$150

STORE MANAGER RECOVERING |
FROMVIOLENT ATTACKAS

STORES AGAIN ARE CLOSED

P of’a citizenry to the brutal
attack last Friday upon Hillman R. Lee, manager of the J. C.
Penney Co. Torrance-store, and John Melville, local dairyman
who had ‘gone to Lee's rescue after seeing the assault In prog:
ress, was the raising of a $1500 reward fund for information
leading to the arrest of the ‘ = -

thugs responsible for the attack. |y
That the fund would exceed

$3000 was indicated last night
as more and more pledges flood-
ed the office of the Torrance

Cl of C ey

ed as trustee for the fund.
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100-OWNERS OF DOWNTORN

|PROPERTY PETITION FOR

ALLEY SETBACK REMOVAL

.. Owners of approximately' 100 pleces of land in the central

commercial district of Torrance Tuesday night petitioned ‘the

Torrance Won’t Tolerate
Cowardly Brutal Attacks

(AN EDITORIAL)

The cowardly sneak attack upon Hillman Lee last Friday and
the vicious assault ‘upon ‘John Melville who sought to rescue Lee
from the thugs who continued to kick and beat their victim as he
lay unconscious, has shocked this entire community. But it has done

COUNCIL ASKS TAXI CAB
OPERATORS TO FILE RATE |
SCHEDULES BY FEBRUARY 13

Taxi cah companies of Torrance were given notice Tuesday |
night by the City Council to file schedules of rates which they
anticipate charging under the terms of the taxi cab regulating

““selous from the blows about the | &
head ‘and:face, Melville rushed-tg |

Meanwhile, as Lee was making
satisfactory recovery in . Tor-
rance- Memorial hospital, police,
dssisted by specialists, were fol-
lowing up every clew bearing on
the: responsibility for the attack,
and ‘they “said that they looked
for a break in the case within
24 hours.

Lee, suffering with a facial
fracture, and multiple cuts and
bruises resulting. from" the at-
tack, asked the Torrance Herald
to express his appreciation. to
the hundreds of friends who ral-
lied to -his side during the week
following ' the attack, showering

‘him with flowers, = cards and
good wishes.

) ‘Widely Respected

“Phey could not have picked
on any one as an object lesson
in defiance ;of law and order
more loved and respected than
Hillman R. Lee,' was the unani-
mous declaration.of Torrance re-

sidents, both ‘from within the| -

ranks of - organized labor . and
from without.

Lee was attacked by 'two
thugs as he lifted the hood ‘of
his automobile, parked at the
rear of the Torrance Penney
store, at 4:30 p: m. Friday, just
after he had closed the establish-
ment, The store had' been re-
6pened for business that morn.

ing on a self:service basis after 3

having been’ closed by a strike

of Retall. Clerks Union No. 905§
several months ago. No union|}

help was employed on reopening,

although clerks were invited to

return to work. o
As. Lee. went down, tuil

grapple with the thugs, He was
attacked by ‘two more men and
likewise was rendered uncon-
scious.

Both were rushed immediately
to doctors’ offices,’ and Lee was
then taken to the Torrance Me.
morial hospital: Melville was re-
moved. to his home suffering
with bruises and shock. Lee had
lifted the hood of  his car to
determine what was wrong when
the machine would not start. He
discovered wires  cut and igni
tion parts removed.

American Federation of Labor
pickets, carrying retail ‘clerks
union placards, had been posted
in front: of the store shortly
after it opened, and they were
joined shortly after noon’Friday
by pickets from the United Steel-
workers of ‘America, C.I.0.

