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YALUATION
OF LAND
" LOWER

Municipal Assessments Are
* Lower for People by
‘« * Virtue of Cut

CITY INCOME THE SAME

Land Reduction Is Offset by
Value of New Im-
(provements _

Torrance municipal taxes will be
Jower during the ensuing year than
they were WHuring the fiscal year
of 1924-1925.

This was assured Monday. night
when the Board of Trustees fixed
the tax rate for the 'year at 98
cents per $100 of assessed valua-
tion—96 cents for general taxes
and 2 cents for interest on and
the retirement of bonds.

The reduction to taxpayers was
brought about by almost a million-

_dollar dectease in the assessed val-
uations on land in the city—a re-
duction made possible by the ac-
tivity of the Chamber of Commerce.

The valuation of real estate jn
Torrance last year was $4,218,350.
For 1925-1926 it is $3,241,840—a de-
crease of $971,610, or about 23 per-
cent. . Reductions, of valuations
throughout the city vary from 15
to 30 percent.- #

J Lower for People

‘While the 98-cent Torrance mu-
nicipal tax rate will lower the local
taxes paid by individual propertz
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e ProjeCt on the Mar

The new Ford models will be on
display at the Schultz, Peckham
and Schultz showrooms on Sept. 1,
the company announced today. The
local Ford dealers have remodeled
and redecorated their showrooms.

Body changes and chassis refine-
nients more pronounced than any
made sihce the adoption of the

{Model T chassis were announced

today by the Ford Motor Company.
There will be no advance in prices,
it also was stated.

Outstanding features of the im-
provements in both open and en-
closed types are  lower 'all-steel
bodies on a .lowered chassis, com-
plete new design in most body
-types, a change from black to color
in closed cars, larger, lower fend-
ers, newly designed . seats, and
larger, more powerful brakes.

Longer lines, effected through
higher radiator and redesigned
cowl and bodies, are apparent iv
all the improved Ford cars, but
are especially pronounced in the
open “ types. * 'Wide crown fepders
hung close to the wheels contribute
to the general effect of lowness
and smartness.

Colors Attractive ™

While runabout and touring car
remain in black, the closed bodies
are finished in harmonic color
schemes ,enhanced by nickel radi-
ators. The coupe and Tudor bodies
are finished in deep channel green,
while the Fordor is rich Windsor
maroon.

Greater cofhfort is provided for

owners, the total
here in municipal taxes will be
about the same as last year, owing
to increases in the value of im-
fo vements on local property, due
new building, not assessed last
year. ‘The ue of improvements
in Torrance last year was $1,814,340.
This year it is $2,260,085. The in-
crease is $945,695, or about 72 per-

. acent. This increase is due entirely
‘m new improvements and not to

in m of pi
ments which were assessed last
year.

Valuation of secured personal
property in Torrance last year was
$3,264,695, as against $2,662,6256—a
decrease of $612,170, or about 19
percent. This decrease is accounted
for by the removal from the eity
of ble oil well hinery
and normal depreciation dt other
personal property.

$18,000 Collected '

Néw Fords Feature All-Steel,
Lo wer Bodies, Colored Closed

~ Cars, and Other Refinements

]

leg room.

Many new conveniences are also
incor ted in the imp cars.
In the runabout, touring car, coupe
and Tudor, the gasoline tank is un-
der the cowl and filled through an
ingeniously located filler cap com-

'pletely hidden from sight by a

cover similar in appearance to a
cowl ventilator. One-plece wind-
shield and narrowed pillars in the
Tudor and coupe offer the driver
greatly increased visibility and im-
proved ventilation,

Comfort Increased *

Driving comfort is materially in-
creased by lower seats, sclentif-
jcally improved back rests, and
lowgred steering wheel. Brake and
clutch pedals are wider and more
conveniently spaced.

