
TWO FIRSTS FOR MAYOR ... Mayor W. H. Tolson of 
Torrance scored two firsts when he bought the first United States 
Postal Note for $10 issued by Torrance postoffice, and had it 
made out to the Torrance branch, American Red Cross, as the 
first contribution to the 1945 fund drive for $32,500. Shown 
buying the note from Postmaster C. Earl Conner, Mayor Tolson 
becomes one of the original purchasers of the notes which are 
destined to save much time at the "money order" window, to 
the convenience of the patrons and postal clerks alike. The new 
notes are sold in all small denominations, up to $10.

(Torrance Herald photo)
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TORRANCE PROTESTS L.A. 
CITY MOVE TO PUT RUBBISH 
BUMP IN WALTERIA DISTRICT

No section of Torrance, be It \Valterlu or any of Its Imme­ 
diate environs, Is going to be a dumping ground for the City of 

flAia Angeles. This was the emphatic statement of Mayor W. H. 
Tolson In commenting on proposals that the City of Los Angeles 
buy an abandoned quarry in or ntar Walterla for a refuse burn- 
The Los Angeles park board*                     

planning to use tho quarry
indin place of tho Gnffey st. 

Anaheim blvd. dump.
"They will not put that dump 

in -or near Walterla .section of 
Torrance as long as I can pre­ 
vent it," Mayor Tolson said.

"Any moving dumps in Tor­ 
rance will be 'out' not 'in'," H. 
B. Lewis, executive secretary of 
tho .Torrance Chamber of Com­ 
merce, declared,

Torrance is preparing an of­ 
ficial protest of the suggestion, 
to present to the Board of Su­ 
per visors and the Los Angeles 
city park board,   Mayor Tolson 
said.

"Wo'rc going to move that 
dump, but we're not going to 
put It where It will aggravate 
anybody," Supervisor Raymond 
Darby declared when informed 
of the protest of Torrance and 
Walteria officials and residents

Dr. Townsend 
To Be Honored

A gala birthday celebration, 
honoring tho 78th birthday of 
Dr. Francis Townsend, who will 
he tho principal speaker at the 
turkey dinner, will   be held to­ 
morrow (Friday) at the Tor- 
ranco Civic Auditorium, It Is re­ 
ported by Mrs. M. E. Attobory, 
press chairman of Torrance 
Townsend Club No. 2. Mrs. At 
tcbery states tnat she is acting 
by authority of the committee.

Dinner will bo served at 6:30 
p. m. and Dr. Townsend Is sched­ 
uled to speak at 7:30 p. m. 
Mine. Mamlo Stark, contralto, 
will sing at 8:00 p. m., headlin­ 
ing the entertainment program, 
which will also feature selections 
by the Bloome Chorus. Danc­ 
ing will foljow at 8:30 p. m.

Tho party is being given un­ 
der tho auspices of the Town 
send Million Clubs. Tickets for 
tho turkey dinner arc oh sale at 
I ho Beacon Drug Co., Tot-ranee, 
but the public Is invited to on 
joy tho entertainment program 
und address of Dr. Townsend

against tho Los Angeles city 
proposal that tho Gaffcy st. 
Ix>s A'ngolos city rubbish dump 
bo moved to an abandoned quar 
ry at tho base of Palos Verdes 
Hills, near Waltoria.

Tho proposal was advanced by 
Frank Shearer, assistant super 
intcndent of the Los Angeles 
city park department, and Tor 
ranee apd Walteria residents, re 
numbering the constant billows 
of smoke coming from tho Oaf 
foy and Anahoim blvd., dump, 
Immediately raised their voice

without charge, 
Mrs. Attebery.

according to

Minister Will 
Address Mexican 
Students Today

Responding to an Inquiry 
from the Torrunce. Herald, 
Hurold E. Perry, principal of 
Torrunco high school, declared 
that the Education Code of 
California. Section 13229, pro­ 
vides as follows:

"Every teacher In the public 
school shall hold pupils to n 
strict account for their con­ 
duct on the way to and from 
school."