C. 1. 0. Pickets Out

The U.8, A, pickets wepe with-
drawn following the attack upon
Lee and ‘Melville;

With the Clerks Union pickets

théir lines

LEADER ATTACKED . . . Hill-
man R. Lee, manager of J.
Penhey Co.’ Torrance store, and
well known civic leader, who is
recavering from a violent attack
by thugs upon him Friday, af-
ter he had closed his store end-
ing the first day's businession a
uff-mvicc basis,.

yille, local da
rushed to the aid of Hillman R.*
Lee, manzger . of the Torrance
). C. Penney Co. store, after he
was attacked by’ thugs Friday.
Melville also was severely. beat-
en. §

150 New Homes

City Planning Commission’ to remove'from‘the city
d that

land use.
set hac]

7 (/ ¢ 4 e’ 0wt
10, feet and 15 feet from alley

.. m ‘

xplains Why

Pie

4| Re;;uqeted for a statement by |
the Torrance Herald, Local 1414,

United Steelworkers of, America,
C1.0; through Secretary Walter
Smith, issued the following re-
marks regarding their participa-
tion in picketing nd withdrawal
of ‘support’ following the' tragic
beating of Hillman R. Lee and
John Melville Friday. f

“Local Union No. 1414, United
Steelworkers of America C.I1.0.
takes Issye with certain’ state.
ments  in ‘the’ pre’ss, which
created the impression’that the

clal

lines.

% - v » Blaine Walker, executive secre:

tary of the chamber, in present-
ing . the petlt‘IOnS to Chairman

* BULLETIN

At ‘a meeting which opened
with the statement of Chair-
man Tom McGuire that it was
an adjourned regular meet-
ing, but from which the press
and the pubdlic  were barred,
the City Planning Commission
Tuesday night is reported to
have- agreed to recommend to
the City Council that the land
use ordinance of Torrance be
amended to remove- the pre-
sent 10-foot and 15-foot alley
setback requirements, but to
substitute In its place a3 five
Jfoot” setback. ' ‘The five-foot
setback, it is sald to have
been agreed; would be sub-
ject to petitions  for individ-
ual variances in specific cases,
i «the filing -of peti-

C, 1L O. was
't ‘organize the store clerks in
Torrance and was' responsible
for an ‘attack on Hillman Le¢,
manager of J. C, Penney's store
here in Torrance. <

“Of course, we, the steelwork:
ers ‘believe, the entire town of
Torrance should  be organized
and = that -includes the store
clerks, but we of the C.I.O. have
np organization in this vicinity
to take care of. the; clerks, and
the //American Federation ha's
and ‘it has been  our _policy: to

tions, payment of feés and
calling for hearings on the
part of the. commission and
cﬂncurrence of the City Coun-
¢

4 S !

Tom McGuire; said that the sig-
natures were secured in a period
of two hours, and that an ad:

produced. the support of 95 per-
cent. of property owners in the
C-1 district, in favor of removing
the setback restrictions.

The effort to remove the res-
& to the

cooperate with any and all boi
fide unions for the bett t ?
labol ‘a

bas' been closed ‘by. the . A. K.
‘! / (Contintied on Page 6-A)

Planned On
Kettler Estate

Registrars of
Voters Placed -
n The Field

you want to vote in the
caming General City. Election
on April 9, you must register
on’ or ' before Feb. 28—just

Monday and Tuesday, the Pens
ney and J. J,Newberry Stores
continued ‘to operate. on the self
service basis, - with George
Noonan, ex-sergeant of the Ma.
rine Corps in World War II, as

. manager of the Penney store.

‘Yesterday morning, the two

stores falled to reopen, and they |, friends

\

issued, jointly with. stores  in:
_volved: in the strike in Wilming:

‘ton and San Pedro, a statement|

that they were closing “our local
stores to prevent violence.”
The statement, printed else-

'\where in"this edition of the Tor-

rance Herald, reads:
“1, Stores operated by the un-

dersigned companies In San Pe-

is the only city clerk Torrance
ever had, except R. J. Dein-
Inger, who was clerk for one

dro,' W d
were closed February 6th.
“2 The stores were closed In

order to prevent any possible|’

recurrence of violence such as
the brutal beating of two Tor-
rance cltizens, one of whom Is
the manager of the J. C. Pen-
ney store in that community,
and the other 15 the manager of
a local retail establishment who
came to his assistance.

