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EDITORIALS

Thanksgiving in 1955
This Thanksgiving Day in 1955 gives Americans an 

opportunity to express their gratitude for a prosperity un- 
equaled for plenty in the history of the nation since that 
memorable day when the Pilgrims first stretched faltering 
lea legs on New World shores.

America has come a long way since those bleak New 
England years, and, hy today's standards, the little band 
.W Pilgrims had little to be thankful for when they cele­ 
brated their first successful harvest. Yet they gave thanks 
to Almighty God for the favor of a harvest that assured 
then* a bare existence through an uncertain winter in the 
.Wilderness.

Today millions of Americans will sit down to festive 
.tables literally bulging with plenty. They will drive to 
family reunions in new or nearly new automobiles and 
enjoy food prepared with kitchen equipment undreamed 
of a few years ago. And they will sit down with the 
realization that sons and relatives, deployed throughout

 'the world in the bastions of democracy, though absent 
"from the table will at least be safe from the shot and shell 
Of active warfare.

Let us all be thankful, then, that we live in this won- 
;,tlerful land in a particularly favored section of the world 
'.here in Southern California. Let us be grateful for our 
prosperity and grateful to our leaders in Washington, who 
don't leave God out of their thinking when they try to 
lolve the problems of the nation, every day of the year.

Let's Curb This Killer
In an age when medical science is striving to over­ 

come those diseases which kill and maim mankind, should 
we not pause to consider another killer the traffic acci­ 
dent and what can be done by every one of us to curb 

;jts threat?

The sponsors of "S-D Day" or "Safe Driving Day" are 
^asking for contributions of common sense not money  
in the fight against traffic deaths and Injuries. They 
realize that only with the whole-hearted support of the 
driving and walking public can any safe-driving campaign 
be successful. And they are asking for that support in 
terms of individual awareness, by each person, cf his own 
responsibility in curbing traffic accidents.

"S-D Day" is Thursday, Dec. 1. On that date, this 
President's Committee for Traffic Safety and the many 
organizations cooperating in the observance of "S-D Day" 
are hopin  for a 24-hour traffic-accident "holiday." But 

'this year's observance of "S-D Day" will go beyond that 
24-hour period in an attempt to educate the public to a 
year-around reconsideration of driving and walking habits.

The President has asked all Americans to join in this 
job of accident elimination. The program has also been 
endorsed by Governor Knight and by nearly 200 national, 
state, and local organizations who are bantling together 
in a concerted effort to rid our streets and highways'of 
the traffic-accident menace.

« Their success, the success of "S-D Day," depends en- 
'tirely upon how well the program is brought to the alien- 
'tion of the individual driver and pedestrian, who, after all,
is the one that must change his attitudes.

Common, everyday courtesy and an extension of the
Golden Rule and the wilMo use them will go a long 

,,,way. It would be well to keep in mind that over 5,000
* Americans would still be alive today if we. had driven 
s.every day during the past year as we did on "S-D Day" 
.!Jast year.

Then and Now

Wheel'er home safely, son!

. ,. Ihil'i what 1 ttll niy l.oy firry litnr IIF Imrrowi Ilir car. Uke 
laying "like il cuiy ... have a euuil lime." ilul it nicani a whale of 
< Inl morn.

Il'i ihorl for.. ."walrli your llrnlni... control... roail judgment," 
You >ee, Il'i llio.c ll,m«> Ilul inakr rvprrl ilrlven.

Take liming for example. A driver llial'i got It never neerll 10 
ilarl from Urn- lo l«m>. lie K llilei lii. lar. anllrlpatlna, till next ,n«v. 
IIMIK in ailvnmr. Walrli llir way an expert wheeli 111. car lhroue.ll 
Irallir. lie, ilur. il ttiilnnii jerky ttopi and .lam. Aa «moalh ai ill). 
Inn, he. blem!> n^lii u. . itl iL- flow of irafKc. Il'i i prelly niclun 
If ICl Hone ritl, llni ih.,i i.ikr, practice.

Conlrol, loo, |,l«i» H iniij,,t r..I« in enperl <lrlvln«. By ketplnl it 
reaionable iperdi nut luo fail, not too ilow-lbo expul ia alwayl 
maxer of lh« wheel.