In line with this, Principal 
Perry said, the high school "Is 
taking steps and additional 
step*" to prevent future out­ 
breaks of rueful strife among 
students.

lln suld that the Rev. M. -I. 
'/.uiiioruno, Baptist minister, 
who conducts services foV Mex­ 
ican Baptists at the local First 
Baptist church each Sunday 
afternoon ut 2:30 o'clock will, 
address thu Mexican student* 
ut the high school this morn­ 
ing at 9:30 o'clock, and later 
has asked f»r (lie privilege of 
uddrcsslng all the students of 
thu school relative to racial 
harmony. The Rev. Mr. Zam- 
oruno Is working toward his 
doctor's, degree ut I). C. L. A,

Supervisor Darby, has been de­ 
manding that tho rubbish dump 
be moved from tho Gaffey and 
Anahctm location, as it mars 
one of the principal entrances 
to the hnrbor. Walterla i 
dents arc backed by Torrance 
officials that it would mar one 
of the principal districts of Tor­ 
rance.

In a letter to Councilman 
Moore, Shearer said that the site 
had a private road and that it 
can bo reached by way of Ana- 
holm blvd., Pacific Coast High 
way, and Newton St., a distance 
of three miles from tho present 
location of tho dumps which ad- 
Join Bixby slough.

Ho added that if the location is 
satisfactory, the board of publi 
works,, which issues dump per­ 
mits, may be able either to lease 
or buy the quarry property, re­ 
ported lo be owned by tho Palos 
Verdes Corp.-

Shearer said the abandoned 
quarry is so largo that It will 
take a great many years before 
It Is filled up by burned com- 
 bustiblo materials.

The park board .approved 
Shearer's recommendation. 
, Under Shearer's proposal, 
heavy, dirty rubbish dump 
trucks not only would use New­ 
ton St., Walteria, but they we 
constantly drop refuse en route, 
and the smoke from the dump 
would be continuous.

The plan is considered a sig 
nal affront to the community of 
Walterla whoso residents arc 
probably 85 per cent homo own­ 
ers as compared with San Fed 
ro's possibly 20 per cent, accord- 
Ing to members of tho Commu­ 
nity Council.

"A statement that Waltoria Is 
being considered tho site for a 
rubbish dump is a direct Insult 
from the source and from those 
who would give credence to it," 
said George Thatcher, member 
of tho board of the Community 
Council and owner of a large 
property on Newton sat. "Those 
who would propose such a 
scheme would have to ask the 
people of Walterla and the an­ 
swer would be hotter than their 
rubbish fire." (

Art Stagner, president of the 
council, planned to call a meet- 
Ing of tho group and to consult 
the City Council on the report.

"Half a dozen residents In our 
Immediate community own 75 
feel or 100 feet or more street 
frontage and have developed 
tholr properties in good faith 
and we don't propose to let out­ 
siders make a dumping ground 
out of this district," said B. R. 
Connor of Neoce ave.

Others took tho view that Wal­ 
terla Is a community almost al­ 
ways sheltered from fog and as 
such Is one of tho finest resi­ 
dential areas In the South Bay 

r harbor areas.
Scores of property owners re­ 

acted In a similar manner to the 
proppsal and Indicated they 
wore ready to act in u body to 
thwart, plans for such a project.
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Torrance Rain 
During Storm 
249 Inches

Rainfall In Torrance during 
the storm of last week amount­ 
ed to 2.49 Inches, according to 
the official records o 
Chief J. K. McMnster.

The storm which started 
lute Wednesday when .06 of 
an Inch fell let fall precipita­ 
tion as follows:

Thursday, .36 of Inch; Fri­ 
day, 1.83 Inches; Saturday, .05 
Inches... On Tuesday, 0.1 of an 
Inch was recorded.

The total for the fiscal year 
Is 7.13 Inches, McMaster said, 
against 5.87 Inches of the pre­ 
vious period 111 1943-44.

The annual total from Jan. 
1 to dute In 1944 was 1.37 
Inches.

