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In Action

Mickey Thompson, that old motorized
war horse, is starting a new career in drag
racing.

'l'hnmpmn has built a pair of Mustang
“funny cars” that already have hit 199
miles an hour, and he plans to run every-
body else off the drag strips of America
with them,

Although he won't be driving either of
his cars — he has veteran drivers Danny
Ongais, 27, of Carlsbad and Pat Foster, 25,
of Downey for that—Thompson will take
them to Riverside International Raceway
the weekend of March 15-16 for the sixth
annual Hot Rod Magazine Drag Racing
Championships.

The so-called “funny car” is the hot-
test machine going in drag racing. It
is neither funny nor ali car, being a virtual
dragster in construction with a light fiber-
glags shell over it that makes it look like
something normally seen on the street.

Mickey's Mustangs, called Mach I and
Mach 1I are powered by 427 cu. in. single
overhead cam Ford engines, fuel-injected
and supercharged to produce bursts of
power in excess of 1500 h.p, The engines
are typical of those used most recently
in fuel dragsters raced by Connie Kalitta,
Don Prudhomme and Pete Robinson.

Hawaiian-born Ongais first distingu-
ished himself five years ago by winning
major championships of NHRA, AHRA
and UDRA, all the titles there were to
win, five years ago. He joined Thompson
last fall for a multiple record assault at
Bonneville, and together they set more
than 350 records for stock bodied cars
in one week.

Foster became a local racing name
driving a hot Corvette that was popular
with the fans. Last season he competed
in fuel dragster ranks.

‘ Ongais and Foster burst upon the
funny car scene two weeks ago in a meet
at Las Vegas, where they mowed down
the toughest field of funny car drivers
ever assembled. In an unheard of finale,
both team cars matched against each other
for top eliminator honors, Ongais and
Foster each hit 199 m.p.m, Ongais won.
“We already got over the best,”
Thompson said. “I think we really can
beat everybody this year.”

That feat would be remarkable, con-
sidering there are only a dozen Ford-
powered “funnies” in the U.S,, which has
more than 1,000 known to be in compe-
tition,

Thompson will know just how good a
prognosticator he is later in the year.
After the Hot Rod meet at Riverside one
of the cars will go on tour across the
nation, while the other will remain in
California to compete closer to home.

“That way, I don't have to race my

two cars against each other,” he said.
“I'll only enter the two of them in the
‘big meets, like the one coming up at
Riverside,”
! The funny car championship at
Riverside will share the limelight with top
fuel eliminator, each winner taking a big
.chunk out of the $25,000 posted for eight
‘eliminator brackets. In the two-day meet,
[qualifications will be held all day Saturday
and eliminations on Sunday.

To keep one of his drivers from eli-
minating the other by meeting in early
rounds, Thompson will instruct them to
set fast qualifying times, as they did at
Las Vegas, That could mean both cars
may set elapsed times well under 7% sec-
onds for the quarter-mile,

Thompson, incidentally, hasn't raced
.on a drag strip himself since 1964, when
‘he drove a fuel dragster powered by a
‘Pontiac engine, The same Detroit execu-
tive s. E. Knudsen, who helped the Long

Beach speed king aequlre good engines
tthen is backing him in 1

: Knudsen was head o! Gemnl Motors’
“Pontiac Division then, and he is president

of Ford Motor Co. today.
Gudcnn Sunday afternoon at 2 pam,
: More than 70 drivers will be on hand
to compete. Qualifying runs will begin at
1 pm.
Heading the field will be Larry Peters

:Four Rain Outs

After four weekends of rain outs the
ARC Figure 8 modified and stock cars will
“try once again to present a 10-event
. double-header program at Ascot Park in

of Covina. He scored a clean sweep on the
- last Figure 8 outing at Ascot a month ago.
. Peters drove his car to the day’s fastest
¢ qualifying time, won the trophy dash, his
. heat race and the 20-lap feature, -
While the stock cars have presented
two programs this season at Ascot, the
speedy modified division will be making
its 1969 debut. The modifieds will race in
a 6.lap trophy dash, two 10-lap heat races,
and a 20-lap feature race,
The stock cars will compete in a 6-lap
trophy dash, three 10 round heat ruces,
and a 20-lap main event.

SWIMN“ + + « Mike Stev.

enson is among three re.

turning lettermen at El
Camino College. The col-
lege faces Valley in a
home meet.
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Alcindor Highly
Regarded by NBA

Every once in a while a story appears in a news-
paper commenting that Lew Alcindor has to do this or
that if he wants to make it big as a professional basket-
ball player, National Basketball Association coaches, all
14 of them, take a more practical view. They think

Alcindor can be a pro star im-
mediately: in fact, they've
thought so since the first day as
a sophomore at UCLA.