Tlm'a why I lell my ton-^Vheel Vr home m/«/y."

a tit'/ws Make Safe
Make every day S-D d
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IN AMERICA IT1*
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AFTER HOURS
By JOHN MOKLEY

HONOLULU . . . Last March 
the United States came within 
an eyelash of changing the ap- 
peal-ance of nvery U. 8. flag 
and the physical shape of the 
nation. By tho small margin 
of only three votes the Senate 
tied Alaska to Hawaii In the 
debate for statehood and 
blocked what appein-nd a cor- 
Ulnty that Hawaii would be­ 
come the 40th state. The 
House had Riven Ha approval 
on Hawaii, hut refuted Alas­ 
ka. The issue will come up 
again as both parties appear 
to endorse statehood for Ha­ 
waii, which no doubt will be 
Included In the 1fWfi conven­ 
tion platoons of the Repub­ 
licans and Democrats.

Most of the people I talk to 
In Hawaii are against state­ 
hood. Those include legisla­ 
tors, business men, public em­ 
ployees . . . and the leaders 
of our great service clubs . , , 
Rotary, Lions, Klwanls . . . 
who are usually In the thick 
of civic and national issues. 
Most of the people I have talk­ 
ed with, In repeated trips to 
the Islands for lectures, prefer 
"commonwealth statun" to 
"statehood" for Hawaii. They 
give the following reasons:

1. Under statehood, or the 
present status, Hawaii pays 
the same federal Income tax­ 
es as the citizens on the main­ 
land. Them is consifiorahle re- 
sentment In Hawaii today, due 
to th» fact that while they 
pay the same Income taxes 
as mainlanders, they cannot 
vote in any presidential elec­ 
tion. "Taxation without repre­ 
sentation," they call It. Under 
"commonwealth status," like 
Puerto Rico, their citizens 
would not be subject to fed­ 
eral tax.

2. Under commonwealth 
status the people of Hawaii 
would enjoy virtually all the 
privileges granted to citizens 
of the 48 states. In addition, 
a commonwealth has a decid­ 
ed advantage over a state In 
power to collect and retain all 
taxes originating In the terri­ 
tory.

3. To the question of "se­ 
cond-class citizenship," which 
Is hoard now against common­ 
wealth status, the' answers, I 
gathered are to the offer! that 
no Canadian is known to feel 
Inferior to a Britisher and

there Is no movement afoot 
for Canadians to have direct 
participation in the govern­ 
ment of the British Isles. The 
same holds true with the oth­ 
er commonwealth nations in 
the British empire.

Those who oppose outright 
statehood for Hawaii believe 
that, statehood would lose for 
Hawaii her Identity as a "ter­ 
ritory," free of state politics 
and explications. They pre­ 
fer the sentiment and the feel- 

'ing of a "territory" rather 
than a "state." They are very 
son.oltlve about the distinction. 
"We are nothing like any of 
the present states on the 
mainland," they say "so why 
drag us info the bickering and 
confusion nf state frontiers. If 
Hawaii hpoon.es a .state, no 
will Alaska before long. Then 
what would stop them from 
adding Puerto Rico, the Virgin 
Islands, the Marshalls, the 
Cnrollnas .the Marianas and 
other territories the U. S. 
owns or administers." There 
Is also talk that since Britain 
can no longer protect Australia 
and New Zealand, they want 
to Join the U. S. for security. 
Of course, this argument Is a 
bit far-fetched, but the Island­ 
ers and their counterpart on 
the mainland who oppose 
statehood for either Hawaii or

Republicans generally sup­ 
port statehood for Hawaii, 
since there is a greater likeli­ 
hood that Itr, two senators will 
be Republicans. Democrats 
generally support statehood 
for Alaska since it appears 
that the two senators from 
there would lie Democrats. "In 
a tight political control of Con­ 
gress by either party holding 
to a bare majority, the vote 
of one senator from Hawaii 
or Alaska could be decisive on 
a question concerning the 
mainland alone," a Democratic 
senator vacationing In Hawaii 
said to me.

Political exports see another 
objection to Hawaii and Alas­ 
ka statehood. Their combined 
population is about HfiO.OOO, 
which imder present law en­ 
titles them to one senator for 
evei-y 157,0fln Inhabitants. This 
means that with a total popu­ 
lation of about 650,000 they

Law in Action
nilll.IIRF.N'S TORTS

A younger may do you or 
your property harm-on pur- 
'pow. 01- hy not taking proper 
rare, Klther way, he Is liable 
for his "tort" (French for 
wrong).

