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filled as if there wore a vacancy in such office, as herein­ 
after provided.' 
Section 23. Informalities in Election:

Xo informalities in conducting municipal elections shall 
"Invalidate the same, if they have been conducted fairly and 
in substantial conformity to the requirements of this 
Charter. 
Section 24. Regulation of Elections:

(1) The City Council shall make all needful rules and 
regulations, not inconsistent with this Charter, for the con­ 
duct of elections, for the prevention of fraud in elections, 
and for the recount of the ballots in case of doubt or 

that the  ity Council shall meet as a 
canvassing board and duly canvass the election returns 
within four days after any municipal election.

(2) Voting Machines:
In case voting machines shall be used at municipal 

elections, the City Council shall have power, by ordinance, 
to modify the provisions of this article so far a-s may be 
necessary to adapt them to the use of voting machines. 
Section 25. Contested Elections and Disputes City 

Council:
The City Council shall decide all contested elections of 

elective officers of the City of Torrance, and all other dis­ 
putes arising in connection therewith, and its decision 
shall be final.       -.   _--     -  _..... 
ARTICLE VI. INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM AND RECALL 
Section 1. General Laws Applicable:

Except as herein provided, "thei "general laws of the 
State of California, providing for the initiative, referendum 
and recall in municipalities, as they now exist or hereafter 
may be amended, altered or repealed, are hereby made a

(d) Petition Filing, Publication: ftny condition arising from floods, strikes, the elemenU,
The City Clerk shall file the petition and cause the' riots, fire, and other public calamities.

same with said signatures to be published once a week for| Section 9^ Procedure JLInder General Law Change by 
two.successive weeks in the official newspaper of the city, " J! " " " "' '"""
at the expense of the petitioners, who shall deposit such 
expense with the City Clerk in advance of publication, with 
a notice in such publication that said petition "fa In the 
City Clerk's office and open for signatures.

(e) Petition Signatures:
- The >City Clerk shall, during office hours for thirty 

days from the last day of publicatipn aforesaid, keep the 
petition open for signatures by the qualified electors of the 
city, each signer to add to his signature his place of resi­ 
dence, giving street and number, and date ol signature. No 
petition other than the originating petition shall be signed 
or presented for signature at any place other than the City 
Clerk7s office, and must be verified by the City Clerk or 
one of his deputies. At the expiration of said thirty days, 
the City Clerk shall declare the petition closed for the pur­ 
pose, of examination, and within five days thereafter shall 
ascertain whether said petition is signed by qualified elec-j 
tors of the City of Torrance equal .to not less than 30 per 
centum of the qualified electors at the last general munici­ 
pal election; and the City Clerk shall attach to the petition 
his certificate showing the result of such examination, stat­ 
ing the number of qualified voters found upon said petition, 
and the number of persons not qualified to .vote, and in 
checking said petition the City Clerk shall designate the 
names of persons found thereon not qualified to vote, with 
the letters "D. V." in red ink opposite such name or names. 
If the petition is shown, by the City Clerk's certificate, to bej 
insufficient, the City Clerk shall at once notify the signers 
who originated the petition of recall of the deficiency, and 
five additional days, exclusive of the day of mailing, sBall

dnnl and recall in the City of Torrance shall be taken in 
accordance with said laws. 
Section 2. Initiative Ordinances:

(a) Petitions, Requisites, etc., of
The el of the City of Torraijce may submit any

part of this charter, and action under the initiative, referen-1 be allowed for the Onal completion of the recall petition.
Notice herein required shall consist of depositing in the 
postoffice 'at Torrance a letter, postage prepaid and regis­ 
tered, containing such notice, addressed to each signer 
originating the petition of recall at his a'ddress named in 
the originating petition. The City Clerk shall within three 
days after the expiration of the additional five days allowed 
in which to complete .the recall petition, make a like 
examination arid check the names as hereinbefore provided; 
and if the City Clerk's certificate shall show the recall peti­ 
tion to be still insufficient, no further action shall be 
taken. The failure to secure sufficient names shall not 
prejudice the filing of an entirely new petition to the same 
effect by the same or other originating petitioners. If the

     proposed ordinance to the City Council by a petition, which 
may consist of one or more papers, containing the signa­ 
tures of not less than ten nor more than twenty per centum 

