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Lare: quartered in the City Hall
. poraty. bulldings’ moved in  for'
;ga?tgurpn-e ¢ ian

ON ORDERS OF

ORRANCE FIRE DEPARTMENT
SINBANDONS CENTRAL STATION

CITY COUNCIL:

Torrance Tire department will not be permitted to reoccupy

the Tofrance central fire station, 1t was ruled by the City

Council  Tuesday night as that body
& ¢ City It

followed up the con-

G. M. Jain by granting

P of
full authority to Fire Chlet J. K. \MuMl‘Ater to make provisions

for of and
men: outside the quake-damaged

_building.

The firefighting equipment

i was moved out of the station on

Monday and signs were posted
on ‘the structure that entry
to the building was forbidden.

Barricades. were. constructed
for protection of curious and un-
puspectiiz  persons . who might
venture into” the strueture.

The condemnation procecdings
of the  engineer, acting in his
dual’ capacity of . city engineer
and public works director, werg
followed - within a féw hours by
a_serious explosion in Los An-
geles which, had it ‘occurred ‘in

" Torrance, according to offitials;
would  have meant ruin to the

quake-damaged station and fire-

" fighti=g equipment:

. “This Is & permanent move,”
Mayoy J. Hugh Sherfey Jr., de-
clared Tuesday night as the
City Couiicil acted to back up
the. move of the city engineer;

- “It. i coincident that an ex-
‘plosion” of * serlous ‘ proportions
should ‘have ed  In LUs
Angeles the day after the firé
departient bullding was gon-
3d by our city

aolncident.. =
ve amv—ar%ﬁ

ballot. for submission to thé
will ‘of the people March 18
calling for a néw fire station.

“However, no’ matter what
the decision of the people of
Torrance may be on this wl
finportant bond issue, the Tor.
tunce Fire department never
will - be permitted to occupy
that bullding again.

“The people of Torrance have
have too much at stake In
allowing such a move.

“The city government of Tor-
rance has. too great a responsi-
bility to the people of Torrance

tion’ of ‘the peop!
dition as it exists and move
according to our  best judg-

ment.
“The abandonment of the den

., tral fire station, in view of the

In? phenignens. We. Bape
the cpla, reai the Nerioe

SURVIVES CRASH. .. How-
ard L. Day, 19, former Torrance
tesident is reported in the Navy
bospital in ‘San Diego. today
following the crash o? a Coast
Guatd ‘mercy plane last Satur
Mexi e_youth-and
al “erew member: were thi
only survivors  of the plane
‘which was returning. to San
Dtego from Baja California.

El Camino Site
At Alondra Gets
Planners’ Okay

Los Angeles County Regional
Plannitlg Commission yester-
ay recommended to the
Bodard of Supervisors, that it
grant to El Camino Junior

district, which Includes

1 ce and the South Bay

from 60 to 75 acres of

ra park for the junlor
collpge campus. g

The hearing - of thé  commis-

slon was attended by various

representatives of the district

ludi Robert Russellj; chair-

ness  of
The fire fighting apparatus
was “moved to the lot in the
rear of the fire station and pe-
lice station. '
The parkin
aside for official city" cars
set aside, for police, cars,

and  barricades have  been co
structed. around - the fire 'station..
Fire departmeént. personnel now

lot formerly. set

corridors-and offices, and in tem-

o) péction of - the “fire
department ‘headquarter's is suf-
flolept' to jeonyince any person
q al’g’zled_ to, pass. on .th& condi:
: y i

‘the city engineer,
thie: City ‘Gounell;, 15" wholly jus:
titied ‘and a move in the interest
of * the safety of' the people of
Torrance, it was pointed o}n,

Explosion In
Mean Disaster

Mortar, which. was‘intended to
bind the bricks of the Torrance
central fire station Is of such an
unstable consistency that it
would not stand a serious shoek,
according to a decision of Henry.
M. Layne,: consultin engineer
who was. asked by City Engin-
eer G. M. Jain to-inspect 'the
building to: confirm his order of
condemnation and eviction, made
last Wednesday. .

As the engineer made tests of
the mortar, it was pointed out,
it seemed to break up like sand,
and while the building had stood,

ed, ane
earthquake of - serlous propor-
tions, it ‘might not have been
able to. go through another.

Cracks ‘from the 1941 quake
still exist and offered daily tes-
timony to those who have been
watching the structure for years
as to its unstable condition.

