
"MAYOR'CALL ED'ON

STANDING ON A NKVV 
THRESHOLD is Adrian Swain 
about to open the door to the 
residence built, by the Tor­ 
rance Area Youth Band, Inc.. 
at Sonoma and Elm tvenuc-s,

Instruments, uniforms and 
other expenses of the band. 
Adrian's parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
O. D. Swain, shown at right, 
bought their new home 
through Howard J. Percy,

to raise funds for additional wearing dark hat, and Delbert aid photo)

Vaughn, left, of the Howard 
Realty Co. who donated their 
commission to the band. Mr. 
Swain holds Adrian's twin bro­ 
thers, Oliver and Owen, or 
was It Owen and Oliver. (Her-

Public Hearing on New School 
Budget Is Fixed for August 3

Increase In the assessed valua-'' Principal change In the bud
tlon will enable the Torrance 
unified school district to Btay 
within the $1.65 maximum tUx 
rate this year, Including a man­ 
datory levy of $17,830 requii'ed 
for the State Retirement Fund, 
according to figures compiled! 
by EiruneU W. Ingrum, business 
manager.

This sum includes a general 
reserve fund of $50,000 which Is 
to be available next June 30 to 

-carry the district over until the 
following year's tax collections 
come In.

Tuesday evening, Aug. 8, lias 
^ been set for public hearing on 

the school district preliminary 
budget, following Its adoption 
by the board of education. 
This budget represents minor 
changes from the tentative 
budget adopted June 22, which 
would liuve necessitated u tax 
rate of $1.6086.

get was the Inclusion of the 
$17,830 allowed by the School 
Code, Ingrum explained, to take 
care of the State Retirement 
Fund which will be In effect 
about Sept. 1, and also affects 
all other school districts.

Assessed valuation of the 
school district will he around 
$87,833,780, Including secured 
property and public utilities, 
Ingrum said he learned. In ad­ 
dition, Torrance has S2,373,ir>0 
In unsecured property this 
year, making a grand total 
valuation of $-10,206,030, accord­ 
ing to county figures. This Is 
approximately $ii,000,000 great­ 
er than anticipated. 
The levy In the Torrance 

school district for the new State 
Retirement Fund will be between 
four and five cents per $100 of 
assessed valuation, it was esti­ 
mated.

Free Chest X-Rays Will Be Given 
Next Week by Health Department

Free chest X-rays may be ob-j 
talned by anyone over 15 years 
of age In the Torrance health 
district beginning next Monday 
morning according to the Los 
Angeles County Health Depart­ 
ment.

No ap|M>liitmontn are needed 
as the X-ray Is completed In 
lens than a minute, health of-

'. flclals explained. Purpose of 
the X-rays IH to discover un­ 
known cases of tuberculosis In 
the community with the, aid of 
equipment now available to the 
health department. 
The local service is part of a 

national campaign to X-ray 
every Individual over IB years

(Contnued Page 8-A)

Youth Hand to 
Aid Domtiifiuvz 
Event Saturday

The Torrance Area Youth 
Bund will make its first pub­ 
lic appearance In several 
weeks when U plays in the 
parade at the Donilnguez Fes- 
tlviU Saturday afternoon. Two 
other engagements also have 
been scheduled by Director 
James H. Van Dyke.

The senior band will leave 
the Torrance, Civic auditorium 
at 2:30 p.m. Saturday to pur-' 
tlclpate In the Doming u c z 
event at 4 o'clock.

On Aug. 12 the band will 
play a concert in Bixhy I'ark, 
Long Beach. A concert for 
Torrunae residents will l>e 
given In Torrance City I'ark 
on Sunday, Aug. IB.

'Match Trick 1 
by Youngster 
Causes Blaze

Matches In the hands of a 
four-year-old son caused a fire 
that desroycd drapes, curtains 
and burned an overstuffed chair 
In the apartment of Mis. Agnes 
Traw of 1820 Torrance boule- 
'ard last week.

