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Oil .Oiaél%ato‘frs Buy

- 35-Acre Tract; To

Erect 500 Homes

SELBY' & ROOT SAY TORRANCE IS IN
EARLY STAGES OF BIG BUILDING

From 100 to

AND OIL BOOM
500 homes are to be erected on

a 35-acre tract.in Torrance at once.
Announcement of this hoped for solution of

: the erying needs for houses to accommodate em-

. 2 ployes of the various Torrance factories and oil
- wells; was made yesterday by Babcock & Jones,
realtors, who handled this and other deals by
the'purchasers, involving an outlay of approxi-

mately $100,000. il

The tract lies in the northern part of Tor-
rance and faces on Western avenue.

; The purchaser, C, M. Root, of the
known oil. production firm of
¥. & Root, ‘who have extensive

holdings in Texas, Huntington Beach
and the Richfield oil district, will
build at once. ' N

“Torrance i8 witnessing the be-
ginning of an oil and building
‘boom,” said Mr. Root, ‘‘the peak of
which wiil. not" be reached for at
least two years. »

' ‘“The crying need' for homes for

people employed here and the thou-
sands who will éome as the fame of
Torrance as. an industrial and oil
center spreads, induced us to invest
heavily . in  close-in property -en
which ' .we  will im tely - i
the’. erection iof from 100 to' 500
homes.” = - ! =
Apcordihg  to Babcock , & Jones,
" who negotiated the deal, the buyers
will probably increase their present.
holdings as they have exp
their utmost faith in the stability
of Torrance,” v

TORRANCE -
ANNEX SUB.
NOW ON SALE

Residence Lots at Pre-
_Qil Prices to be Sold
- On QOcean Ave.

Torrance Annex ‘I8 the name of
the new  subdivision that &l eing
placed on the market for the bene-
fit of the h el of derat
means whq wishes to combine in-
vestment with the possibility of oil.

Bounded on  the south by Long
Beach and Redondo road, on the
west by the Pacific Blectric railway
running from Los Angeles to San
Pedro by the way of Torrance and
Gardena, and on the norph by Ocean
avenue, and lying within easy walk-

ing distance of Torrance, the tract |eryone

is one of the most desirable sites in
this vieinity and should be eagerly
sought by Torrance rople.

On the west side of the tract is &
triple row of trees that effectually
shut out any digagreeable winds
from the sea while the view of the
mountains near Los Angelés cannot
be excelled,

In a word, the tract commands &
beautiful view of Palos Verdes hills;
lies high and dry, with rich sandy
loam soll; the lots are being sold
at real 'estate values with the oil
chance free; 18 adjacent to a beauti-
ful, lut-trowlngn industrial city;
lies along the P, K. car ilne between
Los Angeles 1 Pedro; and
land in the vicinity %O'Anncx is
leased to the "Standai 0Oil com~
pany, General Petroleum, Chanslos-
Canfleld Midway, and other produc-
ing companies, ]

* The prices for lots are from $660
to $960, with corners tly high-
er, The Farmers erchants
Trust company of Long Beach act
as trustge for benefit of lot owners
and recelve from the Shell Oil com-
pany all oil royalties and disburse
to owners of Torrance Afinex every
zm;lcly 18"%, Shell that

‘Shou @ compan; A
now has a lease on the ?r.u‘{. drill
only one well to every four acres in
the tract, at 6500 barrels per dtx
of $1,00 oil, each lot owner woul
recelve from oll alone over 100 per
cent a year.

BANQUETERS
BRAVE STORM
TO FEAST

Banquet Served ' Biisi-
" ness Men by Meinzer -
Thursday Evening

‘With ravenous appetites on a cold
and stormy night, tw,enty-?hvo :llli;
ness men: of Torrance gathered a
the El Prado eame.last Thursday
evening at 7:16 to pay their re-
spects to an elaborate meal  pre-
pared by their genial host, A, W.
Meinzer, The tables were conve-
niently arranged to permit of
“‘round-table” discussion, and

one enjoyed the repast an
a nenjoyable hour, . Later they re-
tired to the chamber of commerce
rooms, where a - business session
lasted until after midnight.
The entertainment and IIIDDBI‘

'was under the supervision of G.

