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2 Million Dollar
Mill Payroll to Be
$100,000 Month

Columbia Steel Executives Announce Plan for Production
of Sheet Steel to Employ 400 Workers,
Mostly Highly Skilled

—_——

MOST OF NEW LABOR WILL COME FROM EAST

Southern California’s First Sheet Plant Locates in Torrance
Under Policy of Company for Men to
Live Near Job

Plans for immediate construction rugated types, blue-annealed, black,

* *

*

*

* *
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of six ﬁ’:ﬂzl steel m‘"i"ilm"‘;ﬁnﬁlme},una galvanized, in all gauges and

a new 50-ton open hearth rnace | A

4t the Columbia Steel Corporation’s ' ' 60: {uichies In, width,

plant in Torrance, as announced First in Southland

exclusively in The Torrance Her- The sheet steel mill in Torrance
will be the first of its kind cver

ald’'s extra edition of Monday, wil
operated in  Southern California.

add 400 men to the employved per-
sannel and increasc the Company'sjmpe Columbia operates a sheet mill

payroll by from $85,000 to $100,000 1 pittsbure, but the market f
o month, Most of the skilled worke| av sheet stecd in Southern Cali-
men will be imported from Gie east. | formia and  Arizona is incre

D. H. Botchford, vice-presidentig, papidly that the Columbia pu
and general manarer of the €oi- | opaged the sheet mill of the P
poration, explained the Dbix in-lcific  Sheet Metal Company in
creased payroll by the fact thatlysoutn San Francisco and is moving

85 percent of the men working in
a sheet steel mill are highly skilled.

TORRANCE FIRST,
COLUMBIA AIM

The Torrance Herald was able
to scoop all California  on the

it to Torrance.

The' product of the Torrance
plant will supply the great market
of Southern California and Arizona,
in which district James M. Fitz-
hugh of Torrance is sales manager.

The new mills will have a capac-
ity of 3500 tons ¢f stecl a month.
The three open hearth furnaces,
two of which are now in operation

e

public first in Torrance, where
the plant is located.

Knowing that the news would
be published in Tuesday morn-

has pioncered in the development
of iron and coal mines in
Want Men to Live Near

ager, N. A. Becker, general su-

perintendent, and W. L. Booth, $ | employes to live close to the job.

comes of steel workers

an extra, which was on the
It will be remembered that W. L.

street half an hour after official ¥

releasc of the news. Three hun- !l Booth recently announced to Co-
dred extras sold like hot-cakes ||lumbia’s employes that the “com-
in Torrance. pany desired employes to reside

ncir the plant.  This policy will be
continued, it ‘s announced.
Many Come From East
IForemen  and cutives  in
new mill will be re

The Herald wishes to express
its appreciation for the thought-
fulness of the Columbia execu-
tives in giving out the news in
Torrance first.

the

yanks of the company’s Pittsbury
A personncl.  W. L. Booth will bz
Locate Site munager of the cxpanded  plant.

Mr. Botehford, N. Becker, ! Steel workers for the most part will
:eneral superintendent, and W. L.'be brought to Torrance from the
Hooth, Torrance plant manager, x(--|cus(. With the company operating
jected the site for the big new mill ' gn a  policy of inducing workmen
pfonday morn'ng, and grading of to live near their jobs, with hun-
{he. land was started immediately.’ dreds of new employes coming Lo
"he new plant will cover 160,000 the Torrance plant from the cast,
ciuare fect and will cost about the opportunity for inducing them
$2,000,000. 1t will be in operation to live near the plant presents itsell
shout June 1, 1927 to lucal agencles in unmistakable

Production at the Columbia now terms.

i« confined to specialized rods and
bars, mostly for building reinforce-
The new plant will provide

deesDéh;l;e;t
After Monday, Dec. 6

qQn this year's

BILL THE BARBER Ciases will become delinquent on

\ Monday, Dec. 6, Tax payments
| “hould be made to the county tax
‘ «ol'ector, los Angeles. Payments

! may be mailed.

