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enue in Lomita part of an im-
oved major north and south high-
ay from Los Angeles to the sea
ok on a bright hue this week.
Acting upon advice from county
ficials, " a Jjoint committee from
omita < and  Torrance Tuesday
ed with the county a request for
| petition which  would initiate
oceedings for the following: op-
ing of Cabrillo avenue in Tor-
ince. from Plaza del Amo to Ca-
ino  Real, 100 feet wide; open-
g of Cabrillo, 80 feet wide, from
ino Real to junctioh with Esh-
A widening of Eshelman to
0 feet south to Appian way i
he foothills; ‘paving of route with
0 foot highway.
The. committee which acted com-
iged John Holm of Lomits and
ayor Dennis and Carl L. Hyde ot
orrance. The committee was re-
ently assured by Supervisor Mec-
lellan that the, few highway
ould receive county aid as part
the regional plan for major traf-

Torrance Woman, G;ieving Ov)er, 8
Death of Her Little Son, Hangs
Herself from Rafter in Garage

W. R. Atwood, “Torrance barber drove his automobile
into his garage at his home at 842 Cota avenue yesterday
afternoon and was greeted by the sight of his 36-year-old
wife Edith, hanging dead from a rafter. : >

Two months ago Mrs. Atwood lifted her infant son
from his little crib—dead. Since then she has been griev-~
ing constantly.

In the pocket of her dress was found a note, which
read, “Bury me in Sunnyside close to Junior. Give Mrs.
Louden and Hazel each $100 of my money. Have a well
driven for my mother and father and pay for it out of ‘my
money.”

Yesterday morning Mr.
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Torrance Permits, 20th in
State, Top List in Per
Capita Summary

Official surhimaries of building
permits issued in California cities
during 1927, just compiled, reveal
that Torrance stood twentieth
among all the municipalities of the
state, led all California in percent-
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f Action to make this _highway ! e AT a
As Well kittoa wore ting $a 000 L st |1 2d been dead for several hours. She had attached a fabric in Torrance

art of a mew route from the city
o the sea began last May when

bommittee wis appointed by May-
br Dennis as follows: Sam Rappa-
port, Charles Vonderahe, Charles
Schultz and City Engineer Frank
N.conard. As negotiations proceed-
d it was found advisable to sep-
rate the county work from that
ccessary to be accomplished in

ccount  of the Cabrillo avenue
ght of way controversy with the
Pacific “Electric.
pow nearing completion for a num-
ber of strect crossings over the P.
tracks on Cabrillo. After these
hegotiations are completed action
o get the right of way payed will
be' instituted.

. The Cabrillo-Eshelman plan con-
emplates the opening of a new
oute from Western avenue east of
he Pacific Electric station and di-
ctly into Cabrillo avenue.
\While negotiations with the P.
(5. are under way ‘the county pro-
eedings for improvement south of
Plaza del Amo will be pushed vig-
rously. e

L. H. Hawi(ins Is
Recovering from
Operation Here

1. H. Hawkins of the Samplé
iStore in convalescing at his home
in Redondo Beach after an opera-
on for appendicitis at the Jared
Sidney Torrance Memorial. hos-
pital. Mr. Hawkins will be busy
vith his many duties in a few
eeks.

ange Dates for
M. E. Church Feasts

“Announeement .is made ‘that the
date of holdipg the regular mounth-
f iy dinners given by the M. E.
church ~ Brotherhotd, has  been
changed to the first Monday in
the month. The next dinner will
be held February 6 instead of on
the 18th as originally planned.
= sl e IR I

Postmasters of
S. Calif. Meet in
Legion Building

The Los Angeles Association of
Postmasters held an interesting
meeting, Friday, Jan 13, in the
Legion clubhouse, with Postmaster
Az & Helser of Glendale, president, in

e 1 the chair. ! Y
Following the business session,
plano and vocal solos were rénd-
cred: by Miss Virginia: Watson and
Lioyd Brennan.

