pretty sbber
crew that makes its exit.

I don’t know of many peo-
ple who are so happy that
they need depressing, but I
know of plenty who are so
morbid that they could stand
to be cheered up,

Three cheers for cheer,

dn
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Policy .

am pleased to say that a legal
opinion has been obtained
clearly defining this action to
be within the permitted oper-
ations of a' non-political or-
ganization,

It has long been recogniz-
ed, according to history
books, that ignorance of what
can and cannot be accom-
plished or what is or is not
being done in government
has been one of our major
problems. Our city council is
vested with more non-restric-
tive power than even our
Congress, therefore, it be-
hooves each and every one
of us to inform ourselves as
to its functions and the aims
and backgrounds of the men
we place in office.

1t is a public service of dny
organized group to .afford
these candidates an oppor-
tunity to'appear before the
people and a civic responsi-
bility of all voters to extend
themselves to hear what they
have to say. I am most proud
of having been able to play
a part in bringing our candi-
dates before the people of
North Torrance.

JOHN G. L. CRAIN,
President, NTCIA
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