1gmt,

Yivst  payments

17155 GREENLUND ON LEAVE

Helma Greenlund
six-months leave of

been
ab-

has

Al
imted a
i

wad’s abscuce.

ing's Los Angeles papers, the In announcing the compan big
executives. D. H. Botchford, ¢! ¢xpansion program here both Mr.
vice-president and general man- Botchford and Mr. Booth stressed

the desire of the company for its

Torrance plant . manager, Jse- They both emphasized the point
seased i. for publication in Tor- &lthut land prices: and rentals must
rance for Monday ‘afternoon. $ibg kept within reasonable hounds
The Hcrald therefore published 8[add commensurate with the in-

|
{ and will go to Riverside,
ghe will look after the family
i sister, Mrs. U. A. Steffensen,
) pagsed away recently.
| Wirs Honor Jackson will be act-
| 2+ chief operator at the locul tcle-
| phone exchange Guring Miss Green.
|

|

Will Call Annexation

Election AboutJan.20

FOUND AT LAST
AN HONEST MAN

H. S. Harry of the Torrance
office. of the Southern California
Gas Company lays cln"m—-and
just claim—to discovery of the
honest man that old Diogenes
used to hunt for with a lantern.

And the honest gentleman is
none other than B. J. Scott,
proprietor of the Torrance Elec-
tric Company.

Here's the reason:

Two weeks ago Harry’s spare
tire dropped off the back of his
car while he was driving to
Long Beach.

Monday Scott stopped Harry
in front of the postoffice.

“Did yqu lose a tire?”
Scotty.

“I certainly did,” said Harry.

“Well,” said Scotty, “you
passed me on the road. 1 caught
a glimpse of r face and knew
I'd seen you ts# te. Right after
you passed me | saw a tire on
the pavement. | stopped and
picked it up. | was sure it was
yours, but while | knew | had
seen you | didn't know who you

said

Records Broken

Columbia Steel Corporation’s ¢} with one to be built, will haye a
announcement of Southern Cali- 8| capacity of 9000 tons of hasichstyc
fornia’s first sheet sieel mill $)a month. !
w~onday. Thé 'scoop was pos- The new Torrance plant \‘.’f[n‘u-‘
sible because Columbia Steel ex- 8| vide a larger outlet for the Co-
ecutives wanted the news made 8 'lumbia's pig iron from the Pro.o,

Utah, blast furnaces. The Columbia | Aggregate of $151,170 Worth

Ulah.!

Here Last Month

of Construction Start-
ed in November

Shattering all records for the
year and putting Torrance in an
,«nviable pos tion among siXth class
!cities of Southern California, build-
{ing permits here for the month of
November called for construction
with an aggregate value of $151,170.

This amount was $125,735 greater

cruited from the |

N R

last month’s total, the balance still
cemalns  $15,785 greater than the
gregate for November of 1925,
Buildings started in  Torrance
during November, us shown on the
month’'s permit record, included
nine residences, ten garages, four
additions to homes, one galvanized
iron 1 s i one
block, and the high school gym-
nasium and addition.
December Rush Seen

Industrial

there
employes,
operate with agencies of the com-
ty to induce employes to live
in Torrance if prices are reasonable.
Chamber Studies Problem

The directors of the Chamber of
Commcree have inaugurated an ac-
interest
It is estimated by in-

mu

campai
. in Torranc
dustrial

they
of next summer.
providing dwellings is regarded by
the Chamber of Commerce us the
most important before Torrance at

present, and 1 L. Hyde will di-

and w1l

-
to Torrance,” said Mr, Hyde, “that
| we be in a position to assimilate

300HOMES
NEEDED

HERE

Expansions
sent an Urgent Housing
Problem in Torrance

MIDSUMMER NEED SEEN

C. of C. Starts an Active
Campaign to Interest
Builders in City |

be
but

are

workmen imported
have to locate
nia. The Chamber of Commerce re-
alizes that unless houses are avail-
able here when
arrive
clsewhere.
Hyde Recites Problem

