
Young and Old Make the Most of'City's Unprecedented Snowfall

b'N

WELL LOOK WHO'S HERE . . . One of the "finf itubby 
little gentleman made his appearance in Torrance Monday 
evening was this fellow having his pipe lighted by Louit Lisoni 
Sr. The little man made an overnight visit to the Lisoni resi­ 
dence at 1732 Martins avenue. Mn. Lisoni,and Billy Floyd, a. 
neighbor, helped make the red-nosed gentleman comfortable. In

Ermine-Robed City 
Becomes Fairyland 
for Two Long Days

tecond photo, from left "Brad" Bradbury, 21325 South Har­ 
vard, Gail Cox and Bill Spangler, neighbors of Bradbury, frolic 
in the snow for the benefit of the photographer after a bath­ 
ing beauty got cold feet and failed to appear. The two 
little fellows were guests at the Bradbury home at the Harvard 

affordedboulevard addren. Treatment only a ling wai re­

ceived by the portly effigy in the photo third from left, who 
it wearing dad'l (Burr Lode it. of 1404 Crenihaw boulevard) 
favorite fedora and drawing on hit belt pipe. The skeleton- 
leit chap is perched on the lawn of the Loclces and was made 
by (left to right) Mary and Kathryn Schott, -neighbors of 
Nancy Lode, on right. Strictly ""torrance" was the be­

spectacled character in the ph6to at extreme right, who '« 
wearing a Factory Frolic cap. Standing nearly five feet high, 
he is the product of the workmanship of Jerry and Charles Codd, 
1406 West 220th street, on whose front lawn he wai poised. 
All scenes were photographed during Monday night's unprece­ 
dented snow flurries. Herald Photos.

Ermine-coated Torrance, an- 
Icicle-bejeweled Cinderella city, 
ihook its head today as If wak­ 
ing from a dream and like the 
story-book character prepared to 
return to the hum-drum of a 
more normal California climate 
after living for two days in a 
fairyland of white.

The event, which will go
down In the city's history as

. the "snow scene," will be well-
recorded for posterity the
community was the target of
the greatest number of picture-.
takers ever seen. Camera shops
and drug stores reported film
was In greater demand than
tickets to the Bose Bowl.,
Officially reported as' 1.25

.Inches of precipitation, the "Big
4Jn6w of 1949", wrought many

"'changes in the lives of local
citizens during its two-day visit.

The population of the city
jumped suddenly about 25 per
cent as many householders called
the Torrance Herald to report
they had a visitor who thrived
much better outdoors than in.

Snowmen were as common as 
Christmas trees on the lawns 
of hundreds of JTorrance homes 
 especially those with children. 

One of the robust characters 
who was strictly Torrance was 
wearing a Factory Frolic cap.

Boiling Hills became The 
. Skiing Hills as hundreds 

braved the chill winds to thrill 

(Continued on P>g> »)

Temperatures - 
on Toboggan!

Official reports on the week's 
weather were as follows: 
Jan. Max. Mini Rain Snow

5 61 27
6 7« 29
7 67 3ft 

-• •» Bl 37
S7 0.25
SO .0310

11 49 28 1.00 .45
12- 32 
The storm brought the rain­ 

fall for the season to 3.57 
Inches as compared to, 1.77 for 
a year ago.

Appeals Heeded .

Sister Kenny Polio Treatment 
Continued at Harbor Hospital

Denial that Sister Kenny treats the parents of some 70 boys
merits for polio, patients are 
being discontinued at Harbor 
General Hospital was made thin 
week by J. E. Smits, hospital 
director. Confusion has followed 
the notification given families 
of patients being cared for at 
the hospital that private facili­ 
ties rfow arc available.

"We have Sister Kenny tech­ 
nicians here who will continue 
treatments to patients who can­ 
not be discharged," Smits said. 
"However, the hospital has ur­ 
gent need for the wards origin­ 
ally set aside for tho polio 
emergency and we hope to have 
one ward cleared shortly." ,

Ann Louise Murray of Wai. 
terla was one nf the patients 
who got a "Christmas pre­ 
sent" In the form of a re­ 
lease from the polio ward. 
Thin week she war* permitted 
to resume school work. Other 
children have been released 

  to private Institutions, where 
parents are . financially ' able 
to arrange It.
But while all womed peace­ 

ful at the middle of (he week,

Eight Named 
to Planning 
Commission

Appointments to the City 
Planning Commission for one, 
two. and three-year terms were 
made by the Torrance City 
Council Tuesday night.

Appointees for three-year 
terms are Merton Gilbert, n. S. 
Wl)Hcoinb and Charles T. Hippy. 

Two-year terms were di'nltf- 
natttliJIttr Hubert 3. Delnlngcr, 
Comm. Byron Johnson and A. 
p, Ulaiinl, who was designated 
tu prtwldeiit. One-year appoin­ 
tee* are John Sulm and W. A. 
Pelker.
John Patrick was designated 

ai? secretary mid Jjulvvm- Ham 
man assistant uecrt-Ury.

and,'girls gathered at the hos­ 
pital auditorium Sunday to pro­ 
test any effort to discontinue 
Sister Kenny treatments as re­ 
portedly planned by Los Ange­ 
les county hospital officials.

