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Wlth highways filled \ulh’

holiday traffio, the HERALD's
inquiring photographer asked:

“Do you think California’s
penalties for drunk drivers |
are stiff enough?”

P

o Frank Schmidl, 24407 Nar-
honne Ave
Lomita, instru-
ment tech-
niciam:

“The penal-
ties are stiff
enough, but
the methods of
determining
who is drunk
are not ade-
quate. There must be a way de-
vised to find who's under the
influencée and who isn't, Pres-
ent methods are not accurate
enough if somiebody is scared
and had only oné beer.”

T
Mrs. Barbara Flynn, 3414 W,
174th St,
switchboard

% operator:

“I think that
! the way some
people drive,
the penalties
are - badly
needed.. ! think
the fines are
plenty stiff
cnmu,h o keep people from
doing it.”

(dhlu “u(lv, 411 Amapola,

“They should
be made as
stiff as possi- ¥
ble. Drunk
drivers cause
many good
men to lose ®
their lives, 1
think the book
should be
thrown at drunk drivers.”,

e o . ®

Palmer, 1510 W.
214th St,
housewife:

“I don't
know whether
it would help,
but Ithink
there should
be no limit to|
the penalty.
Drunk drivers
can hurt so
many other people and tlu,y
have no busme\s (lrlvmg

Mrs, A,

Elmer Jolmsnn. 20844 Dalton
Ave, factory .
worker:

“It seems to
me that the
penalties are
stiff enough, T
just came out
from Michi-
gan, where a

costs only
$100, If it costs a man §250, he
should know enough to be-
have,"
.
Mrs, Raymond ’\lur»h. Hay-
ward, Calif,
houﬁe\\lfc'
“The penal:
ties are about
right. I'm not
for punish.
ment, I believe
{ in prevention,
: ! but this seems
| | to be about
(. ' the only way
to prcvvnt drunk du\lng

The California pvn.llnm in-
cldvnlally are:
ffense —

minimum

Suu(m nffense — minimum
fine of $250, five-day jail sen-
tence, and revocation of driv-
er's licenses for one year, pro.
viding the second offense oce
gures within seven yuu of the

ece i
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;| a multi-million dollar CI

| said the new plane,

Local Firm Gets
Bomber Contract

meluycs of North Ame!

States Air Force,
The present came in the
| facture a bomber Lapal)lc of

rican Aviation have received

form of ‘a contract to manu-
Ilyln;, more than 2000 miles

an hour for long d

Details of tHe contract .md
the amount of money involved
were kept secret.

An Air Force spokesman |
which
previously was referred to as|
the WS110A, Is intended as a|
long range development from
the B52 family of bombers.
This standard craft, now in use
by the Air Force, is reported
to have a speed of approxi-
mately 700 miles per hour.

The proposed bomber is'ex-
pected to use an advanced fuel
producing more thrust than
the fuels burned in conven-
tional jets,

The Air Forces’ most ad-
vanced bomber, the B58 is re-
puted to have a speed of 1300
miles an hour and a ceiling of
50,000 feet,

Approve List
Of Priority

Storm Drains

Multi-million dollar storm
drain proposals have been list-
ed raccording to priorities by
Torrance city councilmen,

The group Tuesday night
approved the list of six proj-
ects. sought by the city as part
of the proposed county-wide
bond issue,

Listed in order of prefer-
ence were:

1. A system to drain the
Walteria' Lake area and the
lower part of Hollywood Riv-

| iera,

2. A drain for the vicinity of
190th St. and Crenshaw Blvd.

3. Pipes to replace an open
ditch that now extends through
the Pacific Hills district.

4. A network to replace
swales now located in the
southerly portion of the city.

5, A drain along 182nd St,

6. A system for the Victor
Precinct and adjacent, areas.
This would be contingent on a
proposed Redondo Beach proj-
ect.

No priority was given eight
other possible projects for
which preliminary plans have
been prepared by the city
engineer's office,

The list will be submitted by
the end of this month to county
_|officials who are gathering data
for a possible flood control
bond issue late next year.

Beau’ry Galore|
Set for Float, i
But Need Help

While some help is stlll
‘uue(led to decorate Torrances’
,(lo.u. in the New Year's Day
Tournament of Roses Parade,
the float will not be lacking in
feminine pulchritude. i |

Mrs, Victor E. Benstead,

committee said work with
flowers would start on Sunday
afternoon and continue until
the afternoon of Tuesday, Dec.
31.

Transportation will be fur-
nished by the sponsoring Tor-
rance Chamber of Commerce.

