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Five Suspects in Drive-ln Stabbing Death Released
Sheriff Joins Hunt 
For Youth's Slayer

Five men held in connection with the fatal stabbing 
of a 17-year-old youth at a drive-in theater Wednesday 
night were released Friday by police and sheriff's deputies 
handling the case because of lack of evidence against them.

John Emmett Edwards, 243 E. 137th St., died within 
minutes after he was stabbcc

(Herald Photo)
MURDER VICTIM . . . John Emmett Edwards, 17-year-old 
Hawthorne boy, was,stabbed fatally in the rest room of 
a local drive-in theater Wednesday night. Torrance police 
md. sheriff's deputies still are investigating after releasing 

'live suspects in tqapjUyh»y>-«if>. .  '

at during a tiff in the men's 
rest room at the Roadium 
Drive-In theater, 2500 Re 
dondo Beach Blvd.

An llth grader at Leuzinger 
High School, the lad was 
stahbed in the chest with t 
narrow blade sharp instru 
ment.

Sheriffs Assist
 Because many of the per 

sons present at the movie were 
from a widely scattered area 
Acting Police Chief Percy Ben- 
nett called 'for assistance from 
sheriff's deputies. Heading the 
field investigation is Sgt. Jim 
Walke of the Sheriff's homi­ 
cide detail.

Mrs. Hazel Lizon, 20, Man 
hattan Beach, who was using a 
phone near the entrance to .the 
rest room said she saw four 
men accost a boy, who was 
knocked down by one of them, 
The quartet than went jnto the 
rest room and she heard 
sounds of struggle and argu­ 
ment.

A, few minutes later, she re­ 
ported, she saw the boy stag­ 
ger "from the rest room and

. . (Herald Photo]

SLAIN ROY'S PARENTS . . . Marvln Edwards comforts his wife after the fatal stabbing 
of their son, John, at a Torrance drive-In theater. They Identified the body 'at the 
County Morgue.

Area Leaders Will Ask for Freeway Cash

Rivets Reports
It was 85 yesterday and 

It'll probably be about the 
tame today, according to 
the HERALD 
wealherd o g, 
Rivets, as he 
made plans 
to go to the 
beach. "Sun­ 
ny and con­ 
tinued warm" 
ii the official

and HOT
mperaliiri's this week 

Included Thursday (81-83); 
Friday (85.64); and Saturday 
(85-63).

A delegation of South Bay 
civic leaders, including several 
from Torrance, are planning 
to make a united appeal for 
funds for completion of the 
Harbor Freeway between 
124th and 190th Sts. before 
the State Highway Commission 
in Sacramento, Thursday,

At least 15 of the 50 persons 
who attended the session call­ 
ed by Supervisor Kenneth 
Hahn indicated they would at­ 
tend a special budget hearing.

• They will ask the money for 
completion of the freeway sec- 
lion he included in the budget 
for the next fiscal year. 

K. T. Telford, assistant dis-
J trict highway engineer, said

he would recommend inclu­ 
sion of the funds. He confirm­ 
ed that final engineering plans 
for the section have been com­ 
pleted and that the necessary 
right-of-way has been acquired. 

Besides Torrance, the Los 
Angeles session was attended 
by officials from Gardena, Pal- 
os Verdes, Redondo, Hermosa, 
Manhattan, Inglewood, Carson, 
and Los Angeles.

The officials have been seek­ 
ing the additional freeway to 
help traffic congestion be­ 
tween the South Ray and lx>s 
Angeles. The freeway now is 
complete to 02nd St., and work 
is progressing as far as 124th 
St.

she asked him, "Why don't you 
turn them in?" Without reply 
ing, he fell to the pavement. 
He was' dead when help ar 
rived.

Men Arguing
Leon Hyatt, 18, Manhattan 

Beach, lold officers he saw 
two pairs of men arguing in 
the rest room about the time 
of the stabbing.

Five men in a car at the the­ 
ater were picked up and ques­ 
tioned intensively for 24 hours, 
The witnesses reported that 
two of the five resembled per­ 
sons seen around the scene, but 
definite identification could

Held for investigation, but 
released, were Johnny Wash­ 
ington, 21; Phillip Rucker, 25, 
and Robert P. Richards, 29, 
all of Los Angeles; and Benny 
C. Meyers, 27, and James C 
Rucker, both of Willowbrook. 
All were Negroes.

Teen-Age Movies
Young Edwards had gone to 

the restroom during the inter­ 
mission of the showing of 
"Rock All Night" and 'IDrag 
Strip Girl." He was attending 
the movie with his girl friend, 
Frances demons, 16; her 
brother, Leo demons, both of 
Lawndale, and Frances Hill, 
20, Redondo Beach.

Officers searched cars leav- 
ng the theater after the slay­ 
ing and confiscated a half 
dozen knives, screw drivers, 
and similar instruments, but 
none of these could be identi­ 
fied as the murder weapon.

Police and an ambulance 
were summoned to the scene 
jy Einar Petersen of 7055 
Eastendale Ave., Long Beach, 
assistant manager of the 
theater.