(of the qualified electors of the City at the last general 
municipal election. Each elector must-add to his signature, 

__  _ his place of residence, giving the street and number, if any, 
 5~_i   his occupation, and the date of signing. Each elector must 

acknowledge his signature before a notary public, justice
of the peace, or the City Clerk. The proposed ordinance! petition shall be found to be sufficient, the City Clerk shall 

- - ... SUkmit the petition of recall, together with -his certificate,
to the City Council without delay, whereupon the City 
Council shall forthwith cause a special municipal election 
to be held not less than thirty nor more than sixty days 
after the date of the order calling such election, to de­ 
termine .whether the voters shall recall such officer. If 
the same ground or .grounds are alleged, one petition shall 
be sufficient to propose the recall of one or more officials. 
Upon the same ballot there shall be printed, in not more 
than twb hundred words, the ground or grounds set. forth 
in the recall petition for demanding the recall of the officer 
or officers; and upon the same ballot in not more than two 
hundred words, the officer or officers may justify himself 
or themselves. There shall be printed on the recall ballot, 
as to every officer whose recall is to.be voted on, .the fol­ 
lowing question: "Shall (name pf person against whom 
the recall-petition is filed) tie recalled from the office (title 
of office)?", following which'question Shall be the "wprd's 
"Yes" and "No" on separate lines, with a blank space at 
the right of each, in which the voter shall, by stamping a 
cross (X) indicate his vote for or against such recall. If 
a majority of those voting on said question of the recall of 
any officer shall vote "No," said officer shall continue in 
office. If a majority of those voting on said question of

Ordinance or Charter:
Where the general laws of the State provide a pro­ 

cedure for the carrying out and enforcement of any rights 
or powers belonging to the City, said procedure shall con­ 
trol and be followed, unless a different procedure shall 
have been provided in this Charter or by ordinance. 
Section 10. General Powers:

The City Council shall have power to enact any fur­ 
ther legislation not in conflict with the provisions of this 
Charter, necessary or convenient to accomplish the trans­ 
fer and succession of all powers, duties, functions and 
liabilities of all officers, employees and divisions of the 
Government of the City of Torrance as it exists under the 
laws of the State af California to the proper officers, em­ 
ployees, and divisions of government under this Charter. 
 ARTICLE VIII. SPECIFIC RIGHTS AND POWERS AND

LIMITATIONS THEREON 
(Note; See Article XVIII Finance and Account­ 

ing Department, for special provisions relating to 
Taxes, Bonds, Licenses, and other Fiscal Affairs.) 
Without in any way or to any extent limiting or cur­ 

tailing the powers and rights hereinabove conferred or men­ 
tioned, except as hereinafter specifically provided, and for 
the purpose of removing all doubt concerning the exercise 
of the powers hereinafter expressly mentioned, the City of 
Torrance shall have the following powers and rights, 'to- 
wit: 
Section 1. Taxes Levy and Collection:

To levy and collect taxes, and to levy and collect 
license taxes for both regulation and revenue. 
Section 2. Money Right to Borrow, Indebtedness, Bonds: 

To borrow money, incur municipal indebtedness, and 
issue_ bonds or other evidence pf such indebtedness. 
Section 3. Property Acquisition and Mortgage:

To purchase or otherwise, acquire real or personal 
property subject to mortgage, trust deed or other encum­ 
brance, but shall have no power to mortgage or otherwise 
encumber its property for any purpose whatsoever. 
Section 4. Property Sale, Lease and Conveyance:

