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Mountain Plane Crash Hurts Two
Hold-Up Suspect 
In Court Today

1 Harbor Division police expressed skepticism over the 
ftory of a former convict who claims that he was forced 
to participate in a March 29 service station robbery which 
was followed by a traffic accident, the beating of a woman, 

and the theft of her car.
Ralph R. Price, 27, Gardena, 

will receive a preliminary 
hearing in San Pedro Munici­ 
pal Court, Division 31, today 
on charges in connection with 
his alleged part in the crimes.

Turns Self In
Price turned himself in to 

the police Saturday, claiming

Don W. Lasell 
Named Manager 
Of Steel Firm

Don W. Lasell, 49, formerly 
assistant general superintend­ 
ent of the Fairfield Tin Mill of 
U. S. Steel's Tennessee Coal & 
Iron Division, has been ap­ 
pointed general superintendent 
of the Torrance Works of U. S. 
Steel's Columbia-Geneva Steel 
Division, it was announced to-

/day by D. E. Rice, Columbia-
t Geneva general manager of op- J ^,^ M, 

erations.

that he was forced'to take part 
in the robbery of a service sta 
tion at 22540 Western Ave., 
where two men demanded that 
attendant Bill Grondahl, 20, 
hand over the payroll money. 
When he resisted, they hit him 
on the head with a gun and 
fled with his wallet.

They hopped Into a car, 
which police said belonged to 
Price, but were involved in a

Lasell succeeds C. C. Mor­ 
gan, recently named general 
superintendent of the Pittsburg 
Works of Columbia-Geneva.

A native of Lodi, Calif., he 
received his elementary and 
high school education there. 
He holds an A. B. degree in 
mechanical engineering from 
Stanford, 1031i

Lasell joined U. S. Steel at 
Pittsburg Works in 1933. He 
was named industrial engineer 
In 1935, later becoming assist­ 
ant superintendent of the sheet 
mill. From July, 1945, to Jan­ 
uary, 1946, he was superin­ 
tendent of the sheet mill at 
Torrance Works. He returned 
to Pittsburg Works as superin­ 
tendent of the sheet mill. From 
1949 to 1955 he was superin­ 
tendent of the cold reduction 
department at Pittsburg. On 
July 31, 1955, he was trans­ 
ferred to the Fairfield Tin Mill 
as assistant general superin­ 
tendent.

three children.

Electric Motor Token

shed at the California Trends, 
Inc., 25100 Ebony Lane, Lo­ 
mita, taking a $10 electric 
motor, Ruth Campbell told 
sheriff's deputies Tuesday. The 
thieves pried off the lock.

Buena Park, was critically in­ 
jured. They fled on foot and 
stole the car of Mrs. Mazola 
Lewis, 1308 W. 218th St., after 
beating her.

fiave A Ride 
Price claims that he gave 

the two robbers a ride,, think­ 
ing they were out of gas. They

ed him to accompany them, he 
said, releasing him after tak­ 
ing Mrs. Lewis' car.

After hiding in a nearby ga­ 
rage, Price told police he went 
tp Salt I.ake City, where his

and give himself up.
Price has a previous record 

of similar offenses, police said.
The victim of the crash, Mrs. 

Sinatra, is still unconscious as 
a result of her injuries.

Police still are seeking the 
other suspects in the case.

Worker Injured When 
Building Beam Falls

Possible serious injuries 
were suffered here Tuesday 
by Edward Poore, 36, of 3522 
W. 229th PI., when he was 
struck on the head by a falling

on a construction project at 
18907 Yukon Ave.

He was taken to a private 
physician for treatment, ac-
cording to Torrance p

WHERE'S LUCKY? . . . That's what the children of Mrs. 
Mabel Wells, 2718 W. 185th St., would like to know. The 
dogcatcher picked up their dog and, through a mlx-up, 
was sold before he could be redeemed. Now the new owner

CITY OKAYS Post Office 
SEWERS FOR Awaits Word
RIVIERANS

A sewer district for some 
700 homes in the lower Holly 
wood Riviera area received the 
approval of the Torrance City 
'ouncil Tuesday night.
Only one protest was lodget 

at the public hearing (or the 
area bounded roughly by Pa 
cific Coast Hwy., Via Los Altos, 
Calle Mayor, and Camino de 
as Colinas and Via Monte 

D'Oro.
The Council made plans to 

receive bids for the work on 
May 14, and hopes for comple- 
ion by the end of the year.

Petitions now are being cir­ 
culated for formation of a 
similar sewer district In the 
iiiiihlli' Hiviera section.

mi,If IIP I'EADKHS IIONQKKI) . . . Local community leaders congr4lulute Jay Albert Rubius 
n Incoming chairman of the Harbor Area Welfare Federation llounl ul installation »< uvi'Mii>>h * »nii tiiwii ,M in*: 114111,1,1 ;urN niiiuie rtuti iiium iiotuu ill insittiiuiiun rere- 

monieb. Don Davidsun, president of the (ianleiu Cliamlici of Commerce; lion Mansfield, 
a«il«fant city manager of Torrunce; KobliiMin; Mayor Thomas Wire, of (iaidena; and Mis. 
Donild Aroutrong of 1'aloi Verdei, a member of the board.

