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LEARNING TO COUNT , , . By using figures to represent thé. absent puplls, . Mrs. -Edna

Wright’s kindergarten class at Fel
are absent. Peggy Ackerman, Roge:

students learn their names.

while- Mrs, Wright and Jolene Wiseman look at one ‘of the cards . which m_lued to help

Teachers Vary
Class Technique

By TOM

When Grandpa took his books in hand and trudged off |

RISCHE

to school, he dutifully studied little moral lessons in Mc-
Guffey’s Reader and toiled hard to learn his readin’, writ-

in’, 'n 'rithmetic.

di Johnny
o longer studies McGuffey's
ader, but may instead read
something like “My Little Green
Story Book.” He will study
his “three Rs,” and other sub-
jects in a way which might
surprise Grandpa.
If he were in fifth grade in
the Torrance schools, chances
are that his daily schedule ran
something like this:
Soclal studies and science, 70
minutes; reading 60 minutes;
writing, -speaking, and spelling,
60 minutes; arithmetic, 40 min-
utes; arts and music; 50 min-
utes; health and physical edu-
cation, 50 minutes; with an ad-
ditional 120 minutes per week
used for industrial arts, for
boys, and homemaking training
for girls.
‘Bulletin Boards Prominent
He would go to school in &
classroom, surrounded by bul-
Jetin boards’on which displays
of various Kinds were posted
to help make his studies more
vivid. He would see movies on
various phases of his school
work.

His teacher might use any
of a variety of methods in
teaching him. The local school
district allows: a ‘teacher to
make his or her choice about
how much material will bepre-
sented to the class, what areas
of work in such field as social
udles shall be taught, and
hether the room should be di-
into groups according to
abllity.

Johnny, may be learning in
an entlrely different way from
his friend, Willle, who 1s in
the next classroom, but the re-
sults should be the same. The

ability may -retard rather than ||

help him. Every child, however,
18 ‘& special case.

Children who are mertally re-
tarded will be placed in spe-
cial classes,

Subject, Combined

Often Johnny’s teacher may
combine a number of different
subjects into one class project.
If Johnny had been in one class
recently, he would haye com-
bined reading, writing, arithme-
tic, language, art, social stu-
dies, and sclence.

This class project, a study of
the airplane industry; involved
reading, writing, and  discus-
sion about the airplanes, build-
ing a model airfield, using art
and arithmetic; and study ot
weather, bringing in science. In
addition, the class visited. Tor-
rance Municipal Airport to see
their subject in action.

At the same time, he, will be
learning to write, and:in  the

third grade, began to use the|

rounded, cursive script, instead
of printing. * f

He began to learn how to spell
more_and more difficult words,
after learning the basic words.

Soclal’ Studies . Expand

Beginning with a study. of
home and’ community in the
kindergarten, Jolinny moved on

to study Where local goods and

services come from, how. Cali:
fornia' and the United States
developed, and  finally,: some-
thing. of the history of the Old
Warld. Inclyded In this soclal
studies program are geography,
sclence, and clvics. 3 s
Physical education and recess
de-

rn,_Ave, School discovers that flye'members of the class
r Blakely, and Phillip- Hoffman ‘hold, up the figures,
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_ MORE ADVANCED ARITHMETIO .., . As children_go up. through the
through more and more complicated problems untll they arrive at more difficult problems.
Here, members .of Jim Willlams’ eighth graders at Perry School try-to determine the eir-
cumference ' and area of a circle from’ charts in the classroom, Shown are Emil Capik,
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McGuffey's Reader Forgotten in

Kelson Dearth, fudy LeClaire, and Pat Kestier.

Modern Classroom

LOCAL SCHOOL SYSTEM
NOW IN EIGHTH YEAR

- HERALD photo
grades, they go

Torrance’s school district is a comparatively yoﬁn‘g

. one—eight years old this year. :
.. .As a result, its 466 teachers are-comparatively -

young, averaging ‘about 35 years of age.

Its-ideas are modern; and many of the latest methods
in teaching are being used, although there is no set
pattern. Teachers use the method that suits them
best, with apparently satisfactory results,

It is a growing system. Its elementary program
has grown from about 2000 pupils and four schools
. in 1947, when it began, to nearly 10,000 students and
17 schools at the present time. With population figures

i ever rising, six more elementary schools are in various
A stages of planning. —— =

Double sessions, which nobody—School ‘Board,

administrators, principals, teachers, or parents—likes,

. are necessary until the time when money and schools
can keep up with population increases.

In spite of this, the Torrance elementary schools are
carrying on their customary class work. This is the
story of what is happening to children in the city’s
elementary schools.
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THERE'S A DIFFERENCE . . . Mrs; Betty Welr, fourth and fifth grade teacher at Meadow
Park School, uses her students to point up the fact that children differ, both in size and in
reading capacity. Some children grow faster, both mentally and physically, she says. Her
reading. program is based on bringing ‘& child along in reading as fast as he can absorb
the material. Reading for. the class are Georgla Owen, Karen Campbell, Blll Waterman, and
Duane, Crowley. | : v 3 NI ¥
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WHAT MAKES IT RAIN ., .'Students in Ross McAdams' fourth and fifth grade ¢class are .
making a study of weather as. a' class project. 'Each day, temperaturés are recorded, along

with rainfall, and weather reports in the 'papers are checked for agcuracy. 'Recording some

of the data are Anne Houston, Don McHenry, Carolyn Lyons, and Bob Roy. In the back-

mmmdmmvbymw-unomwmsgmy !