Meanwhile, Chairman George
A. Bradford announced that
two of the city's prettiest
young ladies will ride the float
in the parade.

Sharon Starns, named “Miss

A total of $3320 has been
collected up to yesterday
toward financing the city’s
float, Chamb ér Manager
Dick Fitzgeraldireported.
One more week remains to
make up the cost of the
float. Fitzgerald urged those
who had not contributed to
drop their donation by the
Torrance Chamber of Com-
merce Office, 1345 El Prado,

Torrance,” nd Sharon Smith,
“Miss Torrance Chamber of
Commerce” will don space
suits and will be riding on a
cloud that will be supporting
a giant rocket ship.

Theme of the Torrance
entry will be “Rocket-Ship to
the Moon,”

Garage Fire
Extinguished

A garage fire at 23156 Doris |
Way Monday apparently was |
caused when Mrs. George C. \
Machado dumped some hot|
ashes in a trash barrel, Tor-
rance firemen reported. .

The fire started in a barre!
of trash and spread thmu;,h
the roof and surrounding
walls, The amount of damage
was undetermined,

At Warren Southwest, 300
Maple Ave., the second fire in
a week made timbers blaze
when a creosote tank was be-
ing installed, Flames wmc
quickly quelled.

|

1s present from the United|

chairman of the decorating|«

| ]

TOUGH DECISION , . & ’l'ryli:g to decide who wlll turn ‘the first shovel of earth at the
groundbreaking ceremonies for the new Broadway-Sears developments on the new Del
Amo Shopping Center here (from the left) are Austin T. Cushman, vice president of
Sears, Roebuck & Co.; Edward W. Cartér, president of the Broadway-Hale stores, and
Jaime Del Amo, prcsldeul of the Del Amo Estate Co.

(llcrnld l‘ho(u)

El Camino Has Free Tuition,
But Costs Each Homeowner $17

This is the third in a series of articles exploring the place of the junior college in
today's educational system, Others will be published in subsequent issues of the Tor-

rance HERALD,
By VONDA CARLTON
Herald Staff Writer
Who says California schools
are free? They're not by a long
shot...the taxpayer continual-
ly breathes life into the insti-
tutions.

Junior colleges are no excep-'

tion, El Camino College costs
lhe average homeowner in Tor-
| rance $17 per year.

The word “free” is correct
only in that is signifies admit-
tance without direct tuition, A
better word to desmbe schools
in this state is “open.”

Any person over the age of
18, or those under 18 with a
high' school diploma, can enter
Jnmm college.

Buildings to nouse the 9600
students now at hl (‘ammo do

Meterettes Hike Parking

Meter Collections Here

Revenues from the city's
600 parking meters have
shown an increase of about
$350 a month since parking
meterettes started patroling
the downtown area in August.

That was the word from
Jerome J, Scharfman, city fi-
nance officer. The meters have
laveraged about $3000 per
month gince the nreterettes
went on duty, compared with
an average of about $2650
per month before they were
hired. Wary motorists appar-
ently have become very con-
scientious about putting thelir
pennies in the meters.

Traffic Control
The meters are used by the

2

Krlly of Torrance primarily as

a traffic control for the con:
gested downtown area, not as

a revenue-producing device.

They are designed to create a

bigger turnover among cars,

enabling shoppers to find

parking places near local busi-
nesseq,

The meters also are de-
signed to encourage downtown
employes to put their cars in
other places than on the
streets.

Each meter averages about
$5 per month, or 20 cents a
day. The average meter is
used, apparently, only about!
four hours per day, However,
in the downtown areas, some
meters are in almost constant
use, while those at the edge
are used only during peak
hours, In fringe areas, people
generally park a half-block
further away to avoid paying.

Meters Installed

Since the city began install
ing meters in 1954, the meters
{have brought in a lmul of
$102,582, The first yi
ceipts were $10447
Jumped to $34, 061 in 1
and increased slightly to $34,-
374 last year. For five months
fo this fiscal year, receipts
have been $14,900, which Indi-
cates & further lncrease,

During the period, $30,186
has been spent for purchase
and installation of new meters
and $11,301 for miscellaneous
collection and maintenance ex-
penses. Salaries of meterettes
have totalled $6186 so far this
year.