To lease, sell, convey and dispose of any and all prop­ 
erty, real or personal, provided however that no property 
exceeding five hundred dollars in value shall be sold with­ 
out ..first publishing n'otice pf intention to sell, in a news­ 
paper of general circulation in the City of Torrance, once 
a week for two weeks preceding the date of such sale. The 
notice of intention shall describe the property, the minimum
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districts irrigation or other improvement districts im 
Jorate 1 or organized under the constitution and/or huv, of 
the State of California, in order to acquire, construct, «  , . 
nlete develop, maintain, operate and use sewers, Hewer 
I utfHilH and sewage disposal plants', and a source or sourcesuH
of waer upp to- municipal, irrigation and domestic ,;nr 
poses and to construct any and all works facilities, and 
Improvements necessary for their joint and _ several pur­ 
poses, uses and needs, and to unite with such other CHIPS, 
counties and/or districts In bond issues therefor 
Section 15. Garbage and Rubbish Disposal  and 

Consolidation: -
To provide for collection within the City, and disposal 

of all classes of garbage, dead animals, combustible or noii- 
combustible rubbish and waste matter of all kinds, ami to 
provide for joining with any other municipality or county 
in acquiring land and facilities of any character or nature 
necessary or convenient to be acquired for the incineration 
or disposal of garbage and other refuse matter. 
Section 16. Lighting System  Installation, Maintenance 

and Repair:
Whenever the public interest or convenience may re­ 

quire the City Council may, under and in accordance with 
the laws of the State of California governing such matter, 
or a system to be prescribed by ordinance, provide for the 
installation on, in, under, over and/or across any alley or 
public way within the City, appurtenances or property of 
any character necessary or convenient for the lighting of 
such streets or public ways, and may cause such system to 
be kept in proper repair and use, and may defray the costs 
of such Installation, as well as the necessary expense of 
maintaining such lights either from assessments levied upon 
property within the City, or the City may meet the neces­ 
sary expense of such installation and/or maintenance of 
such lights cither from the General Fund of the City or 
from funds derived from the formation of a municipal 
lighting maintenance district, which district may include 
any other portion of the. City being served with lights. 
Section 17. Drainage Districts:

To establish under general' laws or otherwise a drain­ 
age district or districts within the City of Torrance, and/or 
to unite with another city, or with other cities, and/or with 
the County of Los Angeles, State of California, in estab­ 
lishing such district or districts, and in connection there­ 
with to provide all necessary and suitable facilities and 
structures, and for the issuance and sale of bonds sufficient 
to effect such purposes and to assess all costs and expenses 
thereof upon the territory affected thereby.

must be attached~to such petition, and each sheet thereof
  containing any signatures. There must be attached1 to said
 petition the name and address of some' elector to whom 
' said petition may be returned, if found insufficient, as 

. hereinafter provided. 
'"' (b) Verification and Sufficiency of Petition:

Within, ten days after filing said petition, the City Clerk
    must compare the signatures with the record of registration 

' of said electors at the last general municipal election, and
  -examine said petition, and report to the City Council on

the sufficiency thereof.- If, however, said petition is found
;;' not to be sufficient by the City Clerk, the latter shall return
- the same to tha person named, therein to receive the same 

in event of insufficiency thereof, by registered mail, with a
- -statement setting forth the deficiencies in the petition. 

Within thirty days thereafter said original petition and one'
-"supplemental petition may be filed with said City Clerk; 

who shall thereupon examine the'same in 'a like manner
1 as before. If said original petition and/or said original 

petition and said supplemental petition is found sufficient 
by the City Clerk, he shall so certify to the City Council, 
and the latter shall thereupon and '-Within ten days there- 

1 after, pass said ordinance, without alteration or amend­ 
ment, or submit the same to the electors at the next regu­ 
lar municipal election. If, however, the petition is signed 
by fifteen per centum of the electors of said city and con­ 
tains a request that it be submitted forthwith, the City

"'Council must call a special municipal election jpn the matter
  at as early a date as practicable. " "" 

. (c) Ordinances re Expenditures of Public Money, In- 
"' creasing Salarips-;

No initiative ordinance providing for the expenditure 
of public money or for an increase in salaries of any officer j 
or employee of the city shall take effect until the beginning 
of the fiscal year next following the date of its adoption. 