The 68 members present enjoyed
the trip through the Columbia Steel
plant, in the evening, which had
been srvanged by the host 'of the
day, Postmaster Alfred Gourdier of
Torrance.

Postmaster Merriam of Alhambra
i secretary of the organization,
which will mcet at San Fernando
Feb. 10,

T
A real plan service. Consolidated
Lumber Co—Adv. S
B S Semsemn i ——
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Runemplutlnx other additions and

orrance, due to certain delay on’

Negotiations are |

“§1 000,00,

-
The: Columbia Steel Corporation
Friday broke ground for additions
to its Torrance plant which will
cost more thau $500,000. /Fhe ad-
ditions” include a new. opéen hearth
furnace of 50 tons capacity to cost
$195,000 and blooming mill
$310,000, N. A, Becker: recenily
appointed efficiency consulting
zineer of the corporation, was I
when “the mew consfruetion goik
was started.  Iivine "Skénchy wio
was in. charge of  construction
when _the new sheet mill was erect-
¢t in record time was  also in
charge of the construction job now
under way.

Columbia officials said that’ the
big open hearth would bhe’ com-
pleted in ten weeks and that work
of installation in the new bloom-
ing mill would begin shortly.

The. construction work will
(uire the employment of about 150
onal men for a period of
months and when the open
hearth and the blooming mill -are
completed about 100 men will be
added to the payroll, according to

re

re-

th

W. I. Booth, genexal manager
here.
Future Is Bright
The new sheet mill 8 started
last May.' By May 1928 the ca-

pacity of the Torrance plant wili
have been doubled. If plans now
‘belng considered are eventually ap-
proved, it is reported, the plant as
it stands in May 1928 will again
be deubled in 1928 and 1929. The
production_of ingots at the Tor-
ran plant according to present
plang will be materially changed.
At present’ ingots nine by nine,
yuare and - tapered “are being
turned out. In the future ingots
will be cylindrical. The present
ingot weighs 1250 pounds; the round
one will weigh 3500 pounds. The
Torrance plant will be the first
steel mill ‘in' 'the country to turn
out these round ingots. N. Al
Becker is the patentee’of thé.pro-
cess by which they ave produced
The advantages of the round in-
got over the tapered type are man-
ifold. , The round ingot will cool
equally® whereas the tapered ingot
cools in the corpers first. The
round ingot may be rolled through
a furnace while the square tapered
type must be. pushed - through.
FProducing the round type ingot
molds' will last three times as long.
+ “Enlarge in North

Simuitaneously with the break-
ing of ground for Torrance addi-
tions Columbia started a big pro-
gram | of expansion at its Pitts-
burg, California plant. The Pitts-
burgh: Dispateh records news of
the nerthern expansion as follows:
Expansions in  the - Columbia
Steel ‘Corporation’s Pittsburg plant
which will aggregafe an expediture
of moye than $260,000.00 were start-
ed yesterday with the arrival of
o crew of erectors, according to
a statement by N. A, Becker, con-
sulting efficlency engineer.

The first addition to the local
! plant. will be the ercction of a
builing and the installation of an-

to cost |

of cities much larger than Tor-
rance issued permits valued at less
than $1,000,000. X

Cities larger in population whose
permits were less than half of
those issued in Torrance include

those of Torrance).
| Iollowing is the summary of
cities which passed the million dol-
lar mark in permits:

Los Angeles 123,027,139
San Francisco 46,032,848
Oakland 20,794,669
San Diego 14,251,966
Long Beach 12,707,145
Pasadena 9,019,868
Sacramento 8,810,788
Glendale . 8,240,250