For the third straight year,
Alcindor is on the College All-
American selected by the NBA
coaches,

Alcindor, the 7-2 senior center
of UCLA's twodtime NCAA
chnmplonhlp team, and 65 ju-
nior guard Pete Maravich of
Louisliana State University,
were the only unanimous
choices on the 190 star team.
They are the lone repeaters
from last year's team.

Rounding out the first five are
Spencer Haywood, 68 soph-
omore center for Detroit Univer-
sity and the U.S. Olympics bas-
ketball star, leading Big 10
scorer Rick Mount, 64 junior
guard for Purdue, and Jo Jo
White, 6-3 guard who graduated
from Kansas in February,

The coaches picked their team
among college players with the
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‘Hollypark Is

ﬂwhﬂ.hmlw
the exploits of its thoroughbred

ONE IN EVERY CIOWD o
to Holl

;'..mwry s leading aviculturists and a member of the staff at the 'Land of Lakes and

wers.

Hollywood Park unique as a
bird sanctuary are limitless,”

Track Meet
Slated for
El Camino

El Camino's track team is
host to Cerritos Friday. First
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. All buf one of the pure whlh Whistling Swans brought

ood Park jumped into the water on cue of Jacque Shelton, one of the

The swans are among rare birds brought to the race track.

ANM‘I’IV..

EL CAMINO
TO MEET
LONG BEACH

El Camino College's War-
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Ncmod as coach of the West team
for the annual Lions All-Star High School Football Game
next summer is George Swade of Bishop Montgomery
High. Swade coached the Waest to a victory over the
En’ in the 1967 game.

Highway
Urged for

Olympies

Su,ervisor Kenneth Hahn, as
part of his continuing effort to
bring the Olympic Games to Los
Angeles in 1976, has urged Pres-

attention to completing the n':ul

George Trapp
Chosen Best
Metro Player

Trapp scored 255 points in 14
conference games for an 18.2
average pacing the Lancers to
the title in their first year in
the conference after being a tra-
ditional powerhouse in the West-
e State Conference,

The All Mertopolitan Confer-
ence mm

ohn Vln VII-IT.(CORM
~Willle Flowers
G—Al Bﬁumn)lnprVAllt )

G—Morris :-mn( lley)
IND T

r orchert (hm‘ Beach)
F—~Darrel Daniel !l untuo)
C—~Bob Hormn (Ce
G Duu( Smith Qllnlu Monica) ca)
G “"K Rodriguez Cerritos)
Honorable Mention, Floyd
man (Plnrul (hwk Colling ( k
ersfield), w{ Gordon
Beach), Mike mo (Plue-)
Rostker "(Pasader

Oilers
Defeat
Tartars

A feeble 12 points in the sec-
ond half ended the Torrance
High School basketball season

last night. The Tartars were
ehmlmted from the CIF
“AAAA” by Huntington Beach,

6241.

A capacity of 1800 saw the
lack-luster game at the West
High gym.

Torrance lead through most
of the first half until a desper-
ation shot at the buzzer gave
the Oilers a 3029 edge. The
Tartars had seven points in
the third quarter and five in
the fourth quarter, making but
three field goals. They were
ineffective against the press and
a collapsing defense used
against center Bruce Baker.

Bob Fernley foulded out at
the start of the fourth period
and Baker went out with three
minutes to go.

In two other CIF games,
North High lost to Ventura,
86-77, in a game played at Ven-
tura and South High was toppled
by Notre Dame, 84-67, in a game
at San Fermando Valley State
College.

Torrance, one of three Sky
League entries in the playoffs,
got off to a 6646 win over Ar-
cadia in the first round.

The Tartars outscored Ar-
cadia in every quarter, making
a 26-14 runaway of the fourth
heat.

Bruce Baker scored 25 points
and Greg Jasper had 17 for the
victors.

While scoring only four points,
Bob Fernley held Mike Larkin
of the losers to 16 points,

Bill Souza and Jim Fox com-
bined to give Coach Will Boer-
ger a strong starting unit.

In a first round game North
High had Loyola pinned to the
floor by a 22-point margin with
two minutes to go before settling
for 79-66 verdict.

Scoring big for North was Jim
Thomas with 31 points. His si-
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MONDAY CHURCH LEAGUE
AT NORTH HiGM
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THURSDAY INDUSTRIAL
LEAGUE AT NORTH HIGH

w

‘1u‘bormodl - - =

F Co. . |

D' Ind . g
I.qn.vul Labs

Computer Sclences 1

THURSDAY WIDE OPEN LEAGUE
AT HARBOR J.G,

v L

V LP 1

Branch ce 1

Harbor J.C, 1 5



