
City Growing At Rate of 524 Persons Per Month

•POPULATION TO TOP 42 500
1 By JACK 0. BALDWIN

People have been swarming 
Into Torranco at the rate of 
524 persons a month for the 
past 21 months, It was indicated 
in a special census 'report Is­ 
sued Friday which set the un­ 
official population of the city 
at more than 42,500 persons. 

The City of Torrance has gain­ 
ed almost 11,000 residents 
in the past ..year and nine 
months, which reflects a tre­ 
mendous growth of 33 H per cent 
since the 1852 census, according

to figures released by Vernon. 
L. Miller, supervisor of the spe­ 
cial 1953 census. 

That the population would top 
all earlier estimates and un­ 
doubtedly would be even greater 
than the 42,600 mark was in­ 
dicated in remarks by Miller: 

"We haven't quite completed 
our tally, but there is every In­ 
dication that the population will 
be closer to 45,000 than it Is 
to 40,000." 

The city was shooting for 
a population of 40,000 when the

City Council ordered the special 
census. The Increased popula­ 
tion might well qualify the city 
for its own municipal court as 
well as bring 'in thousand! of 
dollars In Increased state and 
county taxes. 

"During the balance of the fis­ 
cal year the new census figure 
will bring the city approximate­ 
ly $50,000," .City Manager George 
W. Stevens said . Friday. 

The next fiscal- year, 1954-56, 
will see a gain In city revenue 
of approximately $88,000, Bte-

vens calculates. 
His calculations were based on 

figures which give each city $8 
per year In tax money collected 
by the state and county. The 
special census taken in Febru­ 
ary of 1952 put the population 
at 31,834. 

Stevens said that each resi­ 
dent of Torrance was worth 
between $4.50 and $5 to the city 
for the remainder (approximate­ 
ly six months) of the fiscal year. 
Next year as other cities com­ 
plete special census the "split"

In -tax money win -War to ap­ 
proximately $8 for a full year 
per person. The city te al- 
loted five eighths of a cent per 
gallon on gasoline taxes   collect­ 
ed i by the state and three-six­ 
teenths of a cent per gallon 
on; tax monies collected by the 
county. The city also gets a 
share of the automobile taxes 
and license fees. 

Supervisor Miller said that hff 
expected to complete the .offi­ 
cial tally on Tuesday and would 
present it to the City Council

on Nov. 17. 
"This census Is perhaps the 

most accurate I have ever con­ 
ducted," states Miller. "This Is 
due to the unusual conscientious­ 
ness of the 63 enumerators who 
have taken the census. We have 
conducted checks, not just spot 
checks, but full area checks send­ 
ing out a supervisor with the 
enumerator's books and have 
found many districts where not 
a single house was missed. In 
several other areas Only one 
house was not tallied. This is al­ 
most a negligible percentage of

error. 
"I can not recall working witn 

a more conscientious and civic 
minded group of enumerators," 
Miller said In praise of those 
local residents who participated 
in the count, He stated that 83 
of Friday he still had five 
enumerators who had not fully 
completed their districts but 
that the highest number of 
houses yet to be tallied by any 
one of the five was only 15 
homes. 

The census report is to ,pe 
shipped air express to Washing­

ton, D. C., where It will be cer­ 
tified and returned to Torrance 
on Dec. 9, at which time the 
official census will be publish­ 
ed. 

Cost of the special census was 
labeled as a "mighty good" In­ 
vestment by the city. The cost 
of the 1953 special count was 
approximately $5000. 

"I wish," said Councilman 
Willys Blount, "that I could In­ 
vest $5000 and get back nearly 
$50,000 the first six months, 
That's a pretty fair rate of In 
terest, I'd say."
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I HERE'S HOW . . .' Virginia Conway, blonde TV actress, 
I shows how her husband stood and pitched one of several 
: rocks through the windows of her convertible. She to 
I charged with the attempted murder of her husband, who 

claims she drove down a steep embankment and tried to 
run over nun with the car. She denies the assault.

(Herald photo)

Legion Services 
Planned for 
Pet Store Owner

k American Legion services wi 
Pbe conducted Monday ^t 2 p.m 

for, Alfred Llewellyn Roberts,57 
owner of the O. K. Pet Food 
Store, who died on Armistic 
Day in the Veterans Adminis 
tration Hospital in Long Beach. 

Mr. Roberts, a resident o 
this area for the past 12 years 
is survived by his wife, Mrs 
Dorothy Roberts of 247 W. 220tl 
St. A brother, Edward, of th 
same address also survives.

