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Useful Alfalfa

In an age where the unusual and
he things of exi
are looked for, comnonplace things,
facts are often overlooked. In ag-
riculture, while botanists are con-
tinually discovering and developing
new forms of plant life, engaging
the attention of agriculturalists an
farmers, ‘many an old-established,
useful product is ‘not utilized fully.

Probably ‘as old as agriculture
itself is cultivated alfalfa.  Easy
to grow, useful as a food for cat-
tle, as an improver of soil, it has
come down to the present genera-
tion from past ages. By historical
record, present day people know
that Kin,

the animals of his vast armies
while on conquering expeditions;
know that the Romans used if and
introduced it into other countries
including * Spain, from which 'it
was brought to the New World. -

In California, alfalfa ' covers
about ‘one million acres of land,
placing this State first in the coun-

. try as a producer of alfalfa hay. In]

Californja it is called. the Univer~
sal Plant, called  the .most valua-
ble plant because it is the basis' of

the dairy industry, as well as belng]’

* responsible - for sustained progpr,

tion of vegetable crops, for by éro;
rotation “it supplies the  soil wit
humus and nitrogen. i
Almost every county in Califor:
nia ‘has some of its acreage sowed
with alfalfa, But the principal
Southern . California = producing
areas are around Antelope Valley
in Los Angeles Coufty; San Ja-
cinto, Hemet, Arlington and
Palo Verde Valley in Riverside
County; Mg}:vc River .and Chino
districts in’San Bernardino Counity,
and Tmperial Valley, 5
Commonplace as it is, ‘alfalfa is
not ungenerous with its growers
in remunerative' return, gh
not the highest producer of wealth
in Califcmlaiit nevertheless is near
the top of thie list. Costs of pro-
duction Lv:g'grutly with' the dis-
tricts. valuation, water costs,
yields per acre, and many another
factor must be considered. The
average production of alfalfa in
California is 4.20 tons per acre.
Some of the desert arcas, where
six to gight cuttings are the .rule,

‘produce from six to eight tons and

up to as high.as 11 tons per acre.

The Antelope Valley average -is
around five and a half tons per
acre, In the Hemet area, seven

tons is the average. Imperial reaps
about five to 'seven tons of good
alfalfa per acre. The price range
on the s Angeles market for the
past two or three years, for No. 1
dairy alfalfa has been from $18 to
$30 per ton. 2

Where land and water costs are
réasonable and where good qual-
ity hay can be produced, experts
are of the”opinion that there is
great possibility, for profitable ex-
pansion of al{alfa production in
Southern California. At present,
outlets for outside markets are
somewhat hampered due partly to
transportation costs, Neither are
there any compress facilitics at Los
Angeles Harbor. Local growers,
however, are keeping the export
market in mind, waiting for a time
when ‘local production exceeds lo-
cal demand at a period when_the
price is low. Then they expect to
gain a goodly share of the coast
business, which at the present time
oes, in large measure, to San
Francisco.

' Mustard, 85%

Few dining tables are there which
have not at some period of their
life played host to-a jar of food-
flavoring jmustard. Mushy and yel-
low, thausands of oaters flayor
meats with it, make otherwise un-
appetizing meals quite delectable.
Srowers and manufacturers take
the mustard plant, pick it, grind
it and tin it. ﬁouscwives and ohefs
buy the .dry,-powdered mustard,
add water] make it into a yellow
paste. As -such consumers spread
it upon their food,

In all the country, 85 per cent
of commercialized mustard 1s grown
on the slopes of enchanting Lom-
poc Valley in Santa Barbara Coun-
ty. Huge areas of mustard add
beauty to an already flower be-
decked district ther '

b Xerxes of Persia, (700
B: C)) utilized alfalfa as forage for

propriated by the county for fair

ALFALF

IN THE ANTELOPE VALLEY

MO ¥

o« first in the country as a produter of alfalfa is California:

During the past season, Lompoc
Valley planted and ' raised two
thousand acres of mustard (red or
Trieste variety). Fronm this huge
crop growers harvested a yield of
approximately 20,000~ 100-pound
sacks. Averve production per acre
in Lompoc Valley is from 1000 to
2000 pounds, although some grow-
ers are known to have obtained

The,_introduction of mustard in
the valley took place about forty-
five years ago. Experimenters
found that cultivation was easy and
inexpensive; found also, after dem-
onstrations, that the valley, was

suitable for the crop. From 'then
on mustard has been produced
commercially, has grown to be

one of the principal croj s in_the
valley. Also has it won .Egh hon-

O o
creasing. To combat this lurking
evil was lately founded the Cali-
fornia . Ripe live Distributors;
Ltd, formed by independent and
co-operative packers and fr‘?wqr_
leaders to exploit markets with 'the

surplus of normal sales. . The new

g !

geles: '
Recently ih  San Bernardino

County were figures compiled per-

tinent to hof producing; resulted

a report declaring that the enor-

mous rate of 7,000, unds an-.

nua!'ly were bLeing produced. Local

5

pected to turn
sluggish returns of owners of the
State’s 29,820 bearing acres of
olives. to aggressive profits; . apd
this in the face of conditions which
show that the United States has
not as yet begun to use olives as
a_food, ‘or knows nothing of their
rich vitamin content, or of the
thousand and one ways they may
be used as food.