'Section 3. Referendum:
(a-) Ordinances Subject to
All ordinances shall be subject to the. referendum, amlj 

shall not go into effect until the expiration of thirty days 
from and after their first, publication, as in this charter 
'provided, except: (1) Ordinances calling or otherwise re- 

'. lating to elections; ('!) Ordinances especially required by 
;' the general laws of the State of California to become effec- 

live prior thereto; (3) Ordinances adopted for the preserva­ 
tion of the public welfare, peace, health or safety, and/or 

'plher ordinances which contain a declaration of sufficient 
. facts constituting it an em urgency ordinance, and passed 

by a four-fifths vote, and (4) Annual tax levy, budget and, 
or bond issue ordinances, or other ordinances submitted to 
the electors.

(b) Petition:
In order to invoke the referendum against any such

nouce oi iiueiiuuii aiiau uescrioe uie property, me minimum g tjo ^ R D istr icts, Establishment:
price to be received, and the time when the sale will be establish and change from ti
consummated. Said notice shall be published by order of 1 ' b
the City Council.
Section 5. Illegal Collections, Refund of:

To order the repayment to the persons entitled thereto 
by .the Treasurer of any taxes, percentages, expenses, sums 
or costs erroneously or illegally collected. 
Section 6. Rates Collectible Under Franchises, etc.:

and collected by any person or corporation for commodities 
or services rendered under or iii connection with any fran­ 
chise; permit or license heretofore or hereafter granted by 
the City Council, or other authority, provided that the same

California.    
Section 7. Fees Official Services:

To fix the fees, compensation and/or charges for any 
,and all..official services not otherwise: provided for in this 
charter. - - ' 
Section 8. Gifts:

; To receive devises, bequests, gifts and donations of all 
kinds of property, in fee simple, or in trust, for charitable

time to time fire
districts and fire limits within the said city. 
Section 19. Gravel Beds Acquisition, Operation and 

Transportation:
To lease, purchase, or otherwise acquire, own and/or 

'operate gravel beds and quarries, and to transport, gravel 
and rock therefrom for the purpose of making, improvin 
and/or repairing any street or public way either within 
without the boundaries of the City of Torrance, or for 
other purposes. 
Section 20. Dairies, "Regulation of:

To'provide for the'inspection and-regulation of all 
dairies within the boundaries of said city, and to- provide 
for the inspection and regulation of all dairies outside of 

| the boundaries of said city that offer for sale or sell, either 
directly or indirectly, any of their products within-the'said 
city. „ ' '' ""_ 
Section 21. Airport: ', ' £

To purchase, or otherwise acquire, hold or lease prop­ 
erty within or outside of the boundaries of the city suitable 
'and convenient for an airport, terminal or landing place

or other purposes and to do all acts necessary to carry out 
the purposes of such .devises, bequests, gifts and donations 
with power to manage, sell, lease, or otherwise dispose of--„--- ^ -_ -—___ ^ ~ -.--_- -. \\ltil JJVIWCl LU lllullo.g^, £3^11, icaa^, \Jl ^Lil^lWlOC Ulopwoc V*

the recall of any.officer shall vote "Yes," said officer shall | the same in accordance with the terms of the devise, be-
thereupon be deemed removed from such office, and the 
City Council shall declare said office vacant, and shall im­ 
mediately fill such vacancy by appointment,.such appointee 
to hold office until the next general municipal election. An 
officer thus removed shall not he eligible to succeed him­
self.