“3, The companies wholeheart.
edly believe. that no. union-man-
(Continued on Page 6:A)
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Ask the
Professor

(By K. F. Noake)

YV YYYYYYY

last word In transportation?
Answer: No dearle. I think
the hearse will be the last,

Clerk Bart -

1 desiring
can call upon City
lett and his deputies or Mrs.
Gonner, Bartlett sald,

WALTERIA NOW
HAS RADIO HOOKUP
WITH TORRANCE

The people of Walteria can
now get quick action from the
Torrance police department, ac.
cording to Chief John Stroh, due
to the new two-way radio hook:
up from 'the Walteria' Fire Sta-
tion’ to both fireé and police de-
partments: here;

The radio hookup. was com:
pleted Feb, 1, and all persons
In that district are asiced to take
advantage of this mych neoded
time saver. Formerly, it was ne-
cessary to summon the pollce

the Redondo Beach tele

phone’ exchange,

of 150 homes on

Kettler‘estate properties south
of Sepulveda ‘blvd." and " west
‘of Western ave, is planned, it
was revealed yeutenlny.

The building program awaits
only arrangements for water
service on the land, s
¢ *Representatives — have- ap-
proached city. officials of Tor-
rance relative to an arrange-
‘ment. for water service through
*Municipal Improvement District
 NO. L It is reported that
Norbonne Ranch Water Co.
cannot, serve the area because
it is'a mutual company. | °

A rate for service outside
MID- No. 1 could be fixed by

ding to

was
planning commission due to the
need for additional:spacein

‘downtown stores, and due to the - WEL A'_”E
OF LAND TO AID FORMATION
OF NEW WATER

the pedple of that area to have an adequate Wut_er system’
put. the ! 1

fact that the ‘alleys which are
20 feet in ‘width are sufficient
to permit unloading the largest
trucks without obstructing traf:
fic. x
Walker told the planning com-
n that in -circulating  the
petitions, he did not meet with

a single dissenting = property
owner. . . e
Those signing the petition

nresented. by Walker. are: C. T.
Rippy, H. Berke, Donald Find:
ley, Grover C. Whyte, Charles
. Conner, George J. Peckham,
James W. Post, I Washer, C.
N, : Emmet, J. G. Koch, Saul
Koch, John W. Beeman, M. D.,
R. W. McDearmid, Sam Levy,
Don , C. Moshos, M. D, Earl
Brunner, R. D. Williamson, Reno
Langstaff, B. C.‘Buxtloln, Msaxiglot
‘Grow, H. E. A er, Sylvia
Fink, Kenneth pg' ‘Ruffell, Mil-
dred P. Lancaster and O.
Fossum, D. D. 8,
‘ ‘The petition read:
4“We ‘the undersigned, owners
of real property, in Zones C1
and C-2, in the C‘ty of Torrance,
respectfully urge' favorable con-
d tia

ditional two hours would have|.

E $185,000, without including  the
“|land south of 180th st.)

the attackers. and bring them to
their crime.

This determination Eo tu:l:

more. The community is united in its determination to aﬁpuh:nd

justice for the: full punishment of

down _the brutes who attacked
i id d and

sed in the

Lee and Melville is

information leading to the arrest

ment., i
which may be signed and left at
ber of ‘Commerce, “which civic

police,

the reward offer

duty. However,
Stroh, who 'with

Police John H.

may lead to the arest of the
INJORMATION OF THIS NA
RECTLY TO CHIEF OF POLICE

on

in this

and

sron‘tuneous subscriptions to a reward
this week by a group of local’businessmen. The reward offered for

fund which ‘was initiated

and conviction of the thugs has

already reached, a substantial sum and: this ‘amount will' be greatly
increased as soon as others in the community learn of the move-

A convenient: pledge form is printed GISG\IFGI‘G in_this issue,

the office of the Torrance Cham-
body is -acting as. trustee. The

names: of those pledging. will not be published nor will: they be
revealed by the trustee organization. Under law, members the
sheriff's department or other public law enforcement bodies
are'not permitted to accept rewards for the performance of their

has thei endorsement of. Chief of
other members of the Torrance

Police Department: are diligently following up all information which
1P¢rpetrators of the attack. ALL