Lots Purchased

A lolal of $34,788 has been
spent for. purchase of lots for
parking in the downtown area,
and $3953 has been used for
improvement, of the lots, Two
new city parking lots at El
Prado and Cabrillo recently
were opened,

There still is about $16,000
in the parking meter fund,

of new lots to date has totalled

= only $86.000
f

Purchase of the off-street

0 purkmg lots has been designed

to get cars off the street,
something that is badly needed,
as Christmas shoppers can

tostifyy 0 s

nee expenses and purchase !

not come for free, It took $8,-
000,000 to build the present 91-
acre campus,

And for those who think tax-
wise they've had it . . . what
about the 20,000 expected by
1960? Where will they be
housed? What will they do for
labs? What roof is ‘going to
cover their anxious heads-of-
learning?

A Large Business

One guess, It takes money to
run schools, They are one of
the largest businesses in the
state of California, The only
source of revenug open to
school administrators is taxes.
This must come in addition to
the yearly $190 per student
contributed by the state under
the average daily attendance
program,

Secondary schools estimate
their tax rate will continue to
climb for the rext 10 years.
Since more and more emphasis
is being placed on college edu-
cations, it stahds to reason col-
leges will continue to Tequire
more tax money,

Over and above the $.35 per
$100 assessed valuation basic
opearting tax which junior col-
leges legally can set as a tax
rate, there are two other meth-
ods which can be used to raise

funds.

Pay As You Go

‘One is used'by Los Angeles
City School District, the other
by El Camino, The city district
has voted bonds which are paid
back over a 40 year period. El
Camino Is on a pay-as-you-go
plan,

Forrest G. Murdock, able
president of the local college,
maintains that bonding is just
not gobd business.

“Over a 40 year period, the
interest rate amounts to nearly
as much as the principal” he
declared,

“Why saddle future genera-
tions with a dead horse when
yau can afford to pay for
now?” he asked.

Camino, one of the area's

richest communities has an as-
ssessed valuation of approxi-
mately $576,000,000. Its tax
rate of $.57 has provided as
$8,000,000 campus in nine
years.

Los Angeles City School Dis-
trict supports seven junior col-
leges on a tax rate of slightly
less than $.20.

Other junior colleges do not
fare so well. Mt. San Antonio
district residents fork up near-
ly $.60 to support their school,

One of the biggest rubs in
Junior college financing comes
from cities and communities
which are not in a Jaycee dis-
trict,

Those taxpayers contribute
$.23. The money goes into a
county fund and colleges draw |
$120 per student per year for |
each person attending school |
who lives outside the district,

Currently a rmovement is
under way to make these resi-
dents pay a higher tax, at least
another $.10, and junior col-
leges then+would draw $300
per student from the county
fund,

Such action, school officials
maintain, will start a scurry of
outlying areas banding togeth-
er to form their own districts.

<

An outspoken advocate of |

the free educational system,
President Murdock held out lit-
tle hope for relief from taxes.

Like county and city govern-
ment officials—they all agree
taxes are too high, but where
shall the lopplng off be done?

WRITERS PICK BANKS
AS CLUB PRESIDENT
Ray Banks wad elected
president of the Southwest
Manuscripters at the group’s
meeting Friday night in Clark
Stadium, Hermosa Beach
Other new officers include
Catherine Bolton, program
chairman; Frances Grace, pub-
licity; Vance Price, treasurer;
Florence Hamcher, secrefary;
and Edith Battles, hospitality,

‘| at the corner of Hawthorne

Start P

the

Ground breaking for

Top Officials

roject

new $40,000,000 ‘Del Amo

Shopping Center in Torrance took place Monday with LmL

| dignitaries and officials from the South Bay area part
emonies were Edward

| ing. Heading the cer

Carter,

presi-
| dent of the Broadway-Hale Stores; Austin T, Cushman, vice

president of Sears
and Co. and Jaime Del Amo, |
| president of the Del Amo Es
| tate Co.

‘I Located on the nux'lhuifsk‘

| corner of the intersection of |
Sepulveda Blvd, and Haw- \
thorne Ave., the new Del Amo |
development will oceupy a 70- |
acre site, bordered on the
north and east by Carson and |
Madrona Aves. and providing |
parking space for more than |
6,500 cars. The project will|
represent the most advanced
concepts of regional shopping |
centers, with stores of vmu.llly
every type included, and is ex- |
pected to be one of the largest |
projects of this type, in
America,
Leases Under Way

Coldwell Banker and Co,
sole leasing agents for the|
project, are now drawing up
leases for several of the 50|
men’s, women's and children’ s,
apparel and accessory stores. |
These, along with other spe-|
cialty shops and doctor’s suites, |
will be included in the 180,000
sq. ft. of shop area surround-
ing the mall. The development
will also, include a 56,000 sq.
ft. market, drug store and a
large’ restaurant to he'located

and Carson Aves,
Simple Dexlgn

Classie, simplicity is the de-
sign keynote of the center,
which was planned by the Los
Angeles architectural and en-
gineering firm of Welton Beck-
et, FALA. and Associates. At
one end of the spacious, beau-
tifully landscaped central mall
will be the Broadway Depart-
ment Store with more than
222,000 square feet of mer-
chandising area in a three
story building or natural rose-
red stone. =

At the other end of the mall,
'Sears, Robuck and Co. will oc-
cupy more than 234,000 square
feet of space in a two story
building designed by the Los
Angeles architectural firm of
Stiles and Robert Clements.

