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SEA OF FACES . . . Ross Mayfield (left), bank teller,
als in attempt to

fie'd is Paul Creighton, cashier, (st
Police Department.—Herald Photo.

Nation - Wide Se

as FBI Hunts Red-Haired
Bank of America Bandit

More than a dnmn red-haired suspects have been questioned by. local police and FBI

agents during the ‘last week in an attempt to gun down the b
America, last Thursday .morning. 2

The search, now nationwide, was instigated by the FBI after Ross Mayfield, teller, furn:
ished the federal men and local officers with a description of the bandit who demanded

searches through file after file of known erimin-
identify bandit whorobbed Bank of America of $2500 last Thursday. With May-
ding) and Detective . Captain Ernie Ashton ‘of the Torrance

arch on

andit who robbed the Bank of

$2500  from the' teller's cash¥
drawer at 11:30 a.m. last Thurs.
day.

The lone dapper réd-haired

One-Day Drive

+ stated

handit approached Mayfield's
window and asked:

“Do you cash checks?”
Mayfield replied, “Yes I do.”
The bandit then slid the ‘teller

a slip of paper which read:

“Do not move or Il kil
you. Give me all your money.”

Though he did not expose a
gun he indicated he had a wea-
pen by reaching inside his coat.
Mayfield - began  scooping up
his money to put into a paper
hagewhich the bandit handed to
hini. The telley was putting $100
and $500 bills in the sack when
the bandit told him: &

“dot. the big stuff.

An gstimated $3000 in big bills
w5 left behind, bank officials
ela'ny

cording to -a reconstruction
of the crime by Police Chief
John Stroh, the bandit calmly
left the window, walked out the
door into the parking lot to the
north of the Bank and climbed
into a blue and grey 1941 Mer-
cury as the waiting driven sped
to a get-away.

The handit performed the
robbery In such a quiet and
workmanlike manner that none
of the midday crowd was
aware of the crime. 1
Dean L. Sears, manager of the
hranch at 1330 Sartori . avenue,

that an audit revealed
the missing sum-to be an even
$2500. £

Detective Captain Ernie Ash.
_{on of the Torrance .Police De:
partment has been' unsucecessful
in, his attempts to ‘get a “That's
him!" from Mayfield who has
looked at thousands of pictures
of known criminals.

The bandit was described as
haying red-hair, about five-feet
nine-inches tall, weighing about
150 pounds, and wearing a light
brown sports coat and non:

For Members
Set by C of C

Starting - at . breakfast time
with ham and eggs, the Cham-
ber of Commerce will hold its |
annual One-day Membership
Drive on Monday, April 11, ac- .
cording to Charles V. dJones,
president. 5

Jones has asked all members
of the chamber to a special
pre-campaign. meating  to be
held in the Chamber's offices
at 4 pm. today. .

Five-Way-Crash
Injures Driver

0f Panel Truck

" A truck driver was hurt
last Thursday afternoon when
his panel truck went out of
control, skidded broadside,
overturned, and smashed Into
a - Studebaker, which hit a
Ford, which hit. a Willys,
which hit a Jeep in .front of
the construction warehouse of
the Edison Company on Tor-
rance boulevard,

The injured driver, according
to California Highway Patrol-
man K. B, Hays, was Everett
L. Wood, 35, of 8716 West 104
street, '

He was taken by Sullivan's
Ambulance to the Harbor Gen:
eral Hospital where he was
treated for major injuries, the
officer said. :

The accident occurred at 5431
Torrance boulevard where Edison
Company workers had parked
their cars. There was no one in

matching trousers.

any of’ the four parked cars.

will he the honored guest at

the club's fivst set of officers,
Duo to speak before the other
mbers of the club and their

y, and C. B, Walls,

TOASTMASTERS FOUNDER
TO BE GUEST OF HONOR

Ralph C. Smedley, founder of Toastmasters International

the charter party of the local

chapter Monday night at the Hollywood Riviera Country Club,
according to Tweed dJolly, president.
Clement B, Penrose, Governor of District One, will install
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Labor Attorney
Will Address
Area Employers

Attorney Joseph Scott, of
Los- . Angeles, noted authority
on labor-employer relations,
will address a meeting of-em-
ployers of the Harbor Area in
Torrance Civic Auditorium to-
night at 8 o'clock,

Two Lovelies Tie
For Queen Race
Bonus Points

Contrary to most other
races, the Torrance Queen
race started in a dead heat
Tor first place! =
Bunky Quaggin, 17-year-old
Torrance High 8School ' cheer
ledtler, and Jerry Specht, 20-year
old telephone operator, dropped
their entry blanks throu‘gh the
mall slot last Thursday at éxact-
ly 5:01 to tie for the 100 bonus
points offered to the first girl
to enter the contest.
Close on the Reels of the 4wo
girls came the third contestant
in the Junior, Woman's Club
sponsored . contest—Della Cooper,
& '16-year-old. sophomore at Tor-
rance High School.
. Entry deadline for aspirants
for the Crown of Queen and a
share in the $700 in prizes be-
ing divided among the various
contestants, is April 18,
Other girls in the community
who may wish to enter are ad-
vised to contact Mrs. Ethel
Richardson, chairman of the ¢on-

The meeting has been .called
by the Harbor Area Employers’
Council, consisting 'of business
men who have banded together
for the purpose of = handlipg.
 labor negoliations.

