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Traffic Accidents on Yule Holidays Make Grim Plea for Safe New Year

if*

MERRY CHRISTMAS? . . . Gasoline, rain, and.alcohol were 
The ingredients of a holiday cocktail served to nine persons 
Who were injured in a series of 12 Yuletide crashes in the city 
during lart weekend. Pictured above are four of the pain-

Twelve Accidents 
Mat Yule Holiday 
in Tor ranee Area

Twelve accidents bringing injuries to, nine persons marked 
the toll of Christmas holiday traffic crashes, according to Tor- 
ranee Police Chief John Stroh. Cause of the accidents was 
blamed on driving while drinking, speeding and wet, slippery 
highways. Police arrested three drivers, and charged them with 
drunk driving while another four*-               -   
persons were arrested for be­ 
ing drunk in an auto. 

.. Those injured Included:
Shlrley Joyce .Coleman, 26 

yearn, .P.O. Box 177, Torrance. 
Charlie Artls Young, 25 

yean, of Brea,
John Franklin Morris, 18 

yean, 1402 West 218th street 
Dale . Page), 19 ye*rs, 716 

Portola avenue.
Hugh Mantford Theurer, It 

year*, of Inglewood. 
WIlHam Franklin Smith, 41

yean of Inglewood
Ftoyd Robert San* of Comp- 

ton. '
William Evang rhonuM, 24

years, 2115 Gramercy avenue.
"I wish It were possible for

all motorists, and especially

Drunk Driving 
Record In L. A.

Drunk driving In Los- 
Angeles reached a new high 

1 over the Christmas week­ 
end, when Deputy City At­ 
torney Perry Thomas Issued. 
139 complaints during the 
period.

Another 27 complaints 
were Issued In branch city 
halls at San Pedro, West 
Los Angeles and Van Nuys.

those who wffl be drinking and 
driving during the New Year 
weekend,, to ride in our prowl 
cars and see the results of care­ 
lessness, speed and drunk driv-

(Contlhutd on Pagi 7)

mother of the first baby born 
In Torrance In 1949.

James Yeltema, proprietor, 
In making/the announcement 
of the New Year's gift, has­ 
tened to add:

"And of course a suitable 
bouquet for the new baby."

South Border 
Avenue Will 
Be Resurfaced

Re-surfacing of Border avenue 
between Torrance boulevard and 
Plaza DeJ Amo is scheduled to 
begin the first week In January, 
following the opening of bids 
last night by the City Council. 

Border avenue serves a num­ 
ber of industrial firms, and the 
street has been in serious need 
of improvement for some time. 

The Council at It* last meet­ 
ing awarded the contract for 
re-surfacing Border avenue be­ 
tween Torrance boulevard and 
Arlington avenue to the Grif­ 
fith Company.

GRIM DISCOVERX The body of William Rea. found Christ­ 
mas morning in his small shop on Ocean avenue, was discov­ 
ered by a neighbor who entered the building to extend Yule- 
tide greetings. Sheriff's deputies >aid R«a had Uk«n his own 
lift Cnmtmas «v«. Htrold photo,  

packages minus red ribbons and cellophane that brought no joy 
to their drivers and passengers. At left a gaping hole in the 
roof 'of a light car and shattered windows indicates the violence 
of the crash in which two were injured. In second photo from,,

left * car was rammed amidships and two occupants had to be 
treated for injuries and flying glass. Photo third from left 
shows damage to car,in which two were hurt after another auto 
crashed head-on into a holiday couple. Wet streets were

blamed by the driver of the car (extreme right) who turned 
over several times on Torrance boulevard Sunday night- Herald 
photos.
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Note Divulges 
Man's Reason 
for His Suicide

While- families throughout the 
city, were joyously 'decorating 
trees on Christmas eve, William 
W. Rea, father of three children, 
hung himself In a workshop at 
Ocean and Normandie avenues, 
according to sheriff's deputies.

Near the body, scribbled on a 
sheet of gay wrapping paper, 
deputies found a note:

"Last Will and testament. 
Dec. 24-25, 1948. Please divide 
'any remains of my estate af­ 
ter the creditors are paid be­ 
tween my children share and 
share alike. Am living at 2412 
Sllverstrand, Hermosa Beach. 
Wife of age or out of school. 
My wife, Ruth B., to receive 
nothing: (NOTHING) from any 
of my estate except payment 
on a monthly basis of three 
(S) quarts of wine per week. 