Hills 7,212,766
Berkeley 6,687,233
Santa Monica 4,363,671
San Jose 3,579,650
San. Bernardino 3,456,656
San Marino 3,168,473
Riverside 3,128,870
Santa Barba 3,008,098
Stockton 2,824,193
IFresno 2,818,093
Alhambra 2,422,862
TORRANCE 2,119,923
‘Palo Alto 2,117,895
Burbank 2,014,999
Bakersfield 1,994,491
Vernon . 1,971,966
Southgate 1,905,954
Nentura - ... 1,791,552
Huntington 1,684,134
Alameda ©1,687,424
Santa Ana 1,448,717
Burlingame .. 1,448,045
Richmond ... 1,431,015
Ingl 1,369,366
Piedmont °1,330,620
Salinas 1,281,944
San Mateo . 1,140,040
Albany 1,105,661

’Hospital Assoc. to
Elect on Feb. 8th

The ‘annual neeting of the Tor-
rance Memorial Hospital = Associa-
tion will be held on’ ‘Wednesday,
Feb. 8 at the Bpiscopal Guild Hall
at 7:80. Three directors must be
cleeted, Those whose terms expire
are R. R, Smith, Dr. A, P, Steven-
son, and Mrs. Isabel Henderson.
According to the by-laws two men,
one of whom is a doctor, and one
woman must be elected. The di-
rectors: will be elected for three
years.

New _Manager of
Torrance Theatre
Sets New Policy

M. C. Brandt, new manager of
the Torrance Theatre announces i
new policy in the conduct of the
theatre here today. In' the futurc
“come-on”  programs ke “gift
nights” will be done away with
and the money expended in such
events put into high class pro-
grams. The comforts of the the-

other! 76-ton furnace in the open
! hegrth department. This work will
| require about ninety days for com- i
piction, -according to Mr. Becker,
jand will cost approximately $176,-
(60,00, furnishing employment tor |
! 15 ndditional men, |
Wednesday of next week ground
{\vill' be broken here for the erec-
tion of buildings to house the Col-|
| umbia’s new wire netting and wire
| speeialties department, Mr, Becker
sald,  This addition will cost $85,-
1l furnish employment. '

atre have been enhanced and an
ohjectionable draft eliminated. Mr.
and Mrs, Brandt and their son will
move to Torrance.

To Keep Torrance
Mailing List Up

That a constantly accurate mall-
ing list of the residents of Tor-
runce may be avallable for busi-
ness houses at all times, directors
of the Chamber of Commerce Mon-
night approprinted $105.00 for

to ma

Aoy

and..
Lfor eighty “additiopal nien, It was
stated; - The new. depal will |
sometime in April.

ker stated that while b

d nothing detinite to give out
t this #ime, bis corporation . is:

) in operath

expansions of their Pittsburg plant
il year. He believes 1828 will be
busy year for his concern,

ey of & i
plates for-an addressog

tofore the expense of having new
pl,u!fs made in order to keep the
list
By

the purchase . of the machine
shanges  In addresses  and  new
wanes may be added at nominal
expensoe.

belt to her neck, mounted a ladder and jumped.

‘Mr. Atwood is employed as an extra and substitute bar-

ber at the Postoffice Barber Shop.

the following: Compton, Anahejm, ;
Culver City, Redondo Beach (per- |
| mits $229,025 or about one-tenth

Observations

A'Natloflal Divorce Law by Constitutional Aménd-
ment? No—Hickman Case Shames State—’[‘he_
Example Set by Michigan—Traffic in New York

_every conceivable sort or climate,

h. Here-{

up to.date has been too great |

By W. HAROLD KINGSLEY

SUPI-}RIUR JUDGE SABATH' of Chicago who has heard more di-
vorce cases than any person in the world, has been appointed
lobbyist at Washington by the General Federation of ‘Women's
Clubs to promote an amendment to the constitution giving congress
authority to enact national marriage and divorce laws, Thus, once
more, an organization is wasting ‘valuable energies and money on a
fool reform.

