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TIIK "BKi MAMMA" . . . Among the 2000 steamboat pic­ 
tures In the collection of Hicks Thompson, 1005 Sartori 
Avt1 .. Is this shot of the "Big Mamma," which churned 
down the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers for 45 years and is 
now a museum piece. The local man, a former steamboat 
machinist, has many pictures and histories of the mighty 
paddle-wheeled vessels.

Local Man's Hobby Recalls Days 
Of Steamboat Whistles on Rivers

The romantic days of steam 
boat whistles and giant paddle 
wheels churning water, often 
described t>y Mark Twain, live 
still for Hicks Thompson, Tor- 
ranee resident and collector of 
all- kinds of lore about the 
steamboat.

A long-timf machinist on 
the giant steamboats which 
traversed the waters of the 
Ohio V a 11 e y , Thompson lias 
men. than 2000, pictures of 
steamboats of all types, as well 
;i- volumes of literature on 
:!!:' did American institution.

I iisciiialod Ry Steamboats
'I lio:iip.-on. who lives at 1105 

v.novi. Ins bsen fascinated by 
-'c.-in'iioac-- evpr-since his boy- 
l-'inti MI the Monongahela 
Hiv'-r ncup'Pittsiiu rg, Pa. 
'Ihrou.niiout his life, he has 
raqrrlv read all articles he 
could find and gathered pic- 
turc"5 of steamboats, together' 

'will) pictures about them. 
Every time ho sees a new 
steamboat picture somewhere, 
he scuds fnr it.

He has furnished consider­ 
able information about the 
boats for historical dala at 
shippers' meetings. 

Day Passes
He bmuiiix the fad that the 

flay o 1 the ^tciMiiijoafis nearly 
nver. Knxi introduced in 1B11. 
Ilie ,-n;nlv paddle wheelers 
s|)la.ilii'cl their way up and 
down the rivers of the Mid- 
v<M 11mil tlio last few years.

i They now have been replaced 
' almost completely by the die- 
sel-powered vessels, which arc 
much cheaper to operate.

Although steamboats were 
: used widely during World War 

II, because diesel engines were 
1 not available, there arc only a 
handful in operation today.

Diesels, Thompson feels, are 
not nearly as romantic as the 
steamboats.

: His files include many ex­ 
citing real life stories of the 
steamers which chugged their 
way through the pages of Am­ 
erican history, including many 
interviews with the captains 
of the vessels.

"Big Mamma" 
For instance, one of the 

stories involves the "Big Mom­ 
ma." how a river museum at 
Vicksburg, Miss., which for 45 
years towed coal and oil along 
the Ohio and Mississippi Riv­ 
ers. It set a record still un­ 
equalled, pushing 56 coal boats 
 1,750,000 tons from Cairo, 
III., to New Orleans, La. Its 
contents would have filled 
1500 railroad cars.

During its long career, the 
boat had various mishaps  
cutting a showboat in, two, hit­ 
ting a dike and losing 45 coal 
barges which dumped 52,000 
tons of coal into the Missis­ 
sippi, striking a reef and hav­ 
ing her cargo of oil explode, 
and getting caught in a whirl­ 
pool to spin like a top.
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TOMATO SOUP
SUNSHINE STATE FROZEN ^Bt

ORANGE JUICE 2
CONTADINA or QUAIL 4^

TOMATOES 2
JERSEYMAID ^E^

CANNED MILK 2
MINUTE MAID FROZEN PINK ^Efe

LEMONADE 3
9UAIL

TOMATO SAUCE
GRAND TASTE ALL MEAT

FRANKS
JERSEYMAID ASSORTED FLAVORS .

SHERBET
GRAPE JUICE 4
S & F DARK RED JHfc

KIDNEY BEANS 8 
PRUNE JUICE 4
S ft F IRISH ^ ̂ ^

POTATOES 10
TOMATOES -WE,, 2
CHUBBY ^H

GAT FOOD 4
INSTANT COFFEE
TOP FLAVOR STRAWBERRY
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TABLE TOP FROZEN

GRAPE JUICE
ORANGE PEKOE

LIPTON'S TEA
WESTWOOp FROZEN

LEMONADE
JANE ANDERSON'S OVEN
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OLD MANOR

INSTANT COFFEE
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ALL THRIFTIMART MARKETS jdlN IN T

U.S.D.A. ff" A aOVERNMENT INSMCTID

YOUNG HEN IVISCERAT
OYJN-READY

FRESH TURKEY
U.S-D.A. GRADED "CHOICF' or " OOO"  

SWISS STEAK 
RUMP ROAST 
STEWING BEEF
U.S.D.A. Cr«d« Choto* «r Ooo* Full Out, BeiM hi

ROUND STEAK
LEAN TENDER

CUBE STEAKS
POPPY IRAND—OVEN READY

DUCKLINGS
VICTOR 10HOE NOCK COHNIIH

GAME HENS
PRE«H -ILLET

DOVER SOLE

FINEST
SUNKIST

GRAPEFRUIT
IDAHO JONATHAN

APPLES
swin

FRESH CORN
LONG 6RIEN v^M
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