Four doors are now provided in
the touring car and two on the
runabout, permitting the driver to
take his place from the left side of
the car. Curtains, held #ecure by
rods, ‘open with the doors. 0

Most important in the mechan-
ical changes are improved brakes.
The transmission brake drum and
bands have been dbnsiderably ine
creased in size ,which gives the
foot brake softer and more positive
action as well as longer life. The
rear wheel drums are larger and
the brakes self-energizing type.

Cord tires -are now standard
equipment on all Ford cars.

At the main offices of the com-
pany it was stated today that pro-
duction of the new line is under
way: in all assembly plants of _thq

e

SURPLUS
- SHOWN

Audit Reveals Torrance Ex-
cess Over Expenses
Last Year

EXPENSES WERE $93,988

Public Report Shows How
Taxpayers’ Money,
Was Spent

Figures revealed by the recently
completed audit of the. city treas-
urer's.books show that the city of
Torrance did business last year at
a profit, ending the twelve-months
fiscal period on June 80 with a
surplus of about $34,000.

When the books were closed
there was a balance in the general
fund of $40,483.60. Of this about
$65000 was due on bills pending.
when the books were closed.

The audit made by V. H. Hu-
berich is at the office of the city
clerk and is open to public in-
spection. 5

The income of the city last year
aggregated $149,123.14, This amount

s in both open and closed 3 was d from the following
cars by larger compartments, more and the improved cars ‘are being |sources: property tax,
deeply cushioned seats, and greater sent, to dealers for showing. $119,202.54; business licenses, $7,-

569.69; ‘s fines, $11,669.30;

More than 300 people were pres-
ent when the Lomita Court of the
Order of the Amaranth was insti-
tuted last Thursday night at Ma-
sonic Temple by Mrs. Julia Wood-
ruff, grand foyal matron, and her
suite. o s
Following the institution, the
initiatory ‘degrea was conferred by
the Fullerton Court.

1 Beautiful bouquets were present-
ed to the visiting officers, amonxg
whom were Mrs, Fidelia Beck, past
supreme royal matron; David B.

The value of red
property here last year was
$1,681,190. Figures on unsecured

_ personal property are unavailable
this year owing to a change in the
method of collecting taxes on prop-
erty of this kind. This year the
county collects these taxes and
remits to the municipality without

taxable unsecured property. The
scounty already has collected about
$18,000 in these taxes which will
be turned over to the city of Tor-
rance.

The total assessed valuation of
Tarrance last year was $10,649,995,
This year, minus the total of the
unsecured personal property, it is
- $8,161,695. Assuming that the valu-
ation of unsecured personal prop-
erty is about the same as it was
last year the assessed valuation of
Torrance this year is approximately
: $10,000,000. It may be a little more
or a little less.

JAssuming that $10,000,000 is near
the correct figure, {Torrance mu-
nicipal taxes this year will total
$98,000. Of this 1 percent or $980
will go to the county for collecting
+ the taxes, leaving $97,020.

The income_ of the city from all
sources last year, collection of
~taxes, licenses, oil derrick taxes,
*permua, fines, interest on bank de-
posits, earnings on franchises, etc.,
as $149,128.14. It will be less

. reporting the total valuation of the |

Li grand patron;
Lulu Taylor, grand secretary; Ar-
della Hall, grand marshal; and
George Arwind, grand “wagger.

Courts of Los Angeles, Fullerton,
Long Beach, Huntington Beach,
Eagle Rock, Anaheim and other
citles were represented among the
visitors.

Refreshments followed the busi-
ness of the evening.

The next -meeting of the local
court will be held in the new Odd
Fellows Templo on Redondo-Wil-
eve-
will

boul T
ning, Sept. 8. A ple soclal
follow the business meeting.