Although many: people’ think
that the'main function of a kin-
dergarten is play, the course
ifor ‘the beginning school. child
includes: a ‘much broader pro-
gram than’' games, et

Before Johnny: ever started
in Torrance schools, his parents
were | contacted by the kinder-
garten teacher and  learned

po‘rlﬂdl

district feel
that the teacher can do a bet-
ter. job if he or she uses the
method which suits him best.
Chances are that Johnny will
not be at the same place in
his studles as some of his other
classmates, but this {s based
on the principle that there may
be as much as five grades of
ability within one classroom.

and spor
while health classes emphasize
care of the body, His teacher
must keep an eyé cocked to
make certain her children are
héalthy, and make suggestions
if any of her puplls seems over-
ly ‘tired, seems to be alling, or
has poor vision or hearing.
Johnny: may daub or paint as
his ability allows, ‘nnd o{ubn

thing about him,
The first two days of school,
the scared youngster and his

LearninigHabifs of Youngsters
Molded in Kindergarten Classes

mother both camé to school for
one hour and . they inspected
the room and - its equipment,
while the  teacher explained
what she was going tp teach
the children, The néxt three
days, both hé ‘and. his mother
came to school, and Johnny
gradually overcame his  fears
and his mother was. reassured,

The second week, the regular
three-h dally ki
sessions began,

One of Johnny's big problems

for an

with his teacher. Then, they
will discuss Johnny's 'general
development, and : the teacher
will suggest possible ways in
which his parents could help,
both with schaol work and per-
¥ At the same

At the beginning of the se-
mester, his teacher may have
picked the tallest boy and girl
n the class, and ‘the shortest

physically faster than

T
making displays or figures.
May Sin|

! y Sing
Musically, he will sing if he
can do it well, or otherwise
may help with the musle pro-
gram and learn to appreclate
it. Many youngsters play in
school

I8, 850 SOMe Erow
hore quickly than thelr sohool:

tes,
With this in mind, his teackier
divide the ‘class up in
pups according to general lev-
of abllity, For instance, in
ding, he may be reading a
or seventh grade boolk,
n though he is a fifth
der, while somé of his slow-
pompanions may be rngd‘lnx

the "

“Johnny's report card is divid-
ed into nine sectlons—reading,
arithmetlo, language (oral and
written), soclal studies (hllwr{,
geography, sclence, and civics),
musle and art, work and study
habits, group relations, perso:
nality traits, and physical de-
velopment, -

Under all of these headings,
his teacher makes comments

sonal ‘pr
time, 'the teacher may learn
how she could help with some
of Johnny's personal problems,
Students Learn Government
Johnny may be an officer in
his school government, Al
though' different schools have
varying types of student body
organizations, all make some
provision for getting students'
ideas in running the school.
. His younger brother's school
d.ly may be arranged a little
differently, but he still studies
in the same general areas, Stu-
dents in the first, second, and
third .umleg have their time di-

was how to get along
with a large group of children,
and he had to learn how to care
for his own, equipment.

He had to learn the lessons
that would serve him the rest
of his lifé—that he must help
others, and in turn, to be help-
ed; that he must learn to share,
and not demand all of the
teacher's time and attention,

Johnny started to learn some-
thing ‘about the meaning of
numbers, and how to count,
preparing him for later work
in arithmetic. He started to
learn to identify objects, -and
to recognize his own name, He
participated In “grown-up” situ-
ations, He sang songs and re

‘clted . ‘poems - with the group.
His teachers sought to give him

an Inquiring mind,
His time was divided roughly

as follows: | -
Social studies and sclence;
writing, \!

vided thus:
Soclal studies and sclence, 50

bd or fourth grade 5

s teacher will seek to gel
to learn as fast as he cdn,

will have no set standard

him to reach. Experts feel
pushing & child beyond

about his progi in these var-
fous fields, His parents are
asked to comment In a space on
the card reserved for them,
Once a semester, his parents
asked'to come to sohool

s | il be

reading, 50
writing, -penklng, and spelling,
80 minutes; arithmetic, 30 min:

B0 i B,
20 minutes; arithmetic and be-
ginning numbers, 20 xplnutes;

and
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* about them. Discussing the project are Margaret:
Michael Hughes, Edward Foster, Karen MoGulre, Brian Chris-!
nsen, and Bareh Nelson. These varlous projects make ‘It

photo

art and musie, 60
health and phy
40 minutes, 1

u:eu; ar:.l ah:dnhmullo. 40 Téz
utes; and heal
ctoaton, 80 mindten |

tion, 50
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