The deceased, a native of Colo 
rado, will be interred in Green 
Hills Memorial Park following 
services to t>e conducted by'the 
Bert S. Grassland Post of the 
American Legion, in the chape 
of Stone and Myers Mortuary 
Rev. C. Miles Northrup will of 
ficiate.

The former owner of the pel 
store at 1917 W. Carson St 
passed away after a lingering 
throat ailment.

Apartment Zone 
Hearing Slated 
For Wednesday

Two applications for creatioi 
if multiple-family housing zones 
yi North Torrance will bo con­ 
sidered by members of the To
ance Planning Commission here 

at their regular, meeting Wed­ 
nesday evening, according to 
Earle A. Lloyd, secretary.

The Beach Building Corp. want? 
to create such a (one along the 
cast side of Crenshaw. Blvd. on 
both sides of 168th St. Guar­ 
dian Homes, Inc., and Prince 
ton Construction Corp. filed » 
joint application for such a 
7.one on the west side of Cren 
fchaw Blvd. between Cherry Avo. 
and 170th ijt.

Both areas arc now zoned R 
2, two-family residences.

First hearing on both of 
the applications was set for 
I he commission's meeting which 
opens at 8 p.m. Wednesday In 
the City Hall.

Second hearing on a proposal 
to cre-te a multiple family zone 
along Yukon Ave. at 174th St

he held at the meet
113. This move, initiated by the 
uminl3»lon, has met with op- 
lositlon frpm owners of homes 
n the vicinity._______
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Car ilited as Weapon

Blonde Must Stand Trial for 
Attempted Murder of Husband

Blonde Virginia Conway, 22-year-old screen extra and T 
actress, was   held to answer on a charge of assault to comm 
murder when she appeared in the Compton Municipal Coui
Thursday morning.

LEONARD S. WOLFORD 
. . Has Real Cool Idea

Marine Invents 
Cooling System 
For Generators

Torrance Marine Warrant 
Officer has been credited with 
developing the first auxiliary 
generator cooling system In Ko­ 
rea.

WO Leonard S. Wolford, 
2612 Cabrlllo, and Sgt. Eras- 

ms Parra, of New York, orig 
nated a plan to keep the gen 
orators cool in the Intense heal 
if the Korean summers. Provi 
lusly, Marines had to shut tin 

generators off every two hburb 
.0 keep them from burning out, 

Wolford, with the First Ma­ 
ine Air Wing, built the cool 
ng system from discarded equip 
tnent and non-salvageable mo 
ors. The construction cost was 
icgllglble. The system took three 

months to plan and build and Is 
low under consideration by mem- 
tori of the A|r Force and has 
>een recommended as standard 

equipment for 76 KW genera-

blonde surrendered to sheriff's deputies Nov 
4 after she learned she w.a 
wanted for the attempted mu 
der of her husband. WltneSsr 
said the platinum-haired Holly 
wood night spot entertainer at 
tempted to run over her hus 
band during a family beef alon 
Main St. near 209th St.

Mrs. Conway has denied sh 
tried to run over her husbani 
Tpm Conway, 23-year-old unem 
ployed Hollywood "extra.

"He was running alongside of 
the road and I kinda slde-swlp 
ed him a little bit and he goe 
end over tea kettle down 
the embankment," she explain 
ed. Witnesses said she then 
drove down a steep 20-foot em 
bankment and attempted to run 
over her- injured husband.

"When he fell over the edge 
I got real nervous and drove 
down so's I could hold him for 
he cops. But I see he's not go­ 
ng anywhere so I drove off."

She was 'trying to hold her 
msband for the police after he 
broke the windows In her con 
wrtible coupe as she attempted 
:o drive In the driveway of her 
parents' home at 21116 8. Main 
St. on Oct. 29, she told police

Municipal Court Judge Leon 
ard Kaufman Thursday set ha

Million $$$ 
Home Tracts

November building figures shot 
up another million dollars this 
week with the issuance of per­ 
mits to two new truds to bo 
unshuuU'd in North Ton a nee. 
Developer H. A. Watt received 

tunnlts for 101 new homes in 
lie North Torrance area with 

u total value of $80lt,800. The 
Mlllon Kauffnian Co. wan is­ 
sued permits to start homus val 
u*d at $328,000.

at ?2600, which the blonde en 
rtalner posted. The judge also 

set Nov. 27 as the date when 
Mrs. Conway is to appear li 
3ept. 40 of the Superior Cour 
n Los Angeles to answer the 
charge . against her. Her attor 
ney Is Vincent Scott of Beverly 
'Tills.