On repeated occasions
business and still adhere

we have aired our views about this divorce
to the belief that if the real meaning of
life is built on the pursuit of happiness, marriage should be diffi-
cult afid diverce easy. But even if we believe that divorces should
be made niore difficult to obtain, we wotld be the last to favor na-
tional legislation in the matter. 2 * 5
The divorce matter ‘should not come within the scope of the
federal government. The popular pastime of the last decade ‘has
been to scek amendments to the federal constitution on almost
every conceivable subject. Blind reformers seem to think that
almost any of the American growing paing can be magically elim-
inated. by constitutional amendment, Gluttons for punishment, they
fail to perceive that their proposed remedies fail to work.
x kKK E
HE United. States is too large to be subjected to uniform laws
governing the conduct of millions of citizens living in almost
Mére than that the government
which leaves the widest range of -personal volition as to conduct
by individuals is the most successful and satisfactory type of sov-
ernment one could gl If our ion is to be-
come a document filled with inhibfions and prohibitions as to
personal conduct, it will cease to remain a fundamental of Ameri-
can government, The more reforms which are written into it in
the way of amendments the less effective it will become. The con-
stitution should be general and not specific. %
AR A

PEAKING of new laws one cannot refrain from entering one
more protest against the passage of new statutes and amend-
ments which would choke still more the already badly clogged
channels of justice. All of which brings us once more to consider-
ation of the Hickman case. 2 E
California should take a lesson from Michigan. The middle-
aged man who confessed in Flint to the murder of a five year old
child, was incarcerated in Marquette prison under a sentence of
lite at hard labor and solitary confinement three days after his
arrest. In  Southern California Hickman has just come to trial.
Our courts, in the light of this contrast are the laughing stock of
the country and the scorn of every serious-minded citizen. A trav-
esty” has been made of. justice in the Hickman case which almost
leads one to the conviction that a rebirth of the Vigilantes would
not be amiss.

We have the utmost contempt for an attorney who will actually
take the Hickman case and endeavor to prove the murderer in-
sane. Our contempt for the alienist who will lend himself to such
a cause is likewise unbounded. In the days of the Vigilantes,
the Hickman case would have been over long ago—and if it were
delayed no notoriety-loving alienist or fame-seeking attorney would
dare defend him. That sounds revolutionary, However, there arc
cases in which offenders surrender their right.to the constitutional
guarantee of a fair trial. The Hickman case is one of these. The
law has fajled in n. ‘When legal ma-
chinery fails to’ work it is time for the people to act. Their action
in this case cannot take direct form, but it behooves every citizen
to express his views in certain terms through civic organiza-
tions and with a ballot. If ‘it is possible—as it seems to be—for
the most dangerous criminal in the history of the state to find
protection in the very courts which the people erected to protect
society, then by all means it is time for the people to clean house
with the céurt. .

L e S

* ‘
AID a rveader to me the other day: “Do you think the Los An-
geles newspapers are endeavoring to create sympathy for. Hick-
man,” I replied in the negative. Had he asked whether 1. thought
the Los Angeleés papers were creating sympathy for Hickman, my
reply would have been yes, We believe that there is no intention
on the part of the press to build up sympathy for the murderer.
At the same time the trial has been so long delayed that the pub-

“lfc wrath has cooled and the newspapers by. publishing dafly eom-

ments on Hickman's every thought and mevement unconsciously
are. goptributing to public sympathy forithe fiend.. T
has high ‘valie.