The list of the charter members
of the new court includest Almine
Lewis-Schwarz, royal matron; John
Glenn Wilson, royal patron; Helen
Wilson, associate matron; Arthur
Colwell, associate patron; Bertha
Martin, secretary; Gertrude Crane,
treasurer; ‘Marguerite McCartney,
conductress; Dortha May Rnberts,

300 Attend Ceremony When Order
Of Amaranth [s Installed Here

assoclate conductress; Elizabeth
Tappin, prelate; Edna Clark, mu-
siclan; Ethel P, Waite, trustee;
Melissa Perkins, historian; Ethel
Hazel Colwell, standard Dearer;
Minnie Hunter, marshal in east;
Lucy B. Barnes. marshal in west}
Gertrude Beckham, Truth; Made-
line Powers, Faith; Leila Thomp-
son, Wisdom; Salllo Weber, Char-
ity; Bessle West, warder; Normau
Herr, sentinel; BEdith Sidebotham,
June Laski, Emma Hatfield, W. H.
Martin, Minnie Beckham, Ethel
Peck, Llewellyn J. Hunter, Mary A.
Hammack, Mary BE. McDonald, C.
A. Thompson, Ida Scott, Judith
‘Washburn, Jessie U. Bryant, Kate
Sidebotham, Gladys Barringer, Ger-
aldine Cook, Frances C. Hathaway,
Jennie E. Hodge, Ora E.' Hunt,
Elizabeth Hunt, Mabel R. Herr, F.
W. Boweler, Lily May Patterson,
Ruby Cox, Jeanie Harrison, Mar-
garet Radcliffe, Isabelle Lang, Hugh
R..Lang, Anna Paddock, Birda Pad-
dock, ‘Marcella Brumpton, Mary
Seckler, May Sidebotham, Hugh R.
Seckler, Mrs. Olsen, of Lomita;
Helen Brown, Chinton O. Brown,
Ruth M. Waite, May E. Waite,
Edith Love Mahoney, Rosa Lan-
caster, Kate Hudson, Laura Rer-
alta, of San Pedro; Grace F. Bart-
lett, Jennio Moore, Jessie D. Bart-
lett, Albert H. Bartlett, of Tor-
rance; Mildred Breneman, Blanche
Mallin, Myrtle Walkes, Harriet E.
Baldrick, Ada H. Goodrich, Gar-
dena; Alice Hawkins, Lawndale;
Rose Kroesen, Harbor City.

$1,429.86;

on deposits in banks, $897.93; oil
tax, $4,600; -sewer permits, $836;
franchise earnings, $1,376.76.

The city last year expended an
aggregate of $98,988.16, not includ-
ing money paid for the retirement
of bonds. The excess of income
over expenditures was $56,184.98,

‘| which should not be mistaken as

the surplus, owing to the fact that
numerous payments were due at
the time the books were closed.
Here Are Expenses

A general listing of expenditures
follows (the figures after decimals
are purposely ~ omitted):  Salaries
and expense in clerk's office, $4,611;
samo in treasurer's, office, $741;
same in attorney’s office, $1,976;
general expense, $1,948; office rent,
$1,1650; interest on ‘bonds,

MUNICIPAL

TAKE

Hundreds of Employes Are to
Live in Camp for
Months,

TO STORE 15,000,000 BBLS.

Company Buys Part of Wes-
ton Ranch in Big
Program
Work on the first of five
8,000,000-barrel oil reservoirs to
be located on the southern part of

the Marble ranch and the north-
eastern part of the Weston ranch
rd

Observations

Rudolph Franta, Deceased Bandit—Who Killed the
L. A. Paliceman?—Was It the Men Who Set Franta
Free?—John Smith, the Gang, and the Law

—— By W. HAROLD KINGSLEY ——

IONSIDER the carcer of Mr. Rudolph Franta, deceased, He was

a bandit, and a bold one.

He died in action, shot dead in a

street duel in Los Angeles with himself and three of his partners.

in outlawry pitted ‘against the police.

‘Whereupon officers in three

great cities drew a sigh of relief that the pistol of a copper had

accomplished what the courts should have done long ago.

Prior to his death in the Los Angeles street battle, Franta had

been twice 'imprisoned in Illinois.