many

is of the

to

ol

will

executives
! houses can be filled in Torrance if
available by the
The

at both plants arc determined that
no profiteering
actively

that

from far points
in Califor-

problem of

DELAY

City Officials

Pre- Say

fore Jan. 20th

MOVE BRINGS COMM

ed in Meadow-Park
Beach Proposal

That the special election

STATUTES
CAUSE

Voting
Cannot Take Place Be-

Seouthern California Interest-

ENT

on the

were. Now that I've run into The Chamber of Commerce di-
yeu again, | recognize you. [|rectors Tuesday night discussed at qguestion of the consolidation of the
Come and get your tire.” length the problem confronting the Meadow Park tract and ocean
Said Harry later: “If guys!| ommunity as a result of the in- frontage with_the city of Torrance
like Scotty had been alive in.the §| gustrial expansion announced this will be held about Jan. 20 was the
days of the glory of Greece, old § \ q¢ opinion of Torrance city officials
Diogenes wouldn't have needed ! Both the Columbia Steel Corpora- | tis week. Residents and property-
a fantern.” lt‘on and the Intornational Derrick | 0Wners in the territory have pe-
and Equipment Company execu- titioned t_he Torrance board to e¢all
tives arc anxlous that their new the clection. An ordinance setting
B "]d' P 't {employes live in Torrance. | To the date of the election must be
WiQing I erml make this possible it will be neces. | S0obled nt 4 vesular meoun fiie
sarg 1o provide houses 'f‘j"‘ for | axpected that the ordinance will be
rent and for sale. The executives introduced next Tuesday night and

el heiy | adopted later. The law stipulates
ey that the ordinance must be puh-
lished in a newspaper outside of

the city to which annexation is

sought and that 30 days must

date of the election.

It is estimated that it
hu“dm_s_le;mll,\' impossible to set
jof the

w

300 mew | .o created considerable

verbal and written, in
California.
The territory

middle |

proposed

acres.

the
election before Jan. 20.
News of the proposed annexation
comment,
Southern

for
nexation comprises more than

elapse between publication and the

in he
date

an-
1000

Torrance Relief

l.\',"“_‘ “l’“ ,““‘.‘"',i"‘“' permit l“"“"“’" rect most of his energies during the
November of last year, When con- |, .t fow months toward its so-
struction valued at $25,435 was re- || o,
corded at the city hall. b y
St 5 ) | It is pointed out that many of .
“,““l‘: ,“;“""r" ‘]'“' "“:'_"'ft. kor . the | e new «employes at the expanded azaar IICCCSS,
new N'gh school construction from j . neg in Torrance will be skilled

Wwill jontinue

the mow workmen | Charitable  Organization Is
them  will settle Pleased at Response to
‘ Sale Held Here
1 —
utmost importance | The Torrance Relief Association
bazaar opened yesterday with a

splendid display of useful as well !

|

the new workmen at local plants. . ‘tic 3
It is expected that the year wlll‘“v‘é e Al i 'umsluwm as ornamental articles. The stock
end with o great rush of building g Smence o thiios. o live L2y slightly depleted, however, by
ctivity. 1t s possible that per- H i o e O entod ot thene
mits will be recorded for the big . o T T ive an oppor- values always presented at these
construction jobs at the Columbia . iio™i6 do something besides talk. affaivs and dropped in Tuesday |
Steel and the International Derrick | o Tiv in R - while the display was being ar-
N . | No city in Southern Calitornia Will yynged
snd  Equipment  Company plants need houses us urgently as Tor- 's .
during December.  In addition, a. R Ba G Time and space will not permit
; : rance will need them by the middle or o detailed list, but there's just
lurge number of dwelling houses "0 yunmer, Al persons in the 4hout ey " e Jus
are scheduled for construction dur- dity who can lln;ihl %lu’mhi do s0 about everything therc that one
ing the next two or three.weeki Y 2 ! B needs; such a wonderful chance to
ind should interest others in Aving get your Christmas gifts at such
- - likewise. The difficulty in the situ- jepgong ‘lces X
. X 3 reasonable prices. And the ar-
L(!Sterl] Star TO | ation : that Im-n workmen wll: ticles of second-hand clothing are
i L) prefer to rent homes at tirst unti good—clean and in wearable con-
J Install Officers iney reel cortain that they will ve- gitton. -
— main e permanently,  But de- And it's not over yet. The sale
| Ays. lda Heath of Carnation spite fact the history of the il continue all day tomorrow,
CChapter, Redondo Beagh, will in- Columbia  Stecl's  expansion | at p,. g > . . ;
I i v & provided the stock holds out, and
“tall the new officers of Torrance Pittsburg, Calif, shows that the .nt¢ | ftovers may be purchased
[ Chapter, Eastern Star, at a public majority of the company employes  Saturday morning while the ladies
1[:,.».;\1;.” next  Thipsday  evening, e tw.;lhl,(.un..:, H‘uihlm;g DO e packing up and moving out of
ce. 9. ms of large proportions are 80- (he tulesroom 1: El Prado.
e - ing forward in communities where R s |
EDUCATIONAL CENTER Cihcre is noosuch demand for o Neoand Mes. J. Bond and |
lhouses as  there is in Torrance. ajjgg  Dee  Williams  spent  from
e Mothers' Bducational Center The wutchword of this city from gy, ull Sunday in Ventura.|
Vil be held Friday, Dee. 3, from this day hence should be ‘Build, == — |
10 0. until 17, at the Women's Build, Build! now, be more wrgent next
lubhouse on Engracia avenue “Phe demand for houses i3 al- summer than it ever b been in !
Register valy, ready here,  And while it is strong | the history of Torrance. |