But what if the minor has 
no money? Can the law come 
back on his parents?

1. When a parent signs his 
youngster's license, he takes 
on the child's tort liability In 
driving a car.

2. Parents owe It to ethers 
also, for example baby-sitters, 
to shield them from their 
child, where they can, If they 
know his Is given to undue 
violence. I Like a master, his 
savage, dog). Fail to take rea­ 
sonable care, and a parent Is 
liable for the child's torts.

3. With a few such excep­ 
tions, the law has always hold 
youngsters solely liable for 
their toils,. Hut besides any 
such liability, a new law now 
holds parents liable up to $'<!»>. 
(or property'damage th.n

children may do by wilful mis­ 
conduct. Thus a parent may 
have to stand good for the 
damages done by a young van­ 
dal.

4. A grown poison who wil­ 
fully destroys property (di­ 
does bodily harm) in;iv ho not 
only liable for hi.-i tort, but 
charged as well with ;i erimo. 
A parent who puts hi;, ohllil 
up to mischief or helps him at 
It may comit hoth a tor*, and 
a crime.

5. But youngsters, under 
14, as a rule, cannot commit 
"crimes" under the law. Some­ 
times the juvenile court may 
have to take a youngster In 
hand for something he has 
done and discipline him for his 
own god. But adults who took 
part In the same offense may 
have contributed to a minor's 
delinquency a i rum 
' Note: Tin- si.u.' rim of 
Calif ornlii ell. i , fhi., r.ihnuM 
fin ton In l,ii,iu iniii,' iilmllr

will have four senators . , . 
while in the 48 states, repre­ 
sented hy 8fi senators, the av­ 
erage for one senator is about 
l,A90,nOO people. Thus Hawaii 
and Alaska would have ten 
times the average representa­ 
tion of the people on the main­ 
land. Thin will give thorn one 
2St.h of the membership of the 
senate, although their combin­ 
ed population Is only one- 
242nd of the whole popula­ 
tion. So the political experts 
figure.

•h -tr i3r
Since the largest majority 

of the Island population Is 
Asiatic and Oriental, the argu­ 
ment Is raised that the appear­ 
ance of Orientals in Congress 
would he objectionable to our 
people. On Issues Involving the 
Interests of the United States 
and, say, Japan, China, Philip, 
pines,.etc., nationals of those 
countries might be under per­ 
sonal pressure to'Ignore the' 
interest.? of the U. S. in pre­ 
ference to the Interests of the 
country of their ancestors. 
Southern Democrats have 
been In violent opposition to 
Hawaii statehood for this rea­ 
son probably more than any 
other.

Recent polls In Hawaii In­ 
dicate a close race on this Is­ 
sue of statehood among the 
people. Loss than 5 percentage 
points separate the pros and

tions it appears best to give 
the question a little more time 
and a little more airing.;Aftor 
all, it's the people of Hawaii 
who must be consulted and 
who must, be satisfied first. 
Unless a far greater majority 
appears in favor of statehood, 
Congress might better serve 
Hawaii and the mainland by 
letting the issue well enough 
alone.

The
SQUIRREL 

CAGE
By RED) BUNDY

With S-Day coming up next 
Thursday, Dec. 1, we are re- 
minrlofl of something wo hoard 
tho other dny: Every day 

mid Ix- srtfrr day on Ilio 
thways If people would quit 

driving as If they owned the 
road and started driving as 
If they owned the car. ,

ft ft ft

This Is- really a summertime 
squib, hut we're afraid we 
might lose It by summer. We 
hear one of the reasons why 
the girls of today are such 
llve.wlros Is that they wear so 
little Insulation.

THE MAIL BOX
nubllihed on this page. The editor 
matter! of libel and good talte. L« 
ngnecl. The wrller'a name will b 
premed In letter! here published

 etlln the 
ra should 
vlthlwld

A comforting thought for 
Thanksgiving Day was con­ 
tained In a recent re-analysis 
of the human body. Chemistry 
teachers used to astound their 
students hy saying that the 
chemical content of a human 
body was worth Just about 98 
cents a rather humiliating 
thought. But today, In the 
atomic ago, we're Informed 
thai, the atoms in the body 
of mi average person contain 
a potential energy cf more 
than 11 million kllowa'.t hours 
por pound, making the most 
of us worth something like 
JSS.S billion apiece. See there, 
you're a billionaire and didn't 
know It.