Parents Stricken
The slain boy was the son 

and stepson of Mr. and Mrs. 
Harvin Edwards of the Haw- 
horne address. He was born 
Fohn Edward Tabeau, but took 
«'s stepfather's name.

The grief stricken parents 
dentified the body at Harbor 
General Hospital, where the 
ad was pronounced dead on 
arrival. The body was re­ 
moved to the county morgue.

Police issued an appeal'for 
witnesses of the fatal fight to 
contact police. They said they 
were particularly anxious for 
he help of the young man 

who was beset outside (he 
restroom before the Edwards 
'outh was slain.

Armstrong divert 
Top Chance lor 
Local Judgeshlp

Donald R. Armstrong, nf 
the Torrance law firm of 
Armstrong, Mewborn and 
Hitchcock appeared yester­ 
day to be slated for appoint­ 
ment to the judgeship of the 
new Torrance branch of the 
South Ray Municipal Court.

Armstrong could not be 
reached yesterday at his of­ 
fice or his home In Pains 
Verdes (o confirm a rumor 
that Governor Gnodwln J. 
Knight had already made 
his decision.

Amstrong, highly regard­ 
ed as a lawyer and civic 
leader in this area, is a life­ 
long Republican and active­ 
ly supported the governor at 
the time of his election.

Among many other activi­ 
ties the Torrance lawyer is 
a member nf the Torrance 
Chamber of Commerce, the 
Torrance Rotary Club, and 
was formerly city attorney 
for Torrance and Palos Ver­ 
des Estates.

Teenager, Companion 
Held After Police Raid

A 21-year-old Torrance man has been bound over to Superior Court for a hearing 
and his 15-year-old companion has been lodged in Juvenile Hall after Torrance police 
raided a home here, apprehending the pair and confiscating three capsules of heroin and 
one-half can of marijuana.

In the raid, led by Lt. D. C. Cook of the Police Juvenile Department, Joe Walker,
| of 22514 Gaycrest Ave., and 
his 15-year-old companion were 
caught in the bathroom of a 
home at 1503 Crenshaw Blvd. 
Bert Cohb, resident of the ad-

CLEAN-UP OF FORMER 
HOG RANCH ORDERED

Operators of a former hog, bage transfer point after the 
ranch at Madrona Ave. and I sw '"<> were removed two
Spencer St. have 'agreed to m "nlns a S°-.,,,.., Pannell said lh<clean up the location by Nov. 
6, according to City Prosecu­ 
tor Robert Pannell.

He said Francis P. Foley 
made the stipulation as the re­ 
sult of criminal and civil court 
complaints filed by the city.

The complaints resulted 
from use of the site as a gar-

e City Coun­ 
cil agreed to the deadline 
since it was doubted if the 
court actions would result in 
improvement of the situation 
before that lime.

The property is used as a 
transfer point for garbage 
from about 200,000 homes, 
Pannell stated.

Two Commissioners Quit 
In Recreation Dispute

acreages as follows:

acres; 178th and Western, lOjjngs bee;

acres (major park); 186th and j stars this summer. He ex- ecl lne investigation and raid

new faces on the Torrance 
Recreation Commission as the
result of three resignations*-'tfpres; 180th and Crenshaw, 25 j basebal 
two of them protesting lh« 
Council's handling of park 
planning in connection with 
the upcoming $3,000,000 rec­ 
reation bond issue.

Chairman Hernia Tillim and 
J. H. Paget handed in their

Commission Vico said he
At 166th and Arlington, B had missed the last two meet-

ecause he is playing I Officer. Jack Hahn. A, 
II for the Hollywood (H" P^rcy Bpnnctt s"

dress, was not held. 
  Lieutenant Cook said he and 
other officers had the house 
under observation when the 
two suspects entered. A few 
minutes after the pair enter­ 
ed the Crenshaw Blvd. house, 
police broke in, trapping the 
suspects in the bathroom. Ar­ 
resting officers reported tnat 
the two were apparently pre­ 
paring to get a "fix" with the 
heroj.n. The paraphernalia nor­ 
mally, associated with dope us­ 
ers was confiscated.

Walker was arraigned in 
South Bay Municipal Court 
and held to answer felony nar­ 
cotics charges in Long Beach 
Superior Court. The juvenile 
is being handled by authori­ 
ties in Los Angeles.

Assisting Cook on the raid 
were Sgt. Mickey Fischer and 

Acting 
pervis-

Prairie, 5 acres; Civic Center, 
15 acres (major park): Victor 
Tract, 5 acres; Border and 
Plaza del Amo, 5 acres; 231st 
and Arlington, 6 acres; Wal- 
teria Lake area, 42 acres

rcsignalions at a Wednesday [(major park); south end of
night meeting of the commis-: Madison St., 13 acres.
sion, indicating their ire over Several sites tentatively j fal meetithe "by-passing" of the Rec-! recommended by the Rcc-j town on llcr vacation.

pressed regret at the two res­ 
ignations and hoped that it 
would not hamper the effec­ 
tiveness of the Recreation 
Commission.