Mrs. Traw had left her two 
children, Homer 4 and Lonnie 
Lee 8, alone in the apartment 
while she was at work. A baby 
sitter was due In shortly after 
she left.

The mother, warned by police, 
secured the sol vices of a full- 
time watcher after the Incident.

A T T U A (' T S 
THRONGS Heopeniiig of the 
J. J. Nowberry store follow­ 
ing the settlement of a clerk's 
union dispute with chain store

operators in the Hay area 
brought crowds of shoppers to 
the local store to take ad­ 
vantage of sale Items offered 
by the concern during the m-

'hursday. 
Photograph shows part of the 
crowd that filled the aisles of 

the store on opening day 
(HiMaid photo)
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SCHOOLS TO 
MOVE INTO 
NEW OFFICE

Administration offices of tl 
Torrance Unified School Distrli 
will be moved next Thursda 
from Ton unco boulevard to r 
novatcd buildings on Plaza d< 
Amo, It was announced toda> 

The temporary offices on 
Torrance boulevard will t>e 
llnqiilshed and In HO doing .. 
considerable economy will be 
effected for the district, at 
cording to Emmet t Ingrun 
business manager. 
The new offices will be in 

two bungalows formerly use< 
as classrooms, which have boa 
remodeled and which will serv 
until a permanent building cai 
be erccterfl The move will ellrr 
inate completely the office rer 
tal item in future budgets.

Also helng completed on
school property near the new
bungalow offices Is a quon-
set-type fireproof building
which will be the district's
warehouse for the storage of
school supplies.
Materials for the building cos

approximately $500, but It noc
essltated some $2500 in labor t<
erect It, complete with concreti
slab, Ingrum said. The bulldlnf
' i 80 by 125 feet in area, largi
. nough to serve the district foi
some years, it Is estimated.

New 540,000 
Refinery Unit 
Tops Permits

General Petroleum Corp. has
t a contract to the C. F. 

Braun Co. to construct a vac- 
um flash tower and unit to 
ost approximately $40,000, ac- 
ording to building permits Is- 
ued by John Patrick, city build- 
ng inspector.

Also under construction at 
the Torrance refinery Is a $i>0,- 
000 ooke handling and dewa- 
tcrlng facility.

Two other permits totaling 
07,000 were Issued recently by 
he building Inspector. One for 
52,000 was for the construction 
f the Stadium Theater, now 
ell under way at the corner 
f Cravens and Gramorcy ave- 
ues. The second, for $15,000,
vercd the construction of a 

recnhouse at the American 
lant Co. at 24BOO Walnut ave- 
uo.

Forrance Play 
Program Wins 
Chief's Praise

A healthy reduction in juve- 
lie delinquency In Torrance Is 
reditcd by Police Chief John 
ttroh to the city's recreational 
program, since only three cases 
lave come to his attention so 
ar this year as against 33 for 
847.

This statement was made to 
the Torrance Kducatlonal Ad- 
vUory Committee meeting by 
Chief Stroll, who spoke In con- 
lection with the report given

 in the recreational program 
In charge of Couch Oldie Cole.
John Steinbaugh, new high 

;hool principal and Charles E. 
Wallace, new vice principal, were 
ntreduced to the board mem- 
icrs by J. Hen'rlch Hull, school 
uperintendent.
Emmet Ingrum, business man­ 
ger of the district, gave a re 
jort on the progress made In 
he reorlentatlon of the high
 hool stadium.

VlcGuire New 
City Manager 
at Montebello

Thomas F. McGulrc, format
luyor of Torranco, l)us been
ppolnted city manager of Mon
ebcllo, It WHS learned last night
 om Mayor Kobevt C. Capps.
MeOulrc, who resigned appro
iiately a year ago as personnel

manager of the National Supply
Company to enter business in
fJlriidale, will take office Aug. 1

Council Adopts New 
Budget Subject to 
Further Reductions

Calling for a total of $591,939, the City Council voted una­ 
nimously at its meeting Tuesday night to adopt the 1948-49 
budget, subject to possible revisions that may be made when 
he city's new assessed valuation Is learned next month. 
                    * C. T. Rippy, speaking for the 

Torrance Chamber of Commerce, 
said It appeared that all de­ 
partment heads should be com­ 
mended, but asked the council 
to keep in mind that a low tax 
rate would do moie than any­ 
thing else to induce new indus­ 
tries to locate here. 
" "Any further cut! 
be made will be apf

"Smoked Hvantt*
Found'Smoy'

Smoke pouring from a kit 
chen In the Hickory Apart­ 
ments, IfiOO Hickory, promote 
» call to the Torrance ! ' I r 
Department Tuesday after­ 
noon.