On ount of
publie: interest, Hickman ne Wi canniot m iarge
the delay l&jt'he ncwupu:n ;

ut to tie cour
* K-

(A/ITHOUT question the Hickman case has had something 10 do

! with the newly enunciated policy of the Associated Press. On
Jan. 23 the Associated Press sent out to its editors and corres-
(Continued on Last Page): g
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 an 80-foot highway leading direct-

HOUSING NEED FORESEEN

C. of C. Acts to Interest In-
vestors to Build for
Rent :
Real estate men .and npurtmcx;t

owners in Torrance .reported this
week an alarming shortage of va-

cant rtments in this city. The
percenfage of vacancies of dwell- |
ings ses for rent is reported to
er than any other city in’
Southern California, With
looming up as d year in which tre-
mendous ‘expansion will take place,
the need for dwelling units for
rent is expected to be acute. With
this in mind, directors of the
Chamber of Commerce Monday
night, appropriated $2250.00 to be
used in metropolitan newspaper ad-
vertising during the ensuing year,
80 that investors may be attracted
to this city. The expenditure of
$1800.00 in Los Angeles papers last
year - was directly responsible for
$240,000 of dwelling unit construc-
fion here in 1927. :

Retail Merchants
to Hear Results"
of Buying Survey

_Retail merchants of  Torrance
will be invited to a.special meet-
ing at the Chamber of Commerce
on Friday night, Feb. 3, to hear
in detail the results of 'a shopping
survey, made here during the
Christmas rush by Thurston H.
Ross, economist and engineer with
the firm of Eberle & Riggleman,

Mr. Ross made a preliminary re-
port at the annual meeting of the
of Commerce. His de-
tailed findings according to ‘the
retail bureau of the Chamber of
Commerce are of intense interest
to local merchants. *

SRR T T
POTLUCK DINNER

Mrs. James Cooper of Spurlin
Court was hostess at a potluck
dinner to the following members
of the ‘Torrance Thimble club:
Mrs, R..C. Stanley, Mrs. Frank
Smith, Mrs. Jeéssie Cowan, Mrs
J. H. Vaughn, Mrs, Lloyd Thrapp,
Mrs. R. Trimm, Mrs H Kent, and
Mrs. L. V. Marsh. Mrs. E. Kent
was a visitor

The next. mecting will be held at
the home of Mrs, F. Miller of Ar-
lington avenue tomorrow, when a
chicken dinner will be served.

1928 | new statute.

Champions Here

Special Committee Recom-
mends Council Adopt Or-
dinance Under Statute

The special committee appointed
by Mayor Dennis to investigate the
new planning law of the state of
California, voted unanimously last
Friday afterndon to recommend
that the city council pass an or-
dinance forming a planning com-
mission under the provisions of the
The statute would
entitle the counctl to adopt a com-
prehenkive plan for the  futurg
growth of the city, and would give
the city power to enforce confor-
mange - with this plan by future
subdividers. The desire that the
territory annexed to Torrance be
developed as an integral part of
Torrance prompted the council to
appoint the committee.

Plan New Drive
on Pac. Electric

- for Interchange

C .of C. Industrial Committee

Will Push for Long-
Delayed Action

The industrial committee of the
Commerce

Torrance Chamber of
has determined
more concerted effort to induce the
Pacific Electric Railway company
to consent to an interchange of
| freight with the Santa Fe in. Tor-
rance. Although the interchange is
regarded as of first importance in
the industrial future of Torrance,
and although all local industries
have joined in a request that the
Pacific Electric approve the plan,

t{o organize one

1924 without result. D. W, Pontius
general manager of the Pacific
Electric, it is reported, has decided
to make a personal inspection of
the Torrance district shortly and
a decision from his company may
be expected soon. 'The
geles Chamber of Commerce has
been co-operating with the Tor-
rance Chamber in an effort to se-

cure . the interchange.

West Torrance, Near Sea, Scene
of Huge Subdivision Activity
by Large Los Angeles Concern

One of the most attractive sub-
divisions. in  Southern California
will seon beé put on the market in
Torrance by the Clitford-F. Reld
Co. of Los Angeles who have pur-
chased a large tract from the Hun-
tington-Redondo Company in the
newly annexed part of Torrance
between the Palos Verdes Hstates
and Redondo Beach.