I have a hit or miss predic­ 
tion on the Christmas records 
I've heard so far: I predict 
that the crazy dog chorus 
which sings "Silent Night," 
In a series of woofs and yaps 
will sell n-ore records than 
"Doggie In the Window." Have 
you heard It yet? YOU WILL 
nefore the Christmas season 
Is too much older.

.

If you're eating dinner out in 
a Chinese restaurant today, 
you might run Into something 
like the fellow we hoard about 
the other day. When he open­ 
ed his fortune cookie, it read, 
"Don't eat the soup. (Signed! 
A friend."

"The views expressed by 
many husbands are not ne­ 
cessarily those of the manage­ 
ment." Henry Trysla.

"School days can be the hap­ 
piest days of your life, If your 
child's old enough to attend."
 Martha Scott.

"A reckless driver Is some­ 
one who passes you on the 
highway, no mutter how fast 
you go."- Harry Toffel.

"The best time to stand up 
to any of life's situations Is 
Immediately after you get up 
from praying on your knees."
--O. A. Battlsta.

"When a woman says she's 
Just reached 30, you can bet 
she's been reaching for It for 
10 years." -Snooky Lanson.

Glazed Glances
By BABNEV OLA/KU

Look at me! I'm not super­ 
stitious! Get him! Big Man! 
He's not superstitious! I was 
out shopping with .Betty 
Brown Eyos and I came to a 
ladder. It always made me 
snicker and sneer, seeing peo­ 
ple walk aroqnd a ladder, «o 
I walked right under It. Like 
that! Ten minutes later, rigtit 
to the minute, Betty B.E. buys 
a new dining room set, a net 
of dishes, a new coat ami a 
dress. Look out for that I.].,,!, 
cat. mister! Walk around him! 
You fool, you!

A -tr -it
Corrls Ouy, who has had a 

TV kitchen show on KTLA for 
nine years, Is not really a guy. 
She's a doll! . . . Actor nill 
Bishop offers this one for our 
Kutost Kiddy Kra.-k Depart­ 
ment: When Bishop look out 
his six-year-old nle.-e. lu.lv in 
dinner recently. IN ,,ni..|. <i 
steak. The wait* i .-i l,,-il lue
littlO miss how Mi,, u.ml.d
and Judy flipped ' M..K, il 
tender, please."

* * *

What this country ne*d> Is 
a repetition of 1031 when the 
great depres&lon was a sick­ 
ness all over the land. In that 
year, the CBS Radio Network 
said to the Prut   ' , ' 
I > ! », Roman c.i 
and Jewish i " 
country:

"Come speak to yum i, i:,-w 
Americans. Twice every .Sun

day we shall provide the time 
and facilities. All America Is 
your congregation. Say what 
you think needs saying, under 
God."

(As I remember, It worked 
miracles, too).

Definition of a psychiatrist: 
The last man you talk to he-   
fore you start talking to your- 
self ... Ah, for those good 
ul,j .l.iys. wlu-n we used lu lose 
our shirts In the stock mark­ 
et! Now we lose them In the 
supermarket . . . Sam Brown 
is a devastlng UCLA left half- 
hack who hits the line like a 
runaway truck. As one Bruin 
fan put it so aptly: " We sure 
love to watch our Sam Brown, 
belt."

I object to TV pitchmen who 
resort to h.w. (luindwavlng), 
f.p. (flngerpolntlng), and d.p. 
(desk pound). They Insult my 
Intelligence and If you don't 
think I have any intelligence. 
I'm Insulted ... A man went 
to traffic court to pay a fine 
for, a lady friend. He was rec­ 
ognized for not having paid an 
old ticket of his own. He 
phoned a friend to come and 
Imil him out. The friend mime, 
fortunately he had an unhlem- 
eheil record, so the matter 
,'inleil there ... How com* 
ilu-v haven't named a hurrl- 
e.ine after TV Star Gale

A Dumping Ground
Editor, Tomince Herald 
Your editorial A Commu­ 

nity Disgrace Is just whnt 
we need to draw attention to 
the condition of the streets of 
Torrnnre. I only wish a pic- 
lure of 1'laza Del Amo at 
Arlington could have been 
Included. I have been a tax­ 
payer at 2227 Plaza Del Amd 
for 27 years, and the tree 
row has been a dumping 
ground all of that time, and 
)ias never been cleaned up.