The episode on Oct. 28 was 
similar to another Incident which 
occurred on July 27 on Tor­ 
rance Blvd. at Cota Ave. That 
tight she told police her hus 
>and fell out of the car anc 

she brushed against him as she 
rled to pull back into the curb 
ler husband told Torrance po 
Ice she tried to run over him 
but refused to sign a complaint 
against her. 

The shapely TV actress wild 
IB recently made a morle for 

elevlslon but that it has nol 
>een released as yet. She aide 
laa appeared In a number of 
ommerclals Including t h o a i 
sed to advertise "Pink Ice,' 
Soft-Set," and another advertla 
ng a portable barbecue. 
Thursday's trial was marked 
'ith contradictions of witnesses. 
She wag driving so fast," one 

witness testified, "I couldn't tell 
whether a man or woman wai 
rlvlnu
Another told tha court that 

he- WHS driving .10 blow he had 
uble panning her because of 
oming traffic. Another wit- 
s said tier husband fell down 

embankment while still an­ 
ther witness said she knocked 

Him down Uw inc)ln«.
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Voters to Ballot on
Street Crews, 
Police Busy as 
First Rain Hits

The season's first rain storm 
soaked the area fiere yesterday 
flooding several points In the 
city and causing a rash of minor 
traffic accidents throughout th 
area. '

City street crews were called 
into the Hollywood Riviera sec 
tipn as water began stacking up 
n Paseo de Gratia and was 
threatening to get into garage: 
along the 100 block. Resident! 
of this area have had   troubl

rlth water in previous years. 
Boy Injured

A small boy was treated for 
minor injuries following a traffii 
collision at Pacific Coast Hwy 
and Hawthorne at 10 a.m. yes 
:erday. Autos driven by Dorothy 
Sind, of Cypress, and Maurice 

Wilson, of 537 Paseo DC 
Estrellas, collided in th 

ntersection. Injured was Robcr 
Jean Wilson, 4, whOjwas treatec 
'or minor injuries.

At 11:30 a.m. yesterday, autos 
driven by Charles E. Eilburn 
of Fontana, and Barbara Ben 
lett, of 21914 Denker Ave., col 
ided at Torrance Blvd. and 
lawthorne. No one reported any 
njuries.

Bain Cited
In both cases, rain was cited 

iy police as a contributing fac- 
or in the collisions. The crashes 
wought a warning from Tor­ 
rance traffic officers that dri­ 
ers must be careful on rainy 
treets.
"It's awfully easy to skid In- 

a an Intersection when it's 
aining,"' Patrolman Don Nash, 
rtio Investigated one of yestcr- 
ay's accidents, warned.

WEATHER
Torrance received .65 inches 

f rain here yesterday and the 
'oatherman says some more 
lay be expected early today. 
He S,ol should be able to get 
hrough the clouds by this after-
con, he said.

FOUR INJURED . . . Mrs. Ola Rhodes, 32, of New Jersey, Is being loaded onto an ambu­ 
lance »t Rolling hills Rd. and Pacific Coast Hwy. following a collision here Wednesday eve­ 
ning. Mrs. Rhodes and her daughter, Samlra, 1, were Injured seriously. Also hurt were 
Roy Rhodes, 36, and Ralph Day, 49, of 24139 "Madison St.

Bandits, Attendant Fire 
12 Shots in Gun Battle

Pool
Outcome of Bond 
Issue To Decide 
Fate of Pool

Whether Torrance i« to have 
a municipal swimming pool, is 
to be left up to the voters to 
decide. ' "

The Torrance City Council re­ 
cently agreed that It would place 
on the. April ballot a bond is­ 
sue, which would provide the 
funds to erect a clty:ownei 
swimming pool. The amount of 
the bond issue has not been de­ 
cided.   _ ' :

"The council has been shop­ 
ping for a swimming pool foY 
several months. They have vis 
ited other cities and have beer/ 
inspecting various (installations 
trying to find a type of pool 
that would be suitable for Tor­ 
rance," City Manager George W. 
Stevens said Friday.

Although no official action haj 
been taken on the matter, It is 
expected that the council will 
set the amount of the bond. Is­ 
sue and then'pass the necessary 
resolution to place the. question 
m the ballot. '
Among the other things to be 

decided '13 the location of the 
pool. It has been proposed that 
the pool be located on a 30-acre 
site which the,city is condemn- 

| ing for a future civic qenter site 
northeast of Torrance Blvd. and 
Madrona Ave.