(f) Officer to Continue 
Election:

Duties Until Removed at

After a petition for recall or a person from office has 
been filed, he may continue to perform' the duties of his 
office until the Council has canvassed the returns of the 
election and declared that a majority of the votes upon 
the question of his recall was cast in favor thereof. 

ARTICLE VII. GENERAL RIGHTS AND POWERS 
OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE

The City of Torrance shall have the right and power: 
Section 1. Sue and Be Sued:

To sue and be sued by said name in all courts and 
proceedings. 
Section 2. Seal:

To have and use a common seal, alterable at pleasure. 
Section 3. Municipal Affairs: '

To make and enforce all laws and regulations in re­ 
spect to municipal affairs, subject only to the restrictions

quest, gift or donation or absolutely in case such devise, 
bequest or trust be unconditional. 
Section 9. Eminent Domain Gifts, etc.:

To exercise the right of eminent domain, through its 
City Council, for the purpose Of acquiring real, and/or per­ 
sonal property of every kind whatsoever within and/or 
without the corporate limits of said City, necessary or con­ 
venient for the use of said City, or of the public or inhabi­ 
tants thereof, and to acquire by purchase, lease, bequest, 
devise, gift, condemnation or otherwise, within and without 
the limits of said City, property of-every kind and nature] 
for all purposes.

,   , ,  t .   ^ ,, proper functioning of all such departments of government a Personal obligation, against the owner, le:
so created, and to prescribe the duties pertaining to thep 5 a0V"tefh"- ^ *£d.P«>pcrty. .1 «""* «»  »*
respective offices thus created, and-to provide for the elec­ 
tion or appointment, and the compensation of the officers 
and their respective assistants aftd employees to fill the

and limitations provided in this Charter; provided, however,: same.
that nothing herein shall be construed to prevent or re-1 Section 11. Election Regulation's:
strict the City from exercising or consenting to, and the| ' TO make'rules and 'regulations gov elections
City is hereby authorized to exercise, any or all rights,! within the said City, not inconsistent with this charter.

and gatherings therein, and to regulate and, or prohibit thofunctions of the city government to or with appropriatesubmitted to the electors at exhibition or carrying in parades, or otherwise, of any

lac i
Section 4. Recall:

(aI Who May lie Uncalled: ; t. urry |ng out ,i,0 rjgil tB uncj powers of said City.
Ihe hoder ot any e,leei,vc oil.cc m Ihc City of Tor-, Section 7. Other Municipal Powers: 

ranee may lie recalled l>y the qualified electors of the City 
of Torrance at any time after he has he.UJ office for six 
months.

(hi Petition, MOW Originated:
.Nui less ihan -0 nor more than DO qualified electors 

if i In- City of Torrance may originate a petition of
;-aid iiuulit'icij electors shall file with the City Clirk a pet I- 
imii cijiiininin^ a j.;cii<Tiil :.iaicmuni of (he ground or 
ground., of recall.

(i I 1'clltion, Requisites, Execution: 
Thin petition shall he signed in the preacnce of the 

  "''iv CI-rN l.y each of i lie petitioners originating: Mir renil.

Culiforniu and to do all things necessary or convenient forj elation and is set forth in thu ordinance establishing such
j transfer or consolidation, und any such transfer or consoll 
j dation may be repealed by ordinance, which repeal will

To exercise each und every power which a municipal j terminate? the suspension-of the provisions of the charter 
corporation might, or could exercise under the Constitution! lioreinubove provided for. 
of California, 

tion 8. In
To do und to perform any and all other acts and tilings 

necessary, proper or convenient to curry out the provisions 
of this Charier, the rights and powers of the City of Tor-

Section 13. Co-operation With Other Governing Bodies:
To co-operate or join by contract or otherwise, with 

other cities, with states or (he 
mental bodies.

