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EDITORIALS
Now! Whoop it Up!

Torrancs residents have every reason today to "blow 
the lid" off things with the announcement that their city 
has been selected an All-America city   a nation-wide 
honor.

The recognition by a prominent panel of jurors that 
Torrance has met and surmounted one of the greatest 
municipal problems that of an explosive growth with a 
maximum of efficiency and a minimum of confusion-is a 
source of pride for every resident now living in the city.

It was those residents and groups of residents who 
made the award possible.

Tribute to the many organizations and groups which 
have worked hard during the past decade to make'Torrance 
a good city along with its growth into a big city will be 
paid by cily, county, and state officials during the next 
few weeks.

And The HERALD takes a modest pride in the part 
it has played in the development of the city through the 
years under its former publisher, .G/over (.'. Whyte, and 
since 1954 under its present publisher, King Williams. 
Selection of The HERALD earlier this year as winner of a 
state-wide judging for general excellence has added to 
the national awareness of Torrance. and probably was con-' 
sldered in the final All-America judging.

The HERALD would like to say "thanks" to all .of the 
school children, all homeowners' groups, service clubs, and 
dther groups Who have worked to win the award for 
Torrance.

And a special "thanks" should go to those who planned 
and, worked to put Torrance in a position to share this 
national honor: To former Mayor J. Hugh Sherfey and his 
colleague, Councilman Albert Jackson, whose leadership 
here laid the groundwork for Hie growth which has taken, 
placje here; to former Councilman George C. Powell, now 
planning direqtor for the city; former Mayor Bob Haggard; 
Council .Harvey Spelman Jr., former Mayor Mervin M. 
Schwab and Councilman Ed Karlow; and to the present 
City, Counqil, Albert Isen, Willys Blount, Victor Benstead, 
Niclf Drale,. and Bpb Jahn.

The. city's thanks should go also to an efficient city 
administration headed by City Manager George Stevens.

It's a great feeling to be part of an All-America city, 
and. The. HERALD is proud of the part it played in report- 
jug'the'developments of the city through the years.

^The honors announced today, however, belong to every­ 
one, so go out and whoop it up. You've earned it.

Equity in Retailing
Unionism acts wisely and usually effectively when any 

of its responsible elements take the initiative in cleaning 
up a. situation that is basically unfair to competitors who 
employ union labor.

Strong condemnation of discount stores, allegedly 
owned or-sponsored by unions; recently 'was voiced in an 
article appearing in the Southern California Teamster, 
official organ of the Joint Council of Teamsters, Local 42. 

. .The Torrance store, specifically mentioned in the Team­ 
sters' publication, has been a source of irritation to local 
retailers including automobile dealers who represent a 
very important source of revenue to the City of Torrance 
and to the general welfare of the community; Justifiably, 
w» think, they have at least a morat case against this 
method of retailing. So far as we know, there is nothing 
illegal about the operation of a discount house and w^e 
dqn't presume to know the extent to which any union 
directly is interested in the one in question in Torrance.

, We do know, however, that this and every other city 
wajlts to see every retailer competing on a parity, at least 
as^ far as the ground rules are concerned.

THE MAIL BOX
<TjM Torrance Herald welcomea expreitlona from Ita readeri which i 
be fcubllihod on thla page. The editor! retain the right to edit the coov 
jVa«ere of hb<l and good Uile. Lettere ihould be kept briel and n,u«l
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A Winner Reports
Mr. King Williams, 
Th« Torrance Herald: 

i.-l want to thank you very 
much for choosing my letter 
«  one of the winners in the 
Santa Claus letter contest.

: I bought myself new cloth­ 
ing for Christmas and a gun 
holster set with the $15 cer­ 
tificate.

.So, again I'm thanking you 
all very much.

ALEX BENDKK JR. 
16910 Ainsworth

Annexation Reply
Editor, The Torrance Herald: 

1 was thoroughly amused, 
and somewhat bewildered, at 
Torranee's present bid to an­ 
nex portions of the 1'alos Ver- 
dts IHlls and most of Ixjmila. 

After the "cold war" 18 
mqnlhs ago when the city 
was asked by the Great Lakes 
Carbon Corp to.annex HOOO 
acres of uninhahilalml area, 
and the plan met with sui-h 
furor from Hie adjacent rcsi-. 
dents, il seems nnpfairs'able. 
(bat the Torraucu city lathers 
would want to pour fuel ontu 
* still-gmoldering fire. 