When two armed bandits who midnight and asked for gas and 
 re later the target for a full oil. After the tank was full one 

of the holdup men pulled a gun 
on Hughes and told him to keo[ 
his hands in his pockets an< 
valk toward the office. Hughes 

hand closed around the butt of 
his gun as he marched toward 
the office. As he entered the 
building he pulled his own gui 
and in movleland style droppec 
behind a stack of oil cans am 
started firing at the bandits.

In true cops and robbers style 
the bandits and the service sta 
tion operator banged away al

lip of bullets, told a North Tor- 
ance, service station operator 
Triday night, "Put your hands 
n your pockets, this is a stick 
p," they certainly picked the 

wrong set of instructions to 
ive 33-year-old Jack Hughes 
10 holdup victim.
Hughes had a .38 calibre pis- 

ol in his pocket. -
The two would-be holdup men, 

ccompanled by a woman who 
iras driving the get-away car, 
ulled' into the Camlno Oil Co. 
:atlon at Redondo Beach and

Crenshaw Blvds. shortly after each other, exchanging at least

DENTAL PROGRAM AIIHCll . . . Dean How I, chairman of the Dental Health Amu., a«w|iU 
a chtM'k for *300 from Joe Does, of the KiwuliU Club. Dr. (i. H. Hotterlwi; on« nf lh« 
parUciutttliiK (iMillsU, InterruuU MH work to wlbmw the donation. The fund* w*r« r»iit«l by 
MM otab'» KUto' Urn, profnm. ' I Herald photo).

12 shots.
Hughes later told Dan Me 

Laync, station manager.
"I just had to fire on those 

guys or you would have thought 
it was an Inside Job."

Smith had come to work only 
two days before the attempted 
robbery. Unknown to his em­ 
ployers, Hughes put the revolver 
in his pocket after he learned 
that another station a short dis­ 
tance from the Camlno location 
had been held up the night be­ 
fore. Ho said he fired on the 
bandits only to protect his job. 
The service station operator told 
police ho thought he may have 
lilt one of the men as they 
jumped Into the car and sped 
trom the scene without obtain-

the license
.ng any money. 

Police checking
number obtained from the sta- 
Ion attendant found it belonged 
,o an auto registered to a 60- 
rear-old Long Beach man who 
vas in bed at the time the offi­ 

cers called.'The police said the 
>late had been removed from 
he Long Beach man's car; la 
act the bolts from the plate, 

holder were still lying on the 
(round beneath the oar.

The car used In the holdup 
was described as a 1051 blue 
'lymouth, similar to one used 
n another station holdup the 
duy before, Hughes said he 
hought he hit the car at least 
.wlce.

St. Anthony Coach Asks 
To Cancel Friday Game

ellation of To u's Fri
iy night football game with St. 

.uthony, winner of the Cat ho 
c League, was hinted y'eater- 
uy by St. Anthony Coach En- 
id Ailx.il alt.ii' Ills team beat 
'unlwell 37-21) to win the league,

A i bull lulil newsmen In Long 
leach that "We'll.- trying tu 
aneel our game with Tnnaiice 
u mil- hoys can get a rest !><  
on- the Oil1' playoffs. We're a 
nelly tired and beat up team

GQP District/ 
Headquarters 
To Open Here

A two-hour workshop of 17th 
Congressional District Republl 
cans will be held here tomor­ 
row night, Nov. 16, In the dis­ 
trict's new headquarters at 1337 
El Prado, it was announced yes­ 
terday, by Russell H. Green Jr., 
chairman of the headquarters 
committee.

The new offices, which are lo­ 
cated in Suite 2 at the El Pra. 
do address, will <be opened to­ 
morrow from 8 p.m. until 10 
p.m. for tho workshop and open 
louse, Green said.
There will be a short meeting 

of the Republican Central Com­ 
mittee members from the 17th 
congressional District during 
the period. Jack Drown, chair­ 
man of the 17th committee, will

reside.
The new headquarters here 

has been established by the Re- 
mblican Central Committee or 
MI Angeles County.

Six-year-old Jerry Crew, who 
was struck by an auto is h« 
daihed acrara Sepulveda Blvd. 
aat Tuesday, remained critical 
esterday, attendants at Harbor 

General Hospital reported.
e medical director's offire 

reported Wednesday afternoon 
that the lad was still uncon­ 
scious following the accident 
more than 24 hours before. At- 

 ncjants yesterday afternoon 
ould buy only that his condl- 
oii wo* the nuini!. They !«  
i»fd tu auy whether the lad 
,i,l regained cuimeluusnena.
Jerry was struck near hit 

nine at 4008 Sepiilvefla Blvd. 
iy an auto driven by Aon Roger 

Koont*, of Manhattan Bunch,