Bartlett's 
Purchasing 
Job Attacked

City Clerk A. H. Bartlett and 
City Treasurer Harriett 
Leech wore named defendants 
in a taxpayers suit brought re 
cently by Howard P. Ray; 
one time candidate for City 
Council, to enjoin the treasurer 
from paying Bartlett $50 
month for services as city pu 
chasing agent.

The suit was threatened by 
Councilman G. V. Powell, at the 
time the powers of buying for 
the City of Torrance were taken 
from City Engineer G. M. J

The plaintiff did not seek a 
temporary restraining order, but 
permanent injunction, alleging 
that the payment of the $50 a 
month to Bartlett is contrary to 
law. They claim that an elect 
ivo official cannot hold an ap­ 
pointive office, such as purchas­ 
ing agent.

At the time that the City 
Council transferred the duties to 
Bartlott, previously held by him 
for many years, the city officials 
said that the proper place for 
purchasing was in his hands 
since he had to handle all th 
papers any way and could speed 
purchases.

Jain then said that he was too 
busy to handle the work, and 
did not mind the transfer. His 
pay remained the same after the 
purchasing duties were returned 
to Bartlett.

The council declared that It 
was a matter of efficiency.

Bartlett said that nearly all 
city clerks of California in small 
er communities, handle the du 
ties of purchasing.

City Attorney J. E. McCall it 
preparing a defense of the case, 
answerable in 10 days from Feb. 
5, when the papers were served 
on Bartlott.

What method he will use In 
answering had not been decided 
by McCall up to the time the 
Torrance Herald wont to press 
late last night.

Perry G. Brlney, San Pedro 
lawyer, filed the suit as attor­ 
ney for Raymond In Long Beach 
branch of Superior Court. Bri- 
ney formerly was city attorney 
of Torrance.

No Word From 
Local Nurses In 
Manila Prisons

[r. and Mrs. George C. Pan­ 
nier, of 1819 Arlington ave., have 
not yet received word of their 
daughter, Mildred, a prisoner of 
war in the Philippines since the 
fall of Manila, early In 1942. 
Waiting expectantly at their 
home, the Panniers are hoping 
momentarily for word that their 
daughter and her husband, 
Lleut. and Mrs. Jack Sherk arc 
well and will soon arrive home. 

Meanwhile, Mr. and Mrs. Wal­ 
ter R. Palge, of 25926 Cayuga 
st., Lomlta, have not been ad­ 
vised of the whereabouts of 
tholr daughter, Ens. Eldene 
Palge, Navy nurse, and are also 
hoping for early word of her.

Permit Taken Out 
for Remodeling 
Of Store Here

8. W. Isaacs, owner of the 
building at 1269 Sartorl avenue, 
Torrance .has been given a build­ 
ing permit to alter the interior 
and construct a new front on 
the building. Work already has 
started, and the cos tig to be 
52100, according to the permit.

Doak Aircraft Co. has taken 
a $1000 permit fo ra vault at 
2321 Abalone ave., and L. L. 
Mehlei secured a permit for $400 
or u garage at 1617 Gramercy

Are We Willing to Pay the Bill for
Continued Expansion? Asks Darby

"Are we willing to pay the
bill for continued growth and
expansion in Los Angeles Coun
ty?".

This challenge was given sev­
eral hundred representatives of
some 50 organizations compris
ing the Harbor District Cham­
bers of Commerce by Supervisor
Raymond V. Darby at a dinner
meeting in Torrance Civic Au­
ditorium last night.

In a meeting presided over by
Pat MacDonnoll, president of the
organization the group, wel­
comed to Torrance by President
Reed Parkin, of Torranco Cham­
ber of Commerce, and Mayor
William H. Tolson, heard the
supervisor declare;

"At our very door we have
"\he making of the greatest har­
bor in the world; great airports.
Industry has found they can op­
erate in Los Angeles County at
a minimum of expense, and, 
therefore, we must encourage
thorn every way through reason­
able taxation and services that 
they need. Highways must be 
built to the doors of these great 
improvements, and they, too, arc 
going to need financing. The 
question is, arc we willing to
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REED H. PARKIN

ed States have had a futu
equally as bright as ours, b 
simply because wo are growl 
today is no sign we are goi 
to continue to grow and ho 
our place In the national sphc 
of things. Leaders, whether th

pay the bill. , ^ Cnambcr of Commprce me
"In this great empire of Los

Angeles County, consisting as it
does of more people than thir­
ty-six states In the union and
spending' annually more money
than those thirty-six states, we
must know that In order to pro­
gress it is going to take fore­
sight and courage to go ahead
and do the things that have to
be done.

