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New State Law Requirés | dentify

By CHARLES E. CHAPEL
Member of the Assembly
On Jan. 24, 1957, 1 intro-
duced Assembly Bill No. 3472,
an act to amend Section 5005
of the Elections Code, relating
to character attacks on candi-

17, 1957, the bill was amended
in the Assembly to. make it
stronger. The bill passed both
houses with very little opposi-
tion and was signed by the
governor on July 4. It is now
known as Chapter 1425.

The purpose of the law is
to slow up people who cannot
present a good' case for elec-
tion of their own candidate but
rely for success at the polls
on attacking the character of
the opposition candidate. The
new law reads as follows:

“An act to amend Section
5005 of, and to add Section
5005.5 to, the Elections Code,
relating to character attacks
on candidates for public of-
fice.

“The people of the State of
California do enact as follows:
Section 1: Section 5005 of the
Elections Code is amended to
read: )

5005. Every person is guilty
of misdemeanor who writes or
causes to be written, pnnted
posted, or distributed, any cir-
cular, pamphlet, letter or post-
er which is designed to injure
or defeat any candidate .for
nomination or election to any
public office by reflecting
upon his personal character or
political action, unless there
appears up the  circular,
pamphlet, letter, or poster, in
a conspicuous place, the name
and address of the printer, and
either:

“(a) The name and address

of the chairman and secretary

or the names and addresses of
two officers at least of the po-
litieal or other organization is-
suing it.

“(b) 'The name‘ and resi
dence, with street and num-
ber thereof, if any, of some
voter of this State, who is
responsible thereof,

“Sec. 2. Section 5005.5 1s
added to said code, to read:

5005.5 Any circular, pamph-
let, letter, or poster issued or
distributed in violation of
Section 5005 of this code is
conclusively presumed not to
be a privileged communication
within the meaning of Section
47 of the Civil Code.”

o e e

The Legislative Counsel of
the State of California, in his
opinion dated June 7 1957,
said in part:

“The new Sechon 5005.5
which would be added to the
code by. the bill would  pro-
vide that campaign literature
issued in violation of Section
5005 is not privileged under

LOCAL MAN
PROMOTED

Robert W. Van der Meid,
2527 Lofty View Dr,, has been
appointed staff manager for
the Prudential Insurance Co.
in the Downtown Long Beach
district agency, it was an-
nounced yesterday by George
A, Miller, manager.

Van der Meid was born in
Livonia, N. Y., and attended
public schools there, During
World War II he served with
the U. S. Army in the Euro-
pean theater

He is a member of the Long
Beach Life Underwriters Assn.,
a former treasurer for the
Torrance PTA, and a Master
Mason. Mr. and Mrs, Van der
Meid have two children, Lynne
Del, 7, and Robert, 5.

“0f Authors on Polifical Smears

Section 47 of the Civil Code.
The later section sets forth the
communications which are
privileged under the libel laws
of this State, and has been
consttued to permit fair criti-

| cism of a candidate for public
dates for public office. On May |

office, thus to. provide a de-
fense in a libel suit to the per-
son publishing it (Harris v.
Curtis Publishing Co. (1942),
49 Cal. App. 2d 340; Eva v.
Smith, 1928), 89 Cal. App.
324). Under this new section
persons who issue defamatory
literature against candidates,
without complying with Sec-
tion 5005 could no longer
claim, as a defense to a libel
suit against them by the can-
didate, that such statemenls
were privileged.”

On June 19, in an opinion
submitted to the Governor, the
Legislative ‘Counsel “again re-
viewed the bill, which had
passed both the Assembly and
the Senate, confirmed the pre-
vious opinion and stated that
the bill was constitutional. As
said before, the Governor
signed it on July 4. It becomes
a law.on Sept. 12, 1957,

o s

The new law applies to all
candidates for nomination or
election to public office, wheth-
er he or she be a candidate for
school board, city council,
county board of supervisors,
the Legislature, Congress, Gov-
ernor, President of the United
States, or any other public
office.