The Torrance Sears store
.will contain a full basement,
main floor and penthouse for
| utilities and mechanical equip-
ment, and for an employes’
urant and recreational fa-
es, There will be a total
gross area under roof of 262-
708 square feet, and in addi-
tion to the main store struc-
ture, there' will be a service
station. 20,116 square feet in
area which will accommodate
24 cars for servicing at one
time,

e

More Parking

Besides the enormous park-|
|ing accommodations to be
| made available for the entire!
| Torrance Shopping Center,|
Sears announced that on its
own property there will be
parking for 2000 automobiles,
The Sears unit will be com-
pletely air conditioned and
equipped witn an automatic

Paper Deadline

Roebuck ¥

Advanced I Day |
Due to Holiday

Because of the New Year's
holiday the HERALD dead-
line for the Thursday edi- |
tion will be moved up one
day

The paper will he delivw
ered after 9 am, on Thurss
day morning, since the pap+
ers will not be printed on
New Year's Day, !

Persons wishing to insert |
want ads arve asked to call
hy 5 p.m, Monday and dis
play ads by 2 pan. Monday.
Soclety news items should
be brought in by 10 am.
Monday, while general news
items should arrive hefore
§ p.u. Monday,

store
three

prinkler system. The
will have 12 entrances,
| on each side.

A construction feature of
| the new store is that all of its
four sides are to be given a
Lhmnu;,h -going architectural
| treament. This is permitted
through an ingenious arrange-
ment by which all incoming
and outgoing trucking is to be
handled via-a large ramp lead-
ing directly to the basement
level.

L. C. Dunn and Co., general
contractor for the Broadway
| and also in charge of site de-
velopment, estimates comple-
tion of the Broadway in early
1959, Constryction of the mall
shop building is tentatively
' scheduled to start early in 1958
and ground brfeaking for the
Sears, Roebuck store is ex-
peclcd ]ater 1n the year.

POSTMEN
ENJOY (77)
WHITE YULE

Torrance may not have had
a white Christmas, but its posts
men did,

The local postmen struggled
with-a white avalanche of mail
that was 14 to 31 pers cent
greater than last year's, ac-
cording to Poslmasler Clara
Conner.

During the 10-day period
starting Dec. 14, cancellations
and outgoing mail totalled
1,595,943; incoming letters,
1,985,011; incoming parcels,
54,097; and outgoing parcels,
26,336,

This represented a gain of 15
per cent of outgoing letters;
14 per cent for incoming let
ters; 31 per cent for incoming
parcels; and 21 per cent for
outgoing parcels.

A staff of 200 regu]ar em-
ployes and 100 Christmas help-
ers handled the local mail.

Locally, the rush started in
earnest on Dec. 16, slowed
down on Dec. 23, but-picked
up again on Dec. 24 with the
arrival of a flood of mail, but
the Postmaster said all of it
was delivered for Christmas.:

She said that there were sev-
eral thousands cards with two-
cent stamps which could not
be delivered because the ad-
dresses had moved. Two-cent
letters cannot be forwarded;
threecent letters are for~
warded.

Ditch BaHle

Suit Filed
Name School

Dispute over responsibility
for a drainage ditch which has
been caving in, taking fences
and patios along with it, has
reached the lawsuit stage ‘it
was learned here this week.,

On one side is Burt Lenell,
25, of 4802 Mayor Dr., who lost

ta fence and part of his back

vard to the ditch, designed to
drain the new etementary

, school site adjacent to South
| High School.

On the other is the Torrance
Unified School District, Arrow
Engineering Co., designers of
the ditch; and McAmis & Bake
er Co., contractors on the job.

Lennell, who has complained
to police, the district attorney,
and other officials, filed the
suit in Superior Court after
the ditch started flaking off,
taking his property with it
Other neighbors  have volead
similar complaints

School officials maintain
| completion of the ditch will
end the trouble, but admit
that it 1s inconvenient during
the procesa