"In the last few decades of
our national history our popula­
tion has grown, and yet there
arc cities and areas of these
United States that are blighted
and ihstcad of going forward
are going backward. That same
thing can happen to us. It de-

"pends entirely whether we are
willing to face the facts and do
something about them. We have
lot only blighted areas but
blighted viewpoints. In years
past cities throughout the Unit-

 

Postal Notes 
Are on Sale at
Local Office

Sale of "Postal Notes" was
started at Torrance and Loml- 
ta post offices Feb. 1, us a 
new service designed to Insure
gufe, convenient .and economi­
cal methods of sending
amounts of money not exceed­
ing $10 through the mulls. The
notes are sold at a uniform
fee of 5 cents. The conve­
nient money order Is not dis­
placed by the new note.

The postal notes are good
only In the Continental United
States; they are not transfer­
able, and they can be cashed
only at bunks und post offices.

The notes ure Issued In 11
denominations from $0 to $10,
with 18 denominations of
stamps for sums ranging
from 1 cent to 90 cents, the
latter to be affixed to the
notes to cover any sum from
1 cent to $10.

TorranceMan
Killed, Another
Wounded In War

Alex Danis Stewart, of Tor­
rance, son of Ralph Stewart, Is
reported killed in action In the
European Area. Born In Ham-
Iton, Texas, Jan. 27, 1913, he
lad made his home In Llndsay,

Calif., prior to his Induction
from Portervllle In April, 1942.

Pvt. Ralph Edmunds, son of
Mr. and Mrs. William L. Ed­
munds, of 1602 W. 219th st., has 
>oen reported wounded in action

whilo serving in the Burma-In-
la theatre. He Is convalescing 

at a base hospital In India. Ed­
munds has two brothers In scrv-
ce, Walter, a seaman, 1/c, and
lobert with the Coast Guard.

..A. City Board
luys Torrance
.and for Gardena

Los Angeles City Board of
education has acquired a piece

of Torrance property in the
'northeast section of the city for
use as a farm for the Gardena
ilgh school.

The land was deeded by Ma-
llda Schlndler on Nov. 17, and
UHt filed, the deed transfers

15.85 acres of lot 62, McDonald
tract.

bers or citizens or public of
clals, must realize that in <
der to make Improvements \
have to pay the bill. We mu
know that the policies \
adopted ton years ago do n
fit our scheme of things toda
nor will ours of today fit tho
of tomorrow. Therefore, \
have to continually change, a
with those changes we will som
times fail, but through the fa
ures and efforts to do the thing
we shall also grow. When So
thorn California ceases to fa
the facts, then Southern Califc
nla will no longer be the brig
spot of America. There w
come a time when we will ha
no new land on which to gro
so recognizing that fact we mu
be willing to make changes i
day and not abandpn things
value, but rejuvenate and pi
pel."

Drurtk Arrests
Show Big Gain
in Torrance

Torrance police departme
found Torrance to be a wett
town In 1944 than it was
1943, according to the annu
report of Chief of Police Jol
Stroh, on file with the Ci
Council.

Tola) arrests for the ye
were 1633, ' as compared wi
1490 for the year 1943. Drun
arrests accounted for 98 of tl
additional arrests, jumping
333 In 1944 from 235 In 194
Disturbing the peace, most
duo to liquor, doubled from 32
60 arrests and there was a slig
Increase in arrests for drivit
while drunk, 1944 accounting f<
62 and 1943, 55.
- Patrol cars cut their mileaj
traveled in 1944 to 88,777 fro
the 97,347 of the previous yoa 
and In 1944 573 meals we 
served to prisoners as again
520 for 1943. 