The new law does not pre-
vent people from writing,
printing, posting, or distribut-
ing attacks on the personal
character or political action of
a candidate, hence it is not a
“gag” law, a restriction
on freedom of the press, or a
form of censorship. It merely
provides for fixing responsibi-
lity and liability on those who
issue such attacks.

If they want to launch a
“smear” campaign, then they
must give their names and ad-
dresses and the name and ad-
dress of the printer, thereby
giving the person attacked the
opportunity to take the attack-
ers into court. If they do not
give such information then in
a court action they cannot de-
fend themselves on the ground
that what they said was fair
comment.

o 0.

‘The new law is by no means
a final and complete solution
of the smear sheet problem
because a candidate who is
unfairly attacked in a smear
sheet distributed shortly be-
fore an election does not have
time to take his attackers into
court before the ballots are
counted.

Although he may win a
libel action, he can lose an
election if the readers of the
smear sheet are foolish enough
to believe last-minute attacks.
Fortunately, most - California
voters are suspicious of candi-
dates who fail to present their
own cases but rely upon attack-
ing their opponents a few
days before a nelection.

If you have any questions or
suggestions about this or any
other election, please write to
me at Post Office Box 777,
Inglewood 5, Calif,

TRIPLE POWER

In the modern lighthouse,
the equipment which supplies
the power for the big lamps
is installed in triplicate now
as an extra insurance against
possible power failures.

OLD COPY

Oldest known manuscript of
the Bible, a fourth century
copy, it is belleved, was found
at Mt. Sinai,

R

* Kk kK

R e o
*
i YOUR RESPONSIBILITY
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tation and the professional skill you demand.
* /
* you have leamed to expect,

|
*
STONE s MYERS

*
* 1221 Engracia Ave.
- FA 81212

Where would you turn, should the necessity arise?

Your responsibility is fo know which funaral di-
rector in your community has the facilities, the repu-

We provide the high standards of service . which

Three instructors of English
will join the faculty of El Ca-
mino college when classes
open on Sept. 16, Dr. William
H. Harless, director of instruc-
tion, announced today.

Newcomers to the faculty
this fall will bring the total of
fulltime instructors on the
campus to 200,

Rejoining the humanities de-
partment this fall following
leaves of absence will be Mrs.
Eva Roitsch and Miss Beatrice
Beattie, both of whom are for-
eign language instructors.
Both travelled extensively dur-
ing: their leaves. Still on leave
from the humanities division,
which is under the administra-
tion of Harry L. Ruby, is Mrs.
Camellie Weigel.

Travers Named

Seymour Travers, who joined
the El Camino faculty last year

as a foreign language instruct-
or substituting for, Miss Beat-
tie, will transfer to a straight
English program this year,
Ruby indicated.

The three additions to the
division are Clarence E. Brown,
Jr. from Santa Rosa, Edward
K. Kaufman of Los Angeles,
and Miss Marvyl Doyle of
Playa del Rey.

Miss Doyle, a native of Clear
Lake, Iowa, received her bach-
elor of arts degree in English
from Drake University, com-
pleting work for the master of
arts in American literature at
the University of Southern
California. She has taught at
Southside Junior High School,
Northeast High School, and St.
Petersburg Junior College, all
in St. Petersburg, Fla,

Taught in Towa
Miss Doyle also taught in

the schools of Runnells, Towa,
and served as a WAC in the
United States Army Air Forces.
A native of Chicago, Brown
is married and has taught at
Arlington Heights, 111, in the
Chicago Public Schools, at
Wright Junior College in Chi-
cago, at Michigan State Uni-
versity, and at San Francisco
State College.
v A student at Northwestern
and Michigan ‘State Universi-
ties, the new instructor also
completed work as Chicago
Teachers College, where he re-
ceived his BE degree in Eng-
lish, and at Loyola University
in Chicago where he-complet-
ed his master’s in English,
Completing the English
staff .will be Kauifman, a native
of Atlantic City, N. J,, and
more recently a Los Angeles
resident.