Parr, J. H, Fess, and Ben Rappa-

port, the two lattéex having prom-
ised to spring & pleasant surprise
at the banquet, is part of the

program, however, did mot mate-
rialize, due perhaps to the rain,
which fell in_Torrance (torrents).

Many s ons of importance
were taken up by the meeting, sev-
eral resolutions passed to be pre-
sented to the city coancil, which
were ably handled by H. F. Gadeky,
secretary of the organization, Ac-
count of this is mentioned else-
where.

‘Coming back to the luncheon:
For once in' their experience these
banquetters were stalled, for appe-
tites -are limited. Chef Meinzer
upheld his splendid record, and ev-
© was profuse with praise of
the dinner, Everything was deli-
clous, The menu follows:

Oyster -Stew Baltim
Celery ° Ripe Olives

Ty
Roast Young Turkey, Cranberry
uce
Potatoes Fondant
Sweetbreads Pattles a la King
New Peas

« New
Fruit Salad Supreme
Bal Alaska Tortoni

Building Permits
for 1923 $102,000

‘The building permits in Torrance
for the week t $32,460, and in-
clude among others the two stores
of H, H, Dolley and Hurum Reeve
on Sartori street and several high-
class residences.

Following is a Mst of the permits
taken vut with the addresses of t
owners:

Torrance Auditorium company; H.
H. Dolley, 1317 Bartori! Hurum
Reeve, 1319 Bartorl; Dan Moser,
1817 Amapola; H, Mell Roberts,
1908 218th; 8. Oinshi, Carson an
Chestnut; P, E. Land company,
1318 Portola; J. R. Winters, 1670
Susana; Miss Rothlander, Lot B 36.

The total value of permits taken

out since January 1 18 $102,460.

though the night was stormy, every- |,
d @pent.

rom
he [ary 27-28, atcording to Postmaster

d | dates, thus avolding confusion and

ARLINGTON
MEETING OF
PROTEST

City Hall Crowded With
Interested Tax-
payers

Aside from the fact that Mayor
Fitzhugh' in his opening remarks
prohibited the discussion of the en-
gineering difficulties in the paving
of Arlington street and confined the

various ‘speakers to presenting pro- |-

tests against the issuance .of bonds
on the grounds of some legal irreg-
ularity in making the assessment,
the mass meeting held in the coun-
cil chamber Tuesday night was: a
repetition of former meetings ‘and
resulted in a, postponement of the
onur;omatter until Tuesday, Febru-
ar 3

ispensing with the regular or-
der of business after a short session,
the city council and fifty or more
interested spectators who occupied
every inch of avallable space in the
city hall listened to a short ad-
dresg, by Attorney :Morse, represent-
ing the Arlington street property
owners, that was frequently inter-
rupted by questions from mnrembers
of the board, including Oity Attor-

m!?{l riney. .

he first and only verbal clash
that occurred during the evening
was the result of the question

members of tHe board had knowls

ewellyn: Iron Works on. Y
edge of the bad condition of the+kas been subdivided, nwh

street when the street superinten-
dent accepted the work, 3
The | city  attorney, acting' as
spokesman for the board and street
superintendent, objected to the
question on the ground that counsel
for the protestants was attempting
to get admissions from the members
of the board. - This charge was de-
nied by Mr, Morse, who finall
cured the admission he desired |that
its |

in. good condition it
previously ' developed cracks,
had been patched.