During the year, Chief Strc 
and his men recovered 46 stole
cars; recovered 44 stolen bic 
cles; abated 15 nuisances, an 
gave 23 fire alarms.

Forty-one doors were foun
unsecured by officers, and
curfew violations resulted
warnings being given.

In 1944, there were 73 ace
dents reported In which 85 pe
sons were injured and tw
killed.

The«report follows: 
Charges  1944 11W
Assault .......... .............. 9 1
Assault, deadly

weapon ... ............. 1 
Battery ..... ................. 20 1
Burglary ......... .......... 11
Curfew violations ...... 3
Disturbing peace ....... 60 3 
Drunk ........... ............... 333 23
Felony, miscellaneous.. 1 1
Fugitives ........ .............. 1
Gambling ........ .............. 15
Indecent exposure ...... 7 ,
Insane ........ .................. 1 
Larceny, grand ............ 6
Larceny, petit ........... .... 16 1 
Malicious mischief ...!.. 1
Misdemeanor,

miscellaneous ... ... 33 3
Rape ........ ..... 1
3uspiclon ...... .............. 16 1
Drunk Driving ...........   62 8
California

Vehicle Code ........... 1029 104
City Ordinance 96-3 . 0
City Ordinance 281-1 1

    
Total ....... ..................1033 161

Ration Board 
Again In Need of 
Volunteer Help

No help, no gasoline!
It's not quite that bad, but 

Chief Clerk Frank W. Dun 
lels, of the Torrance local Wai 
Price und Ration board. Is up 
pealing for volunteer workers 
again.

"If I could get six woi 
or men who regular w< 
spend one-half u day a w 
In the office, we could keep 
ahead of the applications," 
Daniels said.

"If we do not get any as­ 
sistance, gasoline applications 
are going to lug. We cunnot 
keep up with them. We wunt 
people to write up gasoline 
books, or we're going to be In 
bad shape."

The reason for the new a 
peal Is that u regular work 
and many volunteers liai 
been forced to quit.

Torrance Has 
No Voice in 
School Matter

Indicating 
 epresentation

rrance's lack 
the affaii

the Torrance schools, the 
Angeles City Council recently 
placed on the April 3 Los Ange 
les municipal election ballot a 
charter amendment which if ap 
proved will change the system 
of electing members of th 
board of education.

Although the proposition di 
ectly effects the interests 

Torrance, in that the Los Ange 
les board of education spends 
the Torrance tax monies 
average daily attendance sup 
port, Torrance voters have n 
voice in the decision on th 
merits of the issue on the ballo 
because it strictly is a Los An 
geles city charter matter.

It was pointed out this week 
that the Los Angeles school dis 
trict is two and one-half times 
the size of Los Angeles city 
Therefore, the people of the City 
of Los Angeles, through theii 
city council and the ballot, dc 
clde the policies of the Torrano 
schools and the schools of mam. 
other communities not in th 
City of Los Angeles without th 
people of these other communi 
ties having any right to a volci 
in the policies.

Torrance does have a sllgh 
foicc in the election of board of 
education members, but no v 
n how, when- or under whai 

conditions they shall serve. That 
Is up to the people.of the City 

i of Los Angeles, proper.
The amendment provides 

among other things that board 
candidates elected at the pri 
mary receive a four-year term.

The change Is directed spcci 
fically to correct the situation 
Involving Roy Be'cker,. of San 
Pedro.

Becker was elected to the 
board at last spring's election 
but received only a two-year 
term because Marie Adams ob 
tained more votes than Becket 
at the general election when the 
number of candidates for office 
was considerably less than 
the primary.

BPU Approves 
Torrance Bus 
Line Shift

The Bureau of Public Utllitie; 
of Los Angeles has given its ap­ 
proval of the operation of Tor­ 
rance buses to Los Angeles by 
way of Gardena, but has re- 
.quested that the Torrance bus 
serve the Flgueroa street area 
formerly served with alternati 
buses.