He had been acquitted once of a murder charge and three times

on charges of robbery,

In 1906 he was acquitted of murder. The next year ho’ won his
freedom before a Chicago court twice in succession, each time

beating a charge of “bank-rebbery.

In 1909 he was at last convicted of robbing a  bank’ and was

sentenced to the reformatory at Pontiac, IlL
THEN HE WAS PAROLED. 3
He gained another robbery acquittal in 1915.

He pleaded guilty

to bank robbery in 1918 as a result of a raid in which his gang took
$47,000+ in loot. He was sentenced to serve from one jto fourteen

vears.
INI 1928 HE WAS P4ARO:!

he was in Chicago for implication in a small

has beén started by the
[Oil Company in a program that
the of

ploy
hundreds of men and the expendi-
ture of several million dollars here.
Buy Big Tract

The operations on the first res-
ervoir started last week, and al-
ready about 200 men are employed.
The huge reservoir will be several
hundred feet in®dlameter, 16 feet
under ground and 15 feet above the
surface, It will be of concrete.
The company owns the section of
the Marble ranch on which the
reservoir is located and has pur-
chased a large part of the Weston

ranch in West Lomita for storage
purposes, §
It is estimated that it willsre-
quire three months to complete
each reservolr. The total cost of
the five reservoirs, with an aggre-
gate storage capacity of miore than

bank robbery. He got off with a small fine.
* X X

SN'T that a pretty story? Here was a criminal of the most

daring and dangerous type, a bank robber, a gunman.
Time after time he

after time he was caught in the police net.

Time

was acquitted. And after he was sentenced he was set free,

He lived to take

part in a gun fight in which a policeman,

doing his duty to protect life and property, was shot down and

killed.

The persons who were responsible for paroling such a dan-

gerous man are responsible for the death of the Los

policeman.

It makes the blood of every decent citizen boil with
know that our government agencies are 80 lax that a

allowed his liberty after such a record as Franta's.
x ¥ X

Angeles

rage to
man is

BENEFITS
HERE ARE
LAUDED

Eberle and Riggleman Com-
plete Exhaustive Survey
“tori ot C. :

WIDE STUDY FOR FACTS

Figures and Data Reveal In-
dustrial Assets of Tor-
rance Area

“We find that Torrance is in a
particularly desirable position to
accommodate the heavy metal
working industries. Operating con-
ditions and characteristics in the
city of Torrance are on a par with
or superior to those in any other
Southern. California community.”

economists, engineers
and statisticians, sum up their
findings after conducting an ex-
haustive industrial and civic survey -
for the Chamber of Commerce. =

The reports were delivered Mon-
day, ‘They consist of two volum-
inous books, replete with facts, fig-
ures, statistics, conclusions, crit=
icisms, and recommendations ap-
rived at by a four-months study of
the Torrance district and every
other industrial community in
Southern California.

Use in Campaign

The reports contain many tables,
maps and graphic illustrations.
The data included in the repo) A
will be utilized by the Ch&mx
of Commerce in the campaign for
new industries. They are designed
to answer every question—even
up by
any industry studying Torrance as
al for a new factory. .

consulting

R a long period in my

more

days I was a viglent of capital

heated editorials against the law which allowed the state

human life.
I have flopped.
sane or insane.
Our legal machinery is too slow.
calities.

15,000,000 - barrels, will be
$3,000,000 and $4,000,000.
The reservoirs will be utilized
for the storage of fuel oil, which
will be pumped from the company's
refinery at El Segundo after the
has been extracted. Pro-
duction at Inglewood and Athens
has created an oversupply of fuel
oil, making the additional storage
facilities necessary.
Helps Business
Local merchants report that they
have already been favored by con-

printing and
$664; city engineer’s salaries and

45,037; siderable patronage from the work-
men emp d on the job.
That will be d

expenses, $2,805; general pi
expenses (Chamber of Commerce
appropriation, etc.), $3467; total
for general government, $26,438.