Firemen found a pot 
lieaiLs on the stove giving 
off volumes of dense smoke.

Mother and son, discovered 
In tjie bedroom, were takl 
a nap anil were aroused by 
a neighbor attempting to vcn 
tllute the apartment.

William Walker 
Named on Rent 
Advisory Board

William M. Walker, well-know 
oirancc business man, has been 
ppointcd "public Interest reprc- 
entatlve" on the Rent Advisory 
Board No. 15, which serves Lo- 
ilta, Harbor City, Walterla, 
'orrance, Palos Verdes Estates, 
.uwndalo, Monota, Manhattan 
leach, Hermosa Beach and Re- 
ondo Beach.

Tlgho K. Woods, housing ex­ 
pediter, announced the appoint­ 
ment ut 11 meeting Tuesday. 
Wulker succeeds Bronson C. 
liuxton, Torrance realtor, who 
resigned because of other In­ 
terests. The new appointee 
attended Ills first meeting this 
week.

J. Kelly, another Torrance 
esldent, also Is a member of 
le advisory board. Earle K. 
arkhurst of Palos Verdes Es- 
tes, a manufacturer who h;>s 

een a member of the board 
nee It was created, was elected 

halrman of the four-member 
oard, the other member being 
arker D. Hanna Jr., Gardena 
ewspaper editor.

Attendance at 
3lay Areas on 
ncrease Here
Not including parents who 
ive visited playgrounds with 

heir children, figures released 
' Eddie Cole, summertime di- 
ctor of the School-Clty spoil- 

ored program, show that since 
une 21 there have been 11,117 
tilldren who have attended one 
r more of the five local play- 
rounds in the city.

Jourt Reports 
Jash Receipts 

Totaling S2396
From June 1 to and Including 

une 30, 1948, Ihe city court 
f the City of Torrance received 
2,390 net from lines and fees, 
ccoixllng to Judge Otto B. Wll- 
 tt. Of this sum $1,109 are 
eiicrul fund monies, while $1,287 
ume from vehicle violations and 
ins are road fund monies. 
General fund monies were col- 

oclcd from the following casus:
Drunkenness, $349; boulevard 

top, $104; parking and U-tuni, 
HO and miscellaneous criminal 
lolatlon.-i $480.

Hoad fund monies .were de­ 
lved from the following cases: 
irunk driving, $31fi; speeding, 
565 and miscellaneous traffic 
lolations $407.

(hat can 
. elated by

all of us," Ulppy said, "because 
we -have to compete with the 
low tax rate of the Central Man­ 
ufacturing District."

"Your new budget Is Increased 
by $240,000 over last year's, 
which would Indicate that Tor­ 
rance is growing," said Robert 
Plomeit, chairman of the Indus­ 

tries' Tax Committee.
Our commit too recommends 

that the budget as it now stand:- 
adopted but that yon do not 

 set the tax late until llu> new 
assessed valuation is deter 

ned. We believe that the rale 
n be cut and that HIP budget 

will not suffer.
"Torranoe has many special 

jistricts and the taxpayers a 
ntitled to any cuts you c: 
lake."