Therefore last week sixty-thous~
and cases of California’s finest
olives .were rolling eastward, pooled
by .the new California Ripe Olive
Distrib Ltd., with produce in-

ors, prizes, in P il
foreign mustard wherever exhibit-
) ;

At Washington before the two
national legislative bodies is'a pro-
tective tariff bill, which, if passed
upon, will place a two cent pro-
tective tariff upon mustard. Hard
at work' to secure this tariff for
some time has been the Lompoc
Chamber of Commerce,

Imperial’s Fair :
Four years ago, Imperial Coun-
ty innu¥urated what_it called the
Tmperial Midwinter ‘Fair, Sponsor-
ed by Brawley business men, it con-
('inuf.d for two_years, then . ended
iny ) Tod 1
a newl

appointed fair board took
hold of the matter this year, re-
vived the Midwinter Fair as a
county proposition, made plans for
the event. Last week the plans of
the fair board were accepted by the
County Supervisors. Of $37,365 ap-

purposes, the fair board proposed
to spend the major part in erectin
a grandstand, administration an
other buildings, after the plan of
the Los Angeles County fair
grounds, in Poména. The board fa-
vors the samé eighty-acre site, on
which the former fairs had been
held, near the city of Imperial, Ten-
tative figures last week indicated
that the Midwinter Fait would not
be held until sometime in February,
allowing time for the grounds *~ be
properly developed,

Olive Markets
While scores of California crops
were being successfully’ exploited,
olives for the past few years have
had trouble in finding suitable mar-
kets, although in point of produc-
tion they have been steadily in-
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We have something to b

proud af, and something
we want you to sce. t's
one_of the largest displays

of Farm Machines ever ns-
sembled on the Coast. e
sure to see our new home

T\g ,"_'I:‘U 5039 ’ -
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NEW ADDRESS

JHO W m
in the International Har-

Building the next
time you're in town. The
largest repair stack in Cali-
fornia is available here and
plenty of parking space all
of the time,
FELTHOUSE & ZARLEY,

734 Lawrence St., Los Apgeles

| annually.

cluded from 1365 acres in Los An-
feles County, 1205 in Riverside;

165 in San Bernardino; 1300 in
San Diego; 350 in Santa Barbara;
412 in Ventura; 953 in Kern; 59 in
Imperial; 250 in Kings, and 30 in
Orange.

Olives ar& raised in practically
every county in California except
those in the high: mountain and
timbered area. And with an ag-

pi ey » , does not
equal consumption, * 3

To the end of making Southern
California ‘a leading pork producer
was launched last for(night a thory
oughgoing study of the situation
in the South, The enabling of the
southern counties to take advan-
tage of their extensive alfalia and
barley crops in hog raising .is the
aim of the present investigation,

Horticultural Rarities

Thousands of plants, some
valued at thousands of dollars,
others never before produced, were
this week exhibited when Pasade-
na's annual Southern California
Fall'Flower Show opened: its doors.
The floral displays were viewed by
thousands during the four daysand
nights of _the show, Its theme:
“California’ Gardens.”

Forty communitiés, twelve Cali-
fornia counties, many private con-
scfyla_tories, garde}l clubs entered

gressive  educational
think olive packers, their product
will stage one of the most spectac-
ular comebacks in agricultural his-
tory. 7 '

; comp for the $2000
cash awards, the sixty silver tro-
phies, valued at $100 each, to, be
presented to prize winners.
Featured rarities: the only green

Cattle Center

Fourth greatest producers of beef
cattle in the United States, leader

‘in the production of lambs, is the

State of California fog the year
1928, Thus speaks a report com-
piled by the Los Angeles Chamber
of Commerce last fortnight. Very
few are the beef cattle shipped out
of the State to eastern centers, but
spring Jambs are shipped as far
cast as
cause they reach the market ahead
of other shipments, they receive
top prices, 3

For more than a dozen western
states, Los Angeles, in the last year,
hps become the, marketing center.
Through the thirty packing houses,
500,000 cattle and calves, 700,00
hogs, and 700,000 sheep and lambs
pass annually. To California
stockmen the Los Angeles 5packin
houses pay more than $6. .000.00%
‘All told, 2,000,000 live-
stock are passing on through the
packing plants yearly, .