Three New English Teachers Added to El Camino Faculty -

A former teacher of Univer-
sity High School, Los Angeles,
the University of California at
Los Angeles, and Mira Costa
High School, Kaufman gradu-
ated from UCLA, where he
gained both his bachelor and
madster of arts degrees in Eng-
lish. He has also completed
work at the University of
Southern California.

ALASKA COLLEGE |
Alaska Agricultural College
and School of Mines was
opened in 1922 and later be-
came the University of Alaska,
the last of the 69 land-grant
colleges to be established by
the U, S.
SCHOOL BUSES
School buses are in such
growing use they account to-

day for about 10 per cent of
the total bus output in the U.S.
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FLOWERING

BLUEBIRDS

TOUR LENNOX STATION

Mrs. Raymond Gagne’s Flow-
ering Bluebirds of North Tor-
rance recently visited the Len-
nox Sheriff’s sub-station, to
give the youngsters an idea of
how law and order are en-
forced.

Sergeant William Fairchild,
a veteran officer, took .time
out from the grim task of up-
holding the law to show the
girls around and explain the
mysteries of law enforcement.

They knew a thing or two
about a sheriff's job, all the
girls being TV devotees, but
what they saw and heard at
the Lennox station made them
all a bit wide-eyed. Especially
when they inspected the de-
tention quarters, and saw the

Springfield

PEAS

/303 GAN

10

MARVELUS
20-0z. Jar

“tank” where delinquent ju-

veniles are held. Also, the jr
tricate radio communicatighs
and the guns,

Sergeant Fairchild was' jrr
pressed by the earnestness an
solemnity with which the girl
went about their inspee@ox
tour. He said they showe:
keen attention to detail.

Accompanying Mrs. G
who is an outstanding Bluel
leader in North Torrance, wdr
Mrs. Samuel Freedman, an
Mrs. Henry Karaszewski.

The girls, all about  sevel
years old, are Linda Karas
zewski, Virginia Gagne, Kare!
Karaszewski, Nancy Fréedman
Vicki Weiss, Lana Turnet
Karen Kern, and Wendy Lof{
land

HOLOWAY HOUSE-14 ox,

7-0Z.
- PKG.
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SNOWDRIFT
NALLYS—15 Oz,

BEEF STEW

SUNBRITE—Reg,

OI.EMISER

SWIFTNING

TREND LIQUID-12 oz,

DETERGENT

Pint

WESSON OIL

RANCHO-—10%2-0z. Can

19’
108
38"

3:26¢
89"
256
36*

Can of 10

BISCUITS

Puffin—Ready-to-Bake

frozen

/'oodc

STUFFED PEPPERS

ROSE ROYAL—9-inch

CHEESE PIES

1. LOWER PRICES

e R

3. LARGER SELECTION

1321 POST AVENUE, TORRANCE

109 S. HAWTHORNE BLVD,,

310 E. Manchester, L,A\~12021 W. Washingten, Culver city

IM‘ §. Sepulveda, L.A.—2412 Pico Blvd,, Santa Monica~2709 E. Main, Ventura

10040 Rosecrans Avenue, Bellflower
MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY — AUGUST 19-20-21

HAWTHORNE

4. BETTER QUALITY

2. FRIENDLY SERVICE

5.EASY TO FIND ITEMS
6. MORE CONVENIENCE

Woooeury sone 3 ¢ 31°

3

i

Wooosury soap 2§ 31°/

| GOLDEN CREME-—Pint

SHERBET

RAVIOLIS

| MOTHER'S MARBLE-9% oz, pkg.

STAR COOKIES

L.X.L,—40 oz, can

15
39°
49