bservations

What Basic Steel Industry Means to District—Colum-
bia’s Important Announcement—Foreign Steel and
Our Prosperity—Congratulations to Derrick Co.

HUGE STEEL PLANT HERE

* *

G EXPANSION

3 HUNDRED
EN FOR

By W. HAROLD KINGSLEY

TEEL is basic. In modern civilization it is second only to
products of the vegefable world as a basic commodity. ‘Where-
fore the construction of a sheet mill in Torrance by the powerful

Columbia Steel Corporation will turn the attention of all manu-
facturers of steel products in this direction. .
At present the Columbia is specializing in the rolling of steel
for building reinforcement. The new mill's product will be shect
steel, which is in constant and universal demand by thousands of
manufacturing plants. :
* Kk K X

TEEL from the mill is raw material. It is basic in manufac-
turing. Companies which utilize sheet steel will naturally be in-

terested in locating their plants as close as possible to the source,

of their raw material. For this reason Columbia’s announcement
takes on added importance.< -
The location of a new plant to employ 400 men in Torrance
by any well-grounded plant would, of course, be welcomed. But
when the product of such a new plant is a basic material needed
by all sorts of manufacturers, its location here, it may logically be
assumed, is but the forerunner of other plant locations seeking
proximity to their raw material source.
* K K X

\NVITH

the Columbia corporation’s announcement the Toirance
wizcturing  district becomes the steel center of the great
southwest. Where steel is turned out ¢ the mill, there clusters
about the m'll numbers of plants that must have basic steel in the
production of finished products. One has only to turn his eyes
eastward and consider the historics of Pittsburg, Gary, Youngs
town, and the steel districts around the Lake Erie shores, in order
to visualize the development t radiates from a steel mill
Torrance and the people the Toriance district are thrice
fortunate in having such an institution as the Columbia Steel
Corporation forming one of the strong supports in the distriet's
foundation. For while other plants provide payrells and speed
development and give work to hundreds of men, the stccl mill's
product is basic and will attract to the district many conceins whose
receiving departments rely on sheet steel to keep their wheels turning.
* *

of

HE decision of the Columbia to expend $2,000,000 in its expansion

progiam in Torrance is a compliment to the cut! of the
Jocal plant, particularly to William L. Booth, manager of the
Torrance mill. Mr. Booth takes constant interest in the develop-
ment of Torrance and this distri His capabilities as the head
of the plant here and his success in its management and uninter-
rupted production without doubl was considercd when the company
decided to double his responsibility by placing the big sheet mill
under his guidance.

(BN

. *x X .
PROPERTY-O“’NERS of the district will do well to heed the

words of D. H. Blotchford, vice-president and neral manager
of the corporation, rclative to land prices and rentals. Mr. Blotch-
ford told the writer in nosuncertain terins that it is the desire of
the company -that their employes live ncar the job. He added
that the company would co-operate actively to this desirable end
if rentals and land prices were mainta‘ned at a level commensurate

with the incomes of workmen.
Torrance wants no boom that will prohibit natural development.
Reasonabie prices of land and rentals that bring landlords réhason-

to growth. This
district For as
y emanating
the

able but not exorbitant returns are essential
principle holds true in every community in this
Torrance expands as an industrial center the prosperity
from flourishing manufacturing plants radiates throughout
entire territory.

LI S

PEAKING of steel—now that Torrance

the steel industry in the Southland—one should be interested in
the movements in Europe to compete in the stcel markets of the
world with American industry. Not long ago the great stecl com-
panies of Germany and France joined hands i ‘e trust,
The company thus formed is larger than any cel cor-
poration in Amer’ca, not excluding that giant of Amcric industry,
the United States Steel Corporation.