Various are: the sources from
which the cattle, sheep and hogs
are drawn.  During the spring and
summer months, when grass feed
is available on Southern Califor-
nia's pastures and ranges, nearly
100 per cent of the cattle and sheep
consumed in the section ori
From ranges as far east as
Colorado the supply is taken dur-
ing the remainder of the year,

Imperial  Valley alone, stock-
yard records indicate, is the graz-
ing ground for 70,000 cattle “that
find their way'yearly to Los An-

ew York City, where, be- |

chrysanthemums ever grown, a sin=
gle orchid valuea at $6000, a cac-
tus which jumps at passersby, Mex-
ican and Central American plaats,
other floral oddities.

% .
Teague Explains

At Columbus, Obhio, last week
met the United States Chamber of
Commerce. At a round table dis-
cugsion of the agricultural market-
ng act, among others, sat Califor-
nia’s C.«C. Teague, Federal Farm
Board member. Fresh from a quiz-
zing by the Senate agricultural
committee at Washington, Teague
‘was at home with the topic. under
discussion, took an active part in
reviewing it,

In a specially prepared speech he
told the ' Chamber of Commerce
of the problems facing the Farm
Board, of the board's plans to
make the  agricultiral marketing
act workably sound. In answer to
criticism of certain members of the
Senate that the board was func-
tioning too slowly, Téague quoted
two paragraphs from the farm re-
lief act, thus: That the stabiliza-
tion corporations who wish ‘aid
“shall exert ‘every reasonable ef-
fort to avoid losses and obtain
profits”; also that loans were pro-
hibited when the board might con-
sider them likely to increase pro-
duction in which there was already
a surplus,

If the board is to abide by these
provisions, thought ‘T'eague, it
must make exh; ve enquiries in-
to the responsibility of the stabili-

zition corporations before any

foan can be made. All this takes
time, said Teague, as well -as ad-
ministrative machinery - which cane
not be set up in a few days.
Agricultire and business are
closel‘y relalcdi Teague told the
h s, in Tusi
Agriculture, he said, is a basic in-
dustry, but largely dependent upon
the prosperity of business. Onl{
when ‘business is good can- agricul-
ture find a good market for its
products. P p

Nonchalant Nut-Picker

When two automobiies crashed
last' week - on  Valley Bbulevard,
causing one of ‘them to deflect into
the Ernest Jackson ‘walnut grove,
west of Ontario, and strike a trce
in-avhich a Mexican laborer was
picking walnuts, ‘not at all discon=
certed was the picker. e dis=
mounted from the top 1dng of the
ladder on which he was perched,
placed it on the body of the car, re-
mounted, continued his nut-pick-

ing.

go startled were other pickers in
the orchard that they.refused to re-
sume their labor until the smashed
machine - was removed  from the
rove. Meanwhile, the undisturbed
aborer continued picking, picking,
picking. i

Rabbit “Bleat”’

Could a rabbit express himself
he would probably vouch for the
fact ‘that the most pernicious of all
rabbit diseases is the “bloat.” Wor=
ried rabbit raisers in Southzrn Cal-
ifornia for the past year have
wracked their brains continually for
a cure of this disease, which threat-
ened to’ wipe out the rabbit indus-
try in this part of the State.

Last fortnight to their aid came
assertedly heaven sent Dr. Roger
Truesdale of Pomona College, for-
merly, of Redlands. Diverse experi=
ments led him to what he believes
is a_cure to formerly incurable rab-
bit bloat. His remedy is developed
from a mash, left after alcohol has
been extracted from cane molasses.
He, salvages mineral charcoal from
the¢ mash and feeds it to the rabe
bits. ‘This concoction has the re~
sult of stopping the discase.

Said John Meyer, director of the
United ~ States rabbit experiment
station at Fontana, concerning
Truesdale’s remedy: “It has good
results in all sections, but it will

-ftake time to determine definitel

whether jt is a remedy in all cases.”

Nursery Law
Fiercely the State of California
wages continual war on insect

‘pests; jealously the State guards -
t:

s crops from ravenous bugs. Re-
cent among , provisions to guard
agriculture was the revision of the

alifornia  nursery MN@erise/ law.
Among the new provisions . are
those d di more 1
registration of persons and firms,
selling nursery stock and. plants,
along with atthority to rescind li~
;:cmu of wilful violators of the
aw.

Those who, deal in potted plants,
usedfor ‘'ornamental purposes, are ‘
also  subject to registration re<!
quirements. ‘The faw is designed
to allow officials to inspect nurser-
ies and thus prevent the spread

of insect E“s and plant diseases.
; ——
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