The opinion of Attorney Brine
that at the time. of the acceptance
of the street work, the contractor
had lived up to the: specifications,
was coincided in by the members of
e board,

In reply to the question by Attor-
ney Morse as to whether or not any
protests against the work of the
contractor had been filed during the
thirty-five day period allowed by
law, City Clerk Bartlett and City
ﬁttorne Briney replied in the nega-
ve, gl |
At this point Attorney Morse
stated that one of the gr)::unds of
his clients’ protest against the is-
suance of bonds was that the street
having been repaired and patched
with the knowledge of the street su-
perintendent and board of trustees,
that its acceptance was vold and
that the time limitations as to pro-
tests did not then begin to run. In
support of this’contention the attor-
ney cited a case fo show that the
higher courts had held that where
street work had been done and the
street accepted, and it was later
found the contractor had not ful-
filled all of the city’s requirements,
the acceptance by the city was void.

In answer to this line of reason-
ing City Engineer Jessup drew the
line between the acceptance by the
city of a street, carrying with it the
Bu uent maintenance of the
street, and work done on a street,
and contended that in this casg the
Torrance city council or other offi-
clals had not accepted the street as
a concrete result of work done, but
had: accepted the work done by the
contraetor the latter having carried
out, in the street superintendent’s
--opinion, the specifications,

Following is the pertinent portion
of a protest read into the record by
Attorney Morge:

“We, the undersigned, respectful-

(Contiuued on Last Page)

INCOME TAX g) CTOR COM-

The income tax collector who will
make his headquarters at the Tor-
rance postoffice for the purpose of
assisting residents of this city in
m.klng thelp reports will be on duty
i a. m, to 4:30 p. m, Febru-

Gourdier, :

The latter is requested to ask
those paying this tax to fill in so
far as possible the forms already
supplied them before the above

delay when they are presented.

Mrs. W, H. Dolley is expecting
her sister and husband to arrive
from the Hast this week,

AT

by { Electric shops’ and the same dis-

Mr. Morse as to whether or not thetance from the Union Tool Com-
city engineer, the mayor and the|pany’s plant, and

%ern avenue, on which it faces, will]
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“|Judge C. E. Day, Geologist,

~for Mexiéan Petroleum Co.
Here Seeking Big Lease

The Mexican Petroleum Company, E. J. Doheny, president, the larg-
est individual independent oil producing company in the world, is nego-

tiating leases in Torrance.

NEW TRACT
IS OPEN IN
- TORRANCE

“Crescent Heights” Is
Attractive To
Buyers

Thirty acres lying 'less than a
quarter of ‘a mile east of the Pacific

adjoining the’

sale by Mr. Wilson at the Neill
Realty company, and Gilbert &
Hanson, realtors, with offices in the
State Hxchange Bank., f

The tract will fill a long-felt need
for homesites within ,walking dis-
tance . of the city . at = suburban
prices, In selecting the thirty-acre
tract Messrs. Neill, Gilbert and Han-
sen looked carefully into  its alti-
tude, proximity to work by its fu-
tuye owners, and the further fact
that within a very short time West-

be paved, and will be ‘the leading
artery of travel. to and from the
harbor section and Los Angeles.

The 148 lots, into which the trac!

s been subdivided, are so arranged
thid¢ prospective purchasers may- se-
lectMthe frontage best suited to their
individual needs or preference—one
facing the Torrance industries with
the beautiful Palos Verdes hills in
the background, or Los Angeles and
the mountains, Special attention
was given in the selection of the
tract to the soil, and experts say
that the latter is of such a nature
that anything that will grow in
Southern California can be produced
in Crescent Heights, the name given
the subdivision by its owners,

The latter are delighted with
their purchase, and expect the en-
tire tract with its big fifty-foot lots,
will be sold within ' thirty or sixty
days at the most. - _ ;

Though the tract has been on the
market but a few hours, as we go
to press, several reservations have
been made and the blueprints at
the office of Mr, Wilson in the Neill
Realty company'’s office, and at the
offices of Glbert & Hanson, in the
State Exchange Bank, are being
scanned by crowds of home people,
as well as out-of-town' visitors,

Buron Fitts Speaks
At Legion Meeting

On Tuesday evening, February 6,
several members of Bert 8. Cross-
land Post No. 170, American Le-
gion, motored to Lon{ Beach and
became the guests of the Arthur L.
Peterson Post for the evening.

