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THE “BIG MAMMA” ., ..

machinist, has many picture:
paddie-wheeled vessels.

Local Man's Hobby Recalls Days
0f Steamboat Whistles on Rivers

The romantic days of steam-

boat whistles and giant paddle
wheels churning water, often
described by Mark Twain, live
still for Hicks Thompson, Tor-
rance resident and collector of
alk kinds of lore about the
steamboat -

A long-timg machinist on
the giant steamboadts which
traversed the waters of the
Ohio Valley, Thompson has
morc than 2000, pictures of
steamboats of all types, as well
1= volumes of literature on

s t old American institution

Iascinated By Steamboats

‘Thompson, who lives at 1105
sartori, has been fascinated by

cambo evertsince his boy-
fiood on the Monongahela
iy caro Pittsburg, Pa.
I'hroughout his life, he has
cagerly read all articles he
could find and gathered pic-
tures of steamboats, together
"with pictures about them.
[ivery time he secs a new
steamboat picture somewhere,
he sends for if.

He has furnished consider-
able information about the
boats for historical data at
chippers’ meetings.

Day Passes

e laments the fact that the
day of the steammboat' is nearly
over, First imtroduced in 1811,
the sturdy paddle wheelers
splashed  their way up and
down the rivers of the Mid-
west until the last few years.
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$ shqwer after shower after shower!

H 1. CHOOSE GAS) 98 out of

3 100 have...because Gas heats

: water three times faster — casily
keeps ahead of washing machines,
dish washers and growing families
(723 costs less, too!

3, CHOOSE QUALITY! One

Vi i
good way wo
tell & quality Gas water heater that won't rust is {-. / wﬂ

here .. of insist on & ten-year warranty when

you order. You may buy on conve:
even arrange credit and financi
phone with your plumber.

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPARY

GAs heats water 3 times faster
.. costs less, too! ‘

TORRANCE HERALD

Among the 2000 steamboat pie-
tures in the collection of Hicks Thompson, 1005 Sartori
Ave., is this shot of the “Big Mamma,”
down the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers for 45 years and is
now a museum piece. The local man, a former steamboat

Only GAS can keep your family as
HOT WATER HAPPY as this

EED A NEW
w:wra HEATER?

OCTOBER 3, 1957
|

which churned

s and histories of the mighty

They now have been replaced |
" almost completely by the die~i
sel-powered vessels, which are
much cheaper to operate.

Although steamboats were'
used widely during World War
II, because diesel engines were
! not available, there are only a
handful in operation today.

Diesels, Thompson feels, are
not nearly as romantic as the
steamboats,

His files include many ‘ex-
citing real life stories of the
steamers which chugged.their

way through the pages of Am- |’

erican history, including many
interviews with the captains
of the vessels, |

“Big Mamma” |

For instance, one of the |
stories involves the “Big Mom- |
ma,” now a river museum at
Vicksburg, Miss., which for 45
years towed coal and oil along
the Ohio and Mississippi Riv-
ers. It set a record still un-
equalled, pushing 56 coal boats
—1,750,000 tons—from Cairo,
I, to New Orleans, La. Its
contents would have filled |
1500 railroad cars.

During its long career, the |
boat had various mishaps—
cutting a showboat in two, hit-
ting a dike and losing 45 ccal
barges which dumped 52, 000,
tons of coal into the Missis-
sippi, striking a reef and hav-
‘ing her cargo of oil explode,
and getting caught in a whirl-
pool to spin like a top.

2. CHOOSE THE RIGHT
SIZEI Too small a heater gets over:
worked ~ doesa't last as long nos
serve you as well, Your plumber's
spproved sizing chart shows the
proper size heater for your family

to look for the Verified Long Life Seal shown |
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ing over the

VERY DAYa SPECIAL DAY at 7%

.. EVERY DAY a SPECIAL DAY at /faftimasf . .

'LEMONADE

EVERY DAY a SPECIAL DAY at Zhzcftinaf. ..

mazf.. EVERY DAY a SPECIAL DAY at Zhzcftinarf ..

CAMPBELL'S

TOMATO SOUP

SUNSHINE STATE FROZEN

ORANGE JUICE

CONTADINA or QUAIL

TOMATOES

JERSEYMAID

CANNED MILK

MINUTE MAID FROZEN PINK

104-OZ.
TIN

6-OZ.
TINS

2
2

No. 2}
TINS

TALL
TINS

-6-0Z. -
TINS

8-0Z.

TOMATO SAUCE

GRAND TASTE ALL MEAT

FRANKS

JERSEYMAID ASSORTED FLAVORS

SHERBET
GRAPE JUICE

KIDNEY BEANS
PRUNE JUICE

LB.
PT.
CTN.

24.0Z.
BTLS.

No. 303
TINS

24.0Z.
BTLS.

POTATOES
TO MATOES seveo o “rins
CAT FOOD o

6-0Z.
JAR

INSTANT COFFEE

TOP FLAVOR STRAWBERRY

PRESERVES

TABLE TOP FROZEN

GRAPE JUICE

ORANGE PEKOE

LIPTON'S TEA

WESTWOOD FROZEN

LEMONADE

JANE ANDERSON'S OVEN

BAKED BEANS

FOR SALADS

WESSON OIL

JERSEYMAID—SQUARE CTN.

ICE GREAM

FLAVOR DE LUXE

GREEN PEAS

OLD MANOR

INSTANT COFFEE

4-LB.
JAR

6-0Z,
TINS

48-CT.
BAG

6-0Z.
TINS

16-0Z,
P.KG.‘
BTL.

PT.
CTNS.

No. 303
TINS

CELLO.

TIN

U.SD.A. GRADED "CHOICE" or "GOOD"

SWISS STEAK’ |
RUMP ROAST. s
STEWING BEEF

ROUND STEAK™ ™™ 63+ | Roi
CUBE STEAKS ~ 89% | Sik
DUCKLINGS ™~ <= 414 | §ii

DOVER SOLE 59

L7/ FINE

SUNKIST

GRAPEFRUIT

IDAHO JONA'I‘NAN

APPLES
FRESH CORN

HAl

LONG GREEN

GUGUMBERS

13
deKomps \ qmon ¢
coconur ®

CAN}:

3
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L SPECIALS for THURS., FRI, SAT,
LISTEN TO KMPC FOR OUR D

We Reserve the Right to Limit Quantities