The labor situation in the Har-
bor Area will be reviewed by
James M. Nicoson, labor rela-
tions~counsellor who represents
the Hatbor Area Employers'
Council, and an important an-
nouncement on the. present
status will be made, it was. re:
vealed by members of the Board
of Directors of the Council.

There will be an opportunity
for those attending the meeting
to- ask questions regarding the
vital situation, and.a suggested
program for meeting any labor
relations  problem will be dis-
cussed, according to Frank 8,
Selover, executive secretary of
the Employers' Council.

“It is of importance to every
employer and business proper-
ty owner in the Harbor Area
to attend this meeting, or to
send a répresentative with au-
thority to take such steps as
are felt necessary at the time
to protect the Interests of the
employer and property oWner,”
Selover said, Due to the confi-
dential nature of the meeting,
there will he registration at
the door, he said.

The Council, recently incorpor-
‘ated, ‘has opened its permanent
office at 1524 Cravens avenue,

(Continued on Page 10)

(Continued on Page 3)

A'ddiﬁdn to Cost
7-$8 Million

General Petroleum Corporation will spend between seven
million and eight million dollars within the next two years to
expand its Torrance Refinery, R. L. Minckler, president of the
corporution said last Thnrsduy'u

The president revealed the cnmpﬂnyn‘ pians In an exclu-

Eli Lubin

INDENTIFIED , . . Eli Lubin,
gambling  czar's  henchman,’
awaits trial on charge of beat-
ing Harry Carr during Harbor
area Retail Clerk's Union Strike
last May. :

Bail

Set At $5000

HASKELL TIDWELL 4 + Vbt

elerks' union was involve:

Carr was beaten by two

bor dispute ‘at time Hamy Ms
"tr-ugh, ui

1

i}

give interview with a represen- *
tative of this paper, but stated
he was unable to estimate the
increased employment that the
expansion weuld bring about.

Completion of the Texas pipe
iine to Southern California -and

*

Postal Receipts
Show Increase

the increased demand. for diesel
fuel makes it imperative for the
corporation to increase its heavy
oil-refining equipment, -he said.

The expansion move would in-
crease the material size of the
$36,000,000 plant about one-fourth
its present size. It is not anti-
cipated, however, ‘that any addi-
tional land other than thatal-
ready fenced would be required
to provide space for the new
addition,

The plant handles, approxi-
mately 100,000 barrels. of .crude
oil daily. g

Indicating a 'jump. in :postal
receipts. of '16-percent over last
year Acting Postmaster Louis
H. Deininger, revealed this week
that grbss receipts for the first
quarter of this year'were $34,089.

During the first thrée months
of 1948 the ‘local post ' office
handled $29,374.93 — gross re-
ceipts.

March this year showed a hike
.lover a year ago of $237512
Total receipts for March, 1949,
were $12836.10, according to
Deininger. 3 .

Fil Lubin, identified as the thug who best-up. Harry M.
Carr, Harbor Area clvic leader last May, was arraigned in &
San Pedro Municipal Court yesterday om a felony charge
of “Assault by means of force, likely to do great bodily in-
Jury” : x
He appeared befere Judge

Vernon, W. Hunt, who set the

prelininary. hearing for 10 am,

April 14, Bail was fixed at $5000.

By late 'yesterday afternoon he

had not posted that amount.

Samuel Rummel, attorney, re-

presented Lubin, The lawyer also

represented Mickey Cohen, gam-
bling czar, during the recent

behalt of the membership of the
clerk’s uniop,” Tidwell sald.
“The beating up of Harry Carry
who is an elderly gentleman, is
a disgrace, Sure, we are having
an argument with him about the

but Harry has been a personal
friend of mine for a good many =

e years."
gz:my Grand Jury investiga. Informed of Tidwell's offer,
i Carr said: e '

The complaint, signed by Carr,
charges that the reported hench-
man of gambler Mickey Cohen,
was one of two men who
and d him in an

“Y am sorry but I cannot be
complimented by Mr, Tidwell's
gesture. I can’t seem to plage -
any confidence in the halo Mr,

Minckler said that no details
ave available on the contemplat-
ed ¢@xpangion-bgcause nothing
definite had been decided upon
by the company other than they
would spend seven or eight mil-
lion to increage the output of
the local refinery -by 1951,

