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(Continued from Last Week)

While this was Interesting news, I
could not see that it was of any im-
portance to us, and said as much to
Bartley. He half smiled as he re
minded me that ten thousand dollars
was a lot of money to keep In the
house, and added that it was strange
that Siyke should deposit thirteen and
retain snother ten in his house. He
wondered If his keeping the money
had any relation to the visitor that
he was expecting. At any rate, the
man had not gotten the money, If that
had been what he was after.

Luncheon over, Currie, Bartley and
T started for the inquest. The news-
papers had evidently received a tip
that there was more in Siyke’s death
than had appeared, for' when we ar-
rived we were forced to run a gaunt-
let of reporters, who recognized Bart-
ley at once and crowded around him.
They realized that, if he were inter-
ested In the case, it was of more im-
portance than they had suspected,
and wanted to kmow If he did not
have some Information to give them.
With a langh at their insistence, he
replied that he did not; but, when he
had, he would see that they were the
ones to get it

There were a number of cars in
front of the house and a small crowd
of men standing about in twos and
threes. Just as we turned to mount
the steps, Lawrence drove up and
greeted us with a rather forced smile.

The inquest was to be held In the
large living room in which the bur- |
glars had been found. Though it was |

not a public hearing open to every |
one, there were a goodly number of
people present.

Doctor King and the other officials
had not yet arrived; and Black, who
was talking to a group of men, left
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them and came to greet us. He told
us that the chauffeur, Briffeur, was to
be brought from the jall by Roche,
and that he thought his testimony
would mske a sensation. Bartley
seemed to understand what he meant,

though I did pot. The chauffeur had
refused to talk and had answered all
questions by saying that he would tell
what he knew at the Inquest. All at-
tempts to find out what that might be |
had failed. |

Bartley asked Black If he still |

of the wurder. Biack countered by |
styiing that he did mot believe that |

{ anyoue else knew as much about the |
! affair as he did. It was his opinion |
! that, if the chauffeur had not killed |

him, he at least knew something
sbout the crime. One thing the man
had itted when g d
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eyes down and gave her answers. in
such a low volce that at times it was
hard to hear them at all.

and I could see distant, almost con-

hes of After a
quick glance I let the curtain fall
back into place.

When I turned my attention again
to the evidence, Doctor King was
questioning Miss Potter about the
finding of the body. She testified that
she was at breakfast when the butler
rushed imto the room, ecrying that

| something was wrong with Mr. Siyke.

She knew her brother-in-law had in-
tended to go fishing that morning, and
was surprised to learn that he was
not yet up. The butler had told her

| that he had called him, and receiving

no reply had entered his room and
found Mr. Siyke still In bed. When
he did not answer when spoken to
again, he (the butler) had come at
once to her.

She stated that she had gone
up at once to his room, the door of

crossed to the bed and called him by
name. When he did not answer, she
looked closer and saw that he was

{ dead. Her volce broke a little on this

| | I tem but she soon recovered
thought that the chauffeur was gulity | ot Sasaen,

¢

would ruiln ]

ley was much Interested, and told
Biack that be wished he would ask
Roche not to bring Briffeur into the
courtroom until it was time for him
to give his testimony.
“Want to spring him?" asked the |
detective with a grin.
Bartiey nodded, and Black went |
away to arrange the matter. I could
see what Bartley was after. Ounly the

of Siyke’s housebold. Siyke's step-
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Ruth, dressed in dark blue,
was between Miss Potter and an old
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“Did you not know that the body
should have been left as you found It.”

‘ou.lkmwatnn:euwnvhy

he should
own life.”
The pext questions were along

have wanted to take his

cida—{1 health or money troubles?
find he guarreled with anyone lately?
Shie seemed to have more difficulty
with these last questions than with
any of the previous ones. She was

that she gnve me the Impression that
sbe was trying to keep something

o

response to the first question,
sh2 repeated that she kmew no rea-
son why Slyke should want to com-
mit suicide. She had heard of no
money troubles, and his health was
No, she had never heard of
his having g with any It
was this last answer that she had hres-
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Though her testimony
ad thrown no light on what had
taken place, I felt more strongly than
ever that she could have done so had
sh> wished. I gianced at Bartley, and
the queer smile he gave me hinted
that he, too, thought as I did.

The .mext witness was a Doctor
Webster. [ knew that a second phy-
siciati had been called in on thz morn-
ing of the crime, hut had not met him.
Doctor King's position was a peculiar
one, as he was not only the physician
who had first seen the body, but also
the coroner. In order to have the
testimony of a s2cond medical man,
he had sent Doctor Webster to ex-
amine the body and testify as to its
condition. As the doctor took the seat
near the coroner, I examined him
closely. He was a man of at least
sixty, rather stout, with a b i
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titioner of the old school.

In response to questions, he told
how Doctor King had requested hinx
tncommemudmmmthe
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body, b2cause, as coroner, King him-
self could not testify at the Ing
In terms more scientific than plain,
he described how Siyke met his death,
a death which, he sald, must have :
F. R. Evans Robt. Clark
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The doctor's answer was & long
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