Smits ..assured 'he group at 
that time thautio child would 
be moved without the consent 
of his parents. Praise for the 
work of the Kenny technicians 
was voiced repeatedly at the 
meeting.
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Torrance Man 
Hurt as Blast 
Rocks Locality

Concussion from the explos­ 
ion of two 35,000-galIqn tanks 
of high test gasoline was felt 
In Torrance at 5 p.m. Tuesday, 
after a bolt of lightning from   
a snow-laden sky hod struck 
the Union Oil Company's Wil- 
mlngton refinery.

Bverett Briskln, 1523 West 
214th street, Torrance, who 
was loading gasoline a half- 
mile away, was thrown off a 
platform and sustained a 
broken leg. He was the only 
casualty, however.

The gasoline wn» being al­ 
lowed to' burn Itself out and 
was still burning Wednesday 
afternoon. Damage was esti­ 
mated at 1350,000.

Railway Eager 
To Cooperate, 
Says Attorney .

Santa Fe Railway officials arc 
eager to further in every way 
the sound development of the 
city of Torrance, according to a 
letter received by Mayor J. 
Hugh Sherfey Jr. *

Referring to "your deslra to 
bring about a residential devel­ 
opment in the western section 
of the city, I feel confident that 
you will find officials of both 
the railway company and the 
CCMO are not merely interested 
but eager to further It In every 
way," the letter signed by its 
general counsel said.

Santa Fe officials Indicated 
they wanted to meet with oily 
officials to discuss the new or­ 
dinance regulating operation of 
their trains in the city.

Water District 
Will Up Rates 
In July, 1950

On July -1,' 1950, a year and 
one-half hence, the rate for na­ 
tural Colorado river water de­ 
livered to Torrance, Lomita and 
constituent areas by the Metro­ 
politan Water District of South­ 
ern California will be Increased 
to $10 from' $8 per acre foot. 

The rate for softened .and 
filtered Colorado river water 
which Torrance receives, will 
be Increased to $20 from $18 
per acre foot.
Action to authorize the rate* 

increase was taken by the Dis­ 
trict Board of Directors. Several 
months ago the Board author-

W. H. Stenger, superintend­ 
ent of the Torrance Water De­ 
partment, said he had received 
no -official notice of the In­ 
crease yet this week. The only 
alternative, he added, will be 
for the city to Increase its 
rate*.

ized an Increased rate for sof­ 
tened and filtered water to $18 
from $15 per acre foot. All of 
the District cities and areas lo­ 
cated in Los Angeles and Or­ 
ange counties receive softened 
and filtered water. ;

The Increased water rate au­ 
thorized by the District Board 

^of Directors was made on the 
" recommendation of General 

Manager and Chief Engineer 
Julian Hinds. An acre foot of 
water. Hinds pointed out. Is 
equal to 326,000 gallons. He 
also stated that the $20 rate, 
which Is to be effective a year 
and a halt hence, will amount 
to a rote of about four and 
one-half cents per 100 cubic 
feet. .
The District delivers water 

wholesale to Its constituent areas 
and they, In turn, distribute the 
water to their consumers.

"HERALD" VISITOR—Supervisor Ray V. Darby paid a visit to 
the Herald's new home last week as this community's rcpre*w 
senfative. on the County Board of Supervisors.—Herald Photo.

New Ordinance 
on Truffle Now 
Ell ^ctlve Here

All night auto parkin*; on the 
streets of Torrance now Is 
prohibited under the provisions 
of a new traffic ordinance 
adopted at Tuesday night's 
City Council meeting.

Specifically, the new ordi­ 
nance prohibits parking be­ 
tween •) and 5 a.m. when th« 
utrmtis of the city are droned, 
and th« law Is effective Imme­ 
diately, »ays Police Chief John 
Stroh.

Signs giving notice of vari­ 
ous other parking regulations 
have been posted on the 
HtreeU for several w««kn. They 
are now effective, since the 
ordinance contains an emer­ 
gency clause.

MONKTA PAVING JOB
C. E. Arnold, county sur­ 

veyor, has recommended that 
the Board of Supervisors award 
a contract for paving Moneta 
avenue In th« East Tor ran 
area to the Triangle Contract- 
Ing Company, Laguna Beach, 
whone bid of $8520 for the Job 
w«s loweat received.

mond, : new -president of the 
Retail Merchants Division of 
the Torranee Chamber of Com­ 
merce.

Retail Group 
Puts Diamond 
In as Leader

Paul Diamond, proprietor of 
the Gay Shop, was elected prcsi 
dent of the Retail Merchants 
division of the Torrance Cham­ 
ber of Commerce, at a meeting 
of the new board of directors 
Tuesday, .

1. H. Pager of the 1. J. 
Newberry Company wai 
named vice president and 
Blame Walker of the Chamber 
will serve as  ecretary-tTeev 
lurer.
The five other members of the 

Retail division's board of direct­ 
ors, elected by popular vote on 
Monday, are Harry Petro of 
McCown Drug; H. J, Gllmora 
of A-l Photo Service, Paul Jac 
ob» of Chaney'g Department 
Store; Harry Abramson of Na 
tlonal Home Appliance, and 
Herb Cohn, of Torrance Men's 
Shop.