'C. Z. Ward, bus manager, re 
porting on the outcome of the 
hearing on Tuesday with the 
BPU, said tha tTorrance will ar­ 
range its schedule so that some 
of the buses travel 190th si. to 
Flgueroa st. north to Gardena 
blvd., and back to Vermont ave. 
The 
mile 
Torrance buses.

Gardena bus lines protested 
the -operation of the Torrance 
buses through that community, 
but the Los Angeles bureau ov­ 
erruled the protest.

trip will require about one 
additional travel for the

Gas Stamps Are Taken
stamps were the ob­ 

ject of tho burglary of the Fire- 
Stores station ut 1454 

Marcellna ave., during the night 
Tuesday.

According to reports to Tor- 
ance police, the burglars who 

forced a door secured sufficient 
tamps to buy 246 gallons of 

gasoline. Nothing else wus tak­ 
en from the stock.

SUPERVISION OF SCHOOL 
BOYS BECOMES COMMUNITY 
ISSUE AFTER RACE FIGHTS

Revelations of lock of control by school authorities over 
youthful "gang" fights published for public enlightenment In the 
Feb. 1 edition of the Torrance Herald shocked the community, 
and left high school authorities bewildered as to how to explain 
their failure to cope with the situation at Its beginning before 
police were forced to step Into the picture. ,

The fights, last Mimdny and Tuesday, were between student 
Mexican boys of the Purhlo district and student Anglo-Saxons of 
Torrance homes.

They resulted In the arrest of one boy, who still Is In tech­ 
nical custody for Juvenile authorities although at liberty.

In possession of police are several heavy chains recovered 
In palms of the city purk In front of the school after the 
police conducted a shake-down of the youths.

Had the police not stepped In when school officials fulled to 
act to quell race fights, several lads might have been seriously 
Injured, if not killed, by use of the chains In fighting.

While the community as a whole has praised the Torrance 
Herald for revealing the facts surrounding the fights, the school 
teachers and administrators were critical. That was to be ex­ 
pected. The revelation, in line with a newspaper's obligation 
and right to give the (public the news of the day, was not to 
the credit of the Torrance high school faculty.

The fights were public, in broad daylight, practically In 
downtown Torrance. They had to be explained.

Published In Its entirety below Is a letter from Harold E. 
Perry, principal of Torrance high school, which criticizes this 
newspaper for publishing the news, and makes claims of In­ 
accuracies In reporting the episodes. The Herald's findings also 
arc published In the adjoining column.

By THE EDITOR
Torrance Herald

The Torrance Herald In its edi­ 
tion of Feb. 1 did report, that 
the various high school students 
groups and faculty had called a 
meeting on Wednesday, 
eleventh hour attempt to stop 
the trouble on its third day. The 

ins taken are- to be commend 
by the community, but had 

they been taken on Monday, se- 
ious fighting would have been 

prevented.
Principal Perry has asked th 

Torrance Herald to correct "three 
unfortunate impressions to which 

readers of your paper were 
exposed," the first being that
 (he schools have attempted no 
control over the recent racia 
friction.

The fights started on Monday, 
they continued at noon at the

:hool on Tuesday, and after 
school on Tuesday, , cllmaxcc 
with the arrest of qne boy 
3":22 p. m. on Tuesday by police

"Strong arm" measures re­ 
ferred to by Principal Perry 
may not be the best means, but 
constant observation of the 
grounds by -the faculty, would 
stop such trouble before 
starts.

Principal Perry's letter states
t was claimed that on Tues­ 

day, soon after 3 p. m., no teach­ 
ers or administrators could be 
found..

Principal Culled
Following the second fight, 

which took place at the high 
school -on Tuesday noon, a call 

left in Principal Perry's of- 
at 1:30 p. m. asking him to 

contact the police department. 
Mr. Perry was not available at 
the time he was called by the 
solicc, and the message was left 
with the secretary's office' for 

to call, the record reveals. 
There was no response to the 
call.

The fight continued after 
school, on the school grounds in 
ront of the main building, the 
ihakedown resulting In the find 
ng of the chains and the arrest 

of the boy following.
While the faculty might have 

>ocn in an important meeting, 
he school was given official no- 
Ice by police and the trouble 

could have been stopped at that 
inu> by cooperation of the fac 
ilty without police interference. 
The police acted only after the 
school failed to act, after three 
iorious race fights.