URE SHOULD BE GIVEN DI-
JOHN STROH. %

Whatever the motive of the crime, the: attackers could not
have selected a citizen of Tomance who is more generally respected
and beloved by so wide a circle of loyal friends. ‘Hillman Lee in
his uni:t.l unassuming way has not only “befriended and aided many

numerous’ occasions, but he has

given unstintingly of his time and energyiin behalf of his country
and the:welfare of humanity whenever the call has been sounded.
Seven of the eight War Loan Drives were headed by Hillman Lee,
has been an active leader in Red Cross, Boy Scouts, Com-
munity. Chest and many other patriotic and welfare activities.-
This community owes much to Hillman Lee und this community
din ; trators

intends to leave no stone
Likewise, - this. community. is

Lee's life.. - 1

of this brutal attack upon its most

.whose courageous fight against the sluggers probabl

in ferreting out the p
beloved citizen. ¢

also 'grateful to John Melville,
ly saved Hillman

DISTRICT

in North T will enable

Tudi

of i

the process’ of . readjusting: -the,
assessment rolls in that area
and other parts of the. county.

It is estimated that an' av-
erage increase in assessed valua.
tion of 10 per cent will be the
result of the present findings;of
the: assessor's office,

That - being the: case, it is
pointed out, ‘the district will be
able to bond. itself for at ‘least

The . $185,000 is sufficient to
cover the territory north ‘of
190th st.-with a grid system of
pipelines one half mile apart, au-
thorities sald. . 3

ile, at the t of

the_ City Councll, :
Stanger, suf-

Manager
ficiently high ‘to take care of

an y
to ‘the City Council of tHe City
of Torrance, on the‘ request by

extra cost to the payers
who form MID No. 1.
The matter will be

the T Ch of Com-
merce that alley set-backs now
ired h F of Sec-

the City Council, the engineer-
ing firm of Taylor & Taylor
has filed a new report, with the
councll. on the district, proposing

before the City Councll in the
near l\umm. it vgloluut.

tion 9, Ordinance No. 318, be re-
pealed.” '

REWARD

| nrrest“and conviction of the persons respo
upon Hillman R. Lee and John Melville,
printed for your convenlence. Take it to the Torrance Chamber
I rce office, the chamber having been selected by a group
of eltizens as the official trustee of the fund. .

of

PLEDGE

1t you desire to cantribute to the reward fund offered for the

onsibjle for the attack
‘the follgwing pledge Is

I, the'uniierslxned, of the County of Los Angeles, State of

California, for and in fon of th

t of publi¢

safety and, for the preservation of law and order in the City of
Torrance, California, and to the end that justice may be
served in the apprehension and conviction of the individual and/
or individuals responsible for the assault upon Hillman R. Lee
and John Melville in the City of Torrance, on Feb, 1, 1946, do
hereby promise and agree to pay to the Torrance Chamber of

in the plan, to be
considered at the next meeting
on Feb, 13,

1t is reported that the firm is
recommending that the council
include oréefourth mile of Gene-

the prop

of the

Petroleum Corp, In the district. R
This was revealed as the ‘County Assessor’s office was in

of 190th st., in'the district. This
land is now asseSsed at $120,000,
it is said, and 25 percent of that
figure - would . produce an  addi-
tional. $30,000' to be" expended in
the district™ This added to the
$185,000 " possible ; fo he  raised
north of 190th st. would create
a fund of $215,000, ample tc
provide a grid system of cast
iron, 100-year life, pipe according
to Taylor & Taylor. = ¢ X

He said that he had been en’
deavoring’ to convince General
Petroleum’ of the wisdom of ¢om-
promising’ with' the ‘group seek-
ing to include all of the G. P,
Jand in the district by allowing
the one-fourth mile strip south
of 190th st. to be included in
the new district. £

“The only thing that has held
North ‘Torrance back is lack of
water,” ‘Arthur Taylor said in
discussing the new district”
Areas right up to the city ling
are built up, but it is a shame

ral Petroleum property, sou th

(Cantinued on Page 6-A)

Formation of a water district
in the Hollywood Riviera section
of Torrance not only will solve
problems of the people of that

Hollywood Riviera Water District
Seen To Solve Walteria Problem

line from 'Hollywood Riviera to
Madison st., Walteria, and to
enable the city to.increase the
size of the proposed line from
st. to the: M

areg but also will some
financial worries of the City
Counell forced upon them by the
need of a larger water system
in Southwest Torrance than was
planned for in ineeri Te-

ports. .
This was revealed by Arthut

CommerceNas Trustee, the sum of §. upon
which said Sum shall be a part of a reward to be paid to the
person or persons respohsible for the arrest and conviction of
, the and/or in 1s who committed sald assault
-on said Hillman R, Lee and John Melville on the date aforesald.
This agreement s given in consideration of the above, and
in further consideration of the miitual promises of other indl-
viduals made for the same purpeses. ” A '

Dated

1046

Taylor, of the water engineering
firm of Taylor & Taylor who
sald that he has informed City
Clerk A. H. Bartlett that his fee
for a survey of the Hollywood
Riviera district would be $600.
People of the district have re-
quested the survey, declari
that they want to be se
with Metropolitan Water District

water.

Taylor sald that the assessed
valuation’ of the Hollywood Rl
viera section i sufficient to

line in Lomita. A,merent, a
12-inch line is proposed, but this
will be insufficient to meet the
needs of growth of the area. A
16 or 20-inch line is mecessary
to serve the district duripg com.
ing years, it is said,' °

Not only would: thé Hollywood
Riviera = district funds solve
these' two problems, Taylor
pointed out, but it would enable
the city to serve the 207-acre
development of the Ellinwood
ranch by Ben Haggott, Palos
Verdes realtor.

It is expected that Taylor will
be retained to make the Holly
wood Riviera survey at the
meeting of the Councll Feb. 13,
and that formation of a district

ralse funds to finance a big pipe

will be rushed.

Stanger Heads
Torrance Rotary;
Adams Leaving-

William H.

ordinance whlvh( will be considered on Feb. 18, y
The request for the. filing of ‘maximum and minimum rates |
¥was made by the council after

a hearing which was asked by"
taxi cab owners, 3

The térms of the yroposed or-i
dinance were discussed fully, es-!
pecially as it applies to° rates,
colors ‘and ' the. number of pas:
sengeérs carried on each trip.

The ordinance provides, amongi
other things, that the owner and}

(of -cab rmaust provide!

water department was'
chosen vice-president of Torrance

Rotary Club last week, He will
head'the club’s activities for the
balance - of . fiscal year,: ending
June 30, succegding ‘President
Thomas' J. Adams. ‘

. ~Adams - recently: -

Vinl l,.lv .n.g ocy x S
‘| metallurgist "~ at the ~Torrance
works, Ce Steel Comj

ity; thai
will. be‘ profitable but ‘not dam-
age previous. ' operators already)
in business; that'a definite ‘colory
scheme or monogram be employ-!
ed' to identify cabs of each com-
pany; that insurance of $10,
be carried for the death or ii
jury of one person, $20,000: f
two ‘or more persons, and $5000
for the injury or destruction off
property .in ‘one  accident;  that)
curb stands be regulated; that!
the  name ' of ‘the  operator bel
posted within the %ﬂb in sight of}
passengers; that ‘the first pas-|
senger hiring. the’eab has exclw
sive right to it for his trip un-|
less -he' consents to picking up|

| |additional passengérs; that fares|

be posted with thelcity in lie
P imet

of of

that: a license fee of $25 per cab!
be paid; that licenses may, be!
suspended . upon arrest for or|
conviction of a felony, or for|
arrest for or conviction of boolk:

e,
in narcotics; assault, battery, ‘or|
overcharge of rates, . |

nalties” provided “are $300
fine or 3 months in jail. 1

und is -moving with_ his family,
to  Vista, California, where he
has purchased an avocado ranch.

A farewell dinner dance; hon-
oring Mr. and’' Mrs. Adams, has
been planned for February. 21,
at’” Palos Verdes Country. Club.
" Stanger states that he plans

i|to invite the twelve past presi-

dents of the club to each-preside
at one meeting of: the club’ for
the balance of the club' year,

Ol Weston -
Home Place
Here Sold ~

Sale of the old Weston ranch
homeplace, built ;more than 50
years ago, to L. H. Bigelow, re-
tired Standard Oil Co. executive,;
was revealed ‘this week by Ben
Weston. 3 e i
Bigelow purchased three acres
of ground with the several bulld;
ings on theproperty which has
been in the hands of the Weston
family since 1860, It is located
at 3000 Newton. st.
The Weston ranch-

“{unscrupulous- drivers.

At the hearing Tuesday night.|
Robert E. Benton, representing|
the City Taxi Company, said!
that the ordinance is one of the
best he has ever réad. He said
that he had considerable to do!
with drafting. of the county’s or-
dinance. § TNy
Companies  represented:
day night said ‘that .they woi
file the rate schediiles:‘request-
All "permits . will; run- fo
fiscal 'year. ending June :
The council safd: that thé
ordinance s necessary to regu-
late the taxi' cab’business, ellm-
inate possibility of lawlessness
and to protect ithe people from

Missing Woman
Turns Up In
Former Home

" Mrs. ‘Anna Lee . (Carter, r§.
ported missing. from. her ‘home,
1423% W. 210th st last Jan. 24,
has turned: up in Tulsa, Okla;,

consisted of 2000 acres and took
in® &l territory within' the ‘pre-|
sent city limits of Torrance be-
tween Sepulveda blvd. and Palos
Verdes, The Torrance Army- air-
port is: the most recent large
plece of land sqld by -the ranch
interests, the government buying
the 400 odd acres ‘for military
purposes. | e

. Approximately. 400 acres re-
main _in the ranch, and there
has been considerable talk about

0j e

land as soon as materials for
home construction are available.
It was reported that the Bige-
low * family, including a san,
Lorin, just discharged from the
Navy, will live on their recently
acquired property, and that the
son may engage in‘a nursery
development, He was with Arm-
strong nursery before entering
the N‘nvy.

SIMPLE ASSAULT
BRINGS $15 FINE

Vernon KFredrickson, 1011%
Andreo ave!, ‘was fined $15 for
simple _assault upon his  wife,
Goldie, according to Police re.
cords. ckson was arrest-
ed by Torranee ce d
the melee, It ‘was indicated, and
also booked on drunk charges,
He also was found guilty on
the latter charge and was fined

g to her hush
Carter, . » VoA
Carter said .-that ‘he had at
first thought his wife had been
victim' of foul 'play,’ but after
two. weeks' absence, Mrs. Carter
wrote her husband ‘a’letter from
their home in ahoma, !
Carter said that his wife was
unable to explain.the' manner in
which she had left, but did say
that she found herself suddenly
afraid of “things' here, and just
had to get back to their. former
home. y <
The couple have a 10 year old
son, Jimmie, - who became {ll
after his mother departed. The
boy now is reparted feeling bet-
ter and has returned to his'
school classes. Carter plans to
return to Tulsa for a visit latér
this week. 3 g

‘Torrance

Weather Record

Official U. 8, Weather Bureau

another $15.

TEMPERATURE
Maxi~ Mini- Set
Jan. , mum mum Maximum
30 66 39 58
81 70 32 8
Maxi- Mini- Set
Feb. mum mum:  Maximum
1 74 . ., 61
2 66 84 68
3 b8 43 64
4 65 38 63
1 64 3 65
PRECIPITATION Pt
Feb, Storm
3 o7
1 A2

James °