Preliminary maps of the subdi-
vision were scrutinized by city of-
ficials last week and tentatively
approved. The plans provide for

1y o the ofty. 4 s i
The Reld. i '

$20,000 ad i
T 3

Californla:

Redondo Beabh and half in Tor-

rance, In order to play. fatrly with

hoth municipalities the comphiy

took out two huilding permits aned

to firms in both cities. The plumb-
ing on the Torrance side was done
by Fay L. Parks of the Torrance
Plumbing Company while that on
the Redondo side was let to J. W.
Wimberley of Redondo. Hardware
was purchased equally in the two
cities. Building inspectors of Re-
dondo and Torrance have had to
inspect the work.

The first section of the subdivi-
sion to be put on the market early
pext .Jmonth comprises 100 acres,
a portion ‘of which lies in Redon-
do. - Subsequent tracts all. ave in

Torrance. 2
‘o the’ first qubdivision the cofm
Frany has laid out 4 park -

licatéd ta the. elty. of P
The- park
pitheatre,

Development of the huge’ 1ragt
over an extended perfod will peeas-
sitate the expenditure, of  millions

let contracts for imueh of the work

of dollars. "

negotiations have continued since.

LosAn-—

compris.
about 5% atres which ‘sl Do
oLFANEC:
15 AlpoRt A natnGilas-

PLAN NATION-WIDE DRIVE

Company Ready to Launch
Big Program to Lo-
cate Factories

With streets paved, tracks laid
and utilities installed the Santa Fe
Railroad Company’'s modern indus- .
trial district in Torrance will soon
be brought to the attention of fac-
tory executives all over the United
States in a nationwide campaign
by the big railroad system to at-
tract industries to Torrance.
Already .a number of industrial 5
prospects have inspected the man-
ufacturing subdivision here and
have expressed astonishment at the
merits of the location. The tract
is so laid out that an industry may
secure a location abutting on rail-
road trackage and boulevard and
may have materials for factory
constiuction -laid down on the
property directly by truck or rail-
road.
Santa Fe are

cutives of ‘the

formulating plans for an exten-
sive campaign to advertise the
Torrance  industrial district. In

promoting the development of the
property by factories they are an- ).
ticipating close co-operation with ¥
the Torrance Chamber. of Coms=
merce. They believe that the mer-
its of the subdivision as shop loca-
tions will almgst sell themselves
but expect the Chamher to bring
,home to prospects the civic ad-
vantages of Torrance as a whole,

With - the Santa Fe . conducting
an active campaign over the coun-
try for industries to locate in Tor-
rance, and with the Chamber ad-
vertising the advantages and needs
of the city in Los Angeles papers,
executives of the railroad company
anticipate marked development to
take place here this year.

The ; of the
here will be attended by important
raflroad improvement at the har-
bor, Last week a $69,000,000 con-
tract for the unification of railroad
facilities at the port ~was an-
nounced in Los Angeles. The con-
tract has been agreed upon by
public officials and the various
1 s scrying the port arvea. The
contract calls for an independent
harbor railroad to be used by all
the carriers, The agreement is
hailed throughout Southern Cali-
gornlu as the greatest move for &
arbor development since the con-
struction of the San Pedro break- .
water. 5

it is regarded here as of the ut-
most importance to the Torrance
industrial district, in that it great-
1y improves the position of the *
Santu Fe as one of the carriers
with a términus at tidewater.

Nlaw-ﬁlmn
."‘Subject of Speech

1
e

“Masonlc = Traditions” was the
subject of Rev. Thomas Grice's
at the llation cere-

monies of Lomita Masonic lodge
last Thursday night.

About three hundred members
and friends witnessed the impres-
sive ceremony . with which John
Glenn Wilson and his’ suite of of-
ficers were seated.

The retiring worshipful master,
John Roy Winters, was presented
with ~a handsome Past. Master's
Jewel, . v A

on his 2205
brother, Ray Aetidson.
aged to drive in
, thopgh liis et A4