Thank you, Pat, Judy, and 
- especially "Candy" for the few 

years of happiness I have ever 
had. Bad "Cess" to Frank 
Luhy, 1st Trust and Savings 
QiMk of ZanesvlUe, Ohio and 
to my wife, Ruth B. The two

(Continued P«ge 7)

Deed lor New 
MilJSiteis 
Now Recorded

Columbia Steel Company bj 
1950 will complete conversion of 
the wartime aluminum compa,- 
ny's old plant at 190th street 
and ft&rmandic avenue into a 
cold reduction mill to produce 
steel sheets, It was assured to­ 
day.--

Company, heads -yesterday re­ 
corded "a deed showing It paid 
$4,132,000 to the War Assets 
Administration for the 226 acres 
and 55 buildings In which even­ 
tually 1500 workers will be em­ 
ployed in a $30,000,000 steel 
mill. .

WM Mumbles 
in His Beard 
About .Frost!

"Well," said the bearded 
Weather Man as he handed us 
his report, "I guess Torrance 
had what^BIng has been sing­ 
ing about'for the past several 
years a White Christmas. .The 
mercury dropped to freezing 
during the Yule weekend and 
laid a frosting of white on the 
city early In tho morning . . . 
or don't you have children who 
Ket up early on Christmas morn- 
inn?" he asked.

According to the WM ths city 
ih ahead of last year's rainfall 
hy nearly an Inch. Total to date 
lor the 1948 season Is 2.57 Inches 
compared with 1.77 inches of a 
year ago

M»ln Rain

IMPRESSED Rep. Cecil R. King, this district's representative in Congress, paid a call at the Herald's .new home during his visit 
with his constituents Monday. He is photographed here beside the slogan of the California Newspaper Publishers Association: "Xour 
Right to Know Is the Key. to A|l Your Liberties." Today Rep. and Mrs. King are enroute to Washington for the opening of the 1949 

.Congress the first week pf January. Herald photo. f '

City Problems 
Discussed at 
King Luncheon

Residents of Torrance and vie 
inity were given an opportunity 
to air some of the community's 
problems before Rep. Cecil R. 
King at a luncheon arranged 
in his honor Monday.

Those attending the luncheon 
Included K, Sande Senness, sub- 
divider; Kelvin Vanderlip,, presi­ 
dent of the Palos Vqrdes Cor­ 
poration: Mrs. Gladys Western 
and Forrest G. Murdock, presi­ 
dent of El Camino College.

Others Introduced at the lunch­ 
eon in Hermosa Beach included A. 
H, Herbold, president of Dapple- 
gray Lane Home Owners Asso­ 
ciation; Carl Alien, director of 
the association; President Char- 
the association; President Charles 
T. Rlppy of the Torrance Cham­ 
ber of Commerce and Blalne 
Walker, secretary;

Beverly Smith and John 
Spauldlng of the National Sup-

(Conllnutd on Plg< 7)

PUBLISHER AND STAFF 
EXTEND 1949 GREETINGS

Regular publication of'the Torrance Herald will be 
resumed on Thursday, Jan. 6 and newsboys and news- 
girls are reminded to report to their distributors at the 
usual .hour next week.

Classified advertising for next week's issue will close 
at 6 p.m. Tuesday. Advertisers may observe their regu­ 
lar copy deadlines.

Grover C. Whytc, publisher, and the entire staff of 
the 'Herald, .wish to extend to the readers of this news­ 
paper and to everyone everywhere a joyous and safe 
New Year,

Succumbs to 
Car Injuries

Mrs. Margaret Phillips, 68, 
26211 South Western avenue, Lo- 
mita, died In Harbor General 
Hospital Wednesday as the re­ 
sult of Injuries received when 
struck by an automobile Dec. 
14, as she was crossing the 
street at Western avenue and

tUg Year Ahead

Head of U. S. Steel Foresees 
Record Production for 1949

During 1948, the si col Industry 
will produce and ship to con­ 
sumers 65,000,000 tons of finished 
products, more than In any pre- 

is year peacetime or war­ 
time in our nation's history, ac­ 
cording to Benjamin F. Fairlcss, 
president of United States Steel 
Corporation. ^

"My Kliens In that In 1849, 
the Industry can produce «0> 
000,000 toim of finished st««i 
products," Fairies* said. 
"PleiisB understand that 1 am 
not upcakliiK of theoretical (»  
iwclty. What I ut|i Haying In 
that III* iifecrUidiiktry, U out

Interfered with by labor diffi­ 
culties, will be capable of pro­ 
ducing and shipping during 
1949, approximately 5,000,000 
tuns of finished »tpfl products 
more, than It shipped during 
din year 1947."
World War II fought and

won with an annual average pro 
ductlon of 00,800,000 tons of 
finished steel. Because of strikes 
and reconversion problems, 1946 
was a year of relatively low 
production 48.800,000 tons. In 
1047 the industry had a good 
operating year, production rose 
to 63,000,000 tons, almost, 'equal 

(tenunutil »n PJBI 4) --.