School Bonds' 
Sale Held Up 
iy Attorneys
Because of a legal technicality, 

ale of the school bonds will en- 
oiinter a 30-day delay, accord- 
ng to Information received by 

:hool officials from the county 
innsel's office.
The legal firm which the conn- 

y engaged to pass on the bonds 
lore they are offered for sale 
.ild not find a precedent where 
unified school district had 

oted bonds before it actually 
ook over operation of the dis- 

is was explained. In the 
instance the bonds weie 

oted on June 4 but actual con- 
of the district was not tak- 
over from Redondo Beach 

Jnified district until July 1. 
A test case will be made of 

:ie Torrance bonds, which will 
erve as a precedent for similar 
ases in the future, it was ox- 
lained.

VOL'NO MAYOR Harry Bur
I on Lewis Jr. has the distinc­ 
tion of being the first mayor 
of Carnation, Texas, at the 
age of 0. Carnation is near 
S e m I n o I e, Texas, and was 
named in honor of Seminolc's 
annual "Carnation Day." May­ 
or Lewis Is a former resident 
of Torrance.

Fire Hazard, 
Weed-Burning 
Warning Given

Kxcoedingly dry conditions 
this summer resulting fron 
shortafL- of rainfall require 
usual care with Incinerator* and 
fire hazards, according to a le 
minder from Fire Chief J. E. 
McMasters.

Careful Inspection should be 
made of homes, hack yards 
when- dry rnbhlsli may have 
accumulated, stores anil even 
iiiiiniifaeliirlnir phinls. Weeds 
should be removed from 
a round fences mill buildings. 
Dim'1, use your Kara if e fur u 
catch-all, warns the   chief. 
Owners of vacant lots arc! re­ 

quired to obtain a fire permit 
from the local fire department 
before burning off their own 

Burning hours are from 
up to 10 a.m. and from 4:30 

II.ID. to sun-down in an approved 
incinerator only.

A permit must be obtained to 
burn at. any other time.'

Reaches for 
Door; Crash!!

Attempting to close the door 
of her coupe while driving near 
207th stieet and Western ave­ 
nue. MJ-S. Betty Marquardt, 27, 
of 2053 Torrance boulevard lost 
control of the car and smashed 
into a tree Tuesday afternoon 
injuring herself and her two- 
year-old daughter, Patricia.

Another' daughter, Rotxrta, 
was unhurt as the car skidded 
300 fee^ Into a field.

Greyhound, Torrance Lines 
Increase Service for Area

Changes in two bus schedule:, announced lbi ; , week Indicated
ocal residents were to benefit cmi.-.ideralily by a step-up In the
Ireyhound service and a re-routing of the Torrance Municipal

is Lines lo Include service to Hollywood Hlvlera.
M. A. Chamberlain, newly-appointed bus superintendent, fin-
unced that effective Monday.*           _-- --

uly 19, the Walleria line would (|m | |IUKKU|{II of pnsNi'iiucrK 
hound lor the more distant 
points of San Diego and San 
rrnnrlsco can he Haded ill Ihe 
lociil depot for the Name fare 
as from Ixis Angeles. 
Huses of the Municipal Linesid ICc

,'Oiild make thief 
ach day.

Increasing the 
buses fur I.OIIK Hi 
dondo Heucli from M In 33 
schedules t'lilly has reduced 
the Interval between the (irey- 
hound runs to ,111 minutes, ac­ 
cording to I,. I.. I'rlnce, Tor- 
ranee, iiici'iit for the Inter-ur­ 
ban line. All of (lie l.onti 
Ileach and San IVdrn runs 
will connect at I.oinlta. 
Prince also pointed out that 

he new schedule provided 20 
nlnute service during the peak 
oad hours In the morning a.i.l 
 vcning' and Included the luldi 
ion of a later bus from Long 

Beach that will leave at 11:30 
p.m. and one from Hcdondo 
Beach hound lor Torrancc lhat 
will leave the beach city at 11 
p.m. Earlier service in the morn- 
Ing for Long Beach and Ban 
Pedio was also added to the 
new schedule, Prince said.

Ill addition to thu xlep up 
In nervlce «f the Greyhound 
l.lncs Ihe local uncut slated

bound for Hollywood 
will leave from the Beai

Riviera 
Drug

depot at 8:615 a.m., 12:15 p.m. 
and 4:40 p.m., and will arrlye 
in the Itivieia area 36 minutes 
later. They will then leave for 
highway 101 and Narbonno live 
line, according to Chamberlain 
of the clly lines.