How far-reaching the results of this European amalgamation has

becomes  the center of

already become may be gleaned from the testimony of a buyer of
steel in the city of Torrance. .
The company for which this buyer purchases is o ‘pe user of

steel. Said he: “Recently we have had many calls from representa-
tives of foreign steel concerns. They have offered us steel at figures
lower than any American company~possibly could quote. They w'll
cut down to almost any price in order to land an American ordcr.

But we wili not buy from them. | know of only one company on’
the coast that buys foreign steel. And this company is actually.
a, foreign concern itself. Americarr buyers of steel are buying
American steel only, regardless of price.

* K ¥ X

HIS is a interesting sidelight on patriotism. And in the final

analysis the determination of steel buyers in this country to
confine their purchases to American steel Is good business The
prosperity of the steel industry in this country is essential to
prosperity in all other lines,

If steel buyers in this country should take the bulk of their
business away from American firms they would bring uabout a
period of depression and unemployment in basic industries that
would be disastrous and reflect itself in aull other lines. Wages
would come down. Buying power would be serfously curtailed.
And in the end, in order to protect  incustry the vern -
ment would slap a high protective tariff on stecl that would reasc
the price even of the domestic proiut at o seem ik
unsound economics, but  cxpericiree pioves it sound theory.

By sticking to the Americon product, buy of steel are
protecting themselves. Their present piuctice of (uyn
to attractive low prices from Furope is the e 1 protective

tariff imaginable and much more potent than any decree emanating

from Washington.
x X K %
ALUNH with the Colunibia Steel Corporation’s importunt announ
ment comes another from the Intcrnational Derrick and Equij
ment Company, not the. least ol ‘ho rrance  distriet manufa
turing concer Since this company located In Torrance It husg
(Continued on next to last -page)

PAVROLL

International To Build Steel
Fabricating Plant on
Carson Street

BUY LAND OF SANTA FE
Work on $150,000 Program
Will Be Started With-
out Delay
Plans for the immediate expan-
i.sxion of the Torrance of the
! International Derrick and Equip-.
| ment Company of California, as am—
Tuesday, include a com-
plete steel fabrication unit and a-
salvanizing shop, which when added”
present
for

plant

i nounced

company's
employment

the

ito
provide

{win
men.

The company's program calls for
an expenditure of $150,000 in build-
ings and new equipment. Machin-
for the new plant is en route

306

from the ecast via the Panama.
canal. A new building, extending-
across the company’s Carson street:

property, will be erected at once.
Crane equipment for handling steek
will he constructed. To make room
for the expansion the company has
purchased, an acre and a half of
land from the Santa Fe Railroad
Company to the south of the com-~
pany's original sité.
Plan More Products

Production at the International’s
Torrance plant so far has been
confined to oil well derricks, but
when the new building and ma-
chinery are installed, it is under-
stood, the company will make a
strong bid for business in the steel
‘tower and steel building market.
In the east the International is:
i well known as a manufacturer of
‘all types of light structural sfeel
, equipment, such as. that used for

power transmission, in railroad
‘ construction and ‘steel buildings.
! For the past year Internationak

has been rushed "with orders. The
present cxpansion plans were mne-
‘cessitated by the strong demand
tor the company's product. When
!the new building and equipment are
installed the Torrance plant will be
a complete and independent manu-
facturing  unit,  performing all
" functions from the raw material to
the finished product. )

{ At present the company fabri-
cates no steel in Torrance, but con-
fines operations to assembly.

I Sales of International’s derricks
the hands of the National

are in
Supply Company, but the com-
pany’s other products for. tower

equipment et cetera will ‘be sold
by the company itself. A number
of experienced salesmen for this
department will come to Torrance
from the east, it is reported.

The announcement by the com-
pany of the construction of a fab-
rication plant in Torrance, coming
as it does with the important am-
nouncement of the Columbia Steck
Corporation, places Torrance in a
still brighter limelight as the steel
center of Southern California.

i President on Coast

| Harry M. Runkel, president of
the company, was in Torrance this
week, completing plans for the €s-
pansion program.

| Willlam Tobin is vice-president,
and general manager of the Inter-

I pational of California, which is a
jcorporation independent of the
i eastern company.

Ray Young, who has 1 ne
strongly identif with Towraies
"affairs, is assoclated with Me
Tobin in the management of the

f Torrance unit.
Hardware and Faboe
€0.-~,

“ Sargent
T'u'nt.  Consolidated Luinber
Ady.

plant .

»
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