“Wé had considered the con-
dition of the central fire station
as a th:eknt to the ufe:’y ‘:f the

ple Torrance, an WAS
my a few hours after the bulld:
ing had been condemned by my
department ‘that an explosion of
serious proportions occurred in
Angeles to  denionstr

man of the junior college ‘boatd,
and James L. Lynch, vice chair-
man of the Torrance Charter
{0/ who is a i

for the first Torrance Board~of

has | Education. f

.The, recommendation of the
lanning body is that the county
ease the college district dcreage,
arhounting to 60 to 75 acres de-
pending upon, the will of the
Supervisors,cextending aiong
Crenshaw - blvd.« from  Redondo
Beach ' blvd. northerly ‘toward

“"(Gontinued on Pagp 6-A)

= Annual Dinner

Of Chamber To -
Salute Industry

. ' The annual Torrance Cham-
Commer

rs In ‘several new Indus-
n Radiator and

e
gk
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Census Count Of
Torrance Shows
13,000 Residents

Torrance population has
gained 381 percent since 1940,
according to Robert J. Milli-
Jen, supervisor of the special
census  taken here. He an-
nounced preliminary returns
revealed that Torrance is a
city with. 18,000 persons as
;:sozl)pmd to 9,950 on April 1,

‘While the 13,000 figure rep-
resents &' population Increase
of approximately 31 .percent,
these figures are preliminary
and subject to minor revis-
fons, .Milliken explained.

The supervisor welcomed ex-
aminations of the census re-
sults and urged residents who
were missedl in the count to
inform him at once so that
corrections could be made.

The 13,000 population count
will mean approximately $6,-
000 a year more In' Increased
gasoline funds, officials here
declate. .

The official certification of
population will be. made at a
Iater date by the  direetor,
Buresu of Census, Washing-

Gon_structiol?lr

{On New Pottery

Due To Start

Waale-Camplan Co. & Smith,
Inc., general contractors of Bev-
erly Hills, have been awarded
the general contract for con-
struction of* the new  $1,500,000
pottery of the American Radia-
tor and Standard Sanitary Cor-
poration, it was announced this
week.

According to Marvin L. Wil
iams, representative of the con-
tractors, who conferred with of-
ficials “here Tuesday, the grad-
ing and excavating on sthe 45-
acre site at Crenshaw bivd. and
203rd"'st. will start next week.

This. will be followed by pour-
ing of foundations and floors
for the vast buildings of the

lant = which “will be of rein
orced concrete constryction.

Of ‘the most modern design,
the Torrance pottery of Ameri-
can-Standard will require the
 work _of ‘from 400, to 500. con-
struction workers during the
coming months, according to
Williams, *

s lodontral

general laws be adhered to in
lines.

Hughes won a Superior court
decision that the city could not
sell the lines without first hold-
ing an election and. then calling
for bids. This decision was ap-
pealed and the District Court of
Appeals upheld the lower court.
The Supreme court refused: to
grant ‘a rehearing and. thus
brought the léngthy litigation to
an end.

The city - had sought to sell
the bus line to Charles F.
Koors, who had deposited some

$60,000 for the purchase.
In defending the’ action, the

The Supreme court of California has refused to grant a
rehearing of the suit brought against the City of Torrance by
William J. B. Hughes to require that section 5208 of Deerings

the sale of the municipal bus

city contended that it was sell- |
ing only equipment and not a!
“public utility” as claimed by
Hughes. The city claimed it has |
no ‘franchise to sell, and there'-‘
fere was dealing only in per-
sonal ‘property.

In -upholding the lower courts
new law was - written, it was
pointed out, in that . this case
was the first in  which. the
powers of a city to sell a trans-
portation system had been

(Continued on Page 5-A)

The proposed new Torrance

built —on —the —city-ow
at El Prado and Cravens ave,,
thus saving the taxpayers
some $20,000 previously agreed
upon in the bond issue for
purchase 'of property, and a
site will be purchased in Nofth
Torrance for a fire station
which will be required in that
area within a year.

This was revealed by Mayor

J. Hugh Sherfey Jr. and “the
City Council Tuesday night.
It was announced that the in-
surance underwriters had se-
lected the city-owned lots as'the
best possible site in the central
area of Torrance for the pro.
posed new fire station,
. The declaration that the city
had decided to .use’its own lots
for the tne station.came after
Ed Saul, North Torrance resi-
dent ‘and extensive property
holder in the city, had inquired
if any  provision for: a North
Torrance fire station had, been
made " in - the ~$186,000 bond: is-
sue to be voted March 18,

Mayor Sherfey replied that
the Council had decided not to
use the $20,000 setup in the
bond fund for a site for the
central station, but to use the
city lots.