Dyring 'the course of a well-at-
tended and enthusiastic meeting Bu-
ron R. Fitts, past state commander,
who, for the first time since the
passage of the Bond Act in this
state at the last election, told in
picturesque manner of the accident
to the seaplane in which he at-
tempted to reach Los Angeles from
San Francisco to attend - a - mass|
meeting which had been called to
hear his plea to the public to vote
for the Veteran's Bond Act,

State Commander Seth Millington,
now visiting the posts of the South-
land, was also a guest of honor,
and delivered a splendid address,

The third vice-commander of the
Department of California, and nine
visiting post commanders were also
present,

A class of five were initiated, the
ritual work being put on by the
Huntington Park team,

Refreshments were served at the
close’ of the meeting,

A regular meeting of '‘Bert 8.
Crossland Post No. 170 will be held

resentative of the Herald' yesterday
morning at the chamber of com-
merce rooms, where the Dohény rep-

tesentative, judge C. B. Day, was
“| ®néwing an- old acquaintance with

Secretary Gadeky.

‘'™ have been in yoiur progressive
little city but a few hours,” said
Judge Day, ‘‘and am free to confess
* am pleasantly disappointed, bot’
n its appearance as a municipality
and as to the oil possibilities I have
found here.

“When I received orders from Mr.
Doheny to look over the Torrance
o] field and. later was told that the
company I represent would come
into the field if suitable leaseholds
are found, I' was rather skeptical,
as I had heard very little of the
production here and knew it to be,
gomparatively speaking, -low. s

_After ps ng all of W dnesday

g Bro gettin,
the production and geological condi-
tion in the field, I will say that the
latter looks so promising for a ‘long
life’ field that we are prepared to
buy or lease large tracts of land.”

When asked as to the geological
formation hereabouts, Judge Day,
who is chief Doheny geologist for
the West Coast, said: %

“The production in your fleld will
never be sensational. You will
probably never have 5,000, 10,000,
or 20,000 barrel wells, but your
wells that are now flowing at from
300 to 500 barrels per day will, in
any opinion, continue to do so for
many years to come, In this con-
nection, let me/say that independent
com’x’!an!;s who come lntb~tzh; '[;or—
rance , .and, after hayin
reached the sand at a ntﬁ'mal dzptg
of 38500 feet, ' with production
around /600 barrels, and who aban-
don this sand and drill deeper, are
making the greatest mistake, for
from my investigation it is my opin-
ion that they will get into salt wa-
ter. A few such déep wells will dis-

rupt the oll strata in any such sec- |

tion, and will affect not only the
deep well, but the shallower ones in
the immedigte vieinity.: - ’

“While lb,xun delighted with the
district an¥ predict steady produc-
tion of a high-grade oil for years
to come, I am going to confess that
I am disappointed in not being able
to find available land for lease in
quantities that would interest Mr.
Doheny. “We would “much rather

[ lease or. buy 1500 acres than five

but your land has been sold to so
many non-residents with whom we
are or will be unable to get in touch
that I am now willing to lease or
buy much smaller tracts, and am
now negotiating with several indi-
viduals for the leasing of five and
ten-acre tracts, and you can say
that the Mexican Petroleum com-
pany is coming into the fleld—that
much is certain—to what extent de-
pends on the result of negotiations
that are now under way, or the
leasing of larger tracts that we
::‘pow_ nothing "of at the present
ne," f i

JARL s P S et o
Because oqogﬁtlny in se-

curing maps of Crescent
Heights, W. H. Gilbert inform-
ed the Herald by telephone just
&t press tlmo‘z at the sale of
lots in this tract would be held
up until further notice,