On Service
Although Congress Tuesday 

passed a bill allocating addi 
tional funds for the Post Of­ 
fice, Torrance Postmaster 
Clara E. Conner said late yes­ 
terday she had received no in­ 
structions to resume the nor­ 
mal schedule.

Mail cutbacks were put into 
effect last Saturday after Post­ 
master General Arthur Sum­ 
merfield had failed to get a 
$47,000,000 appropriation for 
operating the 1'ost Office until 
July 1. Congress Tuesday vot 
ed $41,000,000 of the total re­ 
quested,- and President Elsen­ 
hower signed the bill.

Summerfield announced 
that mail deliveries would re­ 
turn to normal, except that 
business deliveries would be 
confined to two per day, in 
stead of three or four, as In 
the past. The Post Office will 
be kept on a 8'-i-hour day, he 
indicated.

Post Offices will reopen on 
laturday, Summerfield Indlcat- 
d, and plans for suspending 

third class mail service and 
nail of money orders were 

cancelled.
Mrs. Conner Indicated that 

she would act to restore the 
jostal service as soon as she 
  e c e i v e s instructions from 
Washington.

Torrance Youth Hold
A Torrance youth was one

f l.'l persons arrested on sus-
licion of possession or sale of
aicolics. ('apt. Kenneth Irv-

ng. head of tin- .sheriff's nar-
ities detail said.
Donald II Mcl.cod, l!l, 4727

I'een Meadows Ave , was one
a (jump which will he

(infill In-fore the uniiul jury
i' possible indii tmeiil, living
id.

Two Seriously 
Hurt in Blast

can't be located and the Wells' children, Frankie, 10; 
Ruby, 7; Chuckle, 2',i, and Billy, 5, are lonesome for their 
dog. Frankie became III and doctors could diagnose It as 
nothing more than pining for Us missing pet.

Humane Officer 
Seeks Puppy in 
Wrong Dog Raid

Where's Lucky?
That was the $64,000 ques­ 

tion this week and Mrs. Mabel 
Wells, 2716 W. 185th St., and 
her five unhappy children, 
wisli they knew the answer. 
So ddes"Francis Fallon, mana­ 
ger of the South Bay Humane 
Society.

Lucky Is a seven-month-old 
German shepherd puppy who 
was so named because he lias 
a white horseshoe on the chest 
of his silky coat. He was picked 
up a month ago by the South 
Bay Humane Society after re­ 
ceiving complaints from neigh 
bors that a German shepherd 
was disturbing the neighbor­ 
hood.

Wrong Dog Taken
Mrs. Wells says the offend­ 

ing dog wasn't hers, but 
brother of her dog which was 
owned by a neighbor. Anyhow, 
the pound sold Lucky and the 
new owner can't be located.

As a result, Mrs. Wells' old­ 
est son, Frankie, 10, became ill 
and has been ailing for a 
month, missing two weeks of 
ichool and losing eight pounds. 

Specialists at Children's llos- 
jltal couldn't find anything 
hyslcally wrong and could at­ 

tribute it to nothing more than
bad case of pining for his 

dog.
Frankie had been training 

,ucky as pail of the merit 
ladge program of Ihe Cub 
icouts. The other Wells chil­ 
dren also miss I heir playmate. 

Woof! Woof!
"I used lo hark at him and 

us would hark back," five-year-,, 
old Hilly recalled wistfully.

The. mix-up all Marled a 
ilonth ago after the Humane 
Society received complaints! 
mm the area about a German

(Continued on l'a«u 2)

Torrance Craft 
Hits Mountain
Critical injuries were received Tuesday noon by a Tor­ 

rance man and woman when their single-engine plane 
crashed near the Montgomery Pass between Bishop and 
Carson City, Nev.

Injured were Donald L. Baird, 27, of 5205 Emerald, 
owner of the two-place Aeron-
ca, and Martha -Hail, 33, of 
5013 Sharynne Lane. Both 
were taken to Northern Inyo 
Hospital at Bishop where they 
were described as suffering 
from shock, concussion, back 
injuries, and multiple cuts and 
briuses.

Trucker Sounds Alarm
The- plane crashed into Mt. 

Montgomery about one half 
mile below the peak which is 
50 miles north of Bishop. The 
crash was discovered by a 
truck driver who had stopped 
along the highway for repairs, 
A volunteer crew of Bishop 
firemen and ambulance driv­ 
ers rescued the pair.