From the $20,000 an allot-
ment will be spent for a site
in the northern section of the

city which now must depend L
x E

NEW FIRE STATION WILL BE-
LOCATED ON CITY-OWNED LOTS;
TO BUY SITE IN N. TORRANCE

o

upon the central fire station |V. Jones, Grover C. Whyte,
tection. Extensive | _th.mbf’ etary Blaine ‘Walk:
P = e Ter; ~ana® {11,105 g o -7

- develo] :
there immediately ~after the
water supply Is provided by
the newly formed -Torrance
Municipal Water District No.
2 it'was pointed out, and the
fire protection will be meces-
sary. S
While the bond issue does not
mention purchase of the North
Torrance fire station site, Ma-
yor Sherfey pointed out to Saul,
that “the $20,000 set-aside for
a site doesn’t specify where it
shall be spent.” He pointed out
when the Council decided to
use the city-owned lots for jthe
central station,  the ~members
agreed that a portion. of the
$20,000 should be set aside ! for
a. North Torrance 'fire 'station
site. * ;

Councilman: W. H. Tolson  de-
clared that the development in
North “Torrance which will fol-
low the completion of, the wa-
ter system will be of such- pro-
portions that the fire station
and equipment in that section
of “the city will be essential,
probably within a year.

The $185,000 bond issue p
vides ' $125,000 for ition

Supreme Court Refuses To Grant | Charter Changes.
New Hearing In Bus Sale Lawsuit |Discussed By

Chamber-Council

Members of the City Coun-
cil and directors of the Tor-

TORRANCE CHILDREN SENT : :
70 LOMITA SCHOOL AS L. A.
HOVES BUNGALOWS FROM CITY

Action of Los Angeles city

galows away from Torrance elementary school and then'

rance C! of C
conferred Tuesd{:y night on
proposed amehdments to the
new City Charter of Torrance
which will provide for the in-
stallation of the city manager
form of government for this
city.

The panel discussion of the
two. bodies was lead by Attor-
ney C. T. Rippy, a Chamber
director, who drew up the
original draft of the city manag-
er amendment. Each paragraph
of .the document was discussed
at length and many worthwhile
suggestions were made, which
will be written into the proposed
iaw. 'Agreement was reached on
all matters-discussed.

Participating in the. discussion
were: Mayor J. Hugh Sherfey,
Jr., Councilmen W. H. Tolson,
A. L. Jackson, Merton Gilbert,
and Chamber Directors Dean L.
Sears, R. I. Plomert, Jr., Charles

ce

Willett.

At 'the next joint meeting
of- the group, Louis H. Burke,
counsel for the Leagve of
Municipalities;® will be present

ferring. T

CANDIDATE . . . George P.
Thatcher, prominentsresident of
Walteria, president of the Ciyil
‘Service Board of Torrance, who
is a didate for the T

to discuss the prop
changes to be submitted to
the voters -at an election 'in
the spring. %

Attorney Burke will be
present ‘at the annual meet-
ing of the Chamber on March
24, at which time proposed
charter charniges will be a topic
of discussion.

J. J. WEBB NAMED
CITY ELECTRICIAN;
HAD. BEEN ACTING

J. J.- Webb was elevated to
the position of city electrician
bf the City Council Tuesday
night. He had held the position
as ‘“acting city  electrician” for

a year, pending Civil Service
examinations which he com-
pleted and passed.

The Council also set up new
classifications under the Civil

and- ‘construction - of ' the fire
station: and $60,000 for rehabili-
tating’ the old central fire sta-
tion, - condemned 'last week as
unsafe ‘for: occupancy, for use

as a police’ station' and jail.

Service or for, water de-
partment manager, field fore-
man, senior maintenance man,
junior maintenance  man and
other minor classifications in the

water department.
*-

Board“of Education ‘at the elec-
tion March 18, (Dixie Lee photo.)