> The city of Torrance can- 
I)ot offer this area anything 
tfut "local" administration, 
{Hd 1 cannot feel that this is 
m$r* important Hun provid- 
tijjll good every ilay iini'iiuipul 
Services, which wi' now have. 
jflThe county lire depart- 
lUnt has three fire stations 
ffithln three miles of hare 
md offers excellent service 
at a reasonable lux rate Our 
insurance premiums reflect 
tills.

The sheriff's office assign­ 
ed an additional car in this 
area a month ago, and their 
service has improved greatly. 
In addition, it is nice to know 
that when a sheriff's unit 
comes into the area, it Is 
manned by qualified officers 
who have been trained at a 
police academy. I understand 
that the Torrance I'D relies 
strictly on an "on the Job 
training policy" from the day 
a man starts on the force. 
Some Torrance cars, it seems, 
are manned by officers who 
are first-day-on the job.

Your health department. 
Torrance, is the same as ours; 
you contract to the county 
health department.

Our road department is 
tops. Just drive down your 
own Arlington A\e. city fa- 
tilers, anil w li e n the pave­ 
ment gets "ood. you know 
you are on Narhonne Ave. in 
county area Also, have you 
cvi'p 1fli ivrn down H o 11 i n K 
Hills near Pacific Coast llwy? 
Our building and safety de­ 

partment hasn't been in­ 
volved in a scandal in dec­ 
ades. How about yours, Tor- 
ranee?

We are not p a y I n fi off 
bonds for a new lavish cily 
hall, police station anil b i e, 
.swimming pool. whii-h hardly 
would benefit us mile, away 
from here.

Thanks. Torranrc. hut we 
just liktt the "county" way of 
life.

IIOUKIIT S TIIOMI'.SKN 
nulling Hills
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CftKE (GRACE'5, OR.
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YOUR PROBLEMS
Dear Ann: My husband is a 

fireman. I don't worry about 
him when he goes out on fire 
calls. It's what goes on dur­ 
ing those leisure hours that 
worries me.

It's become a common 
practice for cheap girls to 
hang around firehouses. A 
certain girl Is at my hus­ 
band's fjrehouse all hours of 
the night and day. When­ 
ever 1 phone she's there. 
They always sound like 
they're having a great time.

I'm not the only wife who's 
fed up. I know one woman 
who made her husband trans- ' 
fee from three different fire- 
houses. Another wife went to 
the fire commissioner's office 
to complain of this disgrace­ 
ful situation.

Most firemen have daugh­ 
ters of their own. If they 
ever hung around a firehousc 
these same men would throw 
a fit. Please, Ann, what can 
a fireman's wife do to pro­ 
tect her home against these 
tramps? Mrs. E.H.

from the minute I get up in 
the morning until 1 collapse 
at night. Sometjmes I hear 
her yelling in my dreams.

Do you think if I left home 
she'd appreciate me? Or 
would this just mean my lit­ 
tle brother would get 100 per 
cent of the attention instead 
of 99 per cent? Please help 
me.- S.B.

CONFIDENTIALLY: Eter­ 
nally Tired: You need more 
help that I can give in the 
column. Name and address, 
please.

Smart Cookie: You're TOO 
smart, Cookie. Don't look for 
miracles or you'll be prema­ 
turely broke.

Your baby brother is get- 
ting the same treatment you 
gal when you were his age. 
You don't need this kind of 
attention any longer and he 
does. 

Ask- your father to suggest 
that Ma get a physical check- 
up. She's at an age when lit­ 
tle things (about 14 years 
old) could make her nervous. 
Doctors have some wonder­ 
ful new drugs that could help 
her. Vnpack and try to be 
helpful and maybe she won't 
yell so much.

love. Simmer down and get 
to know the fellow. These 
tactics will scare him to 
death.

Unhappy Newlyweds: Live 
on what you makc and don't 
accept handouts from "the 
folks." Gratitude is often a 
very heavy load.

(Ann Landera will be glad to

paper. Copyright, 1956, Field Enter.
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The
SQUIRREL 

CAGE
By itioin nr.Nnv

About this time of the 
year, editors begin compiling 
lists of the year's' outstand­ 
ing news events historical 
trends, and top features 
which marked their "year of 
work.

Not to be outdone by the 
res! of them, I have gone to 
considerable effort to com­ 
pile what I, think were the 
year's best stories as told in 
Torrance.

If you disagree, don't call 
me I'll call you.

-ft, ,ft ..'ft • : .
First, there was Charley 

Gotts who came along and 
defined a classic as some- 
thin!! everyone wanted to 
say he'd read but which no­ 
body wanted to read.