Stevens Made 
City Manager 
As of Jan. 1

George Stevens today became 
Torrance's first city manager un­ 
der the' new amendment to the 
city charter approved late last 
reek by the State Legislature. 

Stevens was formally ap­ 
pointed at Tuesday night's. 
council meeting, on motion of 
Councilman AI Jackson, to be 
effective as of Jan. 1. The 
vote was unanimous, following 
a second by Councilman Nick 
Drale.
Salary of $10,000 annually was 

provided in Jackson's motion, to 
compensate for the added duties 
and responsibilities that the i 
position carries with it.

Stevens had the title of city 
administrator until last July 27, 
when he was given the title of 
city engineer, at the same 
salary, until such time as the 
charter amendment adopted by 
the voters last spring should be 
ratified by the Legislature.

SPEAKER —Charles McKeand, 
director of public relations for 
the Merchants and Manufactur­ 
ers Association, who will be 
moderator at the Torrance Man­ 
agement Club dinner on Jan. 24. 

(Story on Page 3)

FIRST MAN BORN HERE 
NOW LIVES IN TUJUNGA

The first child born in the City of Torrance was located 
this week, after having practically dropped from sight for 
38- years! To be exact, he located himself through a cordial 
letter to the Torrance Chamber of Commerce.

He is Edward J. "Torrance" Guill, recently returned from 
six years of Atmy. duty. He was commanding officer of a 
photo unit of a bomb group and now Is -associated with the 
Technicolor Motion Picture Corporation.

Excerpts from his letter follow:
"I lay claim to the distinction of being the* first child 

born In the incorporated City of Torrance. At the request 
of the newly-formed Chamber of Commerce, I was christened 
John Edward Torrance Guill, born Feb. 22, 1913. The first 
girl born In the city was Mary Brown, born July 4, 1913, 
and as a result we were both called "patriotic babies."

"Haying returned from six years Army duty, I am curious 
to know just how my home town has grown. I was a member 
of the Atom Bombing Squadron, and as a photographer was 
privileged to photograph the Bikini Atom Bomb tests, be­ 
coming » commanding officer of a photo unit of the 509th 
Bomb Group.

"I am now resuming civilian life, however, and my asso­ 
ciation with the Technicolor Motion Picture Corpoiation. ,1 
would appreciate very much some information about your 
city's development."

CENSUS SHOWS 
17,100 PEOPLE 
RESIDING HERE

Preliminary figure) on th« 
pedal census completed late 
yesterday show a total of 17,100 
lersons now living within the 
Wy limits of Torrance.

This Is an Increase of nearly 
4000 since the last special 
census two years ago, It wo« 
pointed out by George Stevens, 
city manager, When the offi­ 
cial count was 13,160. The 1940 
count was 9950V 
Stevens emphasized that the 

new figure is only preliminary, 
and subject to changes that may 
be necessitated in re-checking.

"This has been a rapid and 
efficient job,"' Stevens said, In 
commenting on the work now 
being double-checked by Ed­ 
ward C. Domacher, special oen- 
sus supervisor, and his staff. 
Another census of the city will 

be started one year hence, and 
several thousand new homes will 
>e completed and occupied by 
.hat time, Stevens pointed out. ' 

Torrance now has 6652 regis­ 
tered voters, as compared with 
7745 persons eligible to vote at 
the November general election, 
according to figures released thin 
week by County Registrar of 
Voters Ben Kite.

.GONE WITH THE SUN . . . Was the mow and the date that Torrance experienced Iti first 
snowstorm. The date never returned, however the mow did for the second day. Carol Let Malloy 
of 2246 Domln9uei street itands on « fallen fence which served ai her writing lUte.—Herald 
Photo, - .

Santa Fe Land 
Considered in " 
School Plans

ivp actes of land now owmtf . 
by the Santa Fe Railroad 
across Plaza del Amo from the 
present high school site are be­ 
ing considered as a possible ad­ 
dition to the local school plant; 
it was disclosed this week by 
the Board of Education.

The acquisition U merely 
being coriNldnred, gupt. J. H. 
Hull mid In bringing the nut­ 
ter before the board, and al­ 
though deelrabht In some 
ways It hM ttto big disad­ 
vantage of being acroM the 
street. This would perhaps 
necessitate the construction 
of an underpass at some tune, 
and would be costly, Hull 
said.
Tho matter cams up hi dl«- 

.Mission of the master plan for 
the ultimate development at the

(Contlnuitf on P«(i *)

Medical Kit 
Stolen, Found, 
But Not Dope

Dope valued at approximately 
$100 was missing from the re­ 
covered medical kit which was 
stolen from the automobile of 
Dr. Eugene I,. Cook last week, 
according to Torranue police re- 
jiorls.

Tlie kit, found under a piUnof 
lumber at the Bite of the) new 
construction work at the Tor 
ranci- Memorial Hospital, oon- 
I allied all the other medical 
equipment In the case, the polio* 
 aid.