A-P Head Sees 
Food Prices in 
1949 Lowering

America's farms and factories 
will produce as much food In 
1949 as they did during the 
record production year of 1948, 
and consumers will .probably 
pay less for it, John A. Hart 
ford, president of the Great At- 
lantlc ft Pacific Tea Company, 
predicted today,

"Food prices reached their 
peak In July and have declined 
steadily since then," Hartford 
said. "In the case of our own 
prices, for example, conserva­ 
tive estimates Indicate that but­ 
ter is down an average of 24 
per cent from the year's high, 
meat and eggs are down 17 per 
cent, .cheese 13 per cent, flour 
15 per cent, lard 29 per cent, 
oleomargarine 16 per cent, soups 
10 per cent, and produce 10 per 
cent. I think they will stay 
down and may go even lower, 
provided labor and transnoVta- 
tlon costs, which constitute a 
large part of the retail prlco 
of food, do not get out of 
hand."

Hartford cited two major de- 
flatlonary factors In the food 
pure phtuir: run! inner) high 
piu.lii.n.M, mid "Mitt" markets; 
l.w.-r eiiiiMiinri loud dollars ami 
grettUi comnetitiim fur tlliiliu

Investigation 
in Bus Crash 
Favors Driver

(Picture on Page 5) '
Investigation into the crash 

involving a. Torrance bus and 
a truck last Thursday at Hoo­ 
ver street and Florence avenue 
has led to the belief that the 
driver of the bus was not at 
fault, according to M. A. Cham­ 
berlain, superintendent of the 
city lines. -

Chamberlain said that skid 
marks of only 25 feet and 
not 86 feet as' p re v I o U s I y 
stated arid establishment of 
(he point of Impact Indicated 
that Robert C. Good, driver 
of the bun, was not driving 
at an excessive speed. 

> Five persons were injured in 
/the crash with only OIK; requir­ 
ing hospltallzation. Guadalupe 
Catorcya, 75, of Torrance, was 
rupoited t,o have suffered a 
fractured shoulder and'wrist.

SUCCESSOR   Fred W. Mill, 
veteran employe of the N<t 
tional Supply Company, wh   
will become division cont.oll,. 
an Jan. I. (Story On Pay*. J).

HEW CENSUS 
WILL BEGIN 
TOMORROW

Torrance residents are going 
to have their noses counted be­ 
ginning tomorrow!

Starting Wednesday afternoon 
Edward C. Dornacher, a mem­ 
ber of the census bureau of the 
Department of Commerce of the 
Federal government, will send 
approximately IS census takers 
into the area to determine tho 
city's growth since February, 
1947.

Residents will be asked to 
supply answers to a few simple 
questions for the special cen­ 
sus which will include each resi­ 
dent's name, sex, age, race, ad­ 
dress and relation to the hoar! 
of the family. Domachcr said 
Uiat all information will bp con­ 
fidential. He asked that resi­ 
dents who will not be at home 
during tho next 10 days leavp 
the information with a neighbor 
or contact the census taker at 
the city hall.

Dornacher also stated that a 
few positions are open for 
qualified persons to canvass 
tho city fgr the special court. 
Applicants must he 21 years 
of age and will be paid at 
the rate of five cents for each 
solicitation.

Last official census showed 
the city to have a population 
of 13,160 persons as of Feb. 
7, 1947. It is estimated by the 
Regional Planning Commission 
that Torrance has Increased in 
population by nearly one third 
since 1947. They estimate that 
the special census will indicate 
that approximately 18,378 per­ 
sons will be listed as residents 
of the city.

Figures are expected to bn 
completed on the $2250 nnder- 
taking within 18 tq 21 days,

Population of 
Nearby Areas 
Told by Count

What will the; new federal cen­ 
sus of the City of ToiranrB 
show?

Some idea of the growth shown 
hy nlhri- cities In (he south- 
«i.,ici/i siTtion of the country 
is revealed by special consus 
figures published i n the Tax 
DlKi'sl fur December.

Tho dly of Torrance has 
just ordered a special census  
tho second since the rofiurnr 
1040 .count, Hiid which will he- 
Kin early in .iHMiuiry. New wa­ 
ter niiii'i. Hutn<- and gas me­ 
ter iiiMiilhihiMi in Torranco in­ 
dicate a impulsion of approxi­ 
mately IU.UIHI, as compared with 
13,1(11 shown hy the 1917 special

He
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