On Vacation
Mrs. Bosewll has missed sev­ 

eral meetings while out of

Carl Dean Hurt 
In Plant Mishap

Reported satisfactory at Tor­ 
rance Memorial Hospital yes-
erday, was Carl L. Dean, 2664 

Torrance Blvd., a National Sup-
)ly Co. employe who was se­ 
riously injured in an industrial 
accident Thursday morning. 

Dean, an employe of the
irm's heat treat department, 

received multiple compound 
fractures of his right leg at the 
plant when a car loader used
n his department tipped over 

crushing the leg.
He was rushed to Torrance 

Memorial Hospital where he
inderwent surgery for repair 

of the damaged leg. In addi-
ion to the fractures, he suf-
ercd exhaust burns and cuts 

along the limb.

reation Commission in setting 
up an election to provide cash 
'or a system of parks and 
playgrounds for the city. Com­ 
missioner Herbert Albright, 
contacted by The HKRALD, 
said he also would resign soon, 
>ut because he was moving 
rom the city.

Three Will Stay
Three other commissioners 

 Lawrence Gitschier, George 
Vico, and Robert. Cramer  
old The HERALD that they 
tad no plans to resign, while 

the other member of the com­ 
mission, Mrs. Mary Lee Bos- 
well, was on vacation and 
could not be contacted.

Although Mrs. Tillim and 
Paget blasted the council's 
handling of the recreation 
issue., they indicated they both 
favored the upcoming bond 
issue. Mrs. Tillim was vocal in 
her support of a $5,000,000 
issue for parks.

"To he on the commission 
and not .do any good is a I

reation Commission were | Recreation Director Harry
dropped, while several others 
were added. Only Iwo of the 
10 sites in a tentative Recre­

Van Bcllchem said he was sor­ 
ry to lose two good members

Thieves Hit 
New School

New Narbonne High School, 
scheduled lo open in Septem­ 
ber, was burglarized of more 
than $1000 in equipment 
Thursday night.

Isaiah Crawford, of 14106

ation Commission report were that their resignation would
of the commission and hoped j S. Central Ave., Compton,

among those in the final Coun-

Plans Changed
Mrs. Tillim claimed that the 

council had changed lhe plans

not set the-program back.
Paget has been a member of 

the. commission since 1953, 
while Mrs. Tillim joined the 
group a year later. She is now

of the Recreation Commission ! in her second term as chair- 
radically and that 'she had 
tried to arrange meetings with 
the Council to discuss the situ­ 
ation, but they had taken no 
action. The council's ignoring 
the Recreation Commision had 
affected morale of the group 
to the point where there was 
no quorum at the last two 
meetings, she charged.

"I'm in favor of anything lo 
improve recreation," the for­ 
mer chairman declared, in re­ 
iterating her support of the 
present issue.

Good Report
Commissioner Gitschier said

caretaker, said thieves entered 
by breaking a side window in 
the storage room.

Taken from the school, lo­ 
cated at 24300 S. Western 
Ave., was a mimeograph ma- 
:hine, calculating machine,
and a typewriter.

waste of time," Paget dc- he believed the Gold Report 
clared. "We were in disagree- \ was a good report "which 
ment over where to put parks i helped us a lot" in drawing up 
and how to acquire them." 

What's the Use?
Mrs. Tillim. concurred with 

Pagct, declaring, "What's the 
use of making plans? We hire

ation and then the council de­ 
cides they're experts and do it 
their way."

She referred to the Gold 
Report, which was drawn up 
by Robert L. Gold, who was 
hired by the city to make a 
master recreation plan for the 
city. The Recreation Commis­ 
sion had studied this report, 
making some change's in a 
tentative recommendation, but 
had made no final recom­ 
mendation at the time the 
Council acted to put the bond 
issue on' the Oct. 20 ballot.

In its plans for the recre­ 
ation bond issue, lhe Council

a recreation plan. He deplored 
the lack of a quorum at the

,
iet a $3 million figure to he ! clared. 
used for acquisition of 10 new

last two meetings, but he was 
present at. both, he said.

Commissioner Cramer 
thought that the Goold Report 
had furnished the basis for 
the recreation plans finally 
drawn up. He said he thought 
that the $3.000,000 on the pro 
posed bond issue would 
enough to get the necessary 
sites and to develop existing 
park sites, but more money 
would be needed for complete 
development of the jiew sites. 
He said the land for new sites 
should be obtained at once, 
before prices go up. 

Settle for Part
"If we can't get all of the 

things we wanted, we might as 
well get part of them," he de-

sites totaling 132 acres.
He had missed the last two 

meetings, ,once because of a
.Sites Picked j confusion of dales and once 

In so doing, the Council ap-1 because his wife was ill, he 
proved sites for purchase and' said.

(II«r«ld Photo)
CAR MOVES IMMOVARLR OBJKCT ... A woman was 
critically Injured when her car struck Ibis railroad abut­ 
ment on Torrance Blvd. between Cabrlllo and Western 
Ave»., late yesterday afternoon. The front end of the car 
wan smashed flat. The woman, about 30, could not be 
Immediately Identified, although the car was registered to 
David Murphy, 422 W. 108th St., Lot Angelei.