nation, or other govern- 
'" dlstrlctH or utiuuciu-

lions, fur promoting or carrying out any of the powers of 
ranee, or any of ihe laws, rules, regulations, ordinances or the City or for the acquiKli'ion. construction or operation

conv

i,,

resolution;; adopted in pursuance (hereof, or any of the of any works, plants or structures
general laws of the Slate of California applicable to the for carrying mil any of 111
City of Torrance, and to provide by ordinance fur all mat-! l>y tlii;; charier.
i"!':- '".'i (.'Mi?!-"!.-'- i'i-'.>vh|.-,i t'm- by ii)j-.! ..rh-jrt.c!" 1 i\<r i h'-' <£o'-ti'_vi 11 imnrov'.'nwnt. Sanitation.
prupiv piot'-Hion ,_,,' ,1,,. , ..,,.,. i,,,,1,1, .,,,.) :.j..fciy -it n.i. l.»i..,i.iH,t:,, Coiib'jliclatiun With:
City and the mliabiunto tiu.ie.ul, or to regulate and luuirol, To join \\ilii uuc. or uiOi'e clUOu, counties, sanitation

for aircraft, .provide for the management, equipment and 
maintenance of the same and may co-operate with other 
governmental agencies in the acquisition, management or 
control thereof, and may by ordinance regulate the opera­ 
tion of all manner and types of aircraft, whether heavier 
than air or otherwise, in or over any part of said city, 
and to prescribe the respective minimum heights at which 
any and all types of aircraft may be operated over said city, 
and.which, as prescribed from time to time, shall be ob­ 
served, except when such aircraft is being operated in the 
immediate act of either taking off or landing. 
Section 22. Nuisances, Power to Define and Abate:

The City Council shall have power and it shall .be its 
duty to defihs nuisances, and to prevent, remove and abate 
the same, and to provide that such nuisances may be re­ 
moved or abated summarily, or otherwise, at the expense

Section 10. New Departments, Creation of: |' of the Pereon °r persons, firm or firms, corporation or 
To create by ordinance offices, boards, bureaus, com- corporations creating, causing, allowing, committing or 

missions or division of government other than those estab- il1^^111^.^"0!.11.11.^"?.0. "r ,!luisa!^.es ' and f°r the coJ - 
lished by this charter or by the general law, whenever the 
public convenience or necessity, in the opinion of the ma­ 
jority of the members of the council, may require the same, 
and to provide all necessary or convenient facilities for the

lection of such expenses by suit against any such party or 
parties, and/ or by- ordinance to make the expense of such 
abatement a lien against the real property where such 
nuisance is so maintained, as well as to make such expense

ssee or other

Section 23. Public Exhibitions, Regulations:
To license, regulate, and, when deemed necessary by 

the City Council, in order to. preserve the public peace, 
health, welfare, or safety of the public, or inhabitants of 
said city, to prohibit- any and all public exhibitions, shows*, 
games, amusements or meetings of any nature, excepting 
only meetings of the City Council of said cit

such encroachments and obstructions.
Section 26. Theaters and Public Halls, Regulation: tf]

To regulate the. untrancoH to and the exits from alT 
thoalurs, lecture rooms, public halls, school;;, churches and 
public buildings of every kind, and to regulate and prevent 
the placing of seals, chairs, hem-he:,, or other obstructions^ 
in the halls, aisles or other passageways therein. 
Section 27. Hotels and Apartments;

To regulate hotels, courts, lodging houses, tonernentt' 
apartment ami hoarding houses, and to prevent the over­ 
crowding of (lie same, and to require the same, to bo pin

authorize!; I Section 28, Disorderly and'indecent Practices, Regulation: 
j To |ire\ciit any and all drii.ik-.>nm-ss. offensive, 1m- 

«nd Wntcr »wraJ. imlecnil and dh-orderlyconduct ami practices in *-yi.'
i'-ity, and to P. train and -.rui'ilui ;,n ivmij. ; alK( a , ,  , (j,,,,,,, 

(.Continued ou i'age a-U