Then there was Don Hitch­ 
cock's story about the car­ 
nival troupe which visited 
Canada last Summer with a 
new Set of rules: Indians of 
the area who had previously 
been admitted to the carni­ 
val grounds free, were to be 
charged the regular admis­ 
sion fee. The night before 
the carnival was to open the 
Indian population gathered 
on the street in front of the 
entrance and ivent into a 
real, honest-to-goodness rain 
dance. It rained for five days 
and nights.

The new rule: Indians ad­ 
mitted free.

About that time Atty. Dud­ 
ley Gray of Gardcna, a Tor­ 
rance subdivider, and a col­ 
league, Ally. Daniel Bloom- 
garden, received speeding 
tickets. Each represented the 
other in court, with Bloom- 
garden gelling his dismissed 
and Gray paying.

"I can only conclude   that 
m) colleague had the better 
lawyer," Gray said as he dug 
up the $10 fine.

•it if ft
And Barbara Jean, who 

works in an all-night cafe, 
reported her husband tried 
to call her at 4:30 one morn­ 
ing to see if she wanted him 
to come pick her up.

"Hello, is il foggy theje?" 
her mate inquired when 
someone an s w c r e d the 
phone.

"This Is a helluva time to

AFTER HOURS t
By JOHN MOKLEY

There will always be 
tramps   and the supply Is .
usually equal to the demand.
They can be found not only 
around flrehouses, but any­ 
where you care to look.

Is there a law against 
women visiting firehouses? If
so, the law should be en­
forced. If (here Is no such
law. and you firemen's wives
think such a law would help, 
why not organize and get one 
through? 

In the final analysis, you 
can't legislate faithfulness
and good judgment. Law or
no law, It's up to the man to
decide whether or not a 
cheap trollop can rapture his 
Interest. If you can't (rust
your husband at the fire­ 
housc, can you trust him in 
a burning building?

- '  "V  >
Dear Ann: My wife and I

had an argument. She insists 
when the woman in the com­ 
bination drives the car while
her husband sits beside her
it's a sure tip-off thai she's 
in the driver's seat figura­ 
tively as well as literally. My
wife savs you'll hack her up, 
Ann.

1 say this is sheer poppy­
cock. What's your verdict?
Please know $20 is riding cm
your answer. I'm belting
you'll agree wilh me.--Baldy. 

Hale In desert a '-sister"
but I'm wilh .MMI, Hulily. 
When a woman drives mid
her husband sits beside bel­ 
li can mean: 

(a) She likes to drive,
(b) Up doesn't,
(c) He's tired,
(d) She Isn't,
(e) Doctor's orders.

•r ,V

Dear Ann l.ander.s: I'm 14
years of a^e. My mother is
\i Kveiyihini; 1 do 1 (jet
vellnl ui My life w. . line
until mv babv brother came
alone.. Mv troubles bej.au
(hat very day and it's nelline.
worse all Hie lime

My lather ami 1 K< .| .dim,...
line 1ml Ma hollei.s at me

By BARNEY

Extra lanes will be added
soon to parts of our freeway 
system. This has its advan­
tage. It will get you to the 
traffic jam up ahead much
faster . . . Housewife In my
neighborhood recenlly went
on a strict diet and Iqst 40
pounds. Faced with the ne­ 
cessity of buying a complete 
new wardrobe of clothes at a 
time when she could least af­ 
ford it, the ingenious house-
frau abandoned her diet, re-
gaineO the 40 pounds, and is
now wearing her old clothes 
in complete -happiness.

ft ft ft

Today's newspaper head­ 
lines: "Married Men Live 
Longer Than Single Men."
This is not true! It only
SEEMS longer. 

Sign on u private road 
leading to a huge mansion:
"I'sycho-path."

I can remember wiping lip­ 
stick «ff the back of my 
hands. That's the only place
the girls would kiss me  on
the back of my hands.

-,'. ..., V y

It suddenly came to me in
a flush thai women don't be­
come lainmis as men do be-
cause w (i m e n d o n't have
wives. Now. why didn't 1 rea-
li/." th;il soiiner 1 '

\ew.siiiiin friend of this 
gallery went on a press jun­
ket to the openini; of "The 
Springs" restaurant in Palm 
Springs. He hired tun baby
sitters to work in two shifts.
The hand (hat rocks the cra­
dle is an expensive item these
days.

•ft -ft ft
There was a terrific crash

a.s the automobile wrapped
itself a in u nil a telephone
pule muiimii> tip to the de
moll lied ear. 1 asked the
sli-UKj>linj! driver: "Are vim
all i-iKhl?" -My foot! My
loot 1 " he uioaned. "What's
UK, 1114 wilh it? " 1 anxiously
asked. "U's asleep," he said.