Fares for the Hivlera run will 
be 10 cents one way, 5 cents 
for children under 12 years. 
Detwccn Hivleia and WuHcrla 
the fare will bo 8 cents, Chain 
bcrlain announced.

No Increase in any of tin 
Greyhound fares was announced 

The Torrunce agent for tin 
Greyhound stated that with lh> 
Increase in the number o! bubc.i 
making connections at the !iea 
con Drug depot, Torrance 
minal for the Greyhound 
the city lines, that ilic numbc 
of buses leaving the local de

Assertions that the mayor. Is 
acting not only contraiy to th(? 
best interests of the city but In 
wilful disregard of the now city 
charter In one Instance Is made 
in a letter addressed to Mayor 
J. Hugh Sherfey Jr.' last night 
by City Attorney C. Douglass 
Smith.

Mentioning the municipal air­ 
port deal and the proposed 
10-cerit levy for parks, music 
and advertising as two speci­ 
fic Instances, Smith said h« 
now wanted to make a public 
record of these Instances In 
which there was either no ac­ 
tion at all or, In the other 
case, action which he asserts 
would be Illegal.

Smith's letter, a copy i.t 
which ho made uhllc, follows: 
. Hugh Sherfey Jr. 

Mayor, City of Torrance
July 21, 1948 

My dear Mayor:
" i the interests of the tax­ 

payers of the city of Torrance, 
consider .it my duty as the 

ty's legal advisor to call to 
your attention as head of the 
City Council certain pioceduros 
n the conduct of the city gov- 
Jinment for which I firmly be- 
ieve there Is no proper legal 

authority and which will ultl- 
iiately reflect on yourself.

Because these procedure* Ifl. 
volve the expenditure of Ihe 
taxpayers' money and prolia- 
bly will result In taxpayers' 
suits against the city, I now 
want to make a matter of 
public record the oral opln- 
Ions and warnings I have pre­ 
viously given you. 

I would consider myself negli­ 
gent in the discharge of my du- 

to the city if I did not 
 all your attention to these ad- 
nonltlons which you have so 
conveniently embalmed and laid 
iway.

First there Is the matter of 
the city airport. This is not 
primarily an instance of a 
questionable action but a case 
of no action at all to cnluuice 
Its Income to the city. Here 
Is a facility which In this lUr 

Is conceivably worth $11,- 
000,000 the United States gov- 

 miicnt alone Invested $1,500,- 
000 in It.
Heretofore I have received tele- 
hone calls fiom War Assets 

Administration attorneys asking 
hat was delaying the recording 

T the instrument by which 
Itle was transferred to the city. 

rtajnly this city's officials did
(Conlln on Pane 6-A)

Price increase 
Follows Wage 
Joost in Steel

New -higher--prices for fin- 
;hed steel products, quoted 
F.O.B. Torrance," became effeo- 

yesterday with an announce- 
t by the United States Steel 

oiporatlon.The increase approx- 
mated O.fl percent. 

The company also announced 
hat delivered prices reflecting 
ctual transportation charges to 
lestinalion would be quoted to 

:omcrs upon application, 
le new prices as quoted this 
k apply to carload lots. New 
c e s likewise were set for 

tec! products available at the 
ompany's Pittsburgh and Gene­ 

va plants.
Last Friday "Big Steel" granted 
ts employes a B percent wage 
decease.

Propose City 
Rubbish Law

The collection, storage and re- 
uoval of combustible rubbish in 

City of Torrance will be 
emulated by ordinance If the 

City Council adopts a mcaiure 
low being prepared by City At­ 
torney C. Douglas* Smith.

Purpobc of the ordinance is 
to require proper storage con­ 
tainers for such rubbish until 
uch time an the collection truck 

makes Its rounds. The fire haz­ 
ard also Is being considered, ac­ 
cording to George Stevens, city 
administrator.