Protection of Life and Praperty

Fire department salaries, $3,621;
fire department expense, $2,708;
police salaries, $17,263; police ex-
pense, $4,746; compensation insur-
ance, $1,043; street lighting ex-
pense, $2,671;  hydrant rentals,
$1,780; cleaning vacant lots, 'Il(:
total, $34,114,

Health and Sanitation

Health officers’ salaries and ex-
penses, $861; ‘garbage and refuse
disposal, $3,600; sewer expense,
$2,667; total, $7,028,

Street Department
Stable upkeep and feed, salaries
s

an ot
alley work, repair and upkeep
$22,042,

here for some time by the location
of the big project here 'is dated

. accused.

“mawkish

It is too complex, too indirect, too greatly

I wrote
to take

I am for the death penalty for murderers,

It is bound up in techni-

by

Space prohibits the publication
in detail here of the exhaustive
findings of the experts. Directors
of the Chamber who have studied
the reports agree that they pro-
vide the organization with data and
facts not possessed by any other

‘When a man or woman is charged with murder, all lesser cases

on the court calendars should be set aside at once and the trial |
proceed immediately. . The period in which an appeal may
‘When convietion is

shouls
be taken should be reduced to a few days.

finally assured, the murderer should be executed the next morning

L S s

TT will be interesting to note just how long it will take to try,
convict and execute “John Smith,” the bandit who was wounded

in the Los Angeles gun battle last week.

As one of the bandits

who shot a policemen, before the eyes of hundreds of persons,

Smith js charged with murder.
trial—every reason to speed It.

There is no reason to delay the

There is altogether too much talk about the rights of the

victims of criminals.

There is too much v about env

influences making criminals:of youths.
bad

by the fact that the company is
erecting & large camp on the
Marble ranch, where men employed
on the job will live,

Search Resort
Aréa For Lost
Torrance Boy

Frank Spoon Missing Since
Sunday; Coat Found
in Car

Relativas and friends have been
hihg th and Ar-

Hemmi Quits Bar
Association When
Proceedings Arise

The name of J. U. Hemmi, for-
mer Torrance attorney, was with-
drawn from the records when he
resigned in the face of disbarment

i before Division

this year by a able amount,
but the surplus with which the
trustees finished the last fiscal
vear enabled them to avold an in-
crease in taxes for 1926-1926,

The county and school

taxes

pr
No. 1 of the Second District Court
of Appeals, it became known here
this week. The charge against Mr,
Hemml! was that he had been con-

"have not yet been set.

victed of a felony.
)

Keystone Gospel
Church Will Be
Dedicated Soon

The new Keystone Gospel Church,
on Dolores street between Amelia
and Wilmington streets, will “be
dedicated, Sunday, Sept. 13, at
2:80 p.m,

Dr. Hunter of the Bible Institute
of Los Angeles will deliver the
dedicatory sermon. There will be
an interesting program presented,

and Re
Parks and playgrounds upkeep
and repalr, $3,128.
The audit shows that the assets
of the city are $585,684.26. TIts lla-
bilities, including bonds for speclal
assessments, are - $248,126.84, The
excess of assets over liabilities
amounts to $277,467.02,

The book value of city equip-
ment, after allowing for deprecl-
ation, is $86,680.27. This includes
equipment as follows: Fire depart-
ment, $10,008.06;,polico department,
$3,797.87; street department, $3,626-
19; oll distriot street fund, $2,044-
.86; park department, $326.94; of-
fices, $2,322.94; sewer department,
$820.68; ete, $13,684.33,

with good music and y

singing.

(Continued on Last Page)

0

rowhead Lake district since Sun-
day, for Frank Spoon, 20-year-old
son Of . Mr. and Mrs. Fred Spoon
of 2276 Redondo boulevard, who
has been missing from the Pacific
Electric camp at the resort since
Sunday.

Monday morning the youth's
automobile, with his coat on the
seat, was found. It was under-
stood that young Spoon had started
on & fishing trip. Inquiries on all
sides fatled to reveal his where-
abouts. It is feared that he may
have drowned.