GLAZER

Whatever happened to yel­
low fog lights for -autofno- 
biles? They never did any
good ... On the way to Palm 
Springs, we camd to a fork in
Ihe road which split two ways
while an overhead freeway
sign read: "Banning  60   70
 99." A 7-year-old boy in 
our car took a quick look at 
the sign and yelled at his fa­ 
ther who was driving: "Hurry
up, dad! Make up your mind!"

In our town, a new hotel
opened this week. It features 
a lobby with its own floors, a
private banquet room for 
army privates, and a ball- 
room with murals by Harlan 
Tipper, London's best known
chimney sweep. Last niglil,
we honored, our club, presi­ 
dent wilh the works, and the 
toasting fluids flowed freely.
After nine drinks, our presi­
dent was feeling so gay we 
hail to introduce him to his 
wife.

ft ft ft '

Typical Hollywood story.
They were married. He was
5H and she was IB. She called
him: "Daddy,' and she meant
it!

Hetty Brown Eyes and I
were discussing a, imilti-mil-
lionaire. She brushed him off 
casually with which I en-
lonnc.ll her: "Be careful! You 
are talking about the man 1 
wish 1 hail liis money!" . . .
There was Ibis plush, expen­
sive and extravagantly built
nightclub and the owner was
wining and dining all his
friends on opening night.
Which reminded ing that this
fellow would be s m art to
cqunt his friends at his clos­
ing rather than at his open­
ing.

Dill yon hear abnul the
driver of a' big IwiUank gas
truck who drove into a serv­
ice station and said to the at
Undent: "Fill 'er up!"

call aboul the fog," some 
irate phone subscriber
growled as he slammed down
Ihe phone. 

Wrong number.

Don I'erkins passed along 
the drink of the year   half
Pepsi and half Knerglne. It
not only hits the spot, it re­
moves it! ' '

Bob Thompson discovered 
that old soldiers don't fade 
away. He'd just tried to put 
on his World War 11 uni­
form.

ft .ft ft 
Then along came the fel­ 

low who had broken his glas­
ses, so he made an appoint­ 
ment with the optometrist, 
got to town a couple of hours 
early, so stopped, off at a
nearby tavern. When he got
his glasses a week later, he 
found he couldn't see a thing 
through' them until he re-
turned lo the tavern and re­
captured that spirit he was in 
when his eyes were exam­ 
ined.

Had to do it all over again.
ft  )    ft

Overheard: There's a fel­
low who's going places . , .
his wife's out of town.

•'t ft ft
Our friend Barney tilazer

reported in about (his time
saying he had, been reading 
a national magazine and for
the life of him couldn't fig- 
urn out what the editor had
rejected.

ft ft ft
It was also Barney who re­

ported that Las Vegas is the
only place he knew whore a
man enuld make a small for-
lune over niejil out of a
big one.

Anyway. Hint's the way it
went all year We presume
Ibal human nature won't
cluing!' , and we'll have some
loilde in pass along as 1057
moves along.

The holiday season each 
year is a great event for this 
reporter. It Is the only few 
davs of I ho year that I can 
truly call my own. Some SCO 

'lectures a year here and 
abroad . . . plus writing a col­ 
umn and articles for maga­ 
zines . . . prevent me fro in 
Inking normal liberties wilh 
lime, ll's a hard but a very 
slimulaling and rewarding 
schedule.

Tonight after hou,rs I'm 
sort of catching up with my­ 
self and reflecting upon the 
inward things that most of 
us neglect during a busy year. 
Home of Ihe things we believe 
. . . we feel and we try to live 
by. Our faith in the goodness 
of man ...our gratitude 
for freedom and free choice. 
Our faith in our institutions, 
in   our-xrounrry's -'righteous­ 
ness. Our faith in (iod. by 
whatever name, by whatever 
spiritual belief. Our foith in 
the spirit of giving ... in 
money, service, in human 
compassion. .Our faith in our 
homes, our families, our chil­ 
dren and Ihe children of the 
neighbor across the street. 
America is different in so 
many ways from much of the 
world. Human life is priceless 
in this country ... it is not 
so in all the world I coyer. As 
I stop and reflect on these 
and other things, I am deep­ 
ly grateful for my country 
and more grateful to those 
who sacrificed so much to 
make if and keep it great. 
I BELIEVE THIS 
HOLIDAY SEASON .. .

That life is a big hurdle of 
little things. I believe that 
neither poverty nor riches 
ever listen to reason.

I believe to be loved is 
more important than to love.

I believe that gifts of the 
heart are infinitely more im­ 
portant than gifts of the store.

I believe the best definition 
of character is to say "no" to 
yourself.