AUXILIARY DANCE. FEB. 17

nother ‘of the American Legion
Auxiliary ' dances will ‘be held on
Saturday evening, February 17, at
the Legion Hall, and the music will
be furnished by the *“Jazz Bandits,"
those splendid entertainers, who
made such a :oq(} impression at a
former dance. A large crowd is ex-
pected to this St, Valentine's dance,
and that a good time will be en-
joyed by those who attend goes

withg!z saying.

on Mon‘dn{hcvouln‘, February 12,
and it is the desire of the officers
of the post t“; as large an- atten-
ance ‘as ible turn out.  Impor-
tant matters will come up for dis-
cussion, and the entire membership
should be on hand, ; 4

Gt U R AR WS vy

ata on.  ground, - street

by the city ‘was taken up by

AT R R R ot

The above startling and unequivocable statement was made to a rep-

PROPOSED) PLAN
. FOR ZONING
_ TORRANCE

Special Mgegng Called
for This Purpose
Next Tuesday

Following the three-hour discus-
sion of the Arlington street, paying
problem, as reported élsewhere, the
attention' of the'city council Monday
night was devoted largely ‘to play-
hting. and other
matters that held the large “gal-
lery” in its seats far after midnight.

Reporting.on the playground sit-
uation it Wwas announced that the
tract in'the park on El Prado had
been cleared and the copperation of
the chamber of gommeree co ttee
was again asked to discoyer th%“ bE

results in -the planting of

bery and the grading and equipment
of the grounds. Representatives of
playground apparatus had preﬁul-
1y presented a catalog of their Tés
to the councilmen and the commit-
tees will now eéommunicate with' the
latter in selecting the neces

paraphernalia.
The purchase of the water sﬁt&‘
‘ the

Mayor, who asked that the advisory

committee appointed by the chamber

of commerce, consisting of Ji
Hines, Dr, Lancaster, and F, L,
Parks, confer with the members of
the city council at their early con-
venience to go over the water sit-
uation. As the matter of the pur-
chase of the plant from the Domin-
ez Land .corporation was one of
e most important matters to come
before “the board of trustees, and
one that will entail the unremitting
work for weeks of men ve in
finance, mechanics, and engineering,
Mayor Fitzhugh-ig - giving ul

consideration to the men he will se-

lect on the board’s committee that
will act in conjunction with the
chamber of commerce committee.
Following the reading of the min-
utes of the two previous meetings: of
the council Mr. Briney read commu-
nications from Whittier relative to
the method adopted by that city in
granting a franchise for the cross-
ing. of the ecity’s streets by the
Southern Pacific railroad.
ter stated that it was usual, as in
the case of Whittier, that a. fran-
chise be given a raillway co ny,
if the latter will bear all necessary
expense as to advertising, etc., msu-
ally about $100. The communica-
tion was corroborated by 8.
Read, an official of the Santa Fe,
now about to ask for a Toi co
franchise, who stated that his 'eom-
pany would bear all the nee ry
expense and conform to any ruling
of the State Rallway commission as
to street ¢ ngs, ¢ ¥
Representa of two firms each
of which manufactures fire alarm-
sirens, presented photograp! of
their goods to the council, one of
which was offered at $486, its #pon-
sor offering to allow. its use for

thirty days without expense the
Ptienortian

city as a test of its efficiency, and
the other offering to sell his giren
for $375 f. o. b. Toledo, O., to
sell his demonstrator for $300." The
matter was temporarily laid ol
table until the next meeting.
| The plat of the newest Toi co
subdivision, called Crescent Helghts,
that was placed on the market this
week by Mr,. Wilson of the Neill
Realty company, and Messrs. bert
& Hansen of the State Exchange
Bank building, was approved on the
suggestion of City €ngineer: Je ua;

The application of M. W.
construct .a serles of bungalows of
twelve units at the:corner of Gram-
ercy and Plaza Del Amo was refhsed.

’iYhe request of James Jenk of

(Contiuued on Last P
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