Bishop sources said the two 
had made one attempt to fly 
into Carson City. Failing to 
get over the mountains, the 
two returned to Bishop and 
refueled before attempting to 
go through Montgomery Pass. 

Plane Based Here
Baird's plane was based at 

Torrance Municipal Airport, 
and had just completed an ex­ 
tensive rebuilding and re-

seriously here Tuesday afternoon when a titanium melting 
furnace exploded at the Harvey Machine Co. plant at 190th 
and Western Ave.

Decapitated in the explosion was Robert F. Wade, 21,
of
dale. Burned were Raymond L. 
Martin, 24, of Garden Grove, 
and Vernon Adams, 4045 W. 
163rd St.

Martin's condition was list­ 
ed as critical yesterday after­ 
noon by Torrance Memorial 
Hospital attendants. Adams 
was listed as fair.

The explosion rocked a large 
area of the huge aluminum 
plant. It occurred when a ti­ 
tanium melting furnace in a 
restricted area of the plant ex­ 
ploded. Cause of the explosion 
was not known yesterday, plant 
officials told The HERALD.

Funeral services for Wade 
will be held Friday afternoon

at 2 at the Halverson-Leavell 
Mortuary Chapel.

He is survived by his widow, 
Ella, and a son, Robert Wade 
Jr. His parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
John Wade, live in lawndale 
as do two brothers and two 
sisters. Another brother lives 
in New Jersey.

Burial arrangements have 
hot been completed.

Horse Geor Stolen
Three horse bridles and two 

halters were stolen from his 
barn, Bud Alien Eipper, 2060 
W. 264th St., Lomita, told sher­ 
iff's deputies,yesterday. The 
thieves entered through an un­ 
locked door.

licensing, airport officials said. 
Pilots familiar with the crash 

area said the "Sierra Wash" 
in the region was particularly 
dangerous; and that its violent 
downdrafts made flying diffi­ 
cult

Board Approves $614,956 
Addition to North High

A contract for a 1014,956 ad- Figures presented to the hoard
liticm to facilities at North 
High School which will raise 
I lie capacity of the school to 
about 2000 was awarded Tues- 
iay night by I he Torrance 
School Board.

The additions will include 
10 classrooms, three science 
iiboratories, a special class­ 

room, custodial room, and a 
music building. The contract

t a completion dale of Nov. 
2» for the project. Low bidder 

Integrated Constructors 
mil Engineers, Inc.

1700 Kiirulleil
North High now has an en-
llment of nearly 17011 chil 

Iren, with nil expected enroll 
Hunt of some HIM nrxl lull.

indicated that In five years, 
some 2648 children will live In 
the North High district.

Still another future addition 
is planned at North High 
School to meet the steadily in­ 
creasing enrollment. This addi­ 
tion will probably be needed 
in about two years, the board 
was'told.

(Ip.-ns In Fall
South \i\n\i School will open

ill September with allOllt HOO
students ncxl fall, the educa­ 
tors suid, wilh enrollment ris­ 
ing to mure Hum 2500 in five 
years. Additions are. contem­ 
plated HI Ilirill, IIMIO,.ami 111(11 
In inf. I Hi,' growing number

'Ranchero Days' 
Celebration Set 
Here July 24-28

Plans for what is hoped will 
become an annual city-wide 
celebration were/ made Mon­ 
day evening at a meeting at­ 
tended by representatives of 
many of the city's service and 
social organizations Monday 
night.

The celebration, it was de­ 
cided, will be known as 
"Ranchero Days" and will be 
held from July 24 to 28. Cham­ 
ber of Commerce Manager 
Dick Fitzgerald will coordinate' 
the events.

Those attending h o p e d to 
make the celebration an an­ 
nual event, combining many of 
the separate events which 
have been sponsored by vari­ 
ous organizations at different 
limes throughout the year. 
This way, it is hoped, the sepa­ 
rate events can be combined 
Into a really city-wide event, 
tielping to increase civic con­ 

iousness.
The annual Torrance Area 

Youth Band search for "Miss 
Torrance," will be a leading 
feature of the celebration, as 
will the annual Lions Club Ro­ 
deo.

"Ranchero Days" activities 
will center at the newly-open­ 
ed Torrance Civic Center, 
which opened last August. 
Mayor Albert Isen promised 
that tours of municipal facili­ 
ties would he a feature of the 
celebration.

What Do
You 

Think?
What do you think?
That was the question that 

The HKIIALD asked its read­ 
ers last week wilh regard to 
I lie quest ion of whether sev­ 
enth and eighth graders should 
receive grades in order to pre­ 
pare them for high school.

A deluge »f Idlers has come 
into the offices since then, and 
The 11KKA1.I) has printed 
some of the more representa­ 
tive letters, including some on 
I'agr .'1 of today's paper.

The question is Mill open 
and The JIKHALD welcome! 
additional expressions from 
readers on this question, which 
is of vital concern in children's 
educations.

What do you think?