Mrs, Russell Clark of Chicago is
@ guest of her daughter, Mrs. Em-
arson Bteytrt, of Manuel avenue.

There should pe more regard for the rights of the

and early
If criminals are made by
the state should take measures to see that these

criminals are either imprisoned or executed so that they may not

in the

The conclusions, coming from a
firm of experts of such wide repute
as Eberlo and Riggleman, will
earry more weight with industrial
executives than any statements
which the Chamber of Commerce
executives could make.

All of the conclusions, succinetly
set forth, are based on details con-
tained in the body of the report.

Ayerage Price Low :

One of these conclusions follows:
“After having made an investiga-
tion of the land supply and lang
costs in “Southern ,California, we
are of the opinion that Torrance
offers greater service and more
desirable attributes of a permanent
nature with its land than any other

ity in n Calitornia.

propagate their kind ‘and bring more weak

criminals into being to shoot down tHe next generation.

The protection of socjety is more important than the protection
of" the rights of an individual criminal, be he sane, insane, the

creature of envingnment, or the victim of heredity.
* Speedy death

for all murderers, sane, partially insane, and in-

sane, and life terms for Tobbers and bandits without possibility of

parole, will
Nothing else can.

check the crime wave that now engulfs American cities.

The modern motto of lawmakers and courts as regards mur-
derers should be: “Try them today and hang them tomorrow.”
A sign of that chmnu; should hang in every eourtroom.
x X X

MObERN crime is highly organized,

Run over in your mind the post-duel developments in the Ros

Angeleh street battle case.

One of the bandits, wounded during the fray, was arrested. He

. ingists that his name is John Smith. He declares pesitively that

he does not know the names of the two bandits whe escaped,

That sounds like a lie.
acquaintances.

Bandits do not rob banks with chance
But “Jobn Smith” holds his tongue,

‘Why? Because he knows that the law of the underweorld die-

tates that one who is arrested must not squeal; that if

he does

he will _be killed by gangsters; that if he does not the gang will
finance his defense and throw all the influence of a aation-wide

organization into the scales In his favor,

He knows that even Iif he ls convieted he has any number of

chances to escape the penalties imposed by the law—the route of

insanity, commutation of the death

to life

Furthermore, the price of land in
Torrance, in consideration of the
grvlcen received with it, is far
Delow the price of any other land
on the Pacific Coast. . . . A
manufacturer expecting to locate
an industry will find many points:
of superiorjty in Torrance acreage
which are not closely approached
by any other Southern California
community,"”

The of the
Report are grouped under the fol-
lowing captions, which will indicate
the scope of the ‘investigation and
report: Operating Conditlons and'
Characterigtics; Land Supply and
Costs; Building Construction; Ma-

chinery, Industrial Environment,
Transportation, Warehousing and
Storage, Raw Materials, Labor,

Electric Rates, Water, Sewers, Gas
Rates, Telephone Rates, Taxes and
Bonded Indebtednoes, Finance, Mars
kets,

Compare Communities
Each one of these subjects Is
treated extensively, not only from

parole, pardon, escape.

He. knows that after the public heat immedidtely following the
street battle has cooled, a sad story of his early emyironment

arranged by an expert lawyer or psychologist on
the gang will soften public sentiment against him;
ment softened, officials will be less sealous for
fearful of the consequences of leniency.

the payroll of
with senti-
blood, less

He knows that the gang wlill stand by him if hg stands by

them and he knows the vast resources of the gang,

(Continued on Last Page)

It he has to

v

the standpoint of T but by
comparisons and contrasts between
Torrance and every other actual or
potential Industrial community in .
the Southland. :
The following tables and sched.
ules are inclvded in the report: '~
Industrinl location and gervice =—an
Tof L Anvecles County; industrial
and nrices: Los Angeles and v ecin-
i (Continued on Last Page;

Thus do Eberle and Riggleman, 4
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