SERMON OF THE WEEK |
Routine Sundays

Should Be Easter

REV. HANS HOLBORN

Minister, Riviera United
Methodist Church

Those who attended the first
service in our new building last
Sept. 8 will recall that I told the
congregation that I felt like
wishing them a happy Easter!
We had such a wonderful crowd
to celebrate the event. Actually
every Sunday ought to be an
Easter. The reason we worship
on the first day of the week,
Sunday, rather than on the sev-
enth as the 10 Commandments
urge us to do is that the first
Christians were so filled with
the Easter experience in their
new-found faith that they met
regularly on the first day of the
week, the day on which Easter
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stanzas of the hymns were be-
ing sung. Junior pipes up: “It
wasn't too bad a show for fifty
cents!”

If it's a show or a sheer intel-
lectuai experience we are look-
ing for, a church service of
worship may not always satisfy;
yet it ought to stimulate the
mind and spirit. If, however, we
seek to relate ourselves to the
Almighty Creator to find some
meaning and direction to this
life, then the way we approach
worship takes a more signifi-
cant turn.

The day was Nov. 24, the year
1963. Our two services in our
small chapel were crowded out
with people standing in the
Narthex and even out on the
lawn. Attendance was double

our ultimate dependence upon
God. This is the work of wor-
ship.

The fact that God takes the
the initiative to communicate
with us through the long line of
prophets and then by his Son,
draws us into a relationship of
recognizing our dependence
upon him and evokes from us a
desire to follow his purpose for
our lives. These are the things
to which we give ourselves in
worship as we express joy and
praise, hear the message and
reminders of the full and abun-
dant life, and dedicate ourselves
to a following, a discipleship in
God's service among our fellow
human beings.

Worship and church attend-
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MARRIAGE AND FAMILY . . . Looking over notes for the 12-week course on "Mar-
riage and the Christian Family" are (from left) Paul Dubrovin, Dr. Fred Stange, and
the Rev. E. M. Schoppa. The course will begin this Sunday at Immanuel Lutheran
Church, 706 Knob Hill, at 9:30 a.m. The Rev. Schoppa, pastor of the church, will dis- |
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guidance through the maze of
today's complexities and per-
plexities, then ‘“seek ye the
Lord while he may be found,
call upon him while he is near.”
(Is. 55:6). Happy Easter—every
Sunday!

pictures, television shows,
sports events, races, and the
like. For inspiration and infor-
mation as well as for cultural
satisfaction we attend lectures,
concerts, theater presentations,
opera, ballet or whatever.
When it comes to church at-
tendance too often we have in
mind a lecture or concert or
some kind of spectacle. A fam-

and TV for the latest develop-
ments? For some reason they
didn't flock to the bars to drown
their bewilderment and shock.
No, so many wanted to be in
church. Good things that others
had maintained the church and
its ministry by their attendance
and work so that these could
come as well that day.
Somehow in times of crisis we
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