I beliieve some people heap 
together the mistakes of their 
lives and then create a mon­ 
ster and call him . . . fate.

I believe there is little dif­ 
ference between one man and 
another, but that little differ­ 
ence is infinitely important.

I believe there are folks 
who traveled all over the 
world and all they tell you is 
how much It cost them.

I believe we should not sell 
ourselves short, because oth­ 
ers do it constantly.

I believe houses without 
children arc like banks with­ 
out money.

I believe if we want our 
children to be brought up 
right, we should- get eight 
hours sleep each night.

I believe a man may be the 
brains of Hie house, but ;i 
woman is the soul of Wic 
team.

I' believe faults are r :.. 
slanlly present when love i, 
absent.

I believe perfect ion is nut 
essential to cither friendship, 
happiness or love. 

. 1 believe death delivers his 
first warning wfth the first 
gi'ay hair.

I believe to be popular we 
in u s t remember it's always 
the oilier psrson who has the 
unusual grandson.

I believe \yhen you speak 
from your heart, your lips 
don't have to move.

I believe happiness is the 
merger of head, heart and 
hands.

I believe people still sing 
"God-Bless America" and still 
leave it all to (!od.

1 believe you can never 
send a man to the junk pile 
on the testimony of a' cal­ 
endar.

I believe no nation is as un- 
, iform as ils military uniforms 

makc it appear.
I believe (iod does not ask 

about our ability or inability 
. . . but our availability.

I believe we see things not 
as they are, but as we are.

I believe if a person has 
the right to complain when 
there is little or nothing to 
complain about, he's living in 
America.

I hate war because I could 
not find the four freedoms 
among the corpses of our 
dead.

I believe children's so-call­ 
ed 'comic-books' today are 
like weeds, growing a in o-n g 
the flowers of literature and 
choking' the rich foliage of 
beauty and imagination. ,

I believe it's easier to tus­ 
sle with the wrath of nature 
than the wrath of human na­ 
ture. .'

I believe if you wish to ap­ 
pear agreeable to your 
friends, you must consent to 
be taught many Ihjngs you al­ 
ready know.

I beliieve this is a good 
time of the year to recall that 
the Prodigal Son did not be­ 
gin to think until his money 
ran out.

I believe economy is the 
greatest source of revenue.

I believe we need more men 
who continue to love the peo­ 
ple between political cam­ 
paigns.

I believe when you count 
your blessing;; regularly, you 
discover that you have a lot 
more than you figured.

I believe happiness has a 
way of sne.aking through a 
door which we didn't know 
we left onen.

The Freelancer
By TOM IUSCHE

Christmas, they say, is for 
kids.

That's nie. Just a big kid.
All year long when my 

wife asked me what I wanted 
for Christmas, I kept telling 
her I wanted an electric 
train. I didn't think she'd 
lake me seriously, but on 
Christmas, I found out dif­ 
ferently. She did. I am now 
the proud owner of an^elec- 
trie train.

Maybe it's undignified to 
say this, but I haven't en­ 
joyed anything so much since 
I got a bicycle for my 10th 
Christmas. In a way, it seems 
as if there ought to be some 
excuse for a supposedly 
grown-up individual to have 
an electric train. My father 
was more cagey about it. He 
waited until I was 3 before 
he got me one.

•h -d *
Anyway, I, my brother-in- 

law, and the little boy next 
door who wanted a train but 
got a bicycle instead had a 
delightful Christmas day 
making the engine and four 
cars zoom around the 10 feet 
or so of track.

There's something fascinat­ 
ing about watching an elec­ 
tric train wind Its way 
through the mazes of track. 
Men get beyond the toy truck 
pud fire engine stage, but 
few of themr ever get past 
the electric train stage. 
There's a whole club of men 
here In Torrance who do 
nothing but build small 
trains and the scenery which 
goes with them.

It's hard to say just what's 
so fascinating about the tiny 
engines, minute replicas of 
itial cars, and small stations, 
houses, loaders switches, and 
other raihoud viuiipinent.

Maybe it's the escapism 
in all of us that makes us 
imagine ws are speeding on 
our way to somewhere, as 
we watch the imitation 
smoke pour from little en­ 
gines which are reallv just 
traveling in circles. Maybe 
we'd really like to hop 
aboard a real train and travel 
wherever it took us.

Maybe it's the creative 
urge which allows us to make 
a little world jusl Ihe way we 
want it, all constructed 
around the tiny train.

Maybe it's-the feeling of 
power we would get if we 
were behind the controls of 
a real locomotive. Maybe the 
little engines are as close as 
we would ever get to the real 
thing.
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