Clifton A. Hix
Gets Permit To
Operate Taxicabs

Clifton A. Hix was given per-
mission to operate the Yellow
Cab- Company 'of Torrance by
the ' City Council' Tuésday night.
His application, filed last week,
had been approved{by Chief of
Police’ John' Stroh. "

Dan Frohman's plea that he
be granted the right to operate
a taxicab here for 90 days, to
get money to “pay up 'my debts
before I leave town" was re-
ferred to the Council as a whole
and: the police chief. Under pro-
visions. of the taxicab ordinance
Frohman has been barred from
operated - here. He showed 'the
Council a copy of his 8an.Fran-

cisco 1947 taxi driver's dicense.| &

fire station of Torra

i .TOO DANGEROUS TO OCCUPY . . . The central

in the 1941 quake, was barricaded ‘and posted !
bar entry by city officials this week: City-Engineer.
G. M. Jain is shown, above left, as he posts "Unsafe .
to Occupy'' $igns on the fire station: dag!
M, Layne, consulting ‘engineer who ‘verified Jain's

~ condemnation order, is' looking. an. Lower left, fire-
men are covering with canvas one of the pieces of
city fire-fighting equipment now being stored: in the
open. Lower right, the fire station with barricadeés
installed on the door and others being made ready
.to keep the curious away from the structure. City
Engineer Jain said, and Layne agreed, that if ‘an
. explosion such as occurred in Los Angeles last week
had been suffered in Torrance, the fire house would
have callapsed and. equipment and men. buried in
the rubblZ. (Photos by Lee Weinstein.) '

d. d et
dye to mag

o'

Henry..

i ents. from the school to Lomita elemehitary
was rapped by a group of irate parents yestérday. i
Staging’ a “strike” in behalf of the Torrance resident

‘Grace W. Wright, several

PSR

school district in moving!

Al | WL

Aty
-*dents, mothers and fathers of .

some 14 students of the elemén:
tary school refused to serd’thelr
children to Lomita elementaty
school upon directions f:'?ad the
principal of Torrance. elel '
school. Shortly after 'twos biif-
galows were moved  froj ors -
rance to Gardena, a few Weeks
ago, additional half-day ‘sgsgions
were instituted at the l,.
and this move now has
followed” up by the ordgi
transfer Torrance children:
Lomita_schools. i~
Complaining to Dr. Ho
Wpood, chairman of the Ta
Charter Committee,” and

et

ents sald_that they will ris]
their children home. rather than
to permit them to go to Lomita

through heavy - iraffic. ons
bonne avenue and Lomita® hiv
pdssing two saloons and -
ing'a distance greater t!

Torrance +elementary - schi
nearer to- their homes than
of Lomita.

No warning was given
pending move, jparents said:
tices were sent home, eachy
titled “Pupil Accounting Ri
which gave the names 3
childrent, addresses, classit
grades and similar - informatit
declaring -that .the pupils n
are “hereby released -ffol
school to attend Lomita el
tary school.” It was 'said
parents of the children {inV
were  given -no- choice: 'iu
matter. . % ;
Mrs. Wright, who investigated
the mdve . at the requestof f-
several of the parents involved,
declared - that she could no
reason for sucn action:in §
of the ‘fact that: the ;Lo
geles schools had moved out the.
two bungalows’ fromi. the
school. Y ¥
Dr. Wood.. said . that haZ
astounded at  the - acti
urged the parents to

once to V. Kcrsey, Los

“the

move 'as that taken f
rance elementary school ‘at®
urged ' the

to keep their ' children' in
schools designated- by . thé
Angeles authorities pending’
investigation .of the whol

ter.

Mrs. Wright pointed oul
to keep the children ° 3
school would be a'violation
the Education Cade. .

National Supp
Builds $47,50(
Foundry Addition”

A $47,500 steel frame IW

addition to National Supply €0,

1624 Border ave., hiked bulld
100,
depart:

permits in Torrance to
according ~ to building
ment records. 2t

‘The foundry

dition will ;q‘t

‘| 142 feet in length by 111 f
in width. s
Other bullding permits issied
week are

Here during the past
the following:

B. F. Kincannon, 2416
ton ave, sandwich shop, $3
* Bdward = Nash, !
st, frame Sunday school bul
ing, $750. ¥

Joseph Corter, 2277 Ocean
utility house, $950. 52

Harry Furysho, 204
thorne blvd, utility

e
bullding,

$900. h
Community Airports Inc, 4100
Redondo Begech blvd, movedin
frame hangar to be used as'ié
pair shop, $5.000. sTid)
Frank Biederman, s«no*w«
thorne - blvd., addition to rest:

dence, u&o

R. uncan,
et il