Lot's go "whole hog" Is 
right, and I hope they will 
remember Plaza Del Amo Is 
one of tho hogs. K"Op up the 
good work!

CORA B. BOHRER

Editorials Re-read
Editor, Torrance Herald
I have read and re-read your 

article of a,temporary curtail­ 
ment on tract building In your 
editorial of Oct. 13 Issue of 
the Torrance HERALD.

The more I rend It, the more 
Impressed I am with your pol­ 
icy and interest In the future 
of Torrance. This has been my 
wish for the last, two years, 
but, unfortunately, our Cov;n- 
ell seems unwilling to do any­ 
thing about It.

Taking a deep Interest In 
your editorial column, It. has 
been a source of satisfaction 
to me and may others of your 
unbiased stand on various Is­ 
sues so Important to the peo­ 
ple of Tot-ranee.

I am pretty well Informed 
on most, issues having served 
on the Civil Service Commis­ 
sion for the past seven years, 
and seen aJI departments 
grow from a handful to their 
present strength which Is still 
far short of what they should 
he for our Immediate needs 

our police department is sore­ 
ly undermanned, hut doing a 
fine Job with the force they 
have--our fire department. Is 
In better shape and also doing 
a fine piece of wol-k but still 
heeds more men and equip­ 
ment.

So long as this building race 
continues, Just that long must 
we wait for efficient city ser­ 
vices.

Thanking you very much for 
your editorials and looking 
forward to more of ths same, 
I wish to remain,

C.EORGE W. DOWNING 
1511 Ci-enshaw Blvd.

Trash and Mud
Editor Torrance HERALD
So you think you've* got 

troubles?
I live near 178th and Pralrts 

Ave., and I think I might, a* 
well put. up a "Torrance Dump 
Substation" sign on my lawn. 
It really wouldn't mutter be­ 
cause eveiybody uses It for 
that, anyhow.

The streets In this area 
Boom to he a favorite dump­ 
ing ground lor trash and the 
muddy shoulders of the mad 
don't help tho mossy situation 
any. My daughter has to walk 
to school In the mud when­ 
ever it rains. You ought to 
hear my wife complain about, 
the mud the little girl bring* 
In.

More power to your anti- 
trash campaign. While you're 
at. It. how about campaigning 
against the muddy street sit­ 
uation too?

R. T. CiUYNN

V

The Freelancer
By TOM RISCHE, Herald Staff Writer

Today Is the day that Tom 
Turkey has been dreading all 
year.

From man's point of view, 
this Is a happy, festive, mouth­ 
watering occasion. From the 
turkey's, however, this Is one 
of the unhapplest days of the 
year.

Chances are that yesterday 
he lost hi? head and tod.-.y ho 
Is being cooked in tho oven, 
later to be cut up and served 
with dressing and cranberries.

It's not a happy prospect, 
and historically speaking, 
such a fate should not have 
greeted old Tom. On the first 
Thanksgiving day more than 
300 years ago, the Pilgrims 
did not record that they ate 
any turkey. Our colonial' an­ 
cestors made the goose their 
victim.

If there Is any villain as far 
as the turkey Is concerned, 
It Is Abraham Lincoln who 
first proclaimed Thanksglvirr 
day back in 1863. He set the 
day as the last Thursday in 
November, although records 
indicate that 'he Pilgrims 
used to celebrate It In Oc.tpb- 
er. He was probably so busy 
with the Civil War that he 
didn't have time to check his 
history books.

At any rate, Tom Turkey Is 
going to be one of the popu­ 
lar. If unwilling, animals who 
ever laid down his life for 
man today. In the next few 
days, he will become Increas­ 
ingly unpopular, however, as 
people got Indigestion from 
eating too much and then eat 
turkey leftovers  In stew, 
soup, sandwiches, and any­ 
thing else that can be. whip­ 
ped up.

ft ft *

The turkeys who nave man­ 
aged to get by the day with 
their lives cannot jest easy 
yet, for Christmas Is only 28 
shopping days away. Although 
the demand for his hide Is not 
quite as great at Christmas­ 
time, a turkey may find him­ 
self in the soup if he Is not 
careful.

While old Tom is being eat­ 
en by the population, man's 
best friend, Fido, is probably 
lying on the rug, being tossed 
a hone or two now and then.

The old saying goes, "It's 
a dog's life." Looks like It 
might he more aptly put thus:

"It's a turkey's life."
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