Principal Perry states "the re­ 
port of a 'black market' ring 
or the sale of cigarette stubs 

itudents is rather surprising." 
The "ring" twice has been re­ 
ported to the Torrance Herald 
>y students at the high school; 
is was the report that cigarettes
 hard to get by adults and 
larder to get by school boys  
tarted the gang fights. 
Smoking takes place contin- 

ally on the school grounds, tho 
tudents have reported, and 
snipes" find a ready sale. 
Again even cursory observa- 

Ion by the faculty would have 
ovcaled this to the school. The 
rouble could have been avoided 
iy proper supervision.

State Law
One school teacher complained 

o police that they could not see 
ic children to their homes. The 
ate law provides that the 
 hools are responsible for the 
tudents, going to and from 
diools, and Principal Perry 
tales that the administrative 
lanual of thu Los Angeles 

Board of Education similarly 
rovldes for supervision of the 
Ind that would have prevented 
lose fights.
Perry commented that "It is 
highly impractical law," and 

(Continutd on Pag* 3)

By THE PRINCIPAL 
Harold E. Perry

"In the interest of reinforcing 
the efforts now being directed 
towards developing a more 
wholesome relationship among 
tho various racial groups in 
Torrance high school, and in the 
interest of continuing and in­ 
creasing the confidence Torrance 
parents may have in their local 
school personnel, I feel certain 
that you will wish to correct 
three unfortunate impressions to 
which the readers of your pa­ 
per were exposed by an article 
relating to race fights at the 
high school which was given 
front page publicity in the Tor- . 
ranee Herald of Feb. 1, 1945. 

"1. It was claimed that the 
schools have attempted no 
control over the recent 
manifestations of racial 
friction. In the light of 
the following facts, I am 

  sure you will agree that 
such a claim; is quite un­ 
founded. -:
"As soon as the serious­ 
ness of' the situation was 
realized, a school confer­ 
ence was called and mem­ 
bers of the Tartar Knights, 
Tartar Ladies, Aztec Club 
and Varsity Club listened 

. attentively to recommen­ 
dations from their faculty 
sponsors, as well as from 
Chief Stroh, Judge Willett 
and their principal. You 
have already reported 
that. Following the meet­ 
ing of the larger groups, 
representatives of these 
same groups met in two 

' later meetings to face 
facts in. frank discussion. 
As an outgrowth of these 
meetings, plans are being 
completed for the develop- 

. ment of a Campus Lunch­ 
eon Club which will Include 
leading representatives 
from various racial and 
campus groups and which 
will be dedicated to the 
promotion of greater 
friendship, understanding, 
and respect among all of 
the students in the high 
school.
"To be sure, the.school has 
not resorted to any 'strong 
arm' measures of control 
during this recent critical 
situation, but positive and 
far reaching controls of a 
more constructive nature 
are being instituted. 

"2. It was claimed that on 
Tuesday, soon after 3:00 p. 
m. no teachers or admin­ 
istrators could be found. 
Apparently no effort was 
made to locate the school 
personnel, for the adminis­ 
trators and the faculty 
were present at that time 
In the school library at a 
regular Tuesday afternoon 
meeting. This was a par­ 
ticularly important meet- 
Ing, being held on the sec­ 
ond day of the new se­ 
mester, and it lasted until 
after 4:15 p. m. Any or 
all of the members of the 
faculty could have been 
contacted on a moment's 
notice through the school 
office.

"3. The report gf a 'black 
market' ring for the sale 
of cigarette stubs to stu-   
dents Is rather surprising. 
Neither the administration 
of the school nor the mem­ 
bers of the Student Coun­ 
cil have any Information 
regarding the existence b' 
such a 'ring.' Thla type 
of publicity Is unfortunate 
from the standpoint of 
public relations. If the Po­ 
lice Department or your 
newspaper has reliable In- 
(ContinuMi on Pag* ))