VETERAN'S
COUNSELOR
RESIGNS

Serving as counselor at the
veteran's Service Center in Tor-
rance since 1945, J, G, Caldwell,
22120 Moneta avenue, announce-
ed his retirement this week,

Well known to thousands of
veterahs in this area, the local
man has been the center's only
counselor, He opened the office
in October of 1945,

Succeeding him ig Mrs. Helen
K. Dill, who has been employed
at the local office at 1339 Post
Avenue

Stores to Obser\;e ‘
Good Friday with
Three-Hour Closing

Most all local retail stores will
remain closed from 12:3 p.m. on
Good Friday, April 15, accord-
ing to Paul Diamond, president
of the Retail Merchants Division
of the Torrance Chamber of
Commerce,

surer, Delbert Vaughn, deputy
governor; and Ray Staver, ser-
geant-at-arms,

Among

those who spoke at

Baldwin will act as toast-

1 while Luther Mumford
i divect the Table Topic dis:
ns,

last week's meeting in adgitlon
to fivst place winner Lester Fos:
ter were: J. G. Caldwell, Gerald
v Burkholder will be the Alter, M. C, Hunt, and Bill

tic, The grammarian I8 | Bvans,
ks, : : Vie Chatten was the Toastmas.

+ who will be installed ter while  Delbert Vaughn

mweed Jolly, president) %
Tweed Jolly, | sefved as Toplc Master with

1ohaeffer, viee-president;
Watkins, secretary-trea: | Tweed dolly as Chlef Critle,

STEERING 'GEAR FAILS . . . Everett L. Wood, driver of over-
turned panel truck, reseived major injuries when the steering gear

Torance boulevaid last Thursday.:

33

snapped, sending the truck :rnh"‘? i'l‘fio}’)?w parked cars on
rald Photo,

Tidwell has suddenly placed up-
on his head. It seems to me that
if the Retail Clerks' union wants
to offer a reward from theie
treasury it should be done by
a vote of the membership and
not by one man whose autogra
tic attitude I feel is responsible
for the whole: deplorable situas .
tion in the harbor area.” B
If a conviction Is ined

against Lubin it will make
Carr eligible for the ]
which ls reported to be b
in effect.s

Lubin, said to be a hen
of gambling czar Mickey
was arrested March 24 In P
nix at the point of a mi
gun and is currently in jail in
Los Angeles. jis

. g
Carr made the' ldomtﬂ;-”- o
g &

attack prompted by his interest
in the Harbor Area labor fight.
At the time, Carr was chair.
man of the San Pedro Civic Bet-
terment Committee, and as such
took an active part in opposing
the leadership of Haskell Tid-
well in the Retail Clerk's Union
No. 905, AF.L. L

The union, of which Haskell
Tidwell was and Is' secretary
is composed of clerks em-
ployed in stores in Torrance,
Lomita, Gardena, Wilmington,
Harbor City, and San Pedro.
Tidwell, reported to be in San
Diego, at the time of the attack,
the fourth to be levied against in-
dividuals In disputes with Tid-
well, offered a $1000 reward for
the capture of the hoods who at-
tacked the San Pedro civic leader
and realtor,
“I am offering the reward in

DATES TO

of the mobster after '
(Continued on Page 3)

5
FEBRUARY 1, 1946.—Hillman Lee, manager of the Torranes
store of the J. C. Penney Company, civic leader, soclal
worker, and local church leader , , , was attacked by three
men wielding blackjacks and beaten to insensibility-as ha
left the rear of the store in broad daylight. Mr. Lee owes Ay
his lifé to prompt medical attention, These thugs are still
at large: e A
AT THE SAME TIME—Haskell Tidwell's strong-arm:boy
Morgan was walking a picket line in front of Penney's
+ store, The store had been struck. The store 1s now cloged
forever, The company no longer wished to endanger the -
lives of their employees, . A

:

MARCH 6, 19048—Bill Grace, San Pedro candy maker,

youth leader, owner, and operator of Grace's Candy Shop = =
. was called from his basketball coaching Job by a faka =

message that his wife was gravely ill, Rushing' to his car
Juyst outside of the San Pedro YMCA, two big brulsers
jerked him from the car and administered Grace a severe
beating. Only cries for help and the approach of a lighted
car saved him from possible permanent injuries, Thess
thugs are still at large, = iz
AT THE SAME TIMEBill Grace was a member of the
Labor Relations Committee of San Pedro Business Men,
Associated, which was attempting to negotiate a contract
with Haskell Tidwell that would save the present stores in
' the area and bring about the re.opening of those whigh
had been forced to close, X

f

APRIL 30, 1048 W. K. Verbeckmose, manager of a market ]
in 8an Pedro, member of long standing in Tidwell's clerks

(Continued on Pags 3)

present retail